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EXHIBIT A



Confidentiality and Non-Disclosure Agreement

This Confidentiality and Non-Disclosure Agreement (this “Agreement”), is entered into,
effective as of September 19, 2024 (the “Effective Date™), by and between the State of Louisiana,
Louisiana Economic Development (“LED”), located at 617 North 3" Street, 11" Floor, Baton
Rouge, Louisiana 70802, United States of America and the Individual, Chase Melancon,
Councilman, Ascension Parish Council (“You”) (each herein referred to individually as a “Party”,
or collectively as the “Parties™. LED may elect to provide to You certain information in connection
with a prospective company’s business interests in Louisiana for the purposes of facilitating
discussions, meetings, and cooperative interaction on the prospect’s current and future potential
business locations, financing, investment, and/or other business negotiation purposes involving
LED. LED acknowledges that You have agreed, to the extent permitted by Louisiana law and
legal requirements, to protect the confidentiality of such information, and the Parties have entered
into this Agreement in order to document such understanding and agree on the following terms
and conditions:

l. Purpose

LED wishes to provide certain information in connection with a prospective company’s business
interests in Louisiana for the purposes of facilitating discussions, meetings, and cooperative
interaction on the prospect’s current and future potential business locations, financing,
investment, and/or other business negotiation purposes involving LED and the prospect (the
“Oppertunity”), and in connection with the Opportunity, LED has disclosed, and may further
disclose to You certain confidential technical and business information that LED desires You treat
as confidential. You agree to respect the confidentiality of any conversations or meetings in which
You may participate and will keep confidential anything discussed in connection with the
Opportunity. This Agreement shall be subject to, and all provisions of this Agreement shall be
limited by, the applicable provisions and requirements of the Louisiana Public Records Law, LA.
R.S. 44:1 through 37, and any other Louisiana state laws applicable to the subject matter of this
Agreement, as any of these laws may be amended from time to time; and You acknowledge that
LED has agreed, to the extent permitted by Louisiana law and legal requirements.

Il. Confidential Information

A. Definition. “Confidential Information” means any information disclosed by LED or a prospective
company to You either directly or indirectly in writing, orally or by inspection of tangible objects
(including, without limitation, research, product plans, products, services, equipment, customers,
markets, software, inventions, processes, designs, drawings, hardware configuration information,
marketing and finance documents, prototypes, samples, data sets, and the prospective
company’s plant and equipment), whether or not designated as “confidential” at the time of
disclosure. Confidential Information may also include information of a third party that is in LED’s
possession and is disclosed to You under this Agreement.

B. Exceptions. Confidential Information shall not, however, include any information that You can
establish (i) was publicly known or made generally available without a duty of confidentiality prior
to the time of LED’s disclosure to You; or (ii) becomes publicly known or made generally available
without a duty of confidentiality after LED's disclosure to You through no action or inaction of You.

C. Compelled Disclosure. If You become legally compelled to disclose any Confidential
Information, other than pursuant to a confidentiality agreement, You shall provide LED with
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prompt written notice of such disclosure and each Party shall be responsible for seeking their own
protective order or another appropriate remedy. If LED and/or You waive compliance with this
Agreement, or fails to obtain a protective order or other appropriate remedy, You shall furnish
only that portion of the Confidential Information that is legally required to be disclosed, provided
that any Confidential Information so disclosed shall maintain its confidentiality protection for all
purposes other than such legally compelled disclosure.

Ill. Non-use and Non-disclosure

You shall not use any Confidential Information for any purpose except to engage in the
performance related to the Opportunity. You shall not disclose any Confidential Information or
permit any Confidential Information to be disclosed, either directly or indirectly, to any third party
without LED’s prior written consent. You shall not reverse engineer, disassemble, or decompile
any prototypes, software, samples, or other tangible objects that embody the Confidential
Information. You shall not file any patent application(s) containing or based on, in whole or in part,
any of the Confidential Information.

IV. Maintenance of Confidentiality

You shall take reasonable measures to protect the secrecy of and avoid disclosure and
unauthorized use of the Confidential Information. Without limiting the foregeing, You shall take at
least those measures it employs to protect its own most highly confidential information. You shall
not make any copies of the Confidential Information unless the same are previously approved in
writing by LED. You shall immediately notify LED of any unauthorized use or disclosure, or
suspected unauthorized use or disclosure, of Confidential Information.

V. No Obligation

Nothing in this Agreement shall obligate either Party to proceed with any transaction between
them, and either Party reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to terminate the discussions or the
engagement of the Opportunity contemplated by this Agreement. Nothing in this Agreement shall
be construed to restrict LED’s use or disclosure of its own Confidential Information.

V1. No Warranty

All Confidential Information is provided “as is”. LED makes no warranties, express, implied or
otherwise, regarding the accuracy, completeness or performance of any Confidential Information,
or with respect to non-infringement or other violation of any intellectual property rights of a third
party or of You.

VII. Return of Materials
All documents and other tangible objects containing or representing Confidential Information and
all copies or extracts thereof or notes derived therefrom that are in the possession or control of

You shall be and remain the property of LED and shall be promptly returned to LED or destroyed
(with proof of such destruction), each upon LED’s request.
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VIII. No License

Nothing in this Agreement is intended to grant any rights to You under any intellectual property
right, nor shall this Agreement grant You any rights in or to the Confidential Information except as
expressly set forth in this Agreement.

1X. Term

This Agreement shall terminate two (2) years after its Effective Date, unless earlier terminated by
either Party upon thirty (30) days written notice to the other Party. Notwithstanding any
termination of this Agreement, LED’s obligation of confidentiality and restriction on use of the
Confidential and Proprietary Information shall survive and continue in effect for a period of one
(1) year after either the expiration date or the termination date of this Agreement or until LED
sehds You written notice releasing You from the survival obligations of this Agreement, whichever
occurs first.

X. Remedies

You agree that any violation or threatened violation of this Agreement could cause irreparable
injury to LED, entitling LED to obtain injunctive relief in addition to all legal remedies without
showing or proving any actual damage and without any bond required to be posted. You agree
that You shall indemnify LED against all costs, expenses, liabilities, losses, and damage that LED
may sustain or incur as a result of (a) any breach of this Agreement by sole fault of You; or (b)
any act or omission by You which, if done or omitted to be done, would be a breach of the
obligations under this Agreement, except to the extent that the cost, expense, liability, loss or
damage shall be borne by LED.

Xl. Your Information

LED does not wish to receive any confidential information from You, and LED assumes no
obligation, either expressed or implied, with respect to any information disclosed by You to LED.
Any ideas, suggestions, guidance or other information disclosed by You related to the Confidential
Information and any intellectual property rights relating to the foregoing shall be collectively
deemed “Feedback.”

Xll. General

A. This Agreement shall be construed, interpreted, performed and enforced in accordance with,
and governed by, the laws of the State of Louisiana. The Parties hereto consent and agree that
all disputes arising out of or related to this Agreement shall be resolved among the Parties.
Subject to the State of Louisiana's sovereign immunity from suit (which cannot be waived in this
Agreement and which will require action by the State’s Legislature to waive such immunity), each
Party hereto consent and agree that all disputes arising out of or related to this Agreement that
cahnot otherwise be resolved between the Parties as provided above shall be heard and
determined exclusively by state trial courts of the 19" Judicial District Court located in Baton
Rouge, Louisiana, or any appellate courts having jurisdiction over such trial courts. Each Party
hereto expressly hereby consents and submits to the exclusive jurisdiction and venue of such trial
courts and waive any objection based on lack of personal jurisdiction, improper venue, or
inconvenient forum.
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B. In accordance with LA R.S. 9:2605(B)(1)&(2), the Parties hereto each agree that this
transaction, as well as any modifications, supplements or amendments to this Agreement, may
be conducted by electronic means; and electronic signatures of the Parties to this Agreement and
any modifications, supplements or amendments hereto shall be acceptable and satisfactory for
all legal purposes; as authorized by the “Louisiana  Uniform  Electronic
Transactions Act,” LA R.S. 9:2601 through 9:2621.

This Agreement shall constitute the entire understanding between the Parties with respect to the
Opportunity hereof and supersedes any prior understandings or agreements, whether written or
oral, between the Parties. No amendments, modifications or waivers of this Agreement shall be
valid except if the same are in writing and signed by a duly authorized representative of each of
the Parties hereto.

Neither of the Parties hereto shall not assign, novate or otherwise transfer any of its rights or
obligations under this Agreement without the prior written consent of the other Party. Any
provision of this Agreement that is invalid, illegal, prohibited or unenforceable in any competent
jurisdiction shall be ineffective to the extent of such invalidity, illegality, prohibition or
unenforceability, and shall not affect the validity of the other provisions of this Agreement. To the
extent permitted by applicable law, each Party hereto shall waive any term or provision invalid,
illegal, prohibited or unenforceable in any respect. Failure to exercise or enforce a right, power or
remedy provided by law or under this Agreement shall not be construed as a waiver of that or any
other right, power or remedy provided by law or under this Agreement.

You agree to the above terms and conditions, as signed on this ____ day of September, 2024.
This Agreement shall be effective as of the Effective Date.

Chase Melancon

By:

Printed Name: Chase Melancon

Title: Councilman, Ascension Parish Council

Louisiana Economic Development (LED) agrees to the above terms and conditions, this ____ day
of September, 2024. This Agreement shall be effective as of the Effective Date.

Louisiana Economic Development (LED)

By:

Printed Name: Christopher J. Stelly

Title: Director of Legislative Affairs
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GENTER FOR
CONSTITUTIONAL
iIGHIS

=a

September 24, 2025

Andria Dollar

Custodian of Public Records

Ascension Parish Governmental Complex
615 East Worthey St

Gonzales LA 70737

Email: Andria.Dollar@APGov.us
Re: Public Records Request
Dear Ms. Dollar,

This is a request for public records pursuant to the Louisiana Public Records Law, La.
R.S. 44:1, et seq., on behalf of Rural Roots Louisiana.

This request seeks the following records and documents since January 1, 2024:

(1) All drafted or executed non-disclosure agreements (“NDAs”) between any
member, representative, or staff of the Parish Council, or any other part of Parish
government, and the Louisiana Department of Economic Development (“LED”)
or any other part of the Louisiana state government;

(2) All drafted or executed NDAs between any member, representative, or staff of the
Parish Council, or any other part of Parish government, and any corporation or
business entity.

La. R.S. 44:32(D) requires a response to this request within three (3) business days,
exclusive of Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays, if you determine that any record
requested is not a public record and reasons therefore. If these records will not be
produced, in whole or in part, please notify us in writing immediately and explain the
reasons why.

If the records are not currently in your possession, please notify us in writing, and
provide any and all information about where and with whom the records may be found,
requested, viewed or copied, and/or when they will become available to your office.

We ask that you produce these records electronically, where possible, to avoid
unnecessary fees and save paper. If there is any cost associated with the production of
these records, we ask that you notify us in writing immediately. However, we request a



waiver of fees as disclosure of these requested records are in the public interest and are
for a public purpose. This information is not being sought for commercial purposes.

Please feel free to contact me at any time using the contact information below. Thank
you for your time and consideration.

P’ncerely,
L

RantSpees
Senior Staff Attorney

Center for Constitutional Rights
Tel. (337) 526-4673
pspees@ccrjustice.org
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RICKY L. BABIN
23RP JUDICIAL DISTRICT ATTORNEY
P.0. BOX 750
DONALDSONVILLE, LA 70346

LOUISIANA
JEAN-PAUL ROBERT P.O. BOX 1659
ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEY GONZALES, LA 70707

225-450-1463

October 2, 2025

Pamela Spees

39-72 52" Street
Woodside, NY 11377
Via records request portal

RE: Ascension Parish Records Request
R001623-092425
Dear Ms. Spees:

Pursuant to La. R.S. 44:22.2, records responsive to this request are confidential and not subject to
disclosure.

Yours truly,
Jean-Paul Robert

Jean-Paul Robert
Assistant District Attorney

JPR/ad
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R001623-092425 - Public Records Request

Message History (4)

-
Dear Ms. Dollar,

Thank you for your response of Oct. 3, 2025 to our above-referenced public records request.

We ask that you provide us with the notices and minutes of any and all meetings where the local government
affirmatively voted to approve a request for confidentiality, and any notices published thereafter on the Parish's
official website and in the official journal regarding each negotiation for which records are to be deemed
confidential pursuant to La. R.S. 44:22.2.

Thank you, and best regards,

Pam Spees

Subject: [Records Center] Public Records Request :: R0O01623-092425

Body:

RE: Public Records Request of September 24, 2025, Reference # R001623-092425
Dear Pamela Spees,

The Ascension Parish Government received a public records request from you on September 24, 2025. Your
request mentioned:

(1) All drafted or executed non-disclosure agreements (“NDAs”) between any member,
representative, or staff of the Parish Council, or any other part of Parish government, and the
Louisiana Department of Economic Development (“LED”) or any other part of the Louisiana state
government;

(2) All drafted or executed NDAs between any member, representative, or staff of the Parish Council,
or any other part of Parish government, and any corporation or business entity.

The Ascension Parish Government has reviewed your request and has determined that the records requested are
exempt from disclosure under public records law for the following reasons:

Please log in and view the attached letter from the Assistant District Attorney.
For questions or additional information, please reply to this email.
Sincerely,

Andria Dollar
Legal

Porvered By
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B4 0n 9/24/2025 9:52:59 AM, AP Gov Public Records wrote:

Dear Pamela Spees:

Your request has been received and is being processed. Your request was received in this office on 9/24/2025
and given the reference number R001623-092425 for tracking purposes.

Your request will be forwarded to the relevant department(s) to locate the information you seek and to
determine the volume and any costs associated with satisfying your request. You will be contacted about the
availability and/or provided with copies of the records in question.

You can monitor the progress of your request at the link below and you'll receive an email when your request
has been completed.

Ascension Parish Government

To monitor the progress or update this request please log into the Public Records Request Portal

Powered by

GovQA

Porvered By
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B4 On 9/24/2025 9:52:59 AM, Pamela Spees wrote:

Request Created on Public Portal

Porvered By

Gov Q’\ Page 3



EXHIBIT E



RICKY L. BABIN
23RP JUDICIAL DISTRICT ATTORNEY
P.0. BOX 750
DONALDSONVILLE, LA 70346

LOUISIANA
JEAN-PAUL ROBERT P.O. BOX 1659
ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEY GONZALES, LA 70707

225-450-1463

December 9, 2025

Pamela Spees

39-72 52" Street
Woodside, NY 11377
Via records request portal

RE: Ascension Parish Records Request
R001623-092425
Dear Ms. Spees:

There are not affirmative vote minutes that exist. However, the deliberative process privilege
protects “confidential intra-agency advisory opinions disclosure of which would be injurious to
the consultative functions of government.” Kyle v. Louisiana Public Service Commission, 878
So.2d at 659, quoting Taxation With Representation Fund v. Internal Revenue Service, 646 F.2d
666, 677 (D.C.Cir.1981). Louisiana Dep't of Ins. ex rel. Donelon v. Theriot, 2010-0069 (La. App.
1 Cir.5/3/11), 64 So. 3d 854, 861, writ denied, 2011-1139 (La. 9/30/11), 71 So. 3d 286. Therefore,
any information pertaining to any negotiations or non-disclosure agreements are subject to
deliberative process privilege and are exempt from production.

In addition, the document requested is a private document prepared by a private corporation and
is exempt pursuant to La. R.S. 44:4(3) and pertains to financial information and trade secrets of a
private company which information is exempt pursuant to La. R.S. 40:13(b) and 16(a). Hyundai
has a reasonable expectation of privacy concerning its’ trade secrets. Raiser v. City of New

Orleans, 2016-0930 (La. App. 4 Cir 6/14/17), 222 So. 3d 806.

Yours truly,
Jean-Paul Robert

Jean-Paul Robert
Assistant District Attorney

JPR/ad





