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Who We Are
Ascension Economic Development Corporation (AEDC) is a 501 (C)(6) not-for-profit corporation with the mission of
fueling sustainable growth in Ascension Parish, Louisiana with strategic initiatives that attract investment and support
innovation. AEDC was created in 2005 by the Parish of Ascension, the Ascension Chamber of Commerce and the City of
Gonzales, Louisiana under the state’s economic development corporation statutes.  AEDC’s vision is that Ascension Parish
will be the preferred location for quality business and economic development in the worldwide market and that the Parish
will be recognized across the south for its quality of life and its attractiveness as a place to both live and work.

While AEDC is principally funded by public appropriations, the corporation is independent of any political subdivision,
thereby ensuring our ability to receive privileged and confidential data and information from our clients without the risk of
public disclosure under freedom of information statutes.  AEDC is a member of both the Southern Economic Development
Council and the International Economic Development Council and proudly adheres to the respective Codes of Ethics of both
of these professional associations.

AEDC Board of Directors
AEDC is governed by a 14 member Board of Directors. These fourteen  members serve without compensation and are
appointed for 3 year terms by the following entities:

Ascension Chamber of Commerce: Four Members*
Ascension Parish Council: Two Voting Members & Two Non-voting Ex-Officio Members**
Ascension Parish President: One Member***
City of Gonzales Council: One Non-voting Ex-Officio Member ****
City of Gonzales: One Member*****
City of Donaldsonville: One Non-voting Ex-Officio Member ******
Donaldsonville Chamber of Commerce: One Member********
Town of Sorrento: One Non-voting Ex-Officio Member *******

The members currently standing on the board are:

Kirk Boudreaux****
Ex-Officio Member
City of Gonzales
Janet Britton*
REV
Randy Clouatre**
Chevron/Renewable Energy Group (Retired)
Derrick Coco*****
Secretary/Treasurer
BASF
Bill Dawson***
Ascension Parish Government
Lauthaught Delaney******
Ex-Officio Member
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Americas Styrenics (Retired)
Oliver Joseph**
Ex-Officio Member
Ascension Parish Council
Roger Keese**
Shell Chemical (Retired)
Chuck Leblanc********
Vice Chair
Bourg Insurance
Kevin McCarroll*
BASF (Retired)
Dwight Poirrier*
Chair
Attorney at Law
Kevin Schexnayder*
Hancock Whitney
Don Schexnaydre*******
Ascension Parish School Board
Todd Varnado**
Ex-Officio Member
Ascension Parish Council

Staff
The Ascension Economic Development Corporation (AEDC) staff consists of two (2) professionals and one (1)
administrative position. AEDC personnel also serve as staff to the Ascension Economic Development Foundation and the
Ascension Parish Industrial Development Board.

Kate MacArthur
President/CEO
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Lisa Laws
Project Manager

Misty Taillon
Administrative Assistant
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November 19, 2025 Via Email and UPS 
 

Custodian of Records 
Ascension Economic Development Corporation 
1210 E. Worthey St. 
Gonzales, LA 70707 
Email: info@ascensionedc.com 

Re: Public Records Request 

To whom it may concern: 

This is a request for public records pursuant to the Louisiana Public Records Law, La. Rev. 
Stat. § 44:1, et seq., on behalf of the Louisiana Bucket Brigade and Rural Roots Louisiana. 

 
This request seeks all records relating to the development of the RiverPlex MegaPark, 

including, but not limited to, any communications with any agent, employee, or representative of 
Hyundai Steel, CF Industries, and/or Clean Hydrogen Works / Ascension Clean Energy, the 
Louisiana Office of Economic Development (LED), and/or any member of city, parish, or state 
government concerning the same. The request also includes, but is not limited to all records 
relating to: 

 

(1) All drafted or executed Cooperative Endeavor Agreements (“CEAs”), either by 
Ascension Economic Development Corporation, or on behalf of the state of Louisiana 
or Ascension Parish government, and Hyundai Steel Company; 

 
(2) All public notices of CEAs, either by Ascension Economic Development Corporation, 

or on behalf of the state of the Louisiana and/or Ascension Parish government, and 
Hyundai Steel Company; and 

 
(3) All meeting minutes referencing CEAs, either by Ascension Economic Development 

Corporation, or on behalf of the state of Louisiana or Ascension Parish government, 
and Hyundai Steel Company. 

 
La. Rev. Stat. § 44:32(D) requires a response to this request within five (5) business days, 

exclusive of Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays, if you determine that any record requested is 
not a public record and reasons therefor. If the requested records will not be produced, in whole or 
in part, please notify us in writing immediately, and explain the reasons for withholding same. 

 
If the records are not currently in your possession, please notify us in writing, and provide 

any and all information about where and with whom the records may be found, requested, viewed 
or copied, and/or when they will become available to your office. 
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We ask that you produce these records electronically, where possible, to avoid unnecessary 
fees and save paper. If there is any cost associated with the production of these records, we ask 
that you notify us in writing immediately. However, we also request a waiver of any such fees, as 
disclosure of these requested records are in the public interest and are for a public purpose. This 
information is not being sought for commercial purposes. 

 

Please feel free to reach out at any time, using the contact information below, if there are 
any questions or concerns regarding this request. Thank you again for your time and consideration 
of this matter. 

 
Respectfully, 

 
 
 

Adrian K. Alpay 
Attorney at Law, L.L.C. 
711 E Ascension St. 
PMB219 
Gonzales, LA 70737 
(225) 255-1448 
a drian@alpaylaw.net 

 

Pamela C. Spees 
Senior Staff Attorney 
Center for Constitutional Rights 
(212) 614-6431 
Email: p spees@ccrjustice.org 
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Tuesday, December 2, 2025 at 12:29:48Tuesday, December 2, 2025 at 12:29:48Tuesday, December 2, 2025 at 12:29:48Tuesday, December 2, 2025 at 12:29:48    PM Central Standard TimePM Central Standard TimePM Central Standard TimePM Central Standard Time

Subject:Subject:Subject:Subject: Re: Public records request
Date:Date:Date:Date: Monday, November 24, 2025 at 12:26:38 PM Central Standard Time
From:From:From:From: Adrian Alpay
To:To:To:To: Info-Ascension Economic Development

Thank you, Ms. MacArthur, for your prompt response.

We disagree that Ascension Economic Development Corporation is exempt from the public
records law given its origins, founding entities, purpose, and function. New Orleans Bulldog
Soc'y v. Louisiana Soc'y for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, 2016-1809, p. 3 (La. 5/3/17);
222 So.3d 679, 682. 

We therefore request that you immediately implement a litigation hold on all documents and
information related to the records requested. This litigation hold applies to all forms of
documents and information, including:

Electronic documents (e.g., emails, text messages, spreadsheets, word documents, and
pdf’s)
Physical documents (e.g., paper files, contracts, maps, marketing materials)
Audio and video recordings
Social media posts

Please take the following steps to implement the litigation hold:

Suspend the destruction or alteration of any documents or information related to the listed
matters.
Identify and preserve all existing documents and information related to the listed matters
Notify all employees and agents of the litigation hold and instruct them to comply.
Report any changes in the location or status of relevant documents or information.

Your cooperation in implementing this litigation hold is essential to ensure the fair and timely
resolution of this dispute. Failure to comply with this request may result in adverse
consequences, including sanctions by the court.

Thank you,

Adrian AlpayAdrian AlpayAdrian AlpayAdrian Alpay
711 E Ascension St.
PMB219
Gonzales, LA 70737
(225) 255-1448
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2 of 2

From: Info-Ascension Economic Development <info@ascensionedc.com>
Sent: Thursday, November 20, 2025 4:14 PM
To: Adrian Alpay <adrian@alpaylaw.net>
Subject: Re: Public records request
 
We have received your public records request dated November 19, 2025. Ascension Economic
Development Corporation (AEDC) is a private, nonprofit organization and is not a public agency or
political subdivision, nor does it exercise governmental authority. Because of this, AEDC is not
subject to the Louisiana Public Records Law (La. R.S. 44:1 et seq.) or federal FOIA requirements
and will not be supplying any of the requested information.
 
Sincerely,
Kate MacArthur
President & CEO

From: Adrian Alpay <adrian@alpaylaw.net>
Sent: Wednesday, November 19, 2025 2:02 PM
To: Info-Ascension Economic Development <info@ascensionedc.com>
Subject: Public records request
 
Good afternoon,

Please see attached. Thank you.

Adrian AlpayAdrian AlpayAdrian AlpayAdrian Alpay
711 E Ascension St.
PMB219
Gonzales, LA 70737
(225) 255-1448

mailto:info@ascensionedc.com
mailto:adrian@alpaylaw.net
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Parish of Ascension 

Office of the Parish Council 
www.ascensionparish.net 

 

REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE 

ASCENSION PARISH COUNCIL  

November 20, 2025 - 6:00 PM 
 

ASCENSION PARISH COURTHOUSE 
 

607 E. Worthy St. Gonzales 
 

AGENDA 
(1) Call To Order / Invocation and Pledge 
(2) Roll Call - Swearing-In of District 11 Councilwoman Jenn DeFrances  
(3) Chair's Additions  
(4) Public Comment Sign- In Period 
(5) Presentations 
  a. Proclamation - to proclaim November as "Lung Cancer Awareness Month" in 

Ascension Parish 
(6) Parish President's Report: 
(7) Consent Agenda 
  a. Adoption of Regular Council Meeting Minutes of October 2, 2025 
  b. Adoption of Regular Council Meeting Minutes of October 16, 2025 
  c. Approval of Renewal of Cooperative Endeavor Agreement with Ascension Economic 

Development Corporation to promote and develop industry, commerce, and economic 
development for a not to exceed amount of $322,800.00 (Kate MacArthur, 
President/CEO, Ascension Economic Development Corporation) Finance Committee 
Recommendation  

  d. Approval of Renewal of the Cooperative Endeavor Agreement between the Parish, Fire 
District No. 3 and Prairieville Fire Department, Inc. for the compensation of part-time 
firefighters for the 2026 calendar year. Total compensation not to exceed $490,000.00 
(Mark Stewart, Chief Fire District No. 3) Finance Committee Recommendation  

  e. Approval of Agreement with The Picard Group, LLC for professional services related to 
the Legislative Branch of State Government on a basis of $10,000.00 per month for 
Federal Governmental Affairs Services and $7,500.00 per month for State 
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Governmental Affairs Services.  The not to exceed amount is $250,000.00 for Federal 
and State services, printing, travel, events, and miscellaneous costs (Ruth Phillips, 
Infrastructure Division Director) Finance Committee Recommendation  

  f. Approval of Amendment No. 1 to the Intergovernmental Agreement with the Town of 
Sorrento to replace the estimated quantities and rates with the actual quantities and 
rates for this project, for an updated total amount not to exceed $205,242.65.  This 
amendment also revises the contract term (Ruth Phillips, Infrastructure Division 
Director) Finance Committee Recommendation  

  g. Approval of Renewal of Intergovernmental Agreement between Ascension Parish 
Government and Ricky Babin, 23rd Judicial District Attorney to create and implement a 
drug intervention program for adult offenders.  On an annual basis during the term of 
this Agreement, the Parish shall provide funds in the amount of $205,000.00 to fund 
the program (Colleen Arceneaux, Director Health and Community 
Development) Finance Committee Recommendation 

  h. Approval of Amendment No. 1 to the Cooperative Endeavor Agreement with Capital 
Area Human Services District to increase the monthly rental reimbursement to 
$4,811.46 which is one half of the increased monthly rental rate of $9,622.92, 
retroactive to June 8, 2025 (Colleen Arceneaux, Director Health and Community 
Development) Finance Committee Recommendation  

  i. Approval of Addendum No. 1 to the Management and Operating Agreement with 
Gaston's BBQ & Beer, LLC to incorporate Exhibit B, Standard Food Service 
Management Company Vended Meal Agreement, into the original Agreement. Price 
remains at $10 per day, per child under 3 years of age and $15 per day, per child over 
the age of 3 years for up to 65 students (Colleen Arceneaux, Director Health and 
Community Development) Finance Committee Recommendation  

  j. Approval of Cooperative Endeavor Agreement between Parish Council of Ascension 
Parish and Hospital Service District No. 1 for the Parish of St. James d/b/a St. James 
Parish Hospital to empower and authorize St. James Parish Hospital to conduct and do 
business within Ascension Parish in accordance with R.S. 46:1051 et seq (Colleen 
Arceneaux, Director Health and Community Development) Finance Committee 
Recommendation  

  k. Approval of the Professional Selection Committee's recommendation to select the 
highest scoring respondent, DRC Emergency Services, LLC, for the Request for 
Proposals - Debris Removal Services and to authorize the Parish President to enter a 
professional services contract (Rachael Wilkinson, Director Office of Homeland 
Security and Emergency Preparedness) Finance Committee Recommendation  

  l. Approval of the Professional Selection Committee's recommendation to select the 
highest scoring respondent, Tetra Tech, Inc. for the Request for Proposals - Debris 
Monitoring Services and to authorize the Parish President to enter into a professional 
services contract (Rachael Wilkinson, Director Office of Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness) Finance Committee Recommendation  

  m. Approval of Renewal of Cooperative Endeavor Agreement between Ascension Parish 
Government (APG) and Life House, for Life House to provide labor and personnel to 
APG in various operations and, in exchange, APG will provide employment 
opportunities and pay the laborers provided by Life House, with a total not to exceed 
amount of $150,000.00. This Cooperative Endeavor Agreement shall terminate on 
December 31, 2026  (Brandon Smith, Director Recreation) Finance Committee 
Recommendation  

  n. Approval of the Professional Selection Committee's recommendation to select the 
highest scoring respondent, Alvin Fairburn & Associates, LLC for the Request for 
Qualifications — Bayou McCall Drainage Improvements Engineering Services for the 
State Drainage Program and to authorize the Parish President to enter a professional 
services contract (Ron Savoy, Director Drainage Capital Projects) Finance Committee 
Recommendation  
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  o. Approval of Amendment No. 1 to the Master Contract for Professional Services for the 
Architectural Design for Animal Services Center with Mougeot Architecture, LLC to 
extend the contract term to December 31, 2026, and is retroactive to October 21, 
2025.  This amendment only extends the contract term and does not affect the original 
contract price (Randy Mullis, Director Project Management) Finance Committee 
Recommendation  

  p. Approval of Renewal of Master Contract for Professional Services with Gresham Smith 
for the Engineering Services for the Preparation of Traffic Impact Analysis.  This 
renewal has a term of one (1) year, with a contract amount of $400,000.00.  Gresham 
Smith will only receive a portion of this amount, dependent on the task orders awarded 
and completed (Eric Poche, Director Planning and Development) Finance Committee 
Recommendation  

  q. Approval of Resolution for Annual Certification of Compliance for the Off-System 
Bridge Replacement Program for January 1, 2026, through December 31, 2026, as 
requested by the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (LADOTD) 
(Daniel Helms, Director Transportation) Finance Committee Recommendation  

  r. Approval to accept the lowest responsive bid in the amount of $5,101,614.13 submitted 
by Barriere Construction Co, LLC for labor and materials for the roadway widening, 
bridge removal and new bridge construction on Roddy Road from Preston Landry to LA 
935 and to authorize the Parish President to enter this contract (Daniel Helms, Director 
Transportation) Finance Committee Recommendation  

  s. Approval of the Professional Selection Committee's recommendation to select the top 
four (4) highest scoring respondents: Forte & Tablada, Inc., Stantec Consulting 
Services, Inc., AECOM Technical Services, Inc., and T. Baker Smith, LLC for the 
Request for Qualifications - Bridge Load Rating and Design and to authorize the Parish 
President to enter professional services contracts (Daniel Helms, Director 
Transportation) Finance Committee Recommendation  

  t. Approval of Renewal of Master Services Contract with Cody Edwards Trucking, LLC at 
a rate of $115.00 per hour for dump trucks with drivers on an as-needed basis to assist 
with hauling hot asphalt to various locations within Ascension Parish.  Total budget 
amount of $175,000.00 to be shared between three providers (Daniel Helms, Director 
Transportation) Finance Committee Recommendation  

  u. Approval of Renewal of Master Services Contract with JFK Trucking, LLC at a rate of 
$115.00 per hour for dump trucks with drivers on an as-needed basis to assist with 
hauling hot asphalt to various locations within Ascension Parish.  Total budget amount 
of $175,000.00 to be shared between three providers (Daniel Helms, Director 
Transportation) Finance Committee Recommendation  

  v. Approval of Renewal of Master Services Contract with Seek Ye First Enterprises, LLC 
at a rate of $110.00 per hour for tri-axle and $125.00 per hour for quad-axle dump 
trucks with drivers on an as-needed basis to assist with hauling hot asphalt to various 
locations within Ascension Parish.  Total budget amount of $175,000.00 to be shared 
between three providers (Daniel Helms, Director Transportation) Finance Committee 
Recommendation  

  w. Approval of Amendment No. 3 to the Master Contract for Professional Services with 
ELOS Environmental, LLC for services to acquire a United States Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE) permit for the Energy Transition Parkway Phase II Project.  This 
change order will increase the contract amount by $13,000.00 for a new not to exceed 
amount of $52,500.00 (Daniel Helms, Director Transportation) Finance Committee 
Recommendation  

  x. Approval of Letter of No Objection from Boardwalk Ethane Pipeline, LLC (BEP), for the 
Energy Transition Parkway - Phase II project and approval for Parish President Clint 
Cointment to execute the agreement (Daniel Helms, Director Transportation) Finance 
Committee Recommendation  
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  y. Approval of Letter of No Objection from EnLink Processing Services, LLC (EnLink), for 
the Energy Transition Parkway - Phase II project and approval for Parish President 
Clint Cointment to execute the agreement (Daniel Helms, Director 
Transportation) Finance Committee Recommendation  

  z. Approval of Letter of No Objection from Gulf South Pipeline Company, LLC (Gulf 
South), for the Energy Transition Parkway - Phase II project and approval for Parish 
President Clint Cointment to execute the agreement (Daniel Helms, Director 
Transportation) Finance Committee Recommendation  

  aa. Approval of Consent to Encroachment Over Pipeline Servitude from Shell Pipeline 
Company, LP (Shell), for the Energy Transition Parkway - Phase II Project and 
approval for Parish President Clint Cointment to execute the agreement (Daniel Helms, 
Director Transportation) Finance Committee Recommendation  

  bb. Approval of Cooperative Endeavor Agreement between Ascension Parish Government 
and the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (LADOTD) for the 
Roddy Road at Black Bayou Road (LA 934) Roundabout Project and approval for 
Parish President Clint Cointment to execute the Agreement (Daniel Helms, Director 
Transportation) Finance Committee Recommendation  

  cc. Approval of Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (LADOTD) 
Change Order No. 6 to the contract with R.J. Daigle and Sons Contractors, Inc., for the 
Ascension Parish Overlay Program, State Project H.014704, for reconciliation of final 
quantities.  This Change Order decreases the contract amount by -$8,116.78 for a new 
total contract amount of $3,602,157.69 (Daniel Helms, Director Transportation) Finance 
Committee Recommendation  

  dd. Approval of Final Acceptance of the Ascension Parish Overlay Program Project, State 
Project H.014704 - R.J. Daigle and Sons Contractors, Inc. (Daniel Helms, Director 
Transportation) Finance Committee Recommendation  

  ee. Approval of Renewal of Professional Service Contracts for Surveying and Subsurface 
Utility Engineering Services with the following firms: Earles and Associates, LLC, 
Crescent Engineering and Mapping, LLC, Quality Engineering and Surveying, LLC, and 
SJB Group, LLC.  Original Contract Date: November 17, 2022, with one year renewal 
terms not to exceed a total of five (5) years. Total amount not to exceed $150,000.00, 
to be shared with other providers (Daniel Helms, Director Transportation) Finance 
Committee Recommendation  

  ff. Approval of Cooperative Endeavor Agreement between Ascension Parish Government 
and the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (LADOTD) for the 
Roddy Road at Bayou Narcisse Road (LA 935) Intersection Reconstruction as part of 
the Roddy Road Widening (US 61 - LA 935) - Phase I Project and approval for Parish 
President Clint Cointment to execute the Agreement (Daniel Helms, Director 
Transportation) Finance Committee Recommendation  

  gg. Approval to enter into a Contract with CMC Corporate Solutions to provide quarterly 
preventative maintenance and 24/7 emergency repair services on all Lamar Dixon 
Expo Center chiller plants, air conditioning and heating units, and exhaust fans. 
Contract amount not to exceed $100,000.00 (Chris Welch, Manager Event Operations 
Lamar Dixon Expo Center) Finance Committee Recommendation  

  hh. Approval of Amendment No. 3 to Grass Cutting Contract with E&C Bush Hogging, LLC 
to extend the contract term for one year.  Original Contract Date: 1/1/2024 with two (2) 
one-year renewal options after the initial term. The total annual amount is $208,188.00 
for the second extended term of (1) year "extension period" (Geoff Sanders, Supervisor 
IV Recreation) Finance Committee Recommendation  

  ii. Approval of Change Order No. 1 to the contract with Cypress Roofing, LLC for the 
Removal and Replacement of the District Attorney's Building "D" Roof Project for an 
increase of $7,323.42 for additional work not in the original scope of contract due to 
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unforeseen conditions. Total contract price with change order is $51,477.71 (Dean 
Thomason, Project Manager III) Finance Committee Recommendation  

  jj. Approval of Amendment No. 2 to the Master Contract for Professional Services with 
McKim & Creed, Inc. for the Water Sector Program.  The amendment only extends the 
term of the project and does not affect the original contract price.  Original Contract 
Date: September 26, 2022 with an option to renew for one (1) year after the one 
(1) year period ends, not to exceed a total of three (3) years (Dean Thomason, Project 
Manager III) Finance Committee Recommendation  

  kk. Approval to enter into a Legal Services Contract with Roy, Keisel, Ford, Doody & North, 
APLC to conduct trademark and patent work on the Parish logo for an amount not to 
exceed $10,000.00 (Jean-Paul Robert, Parish Attorney) Finance Committee 
Recommendation  

  ll. Approval of Amendment No. 1 to the Legal Services Contract with Daigle, Fisse, & 
Kessenich to increase the contract by $50,000.00 for a total contract amount not to 
exceed $200,000.00 to continue representation in general legal matters through April 
22, 2026 (Jean-Paul Robert, Parish Attorney) Finance Committee Recommendation  

(8) General Business 
  a. Approval of Cooperative Endeavor Agreement with Woman's Hospital Foundation for 

women's healthcare services to the residents of Ascension Parish.  Payment to the 
provider shall be $14,250.00 per month (Colleen Arceneaux, Director Health and 
Community Development) Deferred from October 16th and November 6th Regular 
Council Meetings  

  b. Approval of Amendment No. 1 to the Cooperative Endeavor Agreement with Our Lady 
of the Lake Hospital, Inc. to remove women's health services and adjust payment 
accordingly, due to contracting with Woman's Hospital to provide these services The 
new amount will be $341,666.67 per month beginning on November 1, 2025 (Colleen 
Arceneaux, Director Health and Community Development) Deferred from October 16th 
and November 6th Regular Council Meetings  

  c. Ratification of Local Declaration of Emergency - Red Dirt at LAlumina Burnside 
Aluminum Plant - to extend the declaration as necessary until the threat of danger has 
been resolved, pursuant to LA RS 29:727(D)(1)  (James Leblanc, Director of 
Governmental Affairs) 

  d. Resolution - amending the Resolution adopted on January 4, 2024 to remove the" 
Parish Sales Tax" from the list of designated sales taxes dedicated to funding 
economic development projects within Highway 30 Industrial Corridor Economic District 
of the Parish of Ascension, State of Louisiana and otherwise providing with respect 
thereto (CAO Ricky Compton) Chairman Chase Melancon, Councilman Brian 
Hillensbeck, Parish President Clint Cointment) 

(9) Zoning Recommendations  
  a. Zoning Review ID PZ-3757.25- Zeringue Properties - located on the south side of LA 

Highway 405 approximately 2,200' east of Mulberry Grove Road - to amend the 
Ascension Parish Zoning Map from Conservation (C) to Heavy Industrial (HI), Light 
Industrial (LI), Medium Intensity Residential (MI) and Mixed Use (MU) TO ACCEPT OR 
DENY recommendation of the Zoning Commission to APPROVE   

  b. Zoning Review ID PZ-3773.25 - Lot B1 for Crawfish Properties, LLC - located on the 
west side of LA Highway 73 approximately 380' south of Cattle Avenue - to amend the 
Ascension Parish Zoning Map from Medium Intensity Residential (RM) to Mixed Use 2 
(MU2) TO ACCEPT OR DENY the Zoning Commission recommendation to APPROVE 

  c. Zoning Review ID PZ-3787.25 - for Greg Swanson - located on the south side of LA 
Highway 30 approximately 1750' west of LA Highway 941 - to amend the Ascension 
Parish Zoning Map from Rural (R) to Mixed Use 2 (MU2) TO ACCEPT OR DENY the 
Zoning Commission recommendation to APPROVE 
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(10) Introduction of Ordinances - (Legal Counsel) 
  a. Introduction of Ordinance - to authorize Ascension Parish Government, through the 

office of the Parish President, to purchase or otherwise acquire certain parcels, rights 
of way, and/or servitudes for the Move Ascension Program, particularly project LA 621 
at Roddy Road Roundabout, Parish Project #MA 19-02 (ROAD20008) (Legal Counsel) 

  b. Introduction of Ordinance - to authorize Ascension Parish Government, through the 
office of the Parish President, to purchase or otherwise acquire certain parcels, rights 
of way, and/or servitudes for the Move Ascension Program, particularly project LA 44 at 
Parker Road Roundabout, Parish Project #MA-22-05 (ROAD220024) 

  c. Introduction of Ordinance - to amend the Ascension Parish Unified Land Development 
Code (LDC) Appendix V - Drainage, specifically amend Section 17-506 A. Protection of 
existing watersheds and conveyance systems; and to amend Section 17-5013. Design 
criteria Planning Commission recommends APPROVAL  

  d. Introduction of Ordinance - to amend the Ascension Parish Unified Land Development 
Code (LDC) Appendix IV - Subdivision Regulations, specifically to amend Attachment 
B. Drainage Impact Study Procedure; amend Section 17-405. Preliminary plat 
procedure; and amend Section 17-4026 Family Partition Planning Commission 
recommends APPROVAL  

  e. Public Hearing (as required for Road Infrastructure Districts at Introduction) - to amend 
the Ascension Parish Code of Ordinances to create a Road Infrastructure District (RID) 
designated as Parish of Ascension Road Infrastructure District #IDD-2025-01 
(Riverton, 2nd Filing) pursuant to the Ascension Parish Unified Land Development 
Code (LDC) Appendix IV - Subdivision Regulations, Section 17-4011 - Approval of 
Final Plat Procedure F. Infrastructure Development District 

  f. Introduction of Ordinance - to amend the Ascension Parish Code of Ordinances to 
create a Road Infrastructure District (RID) designated as Parish of Ascension Road 
Infrastructure District #IDD-2025-01 (Riverton, 2nd Filing) pursuant to the Ascension 
Parish Unified Land Development Code (LDC) Appendix IV - Subdivision Regulations, 
Section 17-4011 - Approval of Final Plat Procedure F. Infrastructure Development 
District 

  g. Introduction of Ordinance - to amend the Ascension Parish Zoning Map from 
Conservation (C) to Heavy Industrial (HI), Light Industrial (LI), Medium Intensity 
Residential (MI) and Mixed Use (MU) Zoning Review ID PZ-3757.25- Zeringue 
Properties - located on the south side of LA Highway 405 approximately 2,200' east of 
Mulberry Grove Road  

  h. Introduction of Ordinance - to amend the Ascension Parish Zoning Map from Medium 
Intensity Residential (RM) to Mixed Use 2 (MU2) Zoning Review ID PZ-3773.25 - Lot 
B1 for Crawfish Properties, LLC - located on the west side of LA Highway 73 
approximately 380' south of Cattle Avenue 

  i. Introduction of Ordinance - to amend the Ordinance adopting a Classification Plan to 
adjust pay ranges to allow for a 2026 Cost of Living Adjustment for all Ascension 
Parish Government employees effective January 5, 2026 (Megan Babin, Director 
Human Resources) Finance Committee Recommendation  

(11) Public Hearings Ordinances - (Legal Counsel) 
  a. Reading of Ordinance - to amend the 2025 Budget and appropriate the 2026 Budget 

for Ascension Parish Government (Dawn Caballero, Chief Financial Officer) 
  b. Public Hearing - to consider an ordinance to amend the 2025 Budget and appropriate 

the 2026 Budget for Ascension Parish Government 
  c. Ordinance - to amend the 2025 Budget and appropriate the 2026 Budget for Ascension 

Parish Government 
  d. Reading of Ordinance - to amend the Ascension Parish Zoning Map from Conservation 

(C) to Light Industrial - Zoning Review ID PZ - 3720.25 - Lot B-3-A for Wastepro of 
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Louisiana, Inc. - located on the north side of N. Robert Wilson Rd. approximately 1500' 
east of Rayco Sandres Rd 

  e. Public Hearing - to consider an ordinance amending the Ascension Parish Zoning Map 
from Conservation (C) to Light Industrial -  Zoning Review ID PZ - 3720.25 - Lot B-3-A 
for Wastepro of Louisiana, Inc. - located on the north side of N. Robert Wilson Rd. 
approximately 1500' east of Rayco Sandres Rd 

  f. Ordinance - to amend the Ascension Parish Zoning Map from Conservation (C) to Light 
Industrial -  Zoning Review ID PZ - 3720.25 - Lot B-3-A for Wastepro of Louisiana, Inc. 
- located on the north side of N. Robert Wilson Rd. approximately 1500' east of Rayco 
Sandres Rd 

(12) Adjourn 
 

 

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance, please contact the 
Council Secretary’s Office at (225) 450-1234 or (225) 450-1233 to submit a request.  
Ascension Parish Meeting are accessible for public viewing on YouTube (@ascensionparish), Facebook 
(Parish of Ascension), Channel 21 on REV and Cox and the Ascension21 app on Roku, Amazon Firestick, 
Apple TV, Android and iOS devices  
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P A R I S H  O F  A S C E N S I O N
ADMINISTRATION 

615 E Worthey Rd. 
Gonzales, LA. 70737 

(225) 450-1200
www.ascensionparish.net 

 Clint Cointment 

Parish 

Agenda Item Preview – Must be submitted with your item & any packet items. 

Meeting & Date: Finance Committee— November 13, 2025 

Requester Name: Kaitlyn Thompson 

Requester’s Department: Legal 

Requester’s Email Address: kaitlyn.thompson@apgov.us 

Requester’s Phone Number: 225-450-1134 

Presenter Name: Kate MacArthur 

Agenda Item (Description to be used on agenda): 

Approval of Renewal of Cooperative Endeavor Agreement with Ascension Economic Development 
Corporation to promote and develop industry, commerce, and economic development for a NTE 
amount of $322,800.00. 

How is this item being funded? (To be completed by FINANCE) General Fund - Economical 
Development - Appropriations & Grants

BRIEF description of what the item is (3-4 bullet points) 
• Approval of Renewal of Cooperative Endeavor Agreement
• with Ascension Economic Development Corporation
• to promote and develop industry, commerce, and economic development
• for a NTE amount of $322,800.00.

How was this item procured? (Bid, Request for Quotes – 3, Request for Proposal, State Contract, etc.): 

N/A 

What company are we procuring from: 

Ascension Economic Development Corporation  

If there is a unit price or not to exceed (NTE) amount, please list those details here BRIEFLY: 

NTE amount: $322,800.00. 

If it’s a renewal, when was it originally procured and what are we renewing instead of “re-bidding”: 

N/A 

http://www.ascensionparish.net/
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RENEWAL OF COOPERATIVE ENDEAVOR AGREEMENT 

 
This Cooperative Endeavor Agreement is entered on the date and year hereinafter subscribed by 
and between: 
 

ASCENSION PARISH GOVERNMENT, hereinafter referred to as “Parish”, a 
political subdivision of the State of Louisiana, herein represented by Clint Cointment, 
Parish President, duly authorized to represent the Parish of Ascension in this matter by 
virtue of a Resolution adopted by the Parish Council; 

And 
ASCENSION ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION, hereinafter referred 
to as “AEDC”, a Louisiana Corporation, domiciled in the parish of Ascension, State of 
Louisiana; whose mailing address is declared to be 1210 E. Worthey St., Unit B, 
Gonzales, LA 70737, herein represented by _________, its _______________, duly 
authorized; 
 

****************************************************************************** 
 

WITNESSETH 
 

Now comes the Parish and the AEDC, through their duly authorized representatives, who  
 
declared that they are availing themselves of the provisions of law, including but not limited to,  
 
the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, Article 7, Section 14, La. R.S. 51:1201, et seq, and the  
 
Ascension Parish Home Rule Charter, by which they do enter into this Cooperative Endeavor  
 
Agreement, hereinafter “agreement”, to promote, encourage, and develop industry and  
 
commerce in the Parish of Ascension and for the purpose of providing and serving the residents  
 
of Ascension Parish with greater economy and efficiency related to economic development  
 
within the Parish: 
 
Whereas, the Parish has the authority granted by law to make an agreement between public  
 
entities and private agencies to engage jointly in the promotion and development of economic  
 
development, 
 
Whereas, such arrangement may provide for the joint use of funds, facilities, personnel or  
 
property or any combination thereof necessary to accomplish the purpose of this cooperative  
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endeavor agreement; 
 
Whereas, The Parish and the AEDC recognize that their efforts and purposes related to  
 
economic development with Ascension Parish Government are parallel; 
 
Whereas, each party has limited funding; and 
 
Whereas, a joint effort by the Parish and the AEDC can provide the best effort to promote  
 
economic development within the Parish and to achieve the parallel purpose and goals of the  
 
parties related to economic development, 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND AGREED BY PARTIES, AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Purpose.  The purpose of this agreement is to promote and develop industry, commerce, and  
 
economic development in the Parish of Ascension.  The parties affirmatively declare that this  
 
agreement is designed and intended to achieve a public purpose.  The development of industry  
 
and commerce in the Parish of Ascension is beneficial to the residents of the Parish of Ascension  
 
and to the Parish, as a governmental entity.  
 
Consideration by AEDC. In consideration of the agreement by the Parish, the AEDC shall 
provide the following: 
 

1. Any and all necessary staff to promote effective economic development, as determined  
by the Board of Directors. 

 
2. Adequate office space and telephone services necessary to promote effective economic  

development. 
 

3. Written reports to all members of the parish Administration and Council. 
 

4. Business training programs to promote continued economic development within the Parish. 
 
5. Economic development and small business information services to residents and 

businesses located within the Parish. 
 

6. Advertising, as the AEDC deems appropriate, intended and created to promote economic 
development in the Parish of Ascension, as well as the development of local industry and 
commerce. 
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Consideration by Parish.  The Parish will provide the AEDC the sum of THREE HUNDRED  
 
TWENTY-TWO THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED AND NO/100 ($322,800.00) DOLLARS  
 
per year to assist the AEDC in providing the services listed above for the term set forth in  
 
Paragraph 7 hereinafter, which sum shall be paid in the amount of TWENTY-SIX THOUSAND  
 
NINE HUNDRED AND 00/100 ($26,900.00) DOLLARS per month beginning on January 1,  
 
2026.  The AEDC acknowledges that the obligations of the Parish are completely fulfilled by the  
 
payments contemplated in this paragraph.  The Parish shall have no additional liability,  
 
responsibility, or obligation in this matter.  
 
Renewal.  The parties shall have the option to renew this cooperative endeavor agreement,  
 
provided both parties agree on any subsequent renewal. 
 
Amendment. This agreement is the entire and complete agreement between the parties.  Any  
 
amendment to this agreement must be in writing and approved by both parties.   
 
Reporting.  The AEDC’s President/CEO shall provide a status report on economic development  
 
progress and programs within Ascension Parish to the Ascension Parish Council semi-annually.   
 
Additionally, the AEDC will provide such other services related to economic development as  
 
may reasonably be requested by the Parish.  
 
Term.  The term of this agreement shall be from January 1, 2026 through December 31, 2026.   
 
However, the Parish may terminate the agreement upon thirty (30) days’ notice, and the Parish  
 
has no obligation to fund this agreement past the first year.  Should the Parish of Ascension fail  
 
to fund this endeavor in any subsequent year past the initial years funding, the agreement shall be  
 
void, and there will be no further obligation owed by either party.  
 
Audit.  The Parish reserves the right to audit or inspect the financial records for the AEDC, with  
 
or without prior notice, to ensure compliance with the terms of this cooperative endeavor  
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agreement.  
 
Non-Assignment.  This agreement is strictly between the parties and shall not be assigned,  
 
without the express written consent of both parties.  
 
Indemnification.  AEDC agrees to hold harmless the Parish for any activities conducted  
 
pursuant to the agreement and acknowledges that the Parish does not have any control over  
 
employees, equipment, or instrumentalities of AEDC, and that such is the sole responsibility of  
 
AEDC. Each party shall be solely responsible and liable for the actions or omissions of the  
 
employees, offices, or agents of that party.  
 
Each party hereby agrees to hold the other party free and harmless from any and all claims for  
 
damages arising as a result of the acts, fault or liability of the other party.  Further, each party  
 
agrees to indemnify the other party from any and all claims, demands, costs, judgments,  
 
attorney’s fees, or expenses arising out of said actions.  Each party agrees to indemnify and hold  
 
the other party harmless from any and all actions attributable to that party.  Neither party shall be  
 
responsible for the actions of any other party or that party’s officers or employees.  
 
THUS AGREED, DONE AND SIGNED in Gonzales, Louisiana, in duplicate originals.  
 

ASCENSION PARISH GOVERNMENT 
 
By: _______________________________ 
       Clint Cointment, Parish President 

Date: _____________________________ 

 
ASCENSION ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION 
 
By: _______________________________ 

Title: ______________________________        

Date: ______________________________ 
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