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40% JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
PARISH OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
STATE OF LOUISIANA
NO. C-85336 DIV. A

RURAL ROOTS LOUISIANA, HARRY JOSEPH SR.,
and LOUISIANA BUCKET BRIGADE,

Plaintiffs,
VERSUS
THE PORT OF SOUTH LOUISIANA,

Defendant.

AMENDED PETITION FOR DECLARATORY AND INJUNCTIVE RELIEF
WITH SUPPLEMENTAL PETITION AT PARAGRAPHS 30-36

NOW INTO COURT, through undersigned counsel, come Rural Roots Louisiana, Harry
- Joseph Sr., and the Louisiana Bucket Brigade (collectively, “Plaintiffs™), who bring this action
_ pursuant t(; La. Code of Civ. Proc. Art. 1871 for declaratory and injunctive relief to obtain a judicial
' determination as to whether the Port of South Louisiana (“Defendant” or “the Port”) must publish
. public notice in the official journal of the State, pursuant to Article VII, Section 8(C) of the
. Louisiana Constitution, of its decision to preliminarily authorize the issuance of up to $400 million
in revenue bonds and $40 million in bond anticipation notes.

If the Court determines that the Port must publish notice of the decision to issue bonds in
 the official journal of the State, Plaintiffs request an order from this Court restraining the Port from
proceeding with the bond issuance until such -time as notice has been properly published.

BACKGROUND

1. The Port of South Louisiana plans to issue $400 million in bonds for the construction
of a major dock and ancillary facilities. As confirmed in records obtained from the Port in response
: to a public records request, the Port did not publish public notice of its decision to do so in the

official journal of the State as required by Article VII, Section 8(C) of the Louisiana Constitution.

Proper legal notice is important, as a general matter, and even more so in this instance because the



publication of notice starts a 30-day clock which is the only time during which the validity of bond
issuances may be questioned, pursuant to La. Const. art. VII, § 8(C).

2. Through media reporting and public records requests, it has been revealed that the
| $400 million in bonds is intended for construction of a major dock project and ancillary facilities
 to serve heavy industrial projects planned for the west bank of Ascension Parish in Modeste. These
* projects have been shrouded in secrecy through non-disclosure agreements among state, local, and
' Port officials' as well as confidentiality exemptions pursuant to controversial amendments in 2024
" to the Public Records Law allowing for records pertaining to negotiations of economic
- development projects to be withheld from the public.?

3.  This case is brought in the 40" Judicial District because the Port does not have
jurisdictional authority over Ascension Parish, while it does have jurisdictional authority in St.

. John the Baptist Parish and its offices are located in Reserve.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE
4. This court has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to La. Const. art. VII, § 8§,
' governing the issuance of bonds, and La. Code of Civ. Proc. art. 1871, governing declaratory
judgments.

5. Venue is proper in this Court for actions against state agencies, pursuant to La. R.S. §
~ 13:5104, as this Court presides in the judicial district in which the Port has jurisdictional authority,
- pursuant to La. R.S. § 34:2471(A), and in which its offices are located, i.e. at 1720 La. Hwy. 44,
Reserve, Louisiana, 70084.

PARTIES

6. Plaintiff Rural Roots Louisiana (“Rural Roots”) was founded in 2023, in
Donaldsonville, Louisiana. Its mission is to introduce kids to social justice and care of the earth,
- provide literacy I;rograms, promote community stewardship, and help make communities aware

* and educate kids on social justice by teaching art and gardening. Rural Roots’ members live in

. ! Drew Hawkins, 4 muzzle on elected officials’: NDAs ‘cloak’ Louisiana’s biggest business developments,

Mississippi Public Broadcasting (Mar. 27, 2026), https://www mpbonline.org/blogs/news/a-muzzle-on-elected-

- officials-ndas-cloak-louisianas-biggest-business-developments/.

2 Shawn Wilson, Behind Closed Doors: Louisiana’s Dangerous New Transparency Law, The Bayou Insider (Apr.
. 26, 2025), https://thebayouinsider.substack.com/p/behind-closed-doors-louisianas-dangerous.

Page 2 of 8



Ascension Parish and in the area targeted for dock construction for heav;r industrial projects at
_ issue in this matter. Rural Roots purchases goods within and pays sales taxes to the State of
- Louisiana and Parish of Ascension.
7. Harry Joseph Sr. is a pastor and a resident of Ascension Parish. He owns property,
_ purchases goods, and pays sales taxes in the State and Ascension Parish, and resides in an area that
- would be affected by the Port’s construction project and heavy industrial expansion.
8. Louisiana Bucket Brigade (“Bucket Brigade™), is a Louisiana nonprofit organization,
based in New Orleans, that works for environmental health and justice with communities in
. Louisiana located near heavy industry. The organization works to achieve a healthy, prosperous,
~ pollution-free and just state where people, their health and environment are valued and prioritized
over profit. The Bucket Brigade has staff who do work in Ascension Parish in the area targeted for
. the Port’s construction project to be funded by the bond issuance. The Bucket Brigade purchases
| goods within the state and pays sales taxes to the State of Louisiana as do its members and staff.
9. Defendant Port of South Louisiana is a political subdivision of the State of Louisiana,
: pursuant to La. R.S. § 34:2471(A).
FACTS

10. On August 5, 2025, the Board of Commissioners of the Port of South Louisiana adopted
" a resolution giving preliminary approval to the issuance of up to $400 miilion in revenue bonds
and up to $40 million in bond anticipation notes.

11. Article VII, Section 8(B) of the Louisiana Constitution requires that “No bonds or other
* obligations shall be issued or sold by the state, directly or through any state board, agency, or
commission, or by any political subdivision of the state, unless prior written approval of the bond
commission is obtained.”

12. The Port is a political subdivision of the State pursuant to the statute creating it, La,

R.S. § 34:2471(A).2

3 A separate article in the Louisiana Constitution addresses bond issuances by local governments and their political
- subdivisions and requires that public notice be made in “the official journal of the political subdivision or, if there is
none, in a newspaper having general circulation therein,” La. Const. art. VI, § 35(B). The Port of South Louisiana is
not included within the definition of “political subdivision” as it is used and defined for purposes of Article VI. In
- accprdance with La. Const. art. VI, § 44(2), “political subdivision” throughout that article and context “means a
parish, municipality, and any other unit of local government, including a school board and a special district,
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13. Article VII, Section 8(C) of the Louisiana Constitution requires that an issuing agency,
: “after authorizing the issuance of bonds by resolution, shall publish once in the official journal of
the state, as provided by law, a notice of intention to issue the bonds.”

14. Article VII, Section 8(C) further requires that the notice “shall include a description of
 the bonds and the security therefor.”

15. The Advocate newspaper based in Baton Rouge is the official journal of the State.*
16. In addition, the Louisiana Register is a monthly publication published by the Louisiana
* Division of Administration to provide access to legal notices issued by the executive branch of the
state government.’

17. Plaintiffs’ counsel have undertaken a search of both of these journals and found no
~ public notices of the Port’s decision on August 5, 2025, to preliminarily authorize the bond
issuance.

18. On March 16, 2026, Plaintiffs, through their counsel, inquired of the Port whether it
" had pub.lished a public notice of the August 5, 2025, resolution, and asked for a copy of any
" published notice.

19. The Port responded on March 18, 2026, with an affidavit showing that the minutes of
- the special meeting of the Board of Commissioners where the resolution was adopted were
~ published in the L’Observateur on October 22, 2025. _Afﬁdavit of publication, annexed hereto as
" Exhibit A.

20. The L’Observateurs is a local newspaper distributed through the parishes of St. Jobn -
~ the Baptist, St. Charles and St. James, and is not the official journal of the state of Louisiana.

21. The notice published by the Port did not corlnpl'y with the_constitutional requirement

_ in Article VII, section 8(C) that it be published “in the official journal of the state.”

authorized by law to perform governmental functions.” The Port of South Louisiana is “political subdivision of the
state” and not a “unit of local government.”

- 4See La.R.S. § 43:81 and Legislative Glossary, available at https://www.legis.la gov/legis/Cilossary.aspx.
3 Available at hitps:/www.doa.la. ov/doa/osr/louisiana-register/.

. 8 Available at https:/I observateur com/services/about-us/,
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22. The notice of the meeting minutes also -d{d not‘ comply with the constitutional
‘ requirement that the notice of a bond issuance “include a description of the bonds and the security
' therefor.”

23. The notice as published did not mention what the $400 million in bonds and $40 million
"~ in bond anticipation notes would be spent on, nor where.

24. Rather, as shown below, the notice simply described the resolution as “giving
- preiiminary approval to the issuance of not. exceeding (i) four hundred million dollars
~ ($400,000,000) of revenue bonds and (ii) forty million dollars ($40,000,000) of bond anticipation

- notes of the Port of South Louisiana and providing for other matters in connection therewith.”

Al !.1 M‘mm(aa“ﬂ
l‘ITI' FLCHUNDRED ML
T‘C‘IF

Y]"]. Iy : :
igﬁon was cl’femd by Come

missu:ner Bazile and second-
by Commissioner Dumas t&
adnp that Resolutlon, which
ls attached as Exhibit 5B, Af-
ter discusaion, the Motion was
called for a vate, which was ag
fellows:
YEAS Mr. Scontrino, Ms. Du.
mas, Mrs. Heboert, Mn Mumay,
Mr, Burks, Mr Bazﬂe. Mr. LeB-
lanc, Mr. Dube", M, Joseph
NAYS None
ABSTAIN Nena
ABBENT None

25. In response to a public records request, the Port provided the resolution adopted at
: the special meeting of the Port Board.
26. While the resolution provides at least a bit more information to the effect that the
bonds would be used to fund the construction of a dock and ancillary facilities, the resolution did
: not indicate where the construction would take place nor any other information about the project.
Resolution Giving Preliminary Authorization for the Issuances of Bonds, annexed hereto as
| Exhibit B.
27. The resolution itself was not published in any journal, neither the L’Observateur nor

The Advocate.
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28. It is only through public reporting and other records received in response to public
~ records requests that it is clear that this l:;ond issuance is connected to the heavy industrial
development in Modeste, Louisiana, in Ascension Parish."’

29. Clarity as to the requirements of public ﬁotice is not a mere formality. Particularly

_ given the lack of transparency around these developments, the amount of debt being incurred

through bond issuances, and the strict requirements for testing the validity of bond issuances, it

_ takes on heightened importance in such circumstances.

PRAYER FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs pray that, after due proceedings had, this Court:

(1) Render a declaratory judgment determining whether the Port of South Louisiana
must a) publish notice of resolutions authorizing the issuances of bonds in the
official journal of the state, and b) include a description of the bonds and security
therefor, pursuant to Article VII, Section 8(C) of the Louisiana Constitution; and,

(i)  Ifthe answer is affirmative, issue an order restraining the Port from proceeding
with the bond issuance before publishing notice as required by Article W,

Section 8(C) of the Louisiana Constitution.

PLAINTIFFS’ SUPPLEMENTAL PETITIONI
FOR DECLARATORY AND INJUNCTIVE RELIEF
NOW INTO COURT, through undersigned counsel, come Rural Roots Louisiana, Harry
- Joseph Sr., and the Louisiana Bucket Brigade (collectively, “Plaintiffs”), who bring this
- Supplemental Petition for Declaratory and Injunctive Relief, pursuant to La. Code of Civ. Proc.
" art. 1155, to bring forth allegations of fact and an additional claim for relief that have become
* known to therr and exigible since the filing of the original and amended complaint in this matter,

. who therefore allege as follows:

" 7 Anthony McAuley, Jeff Landry's trade plan aims to keep peace between Louisiana ports. It just got an early win.,
. nola.com (A_ug. 24, 2026), https://'www.nola.com/news/business/jeff-landrys-trade-
between-louisiana-ports-it-just-got-an/article 689d3cb5-820c-421c-adbf-88fcObf6e0de himil.
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30.  Through records received on May 26, 2026, from L 'Observateur in response to a
third-party subpoena, Plaintiffs learned that the notice of the Resolution at issue in this matter was
" not published in the Oct. 22, 2025, edition of that journal, contrary to the Port’s assertion that it
| had been, and as described in paragraphs 18-25 of the foregoing Amended Complaint.

31.  Asdescribed in Paragraph 19 of the Amended Complaint, on March 18, 2026, the

- Port provided an affidavit to undersigned counsel which indicated that the minutes of the special

- meeting of the Board of Commissioners where the Resolution was adopted were published in the _

" L’Observateur on October 22, 2025.

32.  Accepting the Port’s affidavit as true but not seeing the minutes of the August 5t

" meeting in the October 22, 2025, edition of L ’Obgervateur_, nor any other edition, after

- commencing this litigation, Plaintiffs requested that a document subpoena issue to the publisher

. for an official copy of the October 22, 2025, edition, as well as all communications with the Port

" concerning notices to be placed in that edition.

33.  On May 26, 2026, the publisher provided a copy of the October 22,2025, edition,

~ annexed hereto as Exhibit C, along with communications with the Port concerning notices to be

- published there.

34, As can be seen in that exhibit, the minutes of the August 5th, 2025, special meeting

‘ of the Port were not published in that edition, contrary to the representation in the affidavit

. provided by the Port.

35.  The documents received from the publisher also indicate that the Port requested
that the minutes of the August 5, 2025, meeting be published, but for some reason unknown to

. Plaintiffs they were not. |

36.  Whatever the reason for the failure to publish the minutes of that meeting, the lack
of published notice 6f the Resolution and the proceedings of the Port at the special meeting held
: on August 5, 2025, violates La. R.S. 43:171, which requirés that the proceedings of the governing
‘ bodies of political subdivisions of the state be published in a newspaper, and La. R.S. 42:20(B)(2),
governing publication of written minutes of meetings of public bodies, in addition to La. Const.

_ art. VI, §8(C) governing notice by state agencies of decisions to issue bonds (which Plaintiffs
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urge applies to the Port), as well as La. Const. art. VI, §35(B) governing notice by local

. governments of such decisions (which the Port argues applies).

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs pray that, in addition to the relief sought in the Amended

- Complaint, after due proceedings had, this Court also:

(iii)  Declare the Resolution adopted by the Port to be null and avoid, as the written
minutes of the proceedings of the special meeting on August 5, 2025, and notice
of the Port’s Resolution were never published in a newspaper or official journal;

(iv)  Award such other relief as the Court may deem just and proper.

~ William P. Quigley Pamela C. Spees
La. Bar Roll No. 7769 La. Bar Roll No. 29679
Professor Emeritus of Law Astha Sharma Pokharel*

- Loyola University College of Law Kayla Vinson*

7214 8t. Charles Avenue Center for Constitutional Rights
New Orleans, LA 70118 666 Broadway, 7t Floor
Tel. (504) 710-3074 New York, NY 10012

" Fax (504) 861-5440 Tel. (212) 614-6431
quigley77@gmail.com Fax (212) 614-6499

pspees@ccrjustice.org
astha.sharmapokharel@ccrjustice.org
kvinson(@ccrjustice.org

Counsel for Plaintiffs

*pro hac vice application forthcoming

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that a copy of the above and foregoing has been served upon all known counsel

of record by electronic mail on this 3rd day of June, 2026.

URR A~

Y I"ameia C. Spees
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Affidavit of Publication

PARISH OF e

ST. JOHNTHE BAPTIST LOUISIANA COMMISSION

- soron I
Before me, the undersigned authority, personally -
came and appeared “Eﬂ‘?&%ﬂi{é?u%‘f}'s#‘g‘*

JTEM 1-CALL TO ORDER
) A Chalmnan Mumey cglled the
\*.Jz.eawlmm 43

who being duly sworn, deposes and says; trino, Ms. Oumas, M. Heber,

< Mr LeBlang, Mr. Mucray, Mr, Ba.
Zile, Mr, Duha, Mr, Bu:

He/She Is a.dl:zl{laumor[zed agent of
L'OBSERVATEUR,

a newspaper published dally at 121 W Sixth
Street, LaPlace, Louisiang, 70068, .

Commissloner Dumas led the
Pledge of Alleglance,

@ puhlic comments,

Advertising was dpublished in said newspaper in
its Issue(s) dated: '

$132.81
10/22/25

W NN

Duly Authorized Agent

Subscribed and sworn fo before me this’
22nd Day of October, 2025 at LaPlace, LA

Moy Ge

Mary Jo Eskridge,; Netary Publio
State of Alabama at Large
My commission explres 03-02-2028

A Mollon was offared by Com-
missioner LeBlanc and second-
ad by Camimigslonar Habert 1o
-adopt that Resolution, which Is
attached as Exhiblf 5A. A dis-
cussion wes had regarding the
Cooparative Endeavor Agres-
ment batween the Port of South

er Baton Rouge, Afier discus-
sion, the Metlonwas cglled fora
vole, which was as follows:
YEAS Mr Sconiring, Ms. Du-
mas, Mrs. Hebert, Mr. Murray,
Mr, Burks, Mr, Bazlle, Mr. Le
lane, Mt, Duhe’, M. Joseph
NAYS Nona

ABSTAIN None
. ABSENT None

N_CONNECTION

A Motion walé cfferad by Come
S\ missloner Bazlla and Second-
< ; ed by Commissioner Dumas to

adopt that Resolutlon, which
Is attached as Exhlbit §B. Af-
fer discusslon, the Motion was
called for & vate, which was as
follows:

YEAS Mr, Scontrino, Ms. Du.
mas, Mrs, Hebert, Mr. Mumay,.
- Mr. Burks, Mr. Bazlle, Mr. LeB-
lang, M. Duhe”, M, Joseph
NAYS None

ABSTAIN None

ABSENT None

Account # 189822
Ad #2060414

PORT OF SOUTH LOUISIANA
P.O. BOX AE

1720 LA HWY 44

RESERVE, LA 70084

Meeting to ordar at 4:31 g.m. bac)
Eresent: Mr.'hoseph Mr. Scone

ITEM 3. PLEDGE OF ALLE: NAYSN

A Matien was cffered by Com-
missioner LeBlanc and secend-
ed by Commissioner Hebenrt to
adopt that Resclution, which
is attached as Exhiit 5C. Af-
ter discussion, the Motlon was
calﬂed far & vote, which was as
DWS:
YEAS Mr. Scenttine, Ms. Du-
mas, Mrs. Hahsrt, Mr. Murrag:
Mr. Burks, Mr. Bazile, Mr. Le
lanc, Mr. Duhe®, Mr. Joseph
one
ABSTAIN Nona
ABSENT Ngna

A Metion was offered by Com-
miagloner Scantino and sec-
onded by Commissloner Duhe
1o adop( that Resalulian, which
Is attached as Exhiblt SD. Al
ter discussion, the Motion wes
called- for & vote, which was a8
follows:
YEAS Mr. Scontdno, Ms. Du-
mas, Mrs. Hehert, Mr. Murray,
Mz, Burks, Mr. Bazlle, Mr. Le
lam\:; Mr. Duhie®, Mr. Joseph
ona

Louisiana and the Por of Graat- NAYS N

ABSTAIN None
ABSENT None

cian' Murray- Matter ta-
blad; needs‘fuhr‘thar legal raview,

JO ADD AN UPDATE FROM

A Motlon was ngemi by a:m-

missioner Scontring and sec-
anded by Commissloner Burks
to amend the egenda fo add an
update fram WSP, After discus-
slon, tha Motton was called fora
vate, which was as follows:
YEAS Mr Sconfrino, Ms. Du-
mas, Mrs. Hebert, Mr. Murray,
Mr. Burks, Mr. Bazfle, Mr. Lal
lane, Mr, Duhe’, Mr. Josaph
NAYS Mone

ABSTAIN None

ABSENT None

rogam and
Manager, WSP, USAInc, u
ed the Commission on Billding

71, project.

CCR 00680
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LI

y .
1‘? Fursuant to La. R.S, 42i17(A)

Q) and in accordancs with La.
tty. Gen, Op. No. 18- 0144, ihe
. Commiaslon shall recelve from
Its logal counsel attorney cllent
privileged communicalions as
pravided for by La. Cede Evid,
ant, 506(B). .
2} Pursuantto La. R.S. 42:17(A)
&). personhel matter.

Motlen was offered by Com-
missloner Hebart and seconded
'g Commissloner Duhe to enter

ecutive Sesslon, Invitees:
Attomneys: Peter Bufler, Rache-
al Jeanfreau and Kayla Jacob,
Time 4:37p.m.

YEAS Mr. Scontring, Ms. Ou-
mas, Mrs. Hebert, Mr, Murray,
Mr. Burks, Mr. Bazlle, Mr. LeB-
lang, Mr. Duhe’, Mr. Joseph
NAYS None

ABSTAIN Nane

ABSENT None

Chalrman Murray did not at-
tend Executive Sesslon.

A Motlian was offered by Com-
missloner Joseph and second-
ed by Commissioner Dumag fo
exit " Executive Session. Time
4:54 p.m, '

YEAS. Mr. Scontrine, Ms. Ou-
mas, dMrs, Mebsrt, . Murray,
Mr. Burks, Mr. Bazlia, Mr. LoE-
lang, Mr. Dshe', Mr. Joseph
NAYS None

. ABSTAIN None

ABSENT Ncne
Vica Chalrman Scontrino atat-
ed that no action was taken.

A Mation was o%rsd gy Com-

missioner Scontrine and _seo-
onded by Commissioner Duhe
aulhorizing and directing the

Port-to accep! the Resignation -

of Paul Matthews as Executive

" Diractor, The Motion was called

for a'vote, which was as follaws:

YEAS Mr Scontring, Ms, Du-

mas, Mrs. Hebert, Mr. Burks,

Mr. Bazile, Mr LgBlane, Mr

Bubg’, Mr. Josaph

NAYS Nene

ABSTAIN Mr. Murray

ABSENT None

Chalrman Murnay stated on

tha resord that the vote re-

’ ﬁultgad In 8 Yeas and 1 Absen-
on,

A Wollon was offered by Com-

missloner Hebert and seconded

by Commissioner Scontiind au-

thorizing and directing the Port

to name Brlan Cox as is Interim

Exscutlve Director and that he
assumes all the responslbll‘lzl}v of
the Execuflive Dlraclor includ-
ing the authorily to execute.an

" documents, apreemenis, appli-
catlons, checks and any and all
official slgnatory ltems,

YEAS Mr. Scontring, Ms. Du-
mas, Mrs. Hebert, Mr. Murzay,
Mr. Burks, Mr. Bazile, M. Le
lang, Mr, Duhe®, Mr. Joseph
NAYS None

ABSTAIN None

ABSENT Nona

L ADJOURNMENT

A Moalion was offerad by Com-
misslenar LeBlang and second-
ed by Commissioner Dumas
that -the meeling be adjournad,
4:59 p.m.

YEAS Mr. Sconliing, Ms. Du-
mas, Mrs. Hebert, Mr. Murray,
Mr éurks. M. Bazilg, bt Lol

lang, Mr. Duhe®, Mr. Joseph
NAYS Nono

ABSTAIN None

ABSENT Nope

Stanley C. Bazile Secrelary

P Jna*Murra%. ill Chalrman
August 26, 2025

The cost of this nolice I3
$132.81. . )

L'Observateur
Oct. 22, 2025
B8.6.25 MINUTES

CCR 00681



The following resolution was offered byf_bg,_@/_e_-_, and second byé&nLQML_(:

RESOLUTION

A RESOLUTION GIVING PRELIMINARY APPROVAL TO
THE ISSUANCE OF NOT EXCEEDING (I) FOUR HUNDRED
MILLION DOLLARS ($400,000,000) OF REVENUE BONDS
AND (IT) FORTY MILLION DOLLARS ($40,000,000) OF BOND
ANTICIPATION NOTES OF THE PORT OF SOUTH
LOUISIANA AND PROVIDING FOR OTHER MATTERS IN
CONNECTION THEREWITH. -

WHEREAS, Chapter 30 of Title 34 of the Lovisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, as
amended, and other applicable constitutionat and stattory authority (the “Pors dei”) suthorizes
the Poxt of South Louisiena (the "Port*) to issue its revenue bonds, wtlch revere bonds shall be
solely the obligations of the Port, entitled to such priorities on the income, revenue, and receipis
of the Port as shall be provided; and |

WHEREAS, Section 1430 of Title 34 of the Louisians Revised Statutes of 1930, es
amended, and other applicable constitutional end statutory authority (the "Revenue Bond def* and
fogsther with the Port Act, the "4ef") anthorizes public enﬁﬁeﬁ such as the Porf to issue its revenue
bonds for any authorized purpose payable out of the income, revenues, and receipts derived or o
be derived from the properties and facilities owned, maintained or operated by the Port or received
by the Port from these properties and facilifies, or from contracts or agreements releting to these

"properties and facilities, including but not limited o lease or sublease agreements or other
financing agreements, between the Port or any other public or private entity; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioness of the Port of South Lovisiana (the "Board of
Commissioners"), in its capacity as governing authority of the Port, desires to give preliminary

approval of the jssuance of not exceeding $400,000,000 of Port Faoility Revenue Bonds (the

“Bonds"), in ore or more series on & tax-exempt ar taxable basis, pursuant fo the Act, for the

Exhibit B
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purpose of (i) acquiring, improving, equipping, and firnishing the Project described herein, ‘(ii)
funding debt service, capitalizéd interest, and other reserves, if required, and (_iii) paying costs of
jssuance of the Bonds; and _
' WHEREAS, pursuant to the authosity of Chapter 14-B of Title 39 of tho Louisiana Revised
Statutes of 1950, as amended and othet constitutional and statutory authority (the "Note Act"),_.'tlﬂs
Board of Commissioners 1';urther proposes to issue not exceeding $40,000,000 of Bond
Anticipation Notes of the Port (the "Nafes"), in om;: or more series on a tax;exempt or taxable
besis, to provide interim financing prior o and during the construction of the Project &escribed
herein; '
WHEREAS, the Bonds and Notes shall b secured as set f&m herei_n;-and
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners now wishes to apply to the State Bond
'Commission to obtain its approval for the issuance of the Bonds and employ professionals in
connection therevwith; |
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of the Port -
of South Louisians, acting as the governing authority of the Poxt, that:
SECTION 1. Preliminary approval is hereby given to the issuanee, sale and delivery of the
Bands described in the preamble heteto, The Bonds shall be issued for the purpose of (i) acquiring,
constructing, improving, equipping, and furnishing facilities of the Port consisting of a dock,
wharfage, conveyor belt, and other facilities used or usefuul in ¢onnection with one or more heavy
manufacturing industrial facilities (collectively, the "Project"), (if) funding debt service,
capitalized interest, and other reserves, if required, and (iii) paying costs of issuance of the Bonds,
The Bonds will mature no later than forty (40) years from the date thereof and will bear interest at

4 rate or rates not exceeding a fixed rate of nine per centui (%) per annum or a variable rate of
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twelve per centum (12%) per annum, The Bonds may be issued in one or more series, each;;uf
which may be taxable or tax-exempt, and shall be secured by and payable solely out of the inca;%le,
revenues, and receipts realized by the Port from the ownership or operation of the Project. ‘Il'he
Bonds may be issued in one or more series, each of which may‘ be taxable or tax-exempt; if issued
in multiple series, the Port shall be authorized to assign any such series of the Bonds a lower
priotity on said income, revenues, and receipts of the Project than it assigns any otl;pr series ofﬂ‘w
Bonds. The Port may elect to pay debt service on the Bonds with other available funds if it
determines in iis sole discretion that it is advisable to do so. The Bonds may be additionally
secured by & mortgege on all or any part of the Project, _

SECTION 2. Application is fucther made 16 the Staﬁ Bond Commission, for approval of
the issuance of not axceéding $40,000,000 of Bond Anticipation Notes, to pmv:’da interim
financing during the construction of the Project. The Notes shall be issued in one or more series
ona tax-exempt ot taxable basis, shall mature overa period not to exceed twelve (12) months from
the date thereof, and shall beer Interest at & rate or rates not to exceed nine percent (9%) per annum,
The Notes will be secured by a pledge of and payable solely from the proceeds of the Bonds and
the re;renues ];Iedged as security for the Bonds.

SECTION 3. THE BONDS AND THE NOTES SHALL BE LIMITED AND SPECIAL
OBLIG-ATIONSn OF THE PORT AND SHALL NOT CONSTITUTE OR CREATE AN
OBLIGATION, GENERAL OR SPECIAL, DEBT, LTABILITY OR MORAL OBLIGATION OF
THE STATE OR ANY OTHER. POLITICAL SUBDIVISION THEREQF, OTHER THAN THE
PORT, WITHIN THE MEANING OF ANY CONSTITUTIONAL - OR STATUTORY
PROVISIONS WHATSOEVER, AND 'NEITHER THE FAITH OR CREDIT NOR THE
TAXING POWER OF THE STATE OR OF ANY OTHER POLITICAL SUBDI\FISION
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THEEREOF IS PLEDGED TC THE PAYMENT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF OR.TI-IE INTEREST
ON THE BONDS AND THE NOTES. THE BONDS AND THE NOTES ARE NOT A -
GENERAL OBLIGATION OF 'I‘HE PORT BUT ARE A LIMITED AND SPECIAL REVENUE
OBLIGATION OF THE PORT PAYABLE SOLELY FROM THE INCOME, REVENUES ANID
RECEIPTS FLEDGED HEREIN. -

SECTION 4, A certified copy of this resolution and other ;pplicaiion materials shall be
forwarded to the Louisiana State Bond Commission, together with & request for the prompt
consideration and approval of this application.

By virtue of applicant/issuer’s application for; acceptance and ufilization of the benefits of
the Louisiana State Bond Commission’s spproval(s) resolved and set forth herein, it resolves that
it understands .and agrees that such epproval(s) are exﬁéessly vonditioned upon, and it further
resolves that it understands, dgrees and ‘binds itself, its successors and assigns to, full and
continuing compliance with the “State Bond Commission Policy on Approval of Proposed Use of
Swaps, or other forms of Derivative Products Hedges, Eic.", adopted by the Commission on July
20, 2006, es to the borrowing(s) and other matter(s) sﬁbject to the approval(s), including
subsequent application and approval under said Polioy of the implementation or use of any swap(s)
or other product(s) or enhancement(s) covered thereby. |

SECTION 5, This Board of Commissioners finds and determines that areal necessity exists
for the amploymcx_;_t of special counsel in connection with the issuance of the Bonds and Notes,
end accordingly, Foley & Judell, L.L.P., of New Orleans, Louisiana, as Bond Counsel, is hereby
employed 1o do and perform work of a traditional legal nature as bond counsel with respect fo the
issuance and sale of said Bonds and Notes. Said Bond Counsel shall prepare and submit to this
Board c;f Commissioners for adoption all of the proceedings incidental to the authorization,
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issnance, sale and delivery of such Bonds and Notes, shall counsel and advise this l:’toard of
Commissioners as to the fssuance and sale thereot; and shall furnish its opinions covering the

legality of the issuence of the Bonds.and Notes. The fee of Bond Counsel for each series of Bonds

or Notes shall be fixed at a sum not exceeding the fee allowed by the Attorney General's foe

guidelines for such bond counsel work and based on the amount of seid Bonds or Notes actually

issued, sold, delivered and paid for, plus "out-of-pockes” expenses, said fees to be contingent upon
the issuance, sale and delivery of said Bonds o Notes. The Executive Director of the Port is hereby

euthorized and directed to execute, and this Board of Commissioners hereby agrees to and accepts
the terms of, the engagement letter of Bond Counsel appended hereto. A certified copy of this
resolution shall be submiited ta the Attofney General of the State of Louisiana for approval of said
employment and of the fees hereln designated, and the -Executive Director and/or Chief
Adminisirative Officer of the Port are hereby empowered and directed to provide for payment of
the work herein specified from the proceeds of the Bords or Notes, as applicable, upon completion
thereof and under the condiﬁons herein enumerated vvithouE further approval of this Board of
Commissioners, \

SECTION 6. The Port hereby retains Government Consultants, Inc;, of Baton Rouge,
Louisians, to act as its Municipal Advisor ("}4") pursuant to the provisions of the Dodd-Frank
Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act and tize ules promulgated thereunder by the
Securities and Exchange Commission, The Port hereby acknowledges that it is represented by the
MA and will rely upon the advice of the MA with respect to the Bonds and Notes. The fee to be
paid the MA. shall be payable solely; from the proceeds of the Bonds or Notes when and if issuéd,
and the amount thereof shall be subject to the approval of the State Bond Commission. The
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Executive Director of the Port is hereby authorized and directed, in his discretion, to execute any
contract the MA may require with respeot to the engagement. - .

SECTION 7. Wells Fargo Seourittes, LLC, is hereby appolnted as placement
agent/underwriter in conneotion with the Bonds and Notes, any compensat?on to be subsequen;'tly
appraved by the Port and to be paid from the proceeds of the Bonds or Notes and contingent upon
the issuance of the Bonds or Notes; provided thet no compensation shall be due to said placement
agent/underwriter unless the Bonds or Notes are actually sold and delivered.

SECTION 8, Prior to the delivery of the Bonds, the Port presently interids and reasonably
expects that it may pay all or & portion of the costs of the Project ﬂm legally available funds in
ifs General Fund, Upon the issuance of the Bonds, the Port presently intends and reasonably’

-expects to relmburse any such expenditures for the Project from a portion of the proceeds of the
Bonds, provided that such reimbursement ghall be in an amount not currently reasonably expected
to exoeed the maxjmum principal amount of the Bonds set forth in Section 1 hereof. Any such
allocation of proceeds of the Bonds for reimbursement will be with respect to capital expenditures
(as defined in Reg. 1,150-1(b)) and will be made not later then 18 montb:s after the later of (i) the
date such expenditure was paid or (ii) the date on which the Project was placed in service ‘or
gbandoned, but in no event more tha'n three years after the original expenditure is paid, This Section
is intended to be a declaration of ofﬁcigl intent within the nieaning of Reg. 1.150-2, and certain -
terms used in this Section shall have the meaning given in such Regulation. For puzposes of this
Section, the Project includes acquiring, oonstmcti;lg, improﬁng, equipping, and furnishing
facilities of the Port consisting of a dock, wharfage, conveyar belt, and other facilities used or
useful m connection with one or more heavy memufacturing industrial facilitics, All of the
expenditures covered by this Section were or will be made on and after the date which is 60 days
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prior to the effective date of this Resclution or as otherwise allowed by Reg. 1.150-2 which

includes, among other things, an exception for "preliminary expenditures” as defined therein, |

This resolution having bean submitted to a vote, the vote thereon was es follows:

COMMISSIONERS YEAS NAYS  ABSENT ABSTAINING

P. Joey Murray, It
Joey Scontrino
Robbie LeBlanc
Stanley C. Bazile
Ryan Burks

Louis Joseph
Jason Duhe'
Florence Dumas
Julie Hebert

And the resolution was declared adopted on this, the 5% day of August, 2025,
¥

HHHT

g/ C, Bezille /o P. Josy Murray, HI )
Secretary Chairman
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STATE OF LOUISIANA |
PARISH OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST _

.1, the undersigned Secretary of the Board of Commissioners of Port of South Loq:'siaﬁa
(the "Board of Comumissloners"), acting as the governing authority of Port of South Louisiana (the
“Port") do hereby certify that the ﬁmgoing pages constitute a true and correct copy of a resoluﬁr‘m
adopted by the Board of Commissioners on August 5, 2025, giving preliminaty approval to the
isguance of not exceeding (i) Four Hundred Million Dollars ($400,000,000) of Reveoue Bonds énd
(i) Four Hundred Million Doflars ($400,000,000) of Bond Anticipation Notes to finance cepital
improvcmeﬁts of Port Facility Revenue Bonds of the Port df_Spu_th qu_lisiana, and pmvidir;g -_fof o
oﬁer matters in cotnection therewith.. - |

IN FAITH WHEREOF, witness my official signafure on this, the 5* day of August, 2025.
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By Amas Abba
‘the L'Cheervareur

Thousands of res-
idents and visitors
gathered at Thomas F.
Daley Memorinl Park
inLaplace, 5t. John the
Bagtist Parish, for the
three-day celchration
of the 50th Andoullle
Festival last weekend.

The 60th Andoutlle
Featival celebrated
§t. John the Baplist
Parlsh's rich culinary
heritage and the tra.
ditlen of local sausago
makers who have pro-
duced andouille for
gonerations. Organized
by Parish Presidemt
Jaclyn Hotard, the
event foatured live
performances, pgospel
stage music, food and
drinks, nris and crafts,
children's activlties,
and royalty.

For the first tme,
the annual Andoulile
Run/Walk drew 200
participanta, marking
its largest turnont in
the event's history.
“This year's Andoutlle

Festival was traly one
for the record books,”
sald President Hotard.
“From the jncredible
turnout to the amazing
foud, entertainment,
and family fun, our
community showed
exactly what makes
8t John Parish so spe-
clal”

And thls year, aver
two dozen food vendors
served- both local cui-
sines and sweets, The
sunny weather didn't
stop crowds from flock-
Ing to vendor booths
during the festival,
which sold everything
from andoullls sausage
BBQ, chicken stacks,
splcy sausage, and cow-
boy sundaes.

Butdespliehowmuch
it has grown over the
yoars, the core of the
festival has remalned
the same, rovelving
around feod and music,
bolstering the essence
of $t John's Parish
cuiture while slaying
slightly attuned to the
pulsa,

This year's mie-
stone celebrutlon was

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2025

Thousands gather at St John the Baptist Parish
for 50th Andouille Festival celebration

driven by a &tacked
performance schedule
featuriug local favor-
ites, brass bands, and
pational acts. Muslc
headliners  include
Amanda Shaw, the
Cute Guys, Shot Time,
Het & Brass Band, and
the Phunky 'Monkeys.
Other

Also, attendees sang
along to somo of Taylor
Swift's bigeest hits Hke
“Shake It Off," “Love
Btory,” “Blank Space,”
ond more durlng the
fastival. Presented by
Marathon Petroleum,
the festival's gospel
lineup on Sunday,
Oc¢lobor 16, brought
together local chureh-
es, choirs, and solo per-
formers For an after-
naon of mnste and spis-
Ituaf reftection.

Pastor Juan Adams
performwed  alengside
the house band, lol-
lowed by From My
Heart to Yours Church.
The Tchoupitonlas
Chape] Community
Cholr and New
Jerusalem  Baptist
Church added lush har-

15¢

.

™

dsof -
In Laplacs For the E0th Andoullls Festival

monles, showeasing
the reglon’s rich musl-
cal traditfons, Solojsta
and groups, Includ.
ing Tremt GCaddison,
Destiny Christian
Center, and Arvthur
Clayton with Anpinted
for Purpoese, performed
before culminating
in the headlining set,
=Arthur and Friends,”

ta and wialt

g ut Th

Prestdent Hotard also
expreased appreclation
to all those who made
the festival possible.
“Thank you to sur
vendors, sponsors, per-
formers, volunteers,
and Parlsh stalf whe
worked tirelessly fo
ensure this mifestons

F.Pajey Mamorial Park
everyone,” she said.
“This [estival conmtin:
ues to ynite gur com-
munlty year after year
— and the 50tk anni.
versary was no excep-
tion. It was a beautlful
reminder of our pee-
pla, our pride, and our
progress,”

year was safe,
ful, and memorable for
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Louisiana is set to slash
testing for high schoolers.
What it means for students
in St. John the Baptist Parish

By Amos Abba
The L'Observatenr

Starting in 2025,
high school sto.
dents in St. John the
Baptist Parish school
district will take one
comprehensive math
test and one English
test, instead of two
tests in each subject,
accarding lo officlals
from the Loulsiana
Board of Elementary
and Secondary
Education (BESE).
Tho current civics
and blology tests
will continue, total.
ihg four state tests
instond of six.

For students enter-
ing ninth grade in
the 2026-2027 school
year, Louisiana high
schools will adopt a
comprehensive exam
mndel for English
language arts and
math. Students will
take one end-of.
course exam in each
subject at tho end
of 10th grade rather
than two separate
tests.

The changes won't
affect Loulslana’s
graduation require-
ments, which require
high school students
to pass three state
exams, hut they will
reduce the mandato-
ry testing. Currently,
students arerequired
to take Bpglish I and
H, Algebra I and
Goometry, Bioclogy,
and Civics.

“This  surgleal
approach  reduces
testing while main.
talning the valldity
and rigor of these
vital assessments,”
sald Louisiana
Superintendent of
Education Dr. Cade
Brumley. “It shows
wa can listen to our
educators, Improve

the system, and
uphold high expecta-
tons,”

The shift aligns
with new Loulslana
Student Standards
for ELA and math
and s part of a
broator effort
by the Louisizna
Department of

Education to stream-
line state assess.
ments,

Qver the past year,
the gtate has already
reduced testing time
for grades 3-8 in
Englich and math by
20% and cut soclal
studies testing In
half for these same
grades. Officials are
also considering pos-
sible reductions In
sclence assessments.

State  education
leadors said the goal
Is to reduce testing
timo whila maintain-
ing accauntability
and acadomie rigor.
The chatges will
also help dlistricts
like St. Jolm the
Baptist Paclsh Public
Schools focus more
classroom tlme on
teaching rather than
test preparation.

Btate assessments
vemaih 4 key tool for
measuring’ student
progress and iden.
tifying arcaz where
schools can provide
additlonal suppert.

Fell

&

to right) Deputy Mike Cobum

; Sgt. Albernoe Harrle, Captain Jared

Sarunting, Steertt? Mike Tregre, Lt. Darens Coopar, and Sgt. Irn Morsali,

Credii 8JBP3O

St. John Sheriff’s Office hosts
“Teens and Traffic Stops”
course at West St. John High

By Amoz Abba
The EOSearvatear

Officera from the
St. John the Daptist
Parish Shoeriff's
Office arp teaching
lacal high  schoal
students how {o stay
safe duting traffic
stops through a new
educational program
launched by Sherifl
Mike Tregre,

The one-hour
"Teens and Traffle
Stops” course was
recently held at West
8t. John High School,
where funjors and
seniors Jearned what
to oxpect i thay are
pulled over and how
to Intoract safely

with law enforce.
ment officors,

*One of the most
important ilhings
in .life 15 survival”
Tregre told students.
“A lat of things
that happen in law
enforcoment start
and end with traf
fic stops, The infor-
mation you leéarn
todny will heolp you
get through a trafiic
stop anywhere in the
country.”

The sesslon was
divided Inte twn
parts: & classroom
segment focusod on
safe driving practie-
es and a hands.on

students participated
in mock traffic stops
as "drivers.”
Officers empha-
sizged the Impor-
tance of cooperation
and  communica-
tion during traffic
encounlers, Students
worg advised always
to present  their
driver's license and
name when asked
and to stay calm and
res B
“Just sign the tick.
et,” Tregre told the
class, *“Fva hoon
stopped. My family’s
been stepped.”, He
reminded students
that signing a eclia.

portion In the schosl
parking lot, w.hem

SEETRAFFICZA]
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DCE Secretary Davidson says Louisiana is
central to energy dominance policies

By Alten Wallace
The Cenzer Square

Loulsiana
Diepartment of
Coaservation and
Energy  Secretary
Dustin Davidson safd
communities wili
grow in unexpect-
od ways because of
states’ central relo
in America's push to
energy dominance,

"Within the last
year, we hsve had
roughly $70 billlon
of capital expondi-
tures announced In
Louisiana ~ that's
unheard of in 1 lot of
states,” Davison said
in a Thursday anddress
at the Loulsiana
Energy Summit in
New Orleans host-

ed by tho American
Counci! for Capital
Formation.

*Smatl Louislana
has always been able
to punch above our
weight and be able
to deliver needs to
the world and to the
notion In ways that
other states cannot, so
1 think it’s important
that we think about
thie fact that wo are
golng 1o be growing
in ways that we never
expocted beloro. Aswe
start to develop and
grow a little bit more,
we need to be focused
on how we ara golng
protect our reseurces
and how we can be
pariners in protecting
those resources,” safd
Davidson.

Davidson, appoint.

ed by Gov, Jeff
Landry in Sepiember
2025, i3 oversesing
a reorganization of
the Department of
Conservation and
Energy almed at
reducing burcauerat-
ic hurdles while also
adanting to modorn
industrial technolo-

gies.

“We took the oppor-
tupity to eliminate
someo of the duplica.
tive functions that
wo had in tho depart-
ment,” ho sald. “Now
we have one permit-
ting office - a per-
mitting  office that
handles coastal use
permiis, oil and gas
permlits, carbon cap-
ture permits, and any
other permlits that we
1ssue, The department

now has an enforce-
mend offics, ready to
enforce the laws on
the books, and an
Offlce of Energy that
i1s boing expanded
to mirror the feders
al Office of Energy,”
sald Davidzon.
Davidson sald
the Department of
Coneervation and
Energy, formerly
the Department of
Energy and Natural
Resources, has been
“reactive” in the
managemont of oil
and gas and water
rasources for years,
Inpart becanse of nut-
dated statutes on the
books since the early
1960s. Additlonally,
the depariment had
not been restructured
glnce 1976, Davidson

noled.

“We've taken the
stops as a Depariment
of Conservatien
and  Energy (o
work closoly with
Loulsinna Econamlc
Development to make
sure that any now
business they are
recruiting to the state
is communicated to
us, and that we¢ can
identlfy those permits
on the front end so0
that there's no lag or
no delay in deliver-
ing those prejects to
communities - proj-
ects lke we seo in
Richland, Loulsiana
with Meta or like we
see with other busi-
nesges that will ba
coming to the state,”
sald Davidson

“As we look ferward

to the development
of new technolagles —
and permilting proj.
ects agound the state
— we want make sure
that we're working
with the applicants
to make sure they
know that they need
to get out and partner
with the community,”
Davldson sald. )
Davidson said the
oil and gas Indusivy
wauld boneflt from o
lower severance tax.
“We've taken that
approach to make
sure that wo can bring
in new developers and
help out some of the
existing developers
that are looking for
new plays throughout
the state,” he sald,

Gaza man in Louisiana
arrested by federal

Juvenile
detention
numbers rise in
Caddo Parish

task force

By Nolan McKondry
The Cenrer Squere

Federa! agents have
arrested a Gaza man liv-
ing in Louisiana, saying he
led to ohtain a visa In the
United States after having
taken part in the Oct. 7, 2023,
attack by Hamas on Israel,

0.8. Attormey Goneral
Pam Bondl said Mahmoud
Amin Ya'qub Al-Muhtadi of
Lafayefte "has been found
and charged with partici-
pating In the atrocities of
QOctober 7 - the single dead-
liest day for Jewish peo-
ple sinca the Holocaust,™
addlng that the Justice
Dapartment’s Jojnt Task
Force October 7 "is dedi.
cated to finding and prose-
cuting those responsible ...
including the murder of doz-
ons of Americen citizens.,™

Asslstant Attorney Goneral
for Notlonsl Securily John
A. Eisenberg said courl fll-
ings describa Al-Muhtudl
arming himsell, recruiting
others and entering Israel
alter learning of tho assault.

Investigators say his
phone connected to a cell
tower near Kibbutz Kfar
Aza, whero many civillang
- incloding al Jeast four
Americans - were killed.

“This arrest is the first
public step In bringicg ‘to
jusiice those responsible for

harming Amertcans on that
day,” Elsenberg said.

U.S. Attorney Zachary
A. Keller for the Wastern
District of Louislana called
the case a reminder that
“those who perpetrateacts of
terrovism cannot gvade jus.
tico by hiding in our commu-
nities,” crediting a coalition
of federal, state and local
sgencies - including the Fi3l,
U.5. Customs and Border
Protection, Louislatia State
Police, Lafayette Police
Dapartment and Eafayette
Parlsh Sheriff's Offlce —with
assisting the investigation,

According fo a criminal
complaint, prosecutors say
Al-Muhtad} 1z an operative
for the Notional Resistance
Brigades. That's the mill.
tary wing of the Democratic
Front for the Liberation
of Palestine, a Gazahased
paramilitary group that par-
ticipated in the attack.

Prosecutors say he later
secured entry to the United
States by concealing ties to
armed groups, training snd
involvement in the assault
on hls visa application.
Department of Homeland
Security records show he
antored the country Sept. 12,
2024, and has been working
and residing in Lafayettoe,

An  affidavit  states
Al-Muhiadl me!d with a con-
sular officer at the U.G.
Embassy In Cairo on Aug.
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6, 2024, took an cath, provid-
ed fingerprints and photo-
graphs, and indfeated plang
ta settle in Tulsa, Okla., to
work In car repair or food
service, Investigators say
they later obtained the fin-
gerprint records nated by
the consular officer,

The case i being Ied by
Jeint Task Force October 7
and the FBI's Wew Orlcans
Field Office with assis.
tance [rem Israelf author-
ities, including the State
Attorney's Office of Tsrael,
the Isracli Security Ageney,
Lahav 433, the Israsl
Nattonal Pollce, the Israel
Defense Forces and the
Israell Natlonal Bureau for
Counter Terror Finsncing,
as well as the FBI'S legal
attachb in Isvacl.

The Louisiana State Police,
U.5. Customs and Boxder
Protoction, Lafayette Police
and the Laofayeite Parlsh
Sheriff's Office alse contrib:
uted.

‘The task force was gstab-
lished In Februacy 2025 by
Boudi to investigate perpe-
trators of the Oct. 7 attack,
in whlch about 1,200 peo-
ple were killed by Hamas,
including 49 .5, citlzens,
and roughly 250 were
abducted, including efght
Americans. Isracl retaliat-
ed and the number of dead
13 now belleved o excsed

# Upto {0-Vear
Minmitae Warany,

! Call $=244-311-g 358 now to ‘

SAVE S350 TODAY!

By Emiled Calamett!
The Canger Square

After a perled of
conlinuous  down.
ward frending juve-
nile detention num-
bers, an update shows
nine more Juvenlles
in detention than the
previous report on
Oct. 9.

According to Chief
Administrative
Officer Erica Bryaunt,
22 juveniles are in
detention, eight ure
with the Office of
Juvenile  Justice,
12 are at the Cadde
Correctional Center,
and there arc 428
probation cases.
Previously, thers
were 13 individuals
in detention, six of
whom wete with the
Office of Juvenile
Justice, 15 at the
Cadde Correctional
Center, and 423 proba-
tion casges.

Each statistie Is
slightly higher after
two weeks, with
Bryant noting the
correctional con-
ter is officlally over
capaclty. The Caddo
Correctional Centor,
with a capacity of

1,500, has a currenl
population of 1,580,

Bryant and
Caddo Commission-
President Stormy
Gage Watts have
met with the district
attorney, the Distriet
Court, the Polico
Department, the
Sherills Office, and
the public defondor
to discuss the unsus.
tainable nature of the
current correctional
cenler capacliy.

“We uscd. to think
that if we got to 1,600
that was something
we could manage, and
now we are well over
1,500," sald Bryant to
the commisslon,

In June of this year,
the total reported
population at the tor-
rectional conter was
1,493, and 1,168 were
pretrial detainces, n .
May, capaclty stoad at
approxhnately 1,488,

The ¢orrocticonal
center has been at or
very close to capaclty
for many months, as
the parish and admin.
Istratlon continue
to discuss ways to
improve the situation,

TRAFFIC

tion is not.an admis-
sion of guilt but sim-
ply an acknowledg-
ment of receipt.
Sheriff Tregre wos
joined by Captain
Jared Seruntine,
assistant command-
or of the Uniformed

Patrel Unit; [t
Darlene Coeper,
School Resource
Offtcer command-

er; Sgt.  Albernze
Harrls and Sgt. Ira
Marsalis of the Traffic
Divislon, and Deputy
Monisha Dampler,
the school's resource
officer. Membhbers
of the Community
Relations teom,
Including Lt. Rleardo
Colas and Deputies
Mike Coburn and
Anita Haley, aiso par
ticipated.

West St John High

from 1A

8chool Principal
J. Vincent Brown
thanked the Sherifl's
Oillice for bringing
the program to his
students,

*Many of you -aroe
now In that driving
ferce, and many of you
are of age lo ba deail
with legally,” Brown
told the students.
“So, we want you to
ba well informed and
understand,”

The “Tesnz and
Traffic Stops® pro-
gram is part of the
Sheri{f’s Office's
engoing communlty
outreach offorts to
strengthen relation.
ships between young
drivers and law
enforcement while
promoting readway
safety. '
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Juvenile performance at the SGth
Andoulile festtval

StJohn the Baptist Pariah President
dummy check from Entargy
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‘Tha 5k nun_walk thaing the S0th Andouille testival

Update on Historic Louisiana Congressional Redistricting Case

By Royal Aloxandser

The Louisjana-based congressional redistrict-
ing case, Callais v. Louisiona, was argued for
a second time this past Wednesday at the U.S.
Supreme Court. It is always lotoresting to me
ggen Louisiana has a case before the Supreme

et

The case was first argued in March and centered
on whether Loulslana’s 2024 congressional map—
which added a second majority-Black dlstrict—
amounts to an unconstitutional racial gerryman-
der. The outtceme could determine how states
nationwide apply the Vating Rights Act (VRA)
in future redistricting cycles. Tha Court delayed
ruling and erdered the parties to submit now legal
brlefs addressing whether Loulsiann's creation
of & second majority-Black eongresslonal distriet
under Sectton 2 of the Vallng Rights Act (VRA)
violates the 14th Amendment {equal protection)
or 15th Amendment (the right {0 vote may not be
prohibited based on race) to the Constitation,

Although the questions the Justices ask during
oral argument may very well not be Indicative of
how they ultimately rule in a caso, I stitl find their
questions Insightful,

Justice Brett Kavanaugh's questions Indlcated
that the 1965 Voting Rights Inw may not have been
intended to last forever and, Instead, “sunszet” at
some point. Justice Amy Conhey Barrett's ques-
tions reflected the same concern, Justice Ketanjl
Brown Jackson interjected that becausa the VRA
1s derived from the 15¢th Amendment, “it does not
have a me lim!t." It was an interesting point,
altheugh I don't think it 1s Jogally correct.

Loufsiann’s Sollcitor Genernl, Ben Aguifaga,
arguing for Louisiana, urged the Supreme Court
1o prohibil the use of race as a factor In redisfrict-
ing. “We are 50 years removed” from the orlginal
use of these race-based faciors, he argued, and
they “have placed states in Impossible situations,

{ Feediel Eraen e
WE ARE A FULL SERVICE
CREDIT UNJON

* RAVENGLCHECKEHG ACCOLNTS

where the only sure (thing) is more raclal dis-
crimination for more decades.” He contended
that the racial considerations required under
VRA are tantamount fo a system of *govern.
ment-mandated racial balancing” and urged them
to boe rejocted outright.

He then took some sharp questioning from
Justiee Jackson who asked him whether, in
Loulsiana’s view, ldentifying and remedying
raclel discrimination is 6 "compelling intepeat,”
"If I'm right that Sectlon 2 I3 about idenilfying
the problem and requiring some remedy, I don't
understand why your answer te Justice Kagan's
questlon abeut, 'Is this a compelling state intee-
est,’ would be 'no,™ Jackson sald. “The answer
is obvipusly yes,” Jackson sald "You have an
Interest In remedying the effects of racial discrim-
1nation that we Identify using this tool. Whether
you go too far in your remedy {3 another issue.”
Justice Jackson then confounded me when she
seemed 1o suggest that being a minority voter was
similar to being disabled under the Amerlcans
with Disabllitles Act.

In defending the Lowlsiana law and map as she
s requlred to do, Loulslana Attorney General Liz
Murlll originally argued that the map adding the
2nd minority district could stand {egal wuster,
Howover, whon tha Supreme Court reguoested
that the parties address specifically how the 14th
and 15th Amendments pifect the VRA, the state
took the position that race-based redistricting Is
unconstitutional, .

This rehearing indleates to me that the Court
wants tv take ancther look at the patential Incon-
sistency that exists between tho Voting Rights Aet

FIRST NATIONAL
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First National Bank USA
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Electronic Banking Spedialist
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Please send resumas to: info@fnbusa com
voww fubusa com / (985) 785-841

(VRA) and the 14th Amendment's prohibition of
racial gerrymandering.

The Equal Protection Clause in the 1dth
Amendment of our Constltiition requires that
our Jaws apply equally to everyone and pre-
vents governments from discriminating against
different groups, particularly based upon their
race. However, Scetlon 2 of the Voling Rights
Act, which was deslgned to enforce the 15th
Amendment—which guaraniees tho right to vole
regardless ef race or color—prohiblis voting prac-
tices that result in the denial or abridgement of
tho right to vote on account of race. This includes
practless that “dilute™ minarity voting strength,

These two legal principles are directly in con-
Qict. The Voting Rights Act (VRA) is a statute,
and no statute trumps the Constitutlon so the
VRA could fall to the constitutional mandate of
equal protection in the 14th Amendment. If the
VRA Is struck down, redistricting across the
nation will be affected.

The Supreme Court should confitm the
Constitutlon’s guaranfee of equal protectfon and
end the Voting Rights Act requirement of racial
diserimination. This would honor and sdhere
to the principle inherent in Dr. Martin Luther
King’s “dream that my four lttde childeen will
ons day live in a natlon where they will not be
judged by the color of their skin but by the con.
tent of thelr characier ...
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Op-Ed: Keep Louisiana affordable by protecting Medicare

By b, Paul Roblchaux

As o business leader In
Louislana, 1 con’t stress eioligh
about the importance of ensuring
affordabliity. People are Imaving
tho Pelican State - wo are suffer
ing from population lass, This &
happening for many reasons, byt
sifordabillty Is a top concern.,

Which is why I want to talk
aboutl an esseatial federal pro-
gram for senfors. Home health,
a Medicare benefit that s overs
whelmingly popular among
patients and famllies, enables pes-
e to grow older with dignity In
the setting they prefer.

‘Thiz. program s important,
especially in Lovislans, where o
have & lot of alder folks and many
of them aven't wealthy enongh to
afford {o pay for at-home care out
of pocket,

Something else to keep in mind
15 that altowing older adults and
Americans with disabilities fo
recover in thelr own homes after
a kospital stay hag the potentiad to
save taxpayers §1.3 billion anmu-

Deospite  these  benefits,
Washingten is threatening to
undermino this care gption.

Earifer this year, the Rderal
government proposad a troubling
9% cut to Medicare home health
payments, If these euts move for-
ward, Louislana's senfors and
patients with disabilities will pay
the priee,

Alrcady, America’s senlors oro

foeling the damago that years of
underfun,

mere than1,000home healthagen.
cies natlonwide have closed their
doars, depriving rurel eammuni-
ties of care oplions. As a result,
more than onethird of pafients
melprred for home health after
!ezvingﬂle hospltal neverpeceive

Thal‘s not becauso they opied
out of it s becanss theve weven't
enough resources to go arcid
We need to be strengthening
aceess to home health, not paring
it hack,

Here In Lonisiana, 14 heme
Lealth agensles have shut down
since 2018, and more than 34,000
patients have Jost acoess o care
they should kave received. That's
thousands of hard-warking fam-
Dies foreed bo remaln in the hos.

nursing facilities when home
health wondd ba more appropri-

afe,

In rural parishes, where hios-
pitals and clinics are already
stretehed thin, these propesed
new cuts will only further redice
competilon, close small business.
es, and threaten aceess to care,

Thisisbadnewsiorpatientsund
taxpayers alike. Reseacch shows
fhat when palfen's don'l receive
home health, hospital readmis
slons rise significantly (35%), &a
o emerpency room visits (15%),
which are bad for patients and
drabning for Medieare's ooflers.
Mosi troubling, mortalily rates
increase by an astonishing 43%
when patients can't ‘mecess the

i3 that the Centers for Medicare
& Medicald Serviees arc basing
thesa cuts on Medicare reporting
data that includes a fosy bad actor
“outliers™ who have engsped in
fraud and abnse. Instead of crack-
ing down on thosa criminals, the
federal government fs uging a
methodology bazed on this fawed
data to fustify payment cuts aeross
the board.

U policymakers want o pro.
tect the Medicare trist fund, the
answer i3 cbvious: targel frand,
waste, and abuse directly, Doa't
slash payments in ways that limit
cars for seniors whe did rothing
Wing.

President Trump has repeated-

Hen and other polisymakers In
Washington to kecp this promiss.

I Medicare doesn't reverse
eourse, then Congress must pass
the Home Health Stobilizatinn Act
of 25, which would pause the
cats for two years. This pause
would allosy Tawmakers fo cleon
up fawed data, fix Modicare's
payment formala, and bnplement
lasting reforms that strewgthen
kome health care.

For the sake of patlents and
our healthcare systerm, Medicare
homo health must be protected.
Loulsiana’s senfors deserve ho
less, and it is essential o hwlp
ensure pecplo can centinue to
afford to Vyve n o state.

b, Paul Robichaux served seven

ding have done to home  home health care they need. Sousth Leuiskona, the largest port
healtheare. In the past 6 years, Perhaps most disappointing by lonnage in the stote,
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Feeling
and

stressed’
need

supernatural help?

By Sharyl (Hamiitan)
Boldt
Special t the LOWervattur

Mr. Thomas clenved
his threat “I'm dorry
to have to de this,
Ellen, but Ido't have a
cholea™

Don't say it Please,
don't say 1! Elon
thought, She gripped
the chajr's armrests as
she sat across from her
boss.

“There've been a lof
of budget cuthacks. Ite
looked down, fidgeted
with papers onhis desk,
and cleared his throat
again, *“I'm going to
have to let you go.”

In this fictional story,
how do you envision
Ellen handliag this
unexpected crisis? How
would you respond to
thls - or anh equally
stressful event?

Do you think Elien’s
(or your) respohse
would be influenced by
whether she (yvou) had
been spending regular
time with God?

Even when 1 have
regulor quiet times, 1
don't always respond
to difficulty the way 1
wish [ would, But as [
resolve {o pray and read
my Bibls every day, my
relatlonshlp with my
heavenly Father grows
deeper, and I have less
nnx!uty In life’s strcss

Why doItalkso oﬂen
about spending regu-
with God? For
three main reasons.
First, we never know
what our future holds.
Even a mement from
now, our lves could
change fnh dramatie
ways. Second, wo need
strength and comfort
when we're strugeling
and counsel when we're
confused. Third, sven
in the good seasons, get-
ting to know our Father
mere intimately will
only enhance. our lives
and our relationships.
There's no downside
to pursuing God. He

Sheryl Boldt

loves us moere than any-
one else ever could or
will. Ho knows every-
thing about us and
our future. And He,
Almighty God, longs to
spend time with us!

Read Psalm 27:8 (ESV)
and let these words
shape your rmindset
“You have said, ‘Seak
my face.” My heart says
ta you, ‘Your face, Lord,
do I zeek’”

What stressful evenis
are you fclag today?
How are your respons.
1 to these events {nflu-
encedl by the time you
spend {or don't spend)
with God?

Life Is hard enough.
With oll the chaosi the
world throws at us, I
cringe to think about
how overwhelming 1t
would be if we didn't
seek God's presence in
prayer and in His Word,

Beginning  teday,
choose to seek Ged's
fare, Seek Him earnest.
1¥ in your heart, beyond
$ust seeking answers to
your prayers. Try this
Tor-one full month und
sco how it transforms
the way you huandle
life’s stresses.

Even better, watch
how much more you
fall In love with - and
revers - Almighty God.

Sheryl  (Hamilton)
Boldt Is a falth colur-
nist and the author
of the blog, wnsmn,
TodoyCanleDifferent.
ret, Connect with her ot
SherylliBoldt@emalil.
oom.

LOUISIANA

Looking to promote your
services or Bnd a new hire?
Dieliver your dassified mes-
sage ctalewlde for ax Hule
a8 5265 per week through
the Loulsiana Press Associ.
atiml Classified Network,
payment required, To
leam moze, emall advertis.
ing@lapress.oom ereall 225-
34-9309,

Missdlanetu

We Buy Houses for Cash
AS15? No repaine Mo fuse.
Any condition.

cess: Call, get cach offer and
get paid. Call today for your
fair cash offer; 1-225-545-
1983 {LA_SCAN)

Struggling with dea? If you
bave over 315,000 In debt
we help you be debt fee in
as litde as 24-43 monthe
Pay nothing to entoll. Cafl
Nows 1-877-773-1742 (LA,

Donate your ear track boat,
RV md mmore to suppest oar
veieranst Schedule 3 FAST,
TREE vehide pltkup and
eecetve 3 top lax deductban!
Call Veteran Cax Donatiens
W 44-742-5188 todod
(LA_SCAN)

Tealth and Wellness

Atentign;  VIAGRA  and
CIALIS USERS! A
alterrative to high drug-
store prices! 50 PO Specla] -
Qoly $59 100%

CALL NOW: 1.B77-305-
D196 {LA_SCAN)

DENTAL  INSURANCE
from  Phydelans Mutua]
Insurance Company, Cov-
erage for 400 plus proce-
duses, Real dental inswrance
= NOT fust a discpunt plan.
Do not wait! Call now) Get
your FREE Dentsl Infor-
mation Kit with ol the de-

talls! 1-855-268-0108 wwne
deptal30pluscamimorning
#5258 {LA-SCAN)

Home and Garden

Hao mor cleaning out gut-
m;. Gu:rm!md! LeafFilter
Is backed by 5 no-

anee Mbirlrdimed;safg
rable wurranty, Call today
1-866-846-0785 10 ahed-
ale 3 FREE inspeetion and
no nbl?aﬂon cstimate, (et

Hoene Irsprovement

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES ta 95 Hnle a3 ONE
DAYt Affosdable prices - No
payments for 18 months)
Lifetime svarranty & pro-
{csslonal installs, Senior &

Milltary Distounts  avail-
able. Call: 1-877-456.0371

(LA_SCAN)

Replace your roof with the
best looking and longest
lastteg materinl...steel from
Erie Metsl Ronfs! ‘Three
styles and multiple coloms
avatlable, Guaranterd to bt
o lifaime! Timited Time
Offer. Up to 50 of instal-
Latinn + Additional 10% off
ingtall (for mellitary, health
workers & 1t respond-

gt ers) Call Erle Metal Roots

1-855-582-6143 (LA SCAN)

Prepare for puwer calages
with Belggs & Stratton® Pow-
erProtect {TM) standby gen-
eratars - the most powerful
home standby gencrators
wvallable. Indusiry-leading
comprehensive warinty - 7
{8849 value} Proud-
made in the US.A. Call
Brges & Stratton 1-844-
512-5930. (LA-5CAN)

_STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

Prepare for power vulages
today with a Generas Nome
Standby Generator At bow
to receive & FREE 5-Year
wamanty with qualifylng

Call 1-844-335-
2562 today toschedule s free
quote. Is not fust a genera-
for. Its a power move, (LA-
SCAN)

Home Services

PEST CONTRQIL: FRO-
TECT YOUR HOME from
pests safely aud aifardabdy
Roathes. Bed Bugs, Rodent,
Termite, Spiders and other
pests. Locally ownod anil af-
fordable, Call for service or
an Inspection today! Have
1ip cods of property ready
when calling! 1-877-724-
0264 (LA_SCAN)

DIRECTV- Al yuur enter-
talnment. Nothing on your
roofl Sign up for Directvand
£et your first three roonths
of Max, Paraount, Showe

time, Starz, MGM+ and
Clnumx trehnded Cholce
package $8499/ma. Somez
restrictions apply. 'Call DI-
RECTV 1-866-734-0452
(LA-SCANY

Dish Networks Get DISH
Satellite TV + Internet! Free
Install, Free EHD.DVR Up.
grade, 66,000 On-Demand
Movies, Plus Limited Tlme:
Up 1o $600 In Gift Cruds,
Call 'Ib&.:y! 1-855-654-8207
(LA-SCAN)

Mestical Bquiptrent

Don't let the stairs Kimdl
your mobility! Discover the
iceal solutfon for amyone
who struggles on the stain,
{a concerned about » fall
or wanls to veguin access
to their entre home, Cﬁi
AmecriGlide todayl  1-344-
£55-4978 (LA-SCAN)
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By Michesl Carral
‘Tha Center Squere

A majority of the judges of the Fifth

in all public-school classrooms.

In an Oct. 6 decislon, the federal
appesls court agreed to rehear aral
arguments in the case of Rev, Roake not
v. Brumley at a future date. In June,
a Fifth Clreult panel issued 2 opin-
jon on a challenge by nine Louislana
families to House BUOL 71, concluding
that the 2024 Ten Commandments lasy
violated the Esiablishment Clausa of
tho First Amendment,

Tho plaintiiffs in the case, who como
from diferent rellglous fuithy, hod

& version of the Ten Commandmonts  and

| LOBSERVATEUR |

5th Circuit to rehear Louisiana case on Ten Commandments Iaw

from g Protestant {radition.

_ State Attorney General Liz Murrill
sattsfnelion

exprested that the ease
would be relyeard and reviewed by the

- ful] contingont of Filth Clreuit judges,

“Glad to see the Fifth Cireuit 1s tak-

cotrd
The ACLU of Loulslana, which s
mpmmungpmmummthemm.diﬂ
respond to & request
for eomment. But the groupe repro

luwedU.S Supreme Oourtpmwdmix.

"Wa believe there ls np. reason
to ravisit it tho statoment says,
“Nevertheless, wa lnok forward to pre-

‘senting our clients' case Lo the entire
oourt

orward  that a preliminary

Amendment, which guarantes rell-
gious freedom for all students and fame
ilies, will prevail in the end.™
'l‘he groups, inchiding tho Freedom
Religlon Foundatlon and
Amerimns Unlted for Separation of
Church and State, also emphasized
Infunction issued
by a fedaral distriet court fn the case
was not affected by the latest Fifth
Circult declsion. The Injunciion pre-

‘vunlsenfummeniotEBﬂhllha

wos cohstitutional becomse it allows
for the Ten Commandments to be dis-
played in context with key detuanents
from Americsn history, such as the
Mayflower Compact and Declaration
of Indepesienca,

The law, whith was supposed to
take effect on Jan 1, required elass
roem displuys or posters of the Ten
Commandments that are 11 by 14
fnches at a minimum. In addition, the

WEDNESDAY, OCTORER 22,2025

Comnmandments were mandated to be
printed in a "large, easily madabin
font.”

in jts deciston published on Junz
20, the three-udge Fifth Cireult Pa.ne.l
held thot HB 7k was “plainly unconstl-
tutional™ based on a 1930 U.S. Suprems
Court declston, Stone v, G ‘That
nﬂmgmndudodasimnarmwmamﬂ
in Kentucky failed to properiy] inte:
grate the Ten Commandments indo the
state's seademic currieatum. |

Mernbers of Lonlsiana school bbards,
who-are defendants in the case, peti-
tianadl‘oxlhawhalechmﬂimun!n
yeviow the previous opinion, arguing
that the threejudpe panel relied on a
Supretne Court precedent that is no
longer binding.

They olso argued the panel's June 20
ruling misinierpreted a 2022 Supreme
Cour? decision dealing with religious
activities on public school campuses.

Supreme Court hears argument on Louisiana redistricting map

By Nolan McKendry
Tha Grozer Squors

Lenisiana‘s  redistricting  ‘fight
arrived at tha U.S. Supreme Court with

& 40year fault line at its center: wheth-

er the Veting Rights Act still permits,
and semetimes recuires, election magps
that account for race o romedy vole

dilution.
The justices spemt much of
Wednesday's argument circling

Thorburg v. Gingles, tho 1966 declaion
that created the test courts useto deckde
when minority volers are denied an
equal chance to elect thelr candidates

of cholee.

Touisiana not only questioned how
that test has been applind - it wrged the
court to abandan i,

Chﬂ—ﬂghtsadmmﬁmmdﬂmm

and mapmakers “packed and cracked”

Black voters, lsaving them with lees-

elevtoral opportunity than white voters,

If Louisinna's map iz uhsatisfactory,
“the proper recourse is to remand and
adopt cne of tha wany alternative maps
that address the Ssction 2 viglatlons and
sathsly the Constitution,” Janal Nelson
with NAACP Legsl Defcnse Fund said
in her opening argument.

Under Gingles and the cowrt’s 2023
vuling in Allen v, Milligun, they say,
Section 2 allows the use of oo in anft
ing a fix when traditional cxiteria can
produce an additional district where
ma:kvmmmnklelmﬂwirpm&rmd
candidates.

In their telling, daing so i3 a factépe
cific remady tripgered only when plain-
1iEe clear muliiple hurdles snd theiotal-
ity of clrcumstances Endlcates Black
voters' strength bas been submerged.

The staie countered that any remedy

built ayound yace {s itself a constite-
tional problem.

“It requires. striking encugh mem-
bers of the makrity race {o diminish
unirvntmgmsumzﬁdmﬂy and it
roquires drawing in enough members
of a minority race to augment thelr
voling strength sufficiently,” Loulslana
Solh:iwrGenﬂralﬂenAgulnmsaidln

his opening argument.
By thestate'slights, drawinga majori-
8 diminishes

stercotypes about how people vote
Loutafana's solieitor peneral pressed
for o reset: after decades of Gingles-
driven Htigation, he sald, the status

Several Justices probed the space
betwoen race awareness and race motl
vatlon. One line of questioning asked
whether familiar mapmaking goals -

604 N Acadia Rd., Sta 500 » Thibodaux, LA
1238 3t. Charles Street - Houma, LA
ThibodauxRegionafWomensClinic.com
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keeping communities intact, protect:
ing incumbents, or pursuing paftisan
advaniage ~ tan justify districts that
#lso track race, The state replied that
even wellintentioned racial Hnadraw-
{ng demands the highest constitutional
seratiny.

Ancther pressure point was dura:
tlor: i raco can be used as a remedy,
how long can that last? Vetingtights
lawyers sald Section 2 is selflimiiting

andmee based Axes fall away. Skeptical
justives pressed for more concrete end-
palnts.

Bancath the doctrinal sparying sifs
a practical cholo, The court can reaf
firrn Milligan's nearterm status quo
- heeping Gingles Intact and sending
Loulstana back to sdopt a compliant
map-or §t can yewtite the ground rules
of minority-vote protoction

REGIONAL
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Louisiana court rules Commonwealth LNG

environmental impacts not properly considered

By Alton Wakace
Thr Cenar Squars

A Louisiana dis-
trict court judge has
vacaled a coastat use
permit issued for
the Commonwealth
LNG export facility
planned in Cameron
Parish, ruling that
state autherities did
not properly consid-
er the environmental

Impacts.

Judge Penelope
Richard of the 38th
Judiclal District

Court in Cameron
Parish found that
the Office of Coastal
Management,

an agency with-
in the Louisiana
Depariment of

Evergy and Natural
Resonrces, fafled to

conslder the camula-
tive climate and envt-
ronmenta! impacts of
the Commonwealth
LNG project, in viola-
tlon of stato law.

The Judge's rul.
ing marks the lat.
est setback to the
developers of the
9.8 ton per annum
Commomwealth LNG
project, which would
be located on the west
slde of the Calcaslen
$hip Channel

In August 2024, the
SterralCinb, Loulslana
Bucket Brigado, and
the Turtle Island
Restoration Network
sued to have the
Commonwealth’s
coastal use permit
rovoked, arguing that
the Office of Coastal
Management had
falled te consider the

project’s climate and
enviranmental juatice
Impacts adeguately.
Richard determined
in the roling that
the Office of Coastal
Mapagement  had
failed to consider the
secondary and cumu-
lative impacts of the
proposed export facil-
ity. Spectfically, the
Judge ruled that the
state agency must
consider the “lacll-
ity's impact on cli-
mate-relatad change
In the coastal fone, If
any, in conjunction
with the other LNG
facllities in the area.”
Commonwealth
LNG's ¢pustal use
pormit will bo vacat-
ed until the Offico of
Coastal Management
considers the sec-
ondary and cumula-

tive environmental
Impacts and detor.
mines that the bene.
fits of the profect cut-
welgh the costs to the
community, tha court
ruled, The judgefound
that the state spency
did not have the leg-
islative authority to
assess plobal warm.
ing or ¢limate change
In Hs evaluation of
the Commomwealth's
environmental
impacts.

The court detor-
mined that “the hroad
langaage of the guide-
lines and statutes
regarding assessing
secondary Impacts
and cumulative
Impacts mandate that
the QCM (Offlce of
Coastal Manngement)
has a duty to con-
slder the totality of

this project’s second-
ary and cumulative
impacts,” including
the potential impacts
on storm severity or
sea level rise in the
coastal zonn when
taken together with
two existing LNG
facilities located near
the Commonwealth
site.

“The natural
resources of the state,
including alr and
water, and the health-
ful, scenie, historie,
and esthetle gquality
of the environment
shall ba protect
ed, conserved, and
replonished insofar as
possible and congls.
tent with the health,
safety, and welfare of
the peeple,” the judge
ruled.

The legisiature shall

enact Jaws 1o imple
taent this poliey! the
judge ruled.

“We are heartened
by the court’s rullng
that LDENR's refusal
to consider the envi
ronmeatal  justice
{mpacts of the project
vinlated the Lowlsiana
Constitution. It is
past time for LDENR
to account for the trae
costs of its permits on
Louisiana's coastline
and ¢ommunities In
terms of loss of wet-
lands and storm buf-
fers,” Eric Hubet,
Managing Attorney at
Slerra Club, sald ina
statement.

Commonwealth
LNG dld not respond
immediately to a
request for comment.

Report calls for $95M a year to boost early learning

By Nolan McKendry
Tha Center Square

A repert  from
the Early Childhood
Care and Education
Comlssion §s urg-
ing Louisiana leaders
to loek in a decade of
new early-childhosd
funding, warning that
child.care shortages
are sidelining parents
from the Iabor force
and dulling the state’s
growth prospects.

In a report titled
“Building on What
Works,” the panel
links affordable,
high-quality ears
for infants and tod-
diers to Loulsiana’s
abllity to fill tens of
thousands of antic-
ipated lobs and sus-
tain recent cconom-

it momentum. The
document also hotes
that its “findings and
recommendations ara
the Commission's
alone and do not rep-
resent the Loulsiana

Depariment of
Education’s  posi-
tiop."

Their chief recom-
mendation 13 a long.
range, recurring state
cormmitment: “Inveat
an additional §95 mil-
lion ... now and an
gddliional $55 million
annually for tho next
10 years,” a ramp-up
the anthors say would
lift access [rom about
18% of children under
thyae to roughly two-
thirds.

The commission
also urges lawmak-.
ers to "invest $30M in
the Barly Childhood

Education Fund now
aod .. codify the
annual match into
law,” citing projec-
tions that current
dedicated  revepues
will fall short of Lhe
$30 million required
to meet obillzations in
the next (iscal year.

The suthors of the
report cradlt lawmak-
ers with laylng the
groundwork  since
2018, including ded-
fecated revenues for
the Early Childhcod
Education Fund,
sharp growth in the
state’s CCAP appro-
priation, and new
Workforee Child Care
Tax Credits ndopt.
ed in 2025 to draw in
employeyr dallars,

But they argue
those steps are not
eaough to  meet

State officials reaffirm
Hyundai steel project remains

By Nolan McXendry
“The Canorr Square

Louisiana Economic
Development con-
Ormed that Hyundai's
steel mill in Ascenston
Parish remains on
schedule, stating that
concerns  ralsed by
Hyundal ahout road
infrastructure  and
emergency  propared-
ness were “prompily
addressed” and that the
project has proceeded
without delay.

The Center Square
recently reported that
Hyundai executives
raised safety and infra-
strueture  concerns
tied to thelr planned
steel mill in Ascension
Parish, citing the near-
by CF Indusiries ammo-
nia plant, which had
an accident in 2022 that
prompied evacuations,

The company asked
the state o develop a
coordinated emerpency
reaponse plan and speed
up major roadwork to
accommodaie overlap-
ping construction Hme-
Unes at the RiverPlex
Megapark.

Louisiana Economic

Bourgecls
responded that exlst
ing emergency systems
already cover the area

on track

through state apd par-
ish uwgencles, which
oversee more than 20
chemical sites along the
Mississipp! River,

Bourgeols sald LED
15 coordinating wlth
transportatlon  offl-
einls and local leaders
6 update traffic stud-
ies and explore funding
optlons for faster road
imprevements, melud-
ing eventusl fourlane
expansion,

According to LED,
Louislana’s  plannod
$3.2 bilifoh steel mill
fn Ascension Parlsh
remaing “active and
progressing on  the
timeling” outlined in
s sgreement with tho
state.

“There have Dbeen
several local reports
about the  status
of Hyundal Stool
Comgpany’s new facill.
ty In Donaldsonville,”
Bourgeois sald, *To
be clear, the project
remains active and is
progressing on  the
tineline outlined in the
Cooperative Endeavor
Agreement  between
the State of Loulsiana
and the company. The
groundbreaking for
phase two of the road
work !s scheduled for
ihls Thursday.”

Hyundal

excoutives

had provicusly flagged
Industrial safoty Issues
near COF Industries'
ammonlzy plant and
called  for expand-
ed read Infrastrue-
ture and cmergency
response coordinaton.
Bourgeois sald those
matters were addressed
“in collaboration with
our siate and Jocal part-
nets.”

“I'nder Governor Jell
Landry's leadership,
Louisiana is committed
to making our siate the
best and ¢asiest placo to
do business,” Bourgeols
added, “The contimied
progresy of this trans-
formaticnal  project
reflects the strong part.
nershlp among state,
loeal, and
leaders working togeth-
or to deliver results for

fsjanans,”

The letter obtained
by The Center Square
also detafled concerns
ralsed by Hyundai
over the carvent tariffs
{mposed by the Trump
adminisivation,

Hyundal told The
Centerr Sguare that
“though tarifts are
something we are mon-
itoring, nothing has
changed  reparding
Hyundai®s  commit-
iment. (o the Loulslana
Steel Mill project.”

demand or give pro-
viders the stability to
open seats and retain
staff, “Loulsiana has
already put some com-
penents of a strong
ECE system in place.
Now {8 the timo to
build on what works,”
the report says.
Beyond direct state
atd, the commilssion
asks employers Lo
use the new credits
to resorvo child care
slots or otherwise
underwrite ecmploy-
res” access 1o care,
MandiMitchollofthe
Lafayette Economic
Development
Authority, guoted in
the report, ¢ays that
“when working par-
ents in our commuy-
nities have access la
reliable ECE options,
absentecism drops,

productivity rises,
and businesses can
retain the talent they
need.”

On the ground, tho
report pressaes sehonls
and early-learning
conters to  expand
seats for infanty and
toddlers: and allgn
programs with kin-
dergarten  readiness
and workforce goals.
It underscores com-
pensation and profos-
sjonal  develapment
as central to guali-
ty, arguing that sta-
ble funding should
translate to sustaln-
able pay and tralning
for ecarly educators.
“Louislana’s econ-
omy needs a stable
labor force to thrive.

Parents of young
children are a vital
part of that laber

force. Quality ECE
is essential for par.
cnts who work,” the
report states, adding
that theso efforts tle
tnte existing traln-
Ing plpeiines such es
Jump Start and the
M.J. Foster Promise
program.

The bottom line,
the authors write,
is that steady public
investment, a gudran-
teed local match, and
active employer |par-
ticlpation can expand
access and stabilize
providers. “When we
invest in quality ECE
for Louisiana's work-
ing paronts, we are
bullding a stronger
waorkferce for today
and preparing  our
children for work-
force success iomeor-
Tow."
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Lob 10.22.25 2025, a1 § 00 PM,

PUBLIC NOTICE CALL TO ORDER Lennix Ma-
PUBLIC NOTICE - « - 40TH dorp, Jr., Councifmarrats
JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT  Large,

FOR THE PARISH OF ST.

JOHN THE BAPTIST NO, Div, A, Michaol Wright, Coun-

arz

DIVISION A" SUCCESSION
OF NCTICE LS HEREBY
GIVEN

o the croditors of this eslelo
and atl other interested per-
5005

to show cause vithin seven

1yl

days from tha publication of
this

notico, i any thay have or can,

Robbia Hime! Luminais, in har
capacity as the Admirsstralmix
ol the sutcessions af Phyllis
Mary Monica Himel and ONeil
Vincent Himel, Sr., should not
b approved and homaotogated
and Lha lunds distribuiad in
accordance with it NOTICE is
hereby givan 1o all parties
wham

it may concem, nchudng the
hairs and crecitors of dece-
dant,
and of this esiate hezein, that
any oppesition which they
have or may have to such
application must be fled within
seven (7} days from the date
of tha last pubBeation of this
natoe, if not, tho pefition can
bs

ated all in accordance
with tzw, ALVIN TURNER,
JR. LSBAND. 12961, 412 W,
MAIN STREET, GONZALES,
LOUISIANA 70737

AGENDA

57, JOHN THE BAPTIST
PARISH PUBLIC SCHOOL
BOAAD WORKSHOP
THURSDAY, OCTOBER
23,2025, ATS 00 P.ML,
SCHOOL BOARD MEETING
ROQM 1600 HIGHWAY 44,
HESEAVE, LA 70084

1. Call 1o order, lmvocation,:
Plodga of Allegiance

2. Aolj Calf of Members

3. Public Comment. Dr. Cleo

Perry JriAnthony Mifles,
Discus-

sion of addbonal projects 1o
be

added to tha curment kst of
bond

projects.

4. Public Commant. Valeria

Seitnson, President of the Ki-
waris Club, Discusgion of tho

¢ilman-at-Largo, Drv, B, Virgle

Johnson, Councitwoman
District

1. Warren Torres, Jr., Council
man Rrstrict 1, Temmy
Houstan,

Councilviarnan Bistrict 11, Tyra
Duhe-Grilfin, Counciteoman

Listric [V, Robert Arcun,
Coun-
cilman Distid V, Vemon
Bailey,

8r., Coungilman District Vi
ABSENT Dixie Ramirez

Jaclyn Hotard, Parish Prosk
dent, fed the Frayer and Ken

Brass, Stata Representative,
District 58, led the Pledge of
Al

Teguancs.

Logal Caunsel Keith Green,
Wt
wu's prasont,

PUBLIC COMMENT —AGEN-
DATEMS ONLY (3 memstes

per citizen)

There was no publs comment
aithis tme.

Jaclyn Hotard — Prasentation
=~ DOTD ~ Updsias on Hwy.
61 Ovarlay Project {Alrport
Drive to Wikicat Drive) and
Hwy. 3127 Overlay/Drainage
Project

Jactyn Hotard - Presentation
~BOTP — Willow St, ta the S,
Charlas Parish Line
CONSENT AGENDA

IWEMS: Appraval of Minutas —
Septembar &th, 2028, Council
Meating Approval of Minutas

— Soptamber 12ih, 2025, Spa-
clal Mesting Permit Approaval

East St. John High Homecom-
ing Parads = Thursday,
r

B, 2025, at 6pm lo 7pm —Tha
parads routa wil begin East
on

Wildcat Drive toward
Gigrande

Drive - tum right on Widcet
Driva - turn [ah grdo LLS, 61
5 = tum right onto Befa Pointa
Blvd. — turn lah onta 409 Ory

Drive, East St John
Praparato-
1y Academy

MOTION Councilman Arcuri
moved

25-55 (Putis Hearing Hekd)
An

Grinance approving exca-
vatlon

within Parish Rights-of-way lor
the instalfation of fiber optics

akong Rue Do Santo by
munigh

pal addross 502 Ruo De
Sante,

LaFiage, St John the Baptist
Parign, LA (Panmit No. 18955)
{J. Hotand/C. Pawef])

MOTION Councilman Wight
moved and Councliman Bailey

seconded the moton o ap-
prova Ordinance 25-55. Tha

motion passed wilh Council-
woman Ramirez absent.

2556 (Pubiic Hearing Hekd)

An ordinance approving exca-
wvation within Parish Rights-of-
way for the instaliation of [ber

optics along Gall Drive by mu-
nicipal eddress 101 Gail Drive,

LaPiaze, SL John the Baptist
Parigh, LA [Pesmit No. 18956)
{J. Hotard/G, Powsl)
MOTION Gouncilman Wiight
maved and Councilman Arcur

seconded the maton o ap-
prove Crdinance 25-56. The

matian passed with Council-
woman Ramisez absent.

25-57 {Public Hearing Held)
An
ordinanue Epproving exca-

mhm Parish Fltg'cs-of-way for
the installation of fiber optics
aleng Fam Roed by rmunicipal

address 136 Famn Read, La-
Placa, 5t John the Baplist
Par-

Ish. LA (Penmit No. 18958) {J.

Holard/C. Powell)
MOTION Councilman Arcurt
moved end Councilman Baley

seconded the moton 1o ap-
prove Ordinance 25-57. The

matipn passed with Councdl-
waman Ramirez sbsent.

2559 (Public Hearing Hald)
An

crdinancs approving exca-
vation

witnin Pansh Rights-of-eay for
tha Installation of fiber optics

aleng Frisco Drive by murici-
pal addrese 500 Frisco Driva,

LaPlats, St. Jokn the Baptist
Parish. LA (Permit No. 18959)
(J. HotariC. Powal)

MOTION Councilman Wright
moved and Counciman Badey

Kiwaris Club's sponsorship of and Councilman Bailoy

the participaten of distric seconded the motion 1o ap-
wide saconded the motion to ap- prove Ordinancg 25-58. The
sixth gradars in BizTown with prove consent agenda tams

Junior 2 motion passed with Couneil-
5. Public G . Mz, Jason isling of Approval of Min-  woman. Ramirez absend,
Akers and Ms. DesDeo utes = Soplombar Sth, 2025,

FRiggins, 25-59 (Public Hearing Hekd)
Bond Attemays Fowey & Counc! MeEtlrag Approval of An

Judeft, Minutes — Sepiember 12th, i BppIOVING axca-
LLP. Discussion on renowal 2025, Permit

of the Ad Valorum Taxe5-2.33
millssehoct maintenance & 8
millsfschoel support.

6. Public Comment. Malissa

Watson, Chteclor of Early
Child-

hootf Programs and Head
Start

Preschool- Tmining Haad
Start

Govemance

7. Public Commenl Simbi, by

€B0ARDsoltions, trameng
vid-
60.

8. Announcements

9. Ady

The cosl of this notoe is
$36.45.

L'Observateur:

Qct, 22, 2026
AGENDA 10.23.25

PUBLIC NOTICE
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS
ST, JOHN THE BAPTIST
PARISH COUNCIL TUESDAY,
SEPTEMBER 23RD, 2025
CHAIRWOMAN TAMMY
HOUSTON
VICE-CHAIR ROBBY ARCURI
'snle Council of the Parish of

t
Jrohn the Baptst Parish, Stata
ol

Loulsiana, met in Regulas
Ses-
=00 [n the 5L John the Baplist

on Tuesday, Septamber 23rd.

Approval — East SL John RHigh

Homecoming Parade —~ Thure~
day, October 9, 2025, al 8pm

to Tpm = The parade route will
begin East on Wikicat Drive
oward Giorlando Drive ~ tum
right on Widcat Drive = tum,
lsft anto U.S. 61 5 = tum right
onto Ballo Pointa Blvd, - tum
faft onto 200 Ory Drive, East
St. John Freparatory
Agadarmy,

Tha motion passed with Coun-
cilwoman Ramirez ebsenl

REPOATS
President's Rapon

Jaclyn Helerd « Fe
rancial Report (August 2025}

PUBLIC HEARING AND

CONSIDERATION OF GRDH-
NANCE(S)

2554 (Public Hearing Hekd)
An

ordinance approving exca-
vatlon

within Parish Rights-of-way for
tha installation of fibet optics

2long Woodland Drve by Mu-
ricipal address 27 Sawgrass

Drive, LaPlace, St Joha the
Baptist Panish, LA (Peomit No.
18954) (). Hotard/C. Powel])
MOTION Councilman Bailey
moved end Councliman Wright

6econded the motion to ap-
prove Ordinanca 25-54. The
mution passed with Council
waman Ramirez absent.

vation

within Parish Rights-of-way for
e instaliation of fiber pplieg
aiong Eagt Alriina Highway by
muricipal address 901 East
Alr-

Ena Highway. LaPlace, St
John

the Baplist Parigh, LA (Permni
No. 16024} {J. Hotard/C. Pow-
el

MOTION Councilman Areurl
moved and Councitman Baidey

seconded tha motion 10 ap-
prave Ordinance 25-59. The

motion peased with Councilk
woman Ramkrez absent

INTRODYCTION OF QRDI-
NANCES

from tha Residential District

One(R-1) end the Commaz-
cial District Three {C-3} 10 the

Commearclal District
Three{C-3} .

located a1 317 Woodand
Diive,

LaPlaca, St John th Baprist

Perisn, LA (PZR-1715) {J. Ho-
tandfC. Powell)

25-61 An ordinance appeoving

the requsst to rezong an un-
designated tot, of the Glencos

Flantation Subdivision from
the
Residential District One (R-1),

Commercial District Ono (C-1),
and Industrinl District Ong(l-1)
o Te Commercizl District
“Three(C-3) focated In thy rear
o

148 Museum Stroet, Ganyvills,
8L John the Beptist Parish, LA

{(PZR-1721) (J. Holard/C,
Pors-

ef}

25-62 An crdinance apprgving
the reques! to rozona Lol 2, of

Lha Glancoe Plantabion Sub-
division {rom the Residential

DvstndOne[ﬂ-l)and
cal uesm One (C-1) 0 the

Commarcial District
Threg(C-3)

focated ot 148 Museum Stroet,
Garyville, 8t. John the Baplist

Parish, LA {FZR-3722) (J. Ho-
tandiC, Powell)

25-63 An ondinance epproving
the resubdivision of Lot 3A, of
the Alexander Allen Sr. Tract,
located at 129 Jessio Lang,
Wallace, 5. John the Baptist

Paish, LA (PZ5-1443) (). Ho-
tardsC, Powell)

25-64 An ordinance approve
ing tha resubdidsion of Lot

85 and Lot 36, of the LaPiaca
Terrace Subxdivislon, located at
383 Caplaln Geomge
Hourgeals

Streot, LoPiace, St. John the
Beplist Parish, LA (PZ5-1445)

'WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 1025'

e ———————————

Meeting Approval of Minutes

— Septomber 12th, 2025, Spe-
cial Maoting Permi

E=s! St. John High Homecom-
ing Parado — Thureday,
Ocipbar

8. 2025, &t Bpm to 7pm =Tha
parade routa will begin East

on
Wildeat Drive toward

Giorlande

Diive — fum right on Wildeat
Drivo =tumn lofi unto U.5. 6%

8 = tum hight amio Balle Pinta
Bhvd. ~ tum latt onio 400 Ory

Drive, East St John
Preparsto-
vy Acadomy

MOTION Councilman Arcuri
moved and Councliman Builey

secondad the motion te ap-
prove consen] agenda items

consisting of Appraval af Min-
wies — September Oih, 2025,

Council Meeting Approval of
Minutey — Ssplamber 12ih. |
2025, Special Meeting Pemmit
Approvod — East St Jonn High

Homacoeming Parads ~ Thurs~
day, October 9, 2025, at 6pm

10 7pm—The parads route wil
begin East on Wildeat Drivo
toward Giorlanda Drive — tum
right on Witdcst Drive — tum
lsft ento W.5. 61 8 ={um right
anio Belle Pointe Blvd, - turn
teft onto 200 Ory Drive, Esst

. HatarG. Powell) 5t John Proparatary
ADSOURNMENT Aczadeny,
At 632 PM, Caungilman
Vinght “The motion passed with Coun-
moved and Coungilwgman clwoman Ramitez absent,
Jafnson sedozded the motion

Lo agiourn, The motion passed  AEPORTS
with C lwoman Ramiraz President's Ropor

absent.
fsTemmy Houston Jaclyn Hotard — Monthly Fi-
COUNCIL CHAIRMAN nancial Report {Augusl 2025)
fs/Donna Barber

LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANT PUBLIC HEARING AND
The cost of this notice Is
$127.88, CONSIDERATION CF ORDI-
L'Observatour: NANCE(S) .
Ocl 22, 2025

PROCEEDINGS 9.23.25 25.54 [Public Hearing Held)
PUBUG NOTICE orr!name Approving exca-
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST mnln Parish Rights-of-way lor
PARISH COUNCIL TUESDAY, e installation of fiber aptics
SEPTEMBER 23RD, 2025

CHAIRWOMAN TAMMY along Woodland Drive by Mu-
HOUSTCN rigipal agdress 27 Sawgrass
VICE-CHAIR ACBBY ARCUR)

The Gouncil of the Parish of
st

Jatm tha Baptist Parish, State
of

Louisiana, met In Regular
Ses-
gion in the St John tha Baptist

Parish Government Complex
Chambaors, LaPlace, Loulsiana
on Tuasday, Septomber 23rd,
2625, ol 800 PM.

CALL TO ORCER Lennix Ma-
dere, Jr., Countilman-at-

Div. A, Michzel Wright, Coun-
ciman-at-Largs, Div. B, Virgie

Jomnsen, Councliivoman
Drstrct

1, Warren Tomes, Jr., Couneil-
man District 11, Tammy
Houslon,

Councitwoman District |1, Tyra
Duha-Gritfin, Councitweman

District I¥, Rebert Arcuri,

Courr .
citman District V. Vemon
Bafey,

§r,, Councilman Distric V1
ABSENT Dixde Ramirez

Jactyn Hotard, Parish Presi-
dany, led Ltha Prayer and Ken

Brass, Slate Representative,
E]-W 54, l=d the Pledgs of
legiance.

Logal Counse! Keith Green,

Jz,
was presont.

PUBLIC COMMENT « AGEN-
DA ITEMS ONLY {3 minutes

pex citizen)
Theea was no public comment
aithis ime.

Jadyn Hotard — Presaniation
= DOTD ~ Updatas an Hwy.
61 Ovorlay Projest {Alport
Oriver to Wildcat Drive) and
Hwy, 3127 Overlay/Drainage
Project

Jeclyn Hetard — Frasentation
- DOTD -~ Willow SL to tha SL
Charles Parish Line
CONSENT ACENDA

ITEMS: Approval of Mnuteg =
Seplember th, 2025, Council

Cnve, LaPlace, St John the
Baptist Parish, LA (Permit No.
18954) {J. Hotard/C. Pawoll)
MOTION Councilman Bailey
moved and Councilman Wnght

seconded tho mation to ap-
prove Ordinance 25-54. The

mugtien passed with Councll-
wornan Ramirez absont.

25-55 (Public Hearing Held)
An
m BpOITAING exca-

walon
within Parish Rights-of-way lor
The Installation of fber optica

along Rue Ce Sante by
municl-

pal address 502 Rue De
Sarte,

LaPiace, St John the Baptist
Parish, LA (Permit No. 18955)

moved and Councitman Bailay

seconded the motion to ap-
prove Ondinance 25-55. Tha

motion passed with Countil-
woman Ramirez ahsent,

25-56 (Pubdic Hearing Hek)

An orfnance approving exca-
wation within Parish Rights-ol-
way for tha Installation ol Iibor

optics along Gai Drive by mu-
nicipal addrass 101 Gail Drive,

LaPlacs, St John tha Baptist
Parish, LA (Penmit No. 18956)
{J, Hotzr'C, Powell)
MOTION Councilman Wright
méved and Councifman Ancuri

seconded tha motion to ap-
prove Ordinsnce 25-58. The

motion passed with Coundil-
woman Rambrez absent.

25-57 (Pubkc Hearing Hald)
An

OrLNANCS EPRHOVing excd-
vaten

within Pavish Rights-of-way far
the Instaliation of fiber optics
along Farm Road by imunicipa)

address 136 Farm Acad, La-
Placs, St John the Baptist
Par-

igh, LA (Permit No. 18358) [J.

Hotard/C. Powel)
MOTION Coursilman Arcuri
moved and Counciman Baday

seconded the motion 1 8-
prove Orgdinancs 25-57. Tho

maotion passed with Council-
woman Ramirez absent,

within Parish Hsmw-of-way for
the installatian of fiver optcs

alang Frisco Drive by municl-
paladd'essSDOFrism[l)rfve.

LaPlace, St John the Baptist

Pansh, LA (Permil No. 18959}

(J. Hotar'G. Powel)  ;

MOTICN Counailman Wright

maved and Councilman Bailey
1

seoondsd the mobon to ap-
prova Qrdinance 25-58. The

mution passed vith Councl-
woman Aamirer absent,

25-59 (Pubbe Hearing Held)
r i
vation

within Pangh Rights-of-woy for

the Installation of fibar optics
long Eat Aiine Hegimiay by

mn'n:;a!inﬂ.'asgol Eas!.

Iiml—l.agrrmLaﬁaoe SL
Johrt

the Baptist Parish, LA (lTarrnil

I
tNo. 19024) {J, Hotord/G. Pow-
of)

MOTION Councllman Anturi
moved and Councitman Bailey

seconded the mation to pp-
prove Ordfinance 25-59..The

mation passed wik Council-
woman Ramirez absent.

INTRODUCTION OF ORDI-
NANCES

£5-60 An oscEnance spproving
the request to rezona Lot E,
of the Rivensood Sutxdivision
from the Residential District

One{R-1) and the et
izl Dstrict Three (C-3) to the

located at 317 Woodland
Drive,
LaPlace, St John the Baptist

Parich, LA (PZR-1719) . Ho-
tard/C. Powell)

2551 An ordinance awoving

the request :orm:moanun—
desgnaedloi.uflheslenma

Plantatign Subdivision frem

he -

Resldential District Ona (R-1),
Commercizl Dstrict Ona (C-1),
and Industria? District Ona(l-1)
10 the Commarcial District
Three{C-3) located in ﬂlle rear
of

148 Museur Street, Garyvills,
St John the Baptist Parish, LA

(PZR-1721) (J. Hotard'C,
Fow- §
all)

25-62 An erdinance appoving
the neqruest 1o rezone Lot 2, of

the Glencoe Plantation Sub-
division from the Residenlar
i

District One{R-th and |
Comimer-
cial Distnet Ora (C-1 10 the

Commerc-al Distiet '

Three(C-3)
focated al 148 Mhseum Street,
Garyvillg, St. John the Baptist

Parish, LA (PZ13-1722) (J. Ho-
tardiC. Pewell) !

25-63 An n-rdlname approving
the resubdivision of Lot 3A, of
the Alexander Allen Sr. Tract,
located at 129 Jess!s Lane,
Wallacs, 51, John the Baptist
Parish, LA(PZS-M-CS)'[J.-HO-
tardC. Powel) |

25-64 An ordinance ﬁplprw-
Ing the resubudivision of Lot

asmﬂLmSG.oi!?ngaPlaee '
Terrece Subdivision, located at
mCap}mnga
Bourgeo's

Street, LaPlace, St John the
Baptist Parish, LA (P25-1445)
(- Holerd/C. Pawelly '
ADJOURNMENT

At 632 PM, Councilman

nmedamComniMmInan
Johnison seconded the molion
pagh The mtion’

with Coumcitwoman Ramirez
zhsent,

JsITarnmy Houston
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COUNGIL CHAIRMAN nancial Report (August 2025) Council Chamber men! knal. may
is/Donna Barber INTRODUCTION OF QRDI- 1811 W. Airling Hwy. also be viewed &, and ¢opies
LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANT PUBLIC HEARING AND NANCES Laptace, LA 70068 Tems and concitions of the tbiained from, the Loulsiana
The cast of this notice is This sita o ible to % BOrog. Department of Ervirenmenta!
$127.86. CONSIDEAATION OF ORDI-  25-60 An ardinante epproving merd . Qualty, Publc Recons
L'Obsprvaioyr; NANCE(S) the request to rezone Lot E, may be reviewed on the Center, ]
Okt 22, 2025 of tha Riverwood Subdivision  with disabllitlss, Persens re- Depaitmanl of Ervironmantal  Room 127, Galver Bulldi
PROCEEDINGS 9.23.25 25-54 (Public Hearing Held) from the Regidential District quiring speclal accommoda- Cuality's wobsito at www.deg. 602 North Fitth Street. Baton

An tion Ioulsiana.gov, by seleding Rouge, Louisizna 70802] To
PUBLIC NOTICE ordinance approving exca- Ons(R-1) and the Commer- About LOEQ, Enforcement, requast a copy of the
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS vation clal Distsict Thres (G3)tothe  shou'd contact Kimbexty end
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST within Parish Rights-of-way for Robin- Settl s, Tha ! subeml a com-
PARISH COUNCIL TUESDAY,  the installation of fber optics. Commercial District son, Executive Directer, before msy pieted
SEPTEMBER 23RD. 2025 Three(C-3) 250 bo viowed a1, and coples  Pubite Record Request Form
CHAIRWOMAN TAMMY along Woodland Drive by Mu-  lecated &t 317 Woodland 400 p.m, the day before e oitzingd trom, the Louislana (DEQ Form lSD-ODOS-mg.
HOUSTON niclpal address 27 Sawgrasa Drive, scheduled meating. Deparimont of Environmantal Tha form and instruction far
VICE-CHAIR ROBBY ARCURI LaFlace, 81 John the Baptist I, Kimberly Robinson, cartiy Quality, Public Aecords compleucn may ba found on
The Council of the Parish of Drive, LaPlace, St John the that Cender,
st Baptist Parish, LA (Permit No,  Parish, LA (PZR-1719) (J.Ho-  on or betora Cclaber 27, Room 127, Galvez Building, DEOWebs:te at the loligwing
Jotn tha Baptst Parish, Stata 18554) (. Hotard/C. PoweR) tard'C. Powell 25, 02 North Fifth Street, Baton oddress hitp Ildcqmsma
of MOTION Councilman Bailey 1 FAXED arelor EMAILED, the  Rowge, Louisiana 70502, To gsv.'m'mmﬁe!ml{

moved and Councilman Wrighl 2561 An ordinance appioving  preceting PUBLIC MEETING  roquest a copy of tThe pro- PublcRatontsRequestFom.
Louisiana, met in Regulas KOTICETO posed pdf. or by calling the Customer
Sers- seconded e moton ko ap- tha request to rezone an un- setllement, subimit a com: Service Conlar at 1-966-836-
sion in the §t. John the Baptist  prova Ordinance 25-84. The designated lat, of the Glencoa 5L John tha Baptist Parish pleted £337,

Gave Public Record Aequest Form PursugnttoLa. RS. )

Parish Government Camplex moticn passed with Council Plantation Subdivision from emmert (CEQ Form ISD-0005-01): 30 2050.7{D), the Depatment
Chambers, LaPiace, Louislana  woman Ramirez absent. tha The form and nstructions for of Environmental Cuality may
on Tuesday, September 23rd, . Resldential District One (R-1), 1811 W, Alriina Hwy. euzrpteﬁon may be found on hold a putlic hearlng regatd-
2025. st 5 00 PM. 25-55 (Public Hearing Held) Cammarclal Distdet One (C-1).  LaPlaa, LA 70068 Ing

An and Incustrial District One{l-1)  burebows @stiohnela gov DEQ Websila at the i when
CALL TO ORDER Lennix Ma-  ordinanco approving exca- Lo tha Commerclal Distried o barbar@stjohn ia.gov address iip /idag, loulgiana. eaheroluuhﬂuwh;m
ders, Jr. i - vation Three(C-Y) located mine ey aduhe@stjohn-agov gov/assets’docs/Genaralf

within Parish Rights-ol-way for  of LQObservalour PublicRecordsRequestFarm,

Div. A, Michael Wright, Coun~
ciiman-at-Large, Div. B, Virglo

Johnson, Counciwoman
District

1, Warren Temes, Jr, Council-
man Distnct 11, Tameny
Houston,

Councifwoman District NI, Tyra
Duhe-Griffin, Counciwoman

Distret [V, Roben Arcurl,
Counr
gllenan Distoct V, Yemaon

Sr, Councitman District VI
ABSENT Dixle Ramirez

Jaelyn Hotard, Parish Presl-
dent, led tha Prayer and Ken

Brass, Stato Represeniative,

Dislirict 58, i the Pladge of
a
legiance,

Lagal Counsel Koth Green,
Jde
was present.

PUBLIC COMVENT —AGEN-
DA ITEMS ONLY (3 minutes

pes citzen}

Thara wag no puble comme
at this tme.

Jaclyn Holard — Presentation
— DOTD — Updates on Hwy.
51 Overay Project (Alport
Drive to Wikicat Drive) and
Hwy. 3127 OverayDheinage
Prject

Jachyn Hoterd — Presentation
= DOTD = Willgw 5Lt the St
Charles Parish Line
CONSENT AGENDA

ITEMS: Approval of Menutos =
September Bth, 2025, Council
Meeting Approval of Minutes

= Seplember 12th, 2025, Spe-
cial Mogting Permit Approval

East St. Jghn High Homecom-
ing Parada — Thursday,
QOctober

9, 2025, ai 6pm 1o 7pm = Tho
parade roula will begin East

on
Wikical Drive toward
Gioranda

Drive — lm dght on Wikdgal
Drive - um laft onto U.S. 61
S ~twm right ento Bafla Poinia
Blvd. - tum ke't onto 400 Ory

Driva, East 8, John
Preparato-
ry Academy

MOTION Counciman Arcurl
moved and Counciman Bailey

eeconded tha motion 1o ap-
prove consent agenda items

consisting of Approval of Min=
\tos = Soptember §th, 2025,

Council Meeting Apprwa[o!

the instaliation of fiber optics

along Rua Da Sante by
munici-

pal address 502 Rue De
Sante,

LaPiacs, SL Joan he Baptist
Perish, LA {Pammit No. 18955)
(J. Hotard/C. Powell)

MOTICN Councilman Wright
moved and Cauncilman Bailey

secongded the metion 10 ap-
prove Ordinance 25-55. Tho

mation passad with Counci-
woman Ramirez sbsert,

25-56 (Public Hearing Hekd)

An ordinancs appeoving exca-
vation within Parish Rights-of-
way for the installation of ber

optics along Gait Drive by mu-
nicipal address 101 Gail Crive,

LaFlace, St. .John the
Parish, LA {Permt No. 18956)
(J. HolarC. Powel}
MOTION Councilman Wright
moved and Ceuncilman Arcuri

secondad tho motion o ap-
prova Ordinance 25-56. Tha

motian passed wrih Coung-
woman Famirez absent.

2557 (Public Hearing Held)
An

ordinance approving exca:
vation

within Parigh Rights-cl-way for
the inslallation of #iber optics
alang Farm Road by rmunicipal

address 136 Famn Road, Lo-
Place, SL John the Baptst
Par-

Ish, LA (Pormit No. 18858) (J.

Hotard/C. Powell)
MOTION Ceunciiman Arcur
moved and Counciiman Bailey

secontded the moton to e
pryve Ordinance 25-57. Tha

motion passed with Counail
wornan Ramlrez sbsent.

25-58 (Public Hearing Heki)
An

ordinance approving exca-
vation

within Parish Rights-of-way for
the Mstaltation of fber oplics

zkoy Frlsco Drive by municl-
pat address 500 Frisco Drive,

LaPliace, St John tha Baptist
Parish, LA (Permit Na, 18959)
. Hotard/C, Powell)
MOTION Counciiman Wiright

seconded the moton to 2~
prove Orfinance 25-58. The

molion passed with Council-
warman Ramirez absent.

25-59 (Publie Hearing Helkd)
An

Minules =&
2025, Spe\:ialMemru Pernﬂ
Approval ~ Egst 51 John High

Homecoming Parada — Thurs-
day, October 9, 2025, at 6pm

10 7pm = Tho parada route will
begin Easl on Wikical Drive
tgwrerd Gioriangdo Criva — wm
righ on Wiidcal Drive = tum
lah onto U.S. B1 S — un right
<nio Bela Pointa B —tum
lah onto 400 Cry Drive, East
St John Preparatory
Acadomy,

Fhe mation passed with Coun-
Glhwoman Ramirez absent,

RAEPORTS
Prosidents Report

vaglyn Hotard - Menthly F-

exca-
vation

wilhin Parish, Rignts-cf-way for
the installation of fiber optes
along East Altline Highway by

munlcipal sddress 901 East
Alr-

fina Highway, LaPface, St.
John

tho Baptist Parigh, LA {Pesmit
No. 18024) {J. Hotard/C. Pow-
el

MOTION Councilman Arcurl
maved and Councilman Bailey

secondad tho motion to ap-
prove Ordinanog 25-59. The

motion passed with Councl-
woman Remirez absant

148 Musgum Stract, Garyville,
St. Jehn tha Baptist Parish, LA

{PZR-1721) (4. HotardhC,
Pove-

e

25-62 An erdinance spproving
tha request to razons Lot 2, of

the Gloneao Plantation Sub-
divigion irom the Residential

District Ona(R-1) and
Commar=
cial Districk One {C-1) tathe

Commercial District
Three(C-3)

localed at 148 Museum Street,
Garywfie, 8. Jahn the Baptist

Paish, LA (PZR-1722) {J. Ho-
tand/'C. Powell)

25-63 An crdinanca appraving
the resubdivision of Lot 3A, of
tha Alexander Allen Sr. Tract,
loceted el 129 Jessie Lane,

Wallage, §t. John the Baptist

Parish, LA (PZ5-1443) (). Ho-
ard/C. Powell)

25-64 An ordinance approv-
Ing the msubdivisien of Lot

35 ard Lot 36, of the LaPlaco
Tenacs Subdivision, located at
383 Captain George
Bourgeols

Straat, LaPlags, St John the
Baptist Parish, LA {PZ5-1445)
(J. Hotard/G. Powell)
ADJOURNMENT

Al 632 PM, Councitman

o adiotm, The motion passed
with Councilwernzn Ramirgz
absent,

fsflammy Haouslon
COUNCIL CHAIRMAN
Js/Denna Barber .
LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANT
Tha cost of tls notico is
5127.86.

LObsaervateur:

Oct. 22, 2025
PROCEEDINGS §.23.25

PUBLIC NOTICE
[ accordancg with La RS,

44221~ PmewDe-

118 Newspaper Driva
LaFlace, Louisiana 70068
public.noticas@Iobservataur.
om

and other Inkividuals and resi-
dent Srganizations vath noti-

fica-
tion regquosts ¢ file,

Kimberly Robingon
Executive Director

The cast of this notice 1s
340.20.

L'Obsarvalour:

Oct 22, 2025
HEARING 10.27.25

In accordanca with La RS,

44 22.1 - Part Economic De-
volopment Negetlations, Pub-
Iz Notice |8 hareby given that

Brian Cont, Inlerfm Executive

Director of Port of Scuth Lows
islana (Poit), determined on

October 7, 2025, that the
active

nogotiations by the Part with
respect ta "Projec Aimee®
shall

be confidential and that disclo-
sura of those rscords would

have a detrimental sflect on
tha

negotiation and may seriousty
jeopardize thig vital project,
The cost of (his notice is
$24.57.

LQbsarvaleur:

Oct. 22, 2025

PROSECT AINAEE

NOTICE OF QPPOATUNITY
FCR PUBLIC COMMENT ON
PROPOSED SETTLEMENT
AGREEMENT BETWEEN
THE

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT
OF ENVIRONMENTAL
QUALITY AND SITEK OMNI
SEAVICES, LLC

Tre Lovistana Department
of Envirenmaemal Quelity and

Sitek Omnl Senviegs, LLC (Re-
spandent), Agency Interest

Number 131143, have entered
nto a proposed sefilement

Track-

Ic Netica s herebygiven that
Brian Cox, Interim Executiva

Dirgctar of Port of South
Lowish
ana {Port), datermined on

Sep-

tember 5, 2025, that tha actve
negofiations by the Port with
re-

spact 1o "Praject Atlas” ehall
ba

confident’al and that discio-
sure
of these racords would have a

detrimental effect on the
negoti-

afion and may eeriously
jevpar-

dize this vital project.

The cost of this notice is
52457,

L'Obsarvaleur:

Oct. 22, 2025
PROJECT ATLAS

PUBLIC NOTICE

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
PARISH HOUSING
AUTHORITY PUBLIC
HEARING MONDAY,
OCTORER 27, 2025 1 00 PAL
Location St John the Bapost
Pazish Govarmment

ing Na. SA-AE-25-0063, cof
caming tho Stata's aflagatiens

of ervironmental vidlations by
Respondant at its facilty In St

John the Buptist Parish,
Louisi-

ana, which allegations ang st
farth in Notica of Potantial
Pen-

alty, Enforcamont Tracking No.
AE-PP-23-00017,

The Depatment of Environ-
mantal Cuality will acoept

oome
Merits on the proposed set-
te- mant for the nex farty-five
(45

days, The public Is invited and
ancouraged to subnill writlarn

pdl. or by calling the Customar
Senvice Conter at 1-868-895-
5337.

Pursuant o La. RS,

ing
this proposed settiement whon
either of the Tollowing cond-
tions

are met 1) a written raquest
lor

public hazaring has been liled
by teenty-five (25) parsons, by
a gavernmenta! subdivision ar
agancy, or by an association
having not less than twen-
ty-five

(25) members who reside in
the

are me1 1) a written request
for

pubfic hearing has been filad
by twenly-ive (25) persons, by
& governmental subdivision or
agency, of by an assoclation
having not less than teen-

ty-invn
(25} members who reside in
he

U
parish in which the taciity Is
lo-
cated or 2) the secralary finds

& significanl degree of public
interest in this sefiemant.

L'Obsarvatour.
parish In which the faciity ls Oct, 22, 2025
lo- AE-PP-23-00017
cated o Z) the secrotary finds
& sgnificant degree of public PUBLIC NOTICE
irderest in this seftlemant. Aryong kngwing the
For fisther ion, you iy s of Genela
may ¢all the Legal Division of - B. Bradiey w/kfa Genellg
the Louisiana Departmant of Caprice Banksion Bradiey,
Emvironmental Quality al (225)  Ganelte Caprice, Genclle
219-3385. Bankston,Genelle Bradlay
L'Ohsarvataur: please contact Leandre M.
Oct. 22, 2025 Millgt, Attomay &t Law, 513
AE-FP-Z3-00017 Befle Terre Boulavard,
LaPlaca,
PUBLIG NOTICE Lougana 70088 (385) 652-
HOTICE OF QPPORTUNITY 8101, l
FOR PUBUGC COMMENTON  L'Obsarvalour: i
PROPOSED SETTLEMENT Oct. 22 and 29. 2025
AGREEMENT BEYWEEN BRADLEY \
THE
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT 1
IOF ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC NOTICE I
QUALITY AND SITEK OMNI ADYERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
SERVICES, LLC ST, JOHN THE BAPTIST
The Lovisizna Department PARISH |
of Emionmontad Quality and  HURRICANE FRANCINE
NRCS DRAINAGE CANAL
Sitek Omn Services, LLG (Re-  CLEANING BD NO 202530
spondent), Agency Intorast Sealed Bids will be recaived
by St. John tho Baptist Parlsh
Number 131143, havo entared  Purchasing and Procurement
Into a proposed settlermont Dapartment in SL John the
Baptist Parish Governmant
egreemondt, Seftloment Track-  Complex Bunkding. 1811 W.
ing No. SA-AE-Z5-0063, con-  Airfing Hignway, LaPlacs, La.
caming tha Stalg’s affegations 70068, al the recoptionis’s
. desk, or electronically sub-
of environmental violalicns by mitled s
Respondent at fts facllity In 81, on winw.centralbidding com
uritit 845 A M, Local Time,
Jarn the Beptist Parish, November 20, 2025. |
Louts- The Scope of tho contract
ana, which allegations are set  work |
is to gloan out drainzga canzlg
forth in Notice of Potentia) troughout 51 Johin the
Perv Baptist 1

alty, Enforcement Tracking No.
AE-FP-23-00017,

The Department of Environ-
mental Quality will accept

com-

ments on the proposed setle-
mend for the next forty-five
(a5

days. Ths public Is invited and
encouraged 1o submit wiitton
commenta to the Lovislana
Departmend ¢f Envircpmental
Ouality, Offica of the

Socretary,

Legal Division, Post Ofice Box
4302, Baton Aouge, Loulsiana
T0821- 4302, Attention
Michae!

J. Danvels, Atlomay. All cam-
ments will ba considered by
the

cemments to the Lauislana

Depatment of Emvi el Dep of Emvi |

Quakly, Offica of the Quafly in reaching a decisten

Secrelary,

Legal Diviglon, Post Gfice Bax o whether to make the seltls-

4302, Baton Rouge, Leuisiana  ment final

70821- 4302, Attention

Michae! Terms and conditions of the
proposed sattiement agree-

J. Danigls, Attornay, Allcom-  ment

mants will be considerod by may be roviewed on tha

the Department of Envircnmental
Quaity's wehsha a1l www.deq

Department of Environental  louisiana gow, by selecting

Qually In roaching a degision  Aboul LDEQ, Enforcamenl,
and

on whether 1o make the geftis-  Setiternents. The document

Parish. The Work genarally -
velves the removal and dis-
pasal

i
of fallen tregs, fallen vegels-
tion,

into 11 drainags canals by
Hin-
ricane Francine in various

Hors across St John the
Baptist ’
Parish,

Bids shall be eddressed to the
SL Jorn the Baptist Parish
Purchasing and Procurement.
Bid ervelopes shall be sealad,
tlearly marked on the Outside

of the envelepa the name, ad-
dress, Lewisiana State C.an-
tractoe's Liconso Nurnbler af

Any bids recenved atier tha
spec:fied Ema and data will not
e considered. The seafed

November 20, 2025, In the St.

John the Baptist Partsh
Gover-
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Louisiana State Fire & Emergency Training Academy
and River Parishes Community College partner with
ExxonMobil to launch the first in-state CO, pipeline
emergency training program

By Amos Abba
The L'Okservatenr

Louisiana  officials
lannched a frst-in-the-
nation training program
on Tuesday to prepare
firefighters and first
responders for emergen-
cies invalving COu pipe-
lines, a growing compo-
nent of the state's energy
infrastructure.

The Louisiana State
Fire & Emergency
Training  Academy
{(FETA} and River
Pariskes Community
College (RPCC) launched,
the Louisiana Pipeline
Emergency Training

Program during a rib-
bon-cutting in Baton
Rouge, Supported by a
850,000 cash domation
and ExxonMobil’s equip-
ment and curriculum
warth over $500,000,

The training features
a custom-built CO» pipe-
line pmp, the first of its
kind, and provides fire-
fighters with handson,
scenario-based experi-
ence in responding to
C0y releases and pipe
line fires,

“Pipelines are an
important part of
Lenisiana’s infrastrue-
ture and energy future,
but with that comes

responsibility,” said
Chief Bryan J.
principal assistant at the
Louisiana Office of State
Fire Marshal. “This
equipment and program
will give Louisiana's
firefighters the hands-on
experience thoy heed to
respond quickly, effec-
tively, and safely.”

The course combines
classroom Instruction at
RPCC’s Gonzales cam-
pus with field simula-
tions at FETA in Baton
Rouge. Participants
Ieamn pipeline terminol-
ogy, equipment, oper-
ations, and hazards of
lUguid and CO: trans-

part before applying
lessons in livefire and

ExxonMobil, which
operates the largest COx
pipeline network in the
United BStates, worked
with the National
Assoctation of State Fire

ty is our core value, and

training is the founda-
tion of safety,” safd Brian
Carlin, ExxcnMobil's
C(h gperations manag-
er, “We're proud to work
alongside .FETA and
RPCC to make world-
class CO. emergency
training available right
here in Louisiana *

The inavgural training
class was held over the
weekend ahead of the
publiclaunch, Local fire-
fighters received class-
room instruction and
then participated in live
demonstrations simulat-
Ing real-world COs emer-
gency conditions,

"We are grateful to

ExxonMobil for intro-
ducing new and innova-
tive toals that enhance
the proactive tm.{rd.ng of

ios, ensuring the safety
of both our communtties
and our responders.”
Officials said the pro-
gram's location in'the
Capital Region willmake
specialized  pipeline
response training more
accessible to depart-
ments statewide as!'COa
Infrastructure expands
across Louisiana, *

merd Carnplex Council Cham-
bers located at 1811 W, Alding

Highway. LaPlace, LA 70064,
Bid decumants may be
viewed on of downloaded
from the parish website, www.
sibparish.com obtained by
contacting Peter Martz or
Mebizsa Tassara st the above

BID 2025.30

PLBLIC NOTICE
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
PARISH

HURRICANE FRANCINE
NRCS DRAINAGE CANAL
CLEANING BID NO 202530
Sealed Bids will be received

address, phong 985652« bySLJohnU'lsBapts!Pns‘sh
B569, of p. johnla 0 and P

ooV of m tassara@Syohn-la. Departrmn! in 5t. John the
aov of dowrdoaded end Bids Baptist Parish Govermment
electronically submittod on Conplex Bukding, 1811 W.
waw.centralbiding.com, Alrfing Highway, LaPlacs, La.

A Mandalory Pre-Bid Confar-
enca wik be held a? 1811 W.

Alrline Highway. LaPlace, LA
70068 on November 10, 2025
& 11 00 AM. bocal tme

Questions and comments re-
garding this BXE must be sub-
mitted [n writing to St. John

the Baptist Parish, Purchasing
& Procurernent
ATTN Peter Mortz, 1811

Wast Airing Foghray, La-
Flaca, LA 70068 or via e-mail

1 p.monz& Stjchn-la.gov no
later thast 1000 A M. local
time

on November 13, 2025.

The Owner reserves ta right
1o

rgject any and all bids lor just
cause such actions will be in
accordarce with Title 38 af the
Leuislana Ravised Statytes, In
accondance with LS, 38 2212
(A){1)(b), the provisions and

requirements stated b the Big-
«<ing Documsnts shall not be

walved by ary entity.
No biddar may withdraw his/
her

bid within forty-five (45) doys

ng tharect, exzept as pro-
vided

under LA. A.S. 38 2214,

Equal Opportuniy in Employ-
ment All qualfied applicants

will recsive consideration for

na-

tigral origin, genetics, disabil-
iy, or veteran status. Bidders
©h this work will be requited
Io comply with tha Presiient's
Executivo Ordar No. 11248, as
amanded.
Participration by minority and
lemale owned tusinesses, as
well as husinesses located n
81 John the Baptist Pariah is
encouTaged.
Ay persan w-rh disabilities
Accomme-

852~
9563 e later than seven (7)
days pricr to nd operting.

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
PAR-
ISH COUNGIL

The cost of this netice Is
$197.16.

LObsorvataur:

Ocl 22, 29 and Nav, 5, 2025

'TOUEB, et tha recaption'si's
dask, or electronizally sub-
mitted

o0 www.centralbi .oom
until 5 45 AM, Local Time,
Novamier 20, 2025,

The Scope of the contract
wark

I3 to clean out drainage canals
Ihroughout 5t, John tha
Baptist

Parish. The Work generally in-
volves the removal and dis-
pasal

oita.llenuass.laﬂmvageia—
n.lhhsh,a.nddebnsmﬂ.ad

into 11 drainage canals by
Hus-

ricana Francing {n various
loca-

tions across Sl John the
Baptist

Parish.

Bids shalt bo addressed t tha
8t John the Baptist Parish

Purshasing and Procurement. *

Bid envelopes shall bo sealed,
clearly marked on tha outside

of the envelope the name, ad-
dress, Louisiana Stats Con-
tragior'’s Licanse Number of

the hidder, and “Bid 2025.30
Hurricane Francing NRCS
Drainage Canpl Claaning”,
Ay blds roceived alter tha
epecified tima and dste will not
be eansidared. The sealed
bids
will ba publicly opansd and

d

real
aloud &l10 €0 AM. Local
‘Time

Novamber 0, 2025, Ini the SL

John the Baptist Parish
Govem-

ment Complex Councll Cham-
bers located &t 1811 W, Aitkng

Highway, LaFiace, LA 70068.
Bid decumants may ba
wviewed an of dovmicaded
From the websita, waw.
tibparish.com cidained by
comacting Peter Montz or
Mellissa Tassara &! lhe zbove
address, 885-652-
8589, of p.monkz @Stahn-ta,
gov or misssara@Schnla.
gov or downloaded and Bids
electronically submitted on
wnacantralbidding.com,

A Mandatory Pre-88id Confor-
ence will ba held at 1811 W.

Airiing Highway, LaPlace, LA
70068 on Novomber 10, 2025
&t 11 00 A M. local tima

Questions and corments e~
garding this Bid must be sub-
mitted In writing 1o St John
the Baplist Parish, Purchassg
& Procurement

ATTN Polar Mortz, 1814

West Aliine Highway, La-

Plage, LA 70068 or via e-mail

lo p.montz& Stjohnda.gov no
laterthan 10 00 AM, kocal
tme )

on Navember 13, 2025,

Tha Owner resenves the fight
]

rejett any and all bids for just
cause such actions will bo in
accordance with Tide 34 of the
Louisiana Aevized Stanres. In
acrardance with ALS. 38 2212
A1), the prowisions and

requirements stzted In the Big-
ding Documants shall not be

walved by any entity.

Louisl-
&na, which aflegations are sai

farth In Nouca of Potential
Pen-

alty, Enlarcemont Tracking No.
AE-PP-Z3-00017,

Thy Department of Emviron-
mental Quality will accept

com-
ments on tha proposed Sot-

te- menl for the naxt lary-five
{45)

eu-ru-nents'o the Lows!ana
tof E

No bidder may wil hisf

her

big within forty-{ive (45} ¢ays
al
ter the actual dale of the

opan-
ing thereol, except as prc-
vided

undar LA. A8, 3a2N4.

Equal Opportunity in Empley-
ment Al quelified appécants
will recolvo consideration foc
employmont without regand lo
race, ¢olgr, religion, 590,
sexual

ouamy. Oflice of the

Secretary,

Legal Divislon, Fost Offica Box
4302, Baton Rouge, Loulsiana
70821~ 4302, Attention
Michaol

LObsarvaleur:
Oct. 22, 2025
AEPP-Z00017

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE CF OPPORTUNITY
FOR PUBLIC COMMENT CN
PROPOSED SETTLEMENT'
AGREEMENT BETWEEN
THE

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT
OF ENVIRONMENTAL
CUALITY AND SITEK CMNE
SEAWICES, LIC

The Louisizna Department
of Emvirenmentst Qualty and

Sitok Omnl Sarvices, LLC {Re-
spondent), Agency Interest

Number 131143, hava entered
Inlo a proposed saltlemant

egresment, Settlement Track-
Ing No. SA-AE-25-0063, cone
paming the Stale's allegelions

of exvironmental vielations by

«J. Danils, Attomnay. All come
mants will be c by
tho

Department ot Envirphmental
Quaity in reaching a decision

on whather to maks the settio-
mrent final

Terms and conditions of tha

proposad settlement agree-
orientatlon, gender idently, mant
nas may be reviewad on the
tional erigin, g disabil of Environmental
1y, or valoran siatus. Bidders Ouafty‘s waobsito al www.dsq.

on this work will ba required
to comply with the President's
Expcutiva Qrdar No. 11246, as
amended,

Partidpation by minority and
female ovned SeS, as
well a3 businesses eatad in
St John the Baptist Parish is
encouraged.

ATy parson with disabiltics

requinng Speclal Accommo-
dations musl cantact St John

the Baptist Parish at (985)
B52-

9569 no later than soven (7)
days pror to bld opaning.

ST, JOHN THE BAPTIST
PAR-
ISH COUNCIL

The cost of this notice i
$157.18.

LObservateur:

Oct, 22, 29 and Nav. 5, 2025
Bi> 2025.30

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF OPPORTUNITY
FOR PUBLIG COMMENT O
PROPOSED SETTLEMENT
AGREEMENT BETWEEN
THE

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT
OF ENVIACNMENTAL
QUALITY AND SITEX OMNI
SERVICES, LLC

The Loulslana Depament

of Ervironmantal Cuality and

Sitek Omrf Services, LLC (Ro-
spordient), Agency Interest

Murmber 131143, have entered
into o proposed settlement

agrecment, Settlement Frack-
ing No. SA-AE-25-0063, con-
caming the Stato's albgatiens

of envinmental viglations by
Respondent at its facility In SL

John the Baptist Parish,

loulslana.gov, by salecting
Aboul LDEQ, Enforcament,
and

Resy ot its facilty In St.
Jahn the Baptist Parish,
Lowish

ang, which aliegations aro set
Igrth in Netice of Potantial

Pen-
alty, Entvtement Trackirg No.

AE-PP-23-00017.

The Dopartment of Environ-
mental Quality will accept
com-

ments &n the propused setile-
mant for tha next fory-fiva
{45}

B337.

Pursuantto La. LS.

30 2050.7(D), tha Department
of Environmental Quality may
hald a public hearing reglrd-
ing

Ihis proposed saftlemant when
either of the foliowing condi

tions

ara met 1) a written request
for

public hearing has bewn filed
by toarity-fiva (25) persons, by
a governmental subdivision or
agency. or by en associzbon
having nct esg than twemr
ty-five

(25) members who reselg in
tha

‘paﬂsh In which the Iacllity is

catad or 2) the 5ecrelary‘ finds

a sigificant degreo of public
interesy in thig semamenl.

For further information, you
may call the Legal Divisicn of
the Louisiana Department of
Ervirenmental Quality ot (225)
215-3985. i
CObsorvateur.

Oct 22, 2025 \
AE-PP-23-00017 [

PUBLIC NOTICE ]
October 22, 2025

Notce is hereby given that the
Rivar Parishes Transit Auther-
ly intends to apply for a fed-
eral

grant for operaﬁng as¢istanca

and’cr capilal assistancelo

Setllements. The decument pro-
may days. The publc Is invited and  vide Rural Public
also bg viewed at, and copies  encouraged to submit wiinen  Transpertalion y
obtained from, tha Lou'siana comments to the Lovislana 1
Depatment of Emaronmental  Department of Enviconmantal  of a non-emergency, ambu-
Qualty, Public Aecords Ciaity, Cice of the lato-
Centor, Secretazy, ry nature far the FY 2026~
FRoom 127, Galvez Building, Loqgal Civision, Post Office Bax 2027 |
602 Narth Filth Street, Bafon 4302, Baton Aouge, Loulsiana
Rouge, Loulsizna 70802, To Toa21- 4302, i progeam yeat, Tha apphc:
request o copy of the pro- Michaal for assistance 1S pursuan o
Posad he
settfement, submit a com- J. Dantels, Attorney, All com- NorrUrhanized Area Fomula
plsted . imonts witl be considered by !
Public Record Request Form™  the Program of 49 CFA 5311. Ser-
(DEQ Form 130-0005-01)., vices will generally be |
Tha form and Instructions lor Department of Environmenta!  between
complallon may ba found on Qualily in reaching & decisian
the S00AM and 630 PM,
DEQ Website at the folflowing  on whether to make the settle-  Menday
address hitp fideg kouisiana. ment final. through Friday, and 5 30 AM
viassats/docs/Goneral! and § 39 PM Saturday In the
PublicRecordsRequest Fom. Terms and conditions of tha arsa encompassing 81 John
pdl. or by calling tho Customer  proposed settisment agreo- : !
Service Cenler at 1-865-896~ ment the Baptist and SL Charies
5337. may be raviewed on the Par-
Pursuanttv La. R.S. e of Emdrg | ishes, L Trarsd sor-
302050.7(D), the Department  Quality's wabsits ot www.doq.  vices am provided withoul ro-
of Envirgnmontal Qualty may  Iouisiana gow, by selecting gard to rage, coior, and nation-
w 8 public hearing regard- About LDEQ, Enforcement, al
and .

d satth twhen & The dhox originin with Title
EU‘HOfﬂIBfﬂDUW'J‘IQW ray Vi of the Givd Righls At
tionsg akso bo viowad al, and eopies '

are met 1) a wiillen raquest
for

public hearing has been fiad
by twertty-five (25) persons. by
a gavernmantal subdivisian or
agency, or by an association
having nat less than twen-

tyfive
(25} membars wha reside in
the

parish in which the facifity is
lo-
caiod or2) the seratary finds

a significan degree of public
Interest in this settlement.

For tuther information, you
may caf} the Legal Division of
the Louisiana Department of
Environrmantat Guality at {225)
219-3985,

obtained frem, the Loulsiana
Depanment of Environmental
Clualty, Public Hecords
Cantar,

Room 127, Galvez Building,
602 North Fifth Street, Baton
RAougo, Louisiana 70802. To
request a copy of tha pig-

posed
setilement, submit a com-

pleted
Pubdic Record Reques! Farm
{DEQ Form 180-0005-01).

the

DEQ Wetrsite at the following
address hitp fdeqloulsiana,
povlassetsidocsGeneralt
PublicRacorisRequestFom,
. or by caliing the Customar
Sennca Conter at 1-866-B95-

Writtan comments on g pio-
posed services may be sent

within 15 days lo P.Q, Btl)x
2444,
Laplace, LA 700369~244i4, and

(o the Program Managey, Loui-
slana Departmen! of Transpor-
tation end Developmand, PO,

1
Eox 94245, Baton Rougs, LA
70804-9245. Comments must
ba received by Novernber 6,
2023,
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Landry orders moratorium on new carbon capture projects, industry pushes baick

By Alton Wailace
The Cenoer Squme

Loalsiana Gov. Joff Landry, while it
hxgtheewnmmnpownualofmbun cap-
and sequestration, on Wednesday

onlemd a moratorjum on approvals of

new Class VI injection wells and mandat.
¢d that stato agencles and 4 enits
collaborate to develop and

processes that advance the industry,
Landry satd he has heard the con-
cotns of citizens and communities in

Louksiana and eailed on stato agencles,.

departments, and Iocal officials to work
together In developing a clear roadms,
tn enstre that applications for

jects follow state rules for carbon
ln}ea!cnand COs pipelines,

Cum!mly tmgn licatlons for 33 car-

projects have beoen

ﬁ]cd wi!h the Louistana Department of
Energy and Conservation, with each st
maled to require approxtmalely 2,009
hours of review between tho tHme of
subrmission and the issuance of'z permit.

‘Tho pevernot directed the Department
of Energy and Conscrvation to mevalu-
ate the status of cwTent Class VI g
cations for assessment and priori
aver the next 45 days.

Landry sald Loutslana is positioned
1o be a natlonal leader In carion cap-
tuze and sequestradon due o the state’s
unique geology, extensive Industrial
Infrastructure - including pipelines

Iy skilled energy workfurm and expan-
sive port systems. P
CO: has been infected Inlhe geological
formations within Loulslara for use in
enhanced off recovery projects, the gov-

COzmmL and sto iﬂmmd

capmm TARE W
ng & ncei;gs‘mby
as many as 17,000 gn\"emur

salid. Potential investments from already
mummdmpmmandsturag»pm}mu
across Louisiana total $76 bilion, driv-
ing economic growsh

ardar,

"Loulslana’s ¢ncrgy industry has
{nwvested tens of biillons of dellars Into
putting cur state at the head of President

Trump's Energy Dominangs Agenda”
Tommy Faucheux, presidenl of tho
Loulsiana Bi¢Continent Oil & Gas
Assoclation, sald in & statement ~*We
apprectato the Governor's vocal support
forthlscﬁ‘mandmmﬁﬂeuoﬂhemlo
Carbon Capture and Storage will play.
Howeser, we are con¢ormed this execu.
tive order threatens to create hurdlss for
thﬁiudt?mlnm ﬂu?t- CO: transporta-
cux

ﬂcnmdmjealmhava been a part of

Industry for almost

robust regulatory framework fn place to

“We want to work with Governor

to this potentfal Let's

not Jet Texas, and other states waijting

In the wings, take this moment from us

becanss we put any more ohotaces bn
ourown way," said Faacheux.

‘Will Green, president of tho Lomnisiana
Association of Business and Industry
(LABI), ¢ald that while tho Landry
administration wants to facilitate carbon
capture and sequesttntlon in the state,
Wednesday's executive order on carben
mpt:m and sequestration sends the

wiong mssage. Tho governor's order
risks ceding Lonisinnns competitive
advanlogy to staleseager to
move forward carbon eapture and
storage Inveslments, said Green.

“The momentum Loslslana has built
is no accident, It fs the dircct result of

lml,qmE gy, Wralr-;:lass oo
our ue peo! Wl CRETTY
infrastructure, znd highly skilled work-
foree,” suld Groen

“We cannot yiold cur positian to states
like Texas that stand ready to capture
thesa xame opportunities. OCS (Carbon
mpmandsmmge)mm‘rsach&nce

to sirengthen Loulsiana’s energy socior
oand make W the cnergy glant of the
meelmnwwnmnbo,(;mensau

Louisiana Oil & Gas Assoclation
President Mike Moncla stated that the
state has safely the

in Loundslana formations.

“We respectiully disogree wuh the
Governor's deciston 1o halt the review
of any new CCUS applieations,” |said
Moneln, “We are thankful that the
Governor didn't cancel existing GCUS
projects, which will continue to pwvu
how safo this techoology sctunlly Is,
and we encourage industry 1o continue
moving forward with the hope lhat the
Governor will Lit this maraterium scon-
ez rather than Later,” he sald. |

Tho Loutstany Chemieal Assoctation
stated thal carbon capture and storage
{CCS) L= a critica! component of main-
talning and growing the state’s u.umu
facturing industry, “A pausa on applica.
tions, regardlessof tho reasoning, signals
wnoertainty for projects that enable low-
er-emnissions production, support thou
sands of high-wage jobs, and encourage
w reinvestment,” the associfuion

‘The Louislana Chemlical Amiaﬁnn
stated that it remeins commiticd to
cellabozating with the governor, 'state
agencles, and local officials on mrbon
capture and storage projects in ihe
state, “Loulslana should proudly|lead
tho nokion in safe, responsible industri-
al decarbonization rather than afgnal:
ing hesitatlon that allows other states to

and LNG facilities - along with a high

ensure fts continued safety.

sald

selze this opportunity,” the aﬂod!.aﬂnn

|
Louisiana joins multistate call backing crackdown on cartels

By Holan McKendey
‘Tl Ceniy Square

Louisizna Attorney General
LizMurrlli hasjoined acoalition
of Republjcan atlaorneys general

Seerctary

Pele Hegseth to contlnue “direct

and decisive actions® against
dregeartels,

They say the Constitution

cmpowers the commander In

chief to proteet the homeland

from carteldriven viglence and
fenfanyl rafficking.

In a Thursday letter to the
Whito Houso and the nowly
rebranded Department of War,
the group pralses recent federal
steps and saye Congress should,
i needod, “conilom”™ the presk
dent's authority toact.

*Without question, there fs no
greater duty placed upen gov-
ernment than the protection of
Its eltizenry,” the attormeys gene
eral wrote, *We applaud your

recent proper exerclse of this

drugs!

The officlals ¢ite U.S. Customs
and DBorder Protection's sel
zure of nearly 22000 pounds
of fentanyl in fscal year 2024
- “enocugh fentanyl to kil the
entire American populaiion
fourteen imes over” - and com-
pare fentanyldeaths to total US.
casuafties in World War Il

They say cartel activity is
fueling gang violence, human
traflicking, and erganized retail
theft while straining state and
local police and public health

systema,

“llegal drugs fueled by the
cartels not enly Increase the
workload for law enforcement

Murrlils signature places
the state alongside counter.

parts from Alabama, Aﬂmnsas.

Florida, Kansas, Kcntuc.ky
Mississippl, Montana, North
Dakota, Ohio, South Carolina,

The letter frames mrb:ldriv

- en fentanyl as a naticasllsect-

rity Uhreat with mmncea
“everywhere In this wuntr}'.
frony addletion and overdose
1o the “significant and ¢ostly
sirain on the health eare sys.
tem,”

MOcole Brard sy, B3
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