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June 1, 2026 
St. James Parish Council  
5800 Hwy. 44  
Convent, LA 70723  
 
Re: Legal Notice to Parish Council Regarding Proposed Ordinance to Re-Designate a Historic 
Black Community, Including the Estate of Harriet Jones, to “Industrial”  
 
To the St. James Parish Council:  
 
On behalf of Inclusive Louisiana, Mount Triumph Baptist Church, and RISE St. James, the 
undersigned counsel write to put you on notice that the proposed ordinance (“Ordinance”) that 
would redesignate a large part of Romeville into an industrial area is unlawful. Further, should it not 
be promptly withdrawn from the Parish Council’s agenda, we intend to take urgent action in federal 
court in connection with the pending litigation Inclusive Louisiana v. St. James Parish, Case No. 
CV 23-987. This is the latest planned action by a Parish whose land use system is the subject of that 
ongoing civil rights lawsuit. The federal court in that case has concluded that Plaintiffs have raised 
plausible claims that the land use system is a vestige of slavery, that it is discriminatory on the basis 
of race and religion, that it unlawfully interferes with sites of historic, cultural and religious 
significance to Plaintiffs, and that it puts Plaintiffs’ health at risk. If allowed to pass, this Ordinance 
will be yet more evidence of a discriminatory and unlawful land use system that, in the words of a 
federal court, “quite literally originated in slavery.” Inclusive Louisiana v. St. James Parish, No. CV 
23-987, 2026 WL 352793, at *7 (E.D. La. Feb. 9, 2026).  
 
More specifically, this redesignation would transform the following historic sites into industrial 
sacrifice zones: our clients’ formerly-enslaved ancestor, Harriet Jones’s, property; the historic 
Pleasant Hill Cemetery where their formerly-enslaved ancestors and their descendants are buried; 
and potentially the Colomb Plantation Cemetery where their formerly-enslaved ancestors are likely 
buried. It would also allow industrial plants to fully encircle Inclusive Louisiana’s Community Hub, 
Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, and Romeville Park, all of which are located in historic Romeville. 
This appears to be the latest attempt by the Parish to surround, and eventually erase, the historic, 
majority-Black communities in the Fourth and Fifth districts in the Parish.  
 
Should the Ordinance not be withdrawn from the Parish Council’s agenda, we intend to take urgent 
legal action in the relevant litigation in federal court.  
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The Redesignation Would Transform the Estate of Harriet Jones, a Historic Site and 
Monument to Freedom from Slavery, Into an Industrial Sacrifice Zone.  
 
Harriet Jones was a woman who was born around 1809 in Maryland and trafficked to and enslaved 
in St. James Parish. In a remarkable feat, just eight years after the Thirteenth Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution was ratified abolishing slavery, on February 19, 1874, Ms. Jones was able to 
purchase 34 acres of property from plantation owners Alfred Colomb and J. Bruce Morson in what 
is today Romeville.  
 
For over 150 years, that property--the Estate of Harriet Jones—has been preserved, and passed 
down through the generations, and is now co-administered by her fifth-generation granddaughter, 
who is a co-founder of Inclusive Louisiana and current resident of Romeville. Notwithstanding 
slavery, the subsequent subjugation of and violence against freedpeople, the disenfranchisement of 
Black voters and landowners in the area, and more recently the displacement caused by industrial 
expansion, Ms. Jones’s family has been able to hold on to this tract of land through the years. The 
land is a monument to freedom from slavery, and to the multigenerational, unyielding ties that the 
family and descendant community have to the area. 
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The Estate of Harriet Jones sits in the Fourth District of St. James Parish, in the heart of what the 
world knows as “Cancer Alley,” but until today has been preserved against all odds. It has been 
used primarily as agricultural and residential land, and was recognized and therefore designated as 
“Agricultural” in the Parish’s 2014 Land Use Plan. Now, the Parish Council is contemplating 
redesignating this land as “Industrial,” and readying this historic monument for industrial expansion 
and erasure. 
 
The Redesignation Would Also Transform Two Historic Black Cemeteries and a Historic 
Black Baptist Church Into Industrial Sacrifice Zones. 
 
The redesignation would encourage industrial plants to encircle Pleasant Hill Baptist Church. One 
day after Ms. Harriet Jones purchased her property, on February 20, 1874, another nearby parcel of 
land in Romeville was sold by the same sellers to a group of formerly-enslaved people to build a 
church. The people in that group had been born in Virginia and North Carolina, and most, if not all, 
of them had been enslaved on the adjacent Wilton Plantation, where Nucor Steel now sits. The 
church is known today as Pleasant Hill Baptist Church. The church is very near Inclusive 
Louisiana’s Community Hub. The Parish is now contemplating allowing industrial plants to fully 
encircle the church and Community Hub.  
 
Additionally, the Parish’s redesignation would transform at least one, and likely two, historic 
cemeteries into industrial sacrifice zones. Just on the other side of the railroad tracks from where 
Pleasant Hill Baptist Church sits is a historic Black cemetery where formerly enslaved and 
emancipated people and their descendants are buried: Pleasant Hill Cemetery. Both the church and 
the cemetery have recently received markers from the Louisiana Historic Markers program. The 
Parish is proposing to fully redesignate the cemetery for industrial use. Just west of Pleasant Hill 
Cemetery, there is another unmarked cemetery on the former Colomb Plantation. That cemetery 
likely contains burials of people formerly enslaved on that plantation. The redesignation boundary 
crosses the probable area of the cemetery. 
 
As the Louisiana Attorney General has said, “[our cemeteries] lead us to a better understanding of 
our own culture: who we are, where we have come from, and where we are going . . . . [W]e, the 
living, are custodians of the dead and the stories that they can tell, and we must strive to protect 
those stories.”1 Instead of acting to protect the cemeteries of formerly enslaved people and 
freedpeople, and to protect their stories, the Parish is instead working quickly to attract industrial 
plants onto these cemeteries.  
 

 
1  Louisiana Attorney General, Opinion No. 07-0183 at 2-3, September 17, 2007.  
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This Is the Parish’s Latest Attempt to Erase and Displace a Historic Black Community. 
 
The Harriet Jones Estate, Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, Pleasant Hill Cemetery, the Colomb 
Plantation Cemetery, Inclusive Louisiana’s Community Hub, Romeville Park, and a historic 
residential community, are all located in Romeville, which is 75% Black. 
 
In 2014, the Parish revealed its intent to erase this historic Black community when it designated it 
as “Residential/Future Industrial,” and designated areas upriver and downriver of it as “Industrial”  - 
an ominous revelation of the Parish’s intentions. Romeville is today sandwiched between two giant 
industrial plants: Nucor Steel, which sits on the former Colomb, Wilton, and Helvetia plantations, 
and Oxychem, which sits on the former St. Michel and Malarcher plantations. The plants are two 
out of at least 28 industrial facilities that the Parish has steered into the majority-Black parts of St. 
James Parish.  
 
In recent Parish Council and Planning Commission meetings on May 18 and May 20, 2026 Parish 
officials revealed that the Parish still had this intention to erase Romeville. They repeatedly stated 
that the area currently designated Agricultural should be redesignated as Industrial to ensure that the 
promise that Romeville would be “Future Industrial” would be soon fulfilled–in other words, so that 
industry can more completely move into and displace Romeville. 
 
The Parish is fully aware of the costs of industrial expansion and displacement, including the severe 
health risks, and the unfulfilled promise of economic growth.2 As a result of this steering, the 
residents of Romeville now reside in some of the most polluted, toxic–and lethal–census tracts in 
the country. And yet, instead of protecting this historic community, protecting its residents’ health 
and sites of historic, cultural, and religious significance to them, the Parish continues, relentlessly, 
to steer industry there.  
 
The Parish’s Actions Are Unlawful. 
 
The Parish is currently the subject of an ongoing federal civil rights lawsuit that challenges this land 
use system which reflects a pattern and practice of actions precisely like this one, where industry is 
steered into majority-Black parts of the Parish. The federal court in that case has already ruled that 
the lawsuit raises plausible claims that these actions threaten the health, cultural heritage, religion, 
and properties of historic Black communities, and that the Plaintiffs have raised plausible claims 
that this land use system violates the Thirteenth Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, the 
Fourteenth Amendment’s Equal Protection Clause and protection of bodily integrity, 42 U.S.C. 
Section 1982 which ensures non-discrimination in the use of property, the Religious Land Use and 
Institutionalized Persons Act, and the Louisiana Constitution Art. XII, Sec. 4. which protects the 
right of the people to preserve, foster, and promote their respective cultural origins.  

 
2  Allison Plyer Anissa Hyde, Pathways to Prosperity: Louisiana 2026, April 2026, available 
at: https://www.datacenterresearch.org/reports_analysis/pathways-to-prosperity-louisiana-2026/  
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Should the Council not take this Ordinance of the agenda, we intend to take urgent action in the 
relevant litigation in federal court.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
       ___________________ 
 
Clara Potter 
Devin Lowell 
Lisa Jordan 
ENVIRONMENTAL LAW CLINIC  
TULANE LAW SCHOOL  
6329 Freret St.  
New Orleans, LA 70118  
Tel.: (504) 865-5789  
Fax: (504) 862-8721  
cpotter2@tulane.edu   
dlowell@tulane.edu   
lwjordan@tulane.edu  

  
Attorneys for RISE St. James  

   
  
  
  
   

Astha Sharma Pokharel 
Pamela C. Spees 
Baher Azmy 
Kayla Vinson 
Celine Zhu  
CENTER FOR CONSTITUTIONAL 
RIGHTS  
666 Broadway, 7th Floor  
New York, NY 10012  
Tel. & Fax (212) 614-6462  
asharmapokharel@ccrjustice.org   
pspees@ccrjustice.org   
bazmy@ccrjustice.org   
kvinson@ccrjustice.org   
czhu@ccrjustice.org   

   
William P. Quigley 
Professor Emeritus  
Loyola University College of Law  
7214 St. Charles Avenue  
New Orleans, LA 70118  
Tel. (504) 710-3074  
Fax (504) 861-5440  
quigley77@gmail.com   

   
Attorneys for Plaintiffs Inclusive Louisiana  
and Mount Triumph Baptist Church  
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PASSED
The following ordinance, which was previously introduced at a meeting of the Parish Council of the Parish 

of St. James, State of Louisiana, on March 5, 2014, and a summary thereof having been published in the official 
journal, was brought up for final passage on motion of Councilman Patin and seconded by Councilman McCreary:

ORDINANCE 14-03 
ST. JAMES PARISH COUNCIL

AN ORDINANCE TO ADOPT A LAND USE PLAN AND TO 
REGULATE DEVELOPMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THAT PLAN, AS AMENDED

WHEREAS, in 2010, St. James Parish initiated a comprehensive planning process with the assistance of 
South Central Planning and Development Commission and with active citizen involvement led by a steering 
committee made up of a local citizens representing a broad range of interests across the parish; and

WHEREAS, after a series of public meetings, in-depth planning analysis, and extensive deliberations, that 
planning process produced a draft comprehensive plan, which among other elements included a proposed future land 
use plan and accompanying recommendations for guiding the future development of St. James Parish; and

WHEREAS, the St. James Parish Planning Commission created a committee to review the draft 
comprehensive plan and to make recommendations for its adoption and implementation; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission review committee worked with the draft plan in detail, with a 
strong emphasis on the future land use plan as a tool for guiding the long term development of St. James Parish, and 
that committee recommended to the full Planning Commission a future land use plan substantially similar to the plan 
proposed in the draft comprehensive plan, and that committee also recommended regulations to implement the 
future land use plan; and

WHEREAS, on November 20, 2013, the full Planning Commission considered and the proposed future 
land use plan and implementing regulations and endorsed them for adoption by the St. James Parish Council; and

WHEREAS, the proposed future land use plan and implementing regulations was published for public
review and comment, and hearings were held on March 19, 2014 in Vacherie and on April 2, 2014 in Convent to
provide for public input on the plan and the regulations; and

WHEREAS  , the St. James Parish Home Rule Charter grants broad powers to the parish to perform any 
function necessary, requisite or proper for the management of its affairs, and the rights and authority to exercise 
general police power, and this ordinance is an appropriate exercise of that power; and

WHEREAS, La. R.S. 33: 101, et seq. , provides for the adoption of master plans and provides certain 
powers and authorities attendant to such plans, and St. James Parish intends to avail itself of the benefits of La. R.S. 
33:101, et seq., to the maximum extent permissible under law;

NOW, THEREFORE, the St. James Parish Council hereby ordains:

SECTION 1. Section 86-37 of the St. James Parish Code of Ordinances is hereby created to read as follows:

Sec. 86-37. Land use plan

(a) Adoption of future land use plan and buffer area map. The following maps are 
hereby adopted and incorporated herein by reference to guide the development of St. 
James Parish, and together with the text of this Section 86-37 are collectively referred to 
herein as "Land Use Plan:"

(b)

1. The "St. James Parish Generalized Future Land Use Plan" dated April
2, 2014 .

2. The "Plantations Schools and Churches 2Mi Buffer" map dated April 2,
2014 depicting two-mile radius buffer areas around schools, historic 
churches and plantations.

Plan compliance. All departments, officers, employees, boards, and commissions of St. 
James Parish, and all representatives of St. James Parish serving on boards, commissions, 
or other governing bodies whose jurisdictions include any portion of St. James Parish, 
shall carry out their public duties in compliance with the Land Use Plan. To the 
maximum extent permissible by law, all such agencies, persons, and entities shall 
exercise decision-making discretion in a manner consistent with the Land Use Plan. It is 
the intention of St. James Parish to avail itself of the benefits of La  . R.S. 33: 109 and La. 
R.S . 33 : 109 . 1 for all agencies and departments of the state and political subdivisions 
bound thereby to conduct their activities in full compliance with the Land Use Plan, 
which is hereby declared to be a "master plan" as that term is used in La. R.S . 33: 109 and 
33: I 09  . 1. It is further the intention of St. James parish that all local, regional, state, and 
federal entities operating in or making decisions affecting property in St. James Parish 
comply with the Land Use Plan to the maximum extent allowable under law, and St. 
James Parish hereby invokes all such law for the benefit of its citizens.
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(c) Land use categories and allowable uses. The land use plan divides the parish into land 
use categories whose purposes are described in this section. These category descriptions 
are not intended to be a comprehensive prescriptive list of all possible land uses, but shall 
be interpreted to control the general character and impacts of development so that the 
physical development within each use area is compatible with and beneficial to other uses 
within the same area. The areas shown on the St. James Parish Generalized Future Land 
Use Plan are intended as a reasonable guide, and shall be interpreted to respect the 
boundaries of existing tracts of land.

Land Use Catet!ory Allowable Uses
Residential/Future Industrial Dwellings and uses customarily associated with dwellings (such

as garages, carports, patios, outbuildings used by residents of the 
dwellings) developed on existing lots or properties of record. 
Subdividing properties is not allowed, except for Family 
Subdivisions under Section 106 of the St. James Parish Code of 
Ordinances, which shall be allowed. Industrial uses, subject to 
the establishment of suitable buffer zones under Section 86-37(i)
and (j).

Residential Growth Dwellings and uses customarily associated with dwellings (such 
as garages, carports, patios, outbuildings used by residents of the 
dwellings), whether developed on existing lots or on properties 
subdivided in accordance with Section 106 of the St. James 
Parish Code of Ordinances.

Commercial. Retail outlets, grocery stores, restaurants, convenience stores and 
service stations, lodging, service businesses, offices, automotive 
and light equipment sales and service, wholesale businesses not 
requiring unusually heavy traffic; light manufacturing in enclosed 
structures not exceeding 100,000 square feet; warehousing in 
enclosed structures not exceeding 100,000 square feet.

Commercial/Residential Mixed. All uses described under either Residential Growth or 
Commercial uses, alon2 with multifamily housin2 development.

Industrial Petrochemical operations; manufacturing; tank farms; material 
processing and production; grain elevators, railroad yard
facilities; raw, spent, and finished material storage; warehousing
or open-yard equipment and material handling facilities; and 
associated suooort facilities and offices.

Agriculture Growing crops; raising fowl, livestock, or aquaculture; dairying; 
forestry and fiber production; any facilities customarily 
associated with such activities; any uses allowed in any adjacent 
Residential or Residential Growth areas. Agricultural areas may 
also be used for buffer areas required around other uses.

Recreation Parks, playgrounds, athletic fields, golf courses, open space, 
natural areas, and wildlife preserves.

Schools Public, private, and parochial schools and related facilities.
Fire Department Fire stations and other facilities related to fire protection.
Water Shown for information only; water areas should remain 

unoccupied except for unique situations requiring a location in 
the water, subject to any permits required under the St. James
Parish Code of Ordinances, Chapter 18, Article VI, Coastal Zone
Resource Management Program.

Wetlands Shown for information only; wetland areas should remain
unoccupied except for unique situations requiring a location in 
the water, subject to any permits required under the St. James 
Parish Code of Ordinances, Chapter 18, Article VI, Coastal Zone 
Resource Management Program.

Lutcher The municipal limits of Lutcher are shown for information only; 
uses in this area are 2ovemed by Lutcher's ordinances.

Gramercy The municipal limits of Gramercy are shown for information 
only; uses in this area are governed by Gramercy's ordinances.

(d) Permitting of Allowable uses as a matter of course. The intent of this section is for
allowable uses defined above to be permitted as a matter of course through the parish's 
customary building permit process under Chapter 18 of the St. James Parish Code of 
Ordinances, subject to compliance with other applicable ordinance requirements, and 
except as otherwise provided in this Section.

(e) Approval of uses not listed as allowable uses. Uses not specifically listed as allowable
in a use category may be recommended for approval by the Planning Commission and 
approved by the Parish Council on a case-by-case basis where there is a compelling 
public benefit, when the use is compatible with surrounding uses and adverse impacts of 
the use are inconsequential; or where required to as a matter of constitutional imperative 
or other vested legal right superior to this ordinance.
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(f) Planning Commission consideration of certain allowable uses. Notwithstanding
paragraph ( d) above, the following uses or activities shall not be issued a building permit 
until approved by the Planning Commission (or by the Parish Council on appeal):

(g)

1. Any residential building containing three or more dwelling units.

2. Any non-residential development exceeding 10,000 square feet of 
building area or sites 3 acres or more.

3. Any commercial or industrial development that requires a state or 
federal permit for air, water, solid waste, hazardous materials, or 
Section 404 wetland/Rivers and Harbors Act permits.

Application, public notice, and hearing process. For any use requiring Planning
Commission consideration, the proponent of the proposed use shall submit an application 
in such a form required by and accompanied by documentation as required by the 
Planning Commission or its designated representative. Public notice of the proposal and 
a public meeting shall be provided in the same manner as required for subdivision 
approval under Sections 106-106 and 106-107 of the St. James Parish Code of 
Ordinances. The Planning Commission shall act on the proposal under Section 86-37(f). 
Any person aggrieved by the Planning Commission's decision under Section 86-37(f) 
may appeal to the Parish Council within thirty (30) days of the Planning Commission's 
decision. For uses considered under Section 86-37(e), the Planning Commission shall 
make recommendation to approve or deny to the Parish Council, which shall consider and 
render a decision on such proposal as provided for in Section 106-107 of the St. James 
Parish Code of Ordinances.

(h) Procedure before the Planning Commission. The Planning Commission shall consider
the following factors for approval or denial of uses under Section 86-37(f):

1. Whether the impacts of the proposed use would be substantially 
different from the impacts of allowable uses for the districts. Such 
impacts may include, but are not limited to, air and water emissions, 
noise, lighting, traffic (road and rail), effect on property values, and 
neighborhood

2. 

3. 

The public benefits of the proposed use, such as job creation, expansion 
of the tax base, and enhancing the attractiveness of the parish for future 
development.

The physical and environmental impacts of the proposed use on the air, 
water, and land, with particular attention to whether the public benefits 
of the proposed use are commensurate with those impacts, and whether 
the environmental impacts may impair the ability of the parish to attract 
other beneficial development.

4. Vested property rights and other constitutional protections enjoyed by 
the proponent of the proposed use.

(i) Conditions on uses may be established by Planning Commission. Prior to
recommending or approving any use under Section 86-37(e) or (f) above, the Planning 
Commission may establish conditions on such approval which, in the reasonable 
discretion of the Planning Commission, would minimize adverse impacts and be 
beneficial to the public. Within the two-mile radius areas depicted in the "Plantations 
Schools and Churches 2Mi Buffer" map referred to in Sec. 86-37(a)(2), the Planning 
Commission shall affirmatively consider the public need for buffer zones in accordance 
with Sec. 86-370), and shall either condition its approval on the creation and 
maintenance of an appropriate buffer zone, or shall adopt a finding that such a buffer 
zone is not required. In other cases, the Planning Commission may include requirements 
for buffer zones surrounding potentially dangerous uses to protect residences, schools, 
public facilities, and other occupied areas.

(j)

(k)

Basis of buffer zones. Buffers zone requirements shall be based on the nature of the use 
for which the buffer zone is established, and shall be based on commonly recognized 
regulatory, trade group, or manufacturing and industrial standards. In establishing buffer 
zone requirements, the Planning Commission shall consider not only normal operations 
of the use but potential failure scenarios impacting public safety.

Nonconformities. A use of land existing as of the effective date of this ordinance and 
which would not constitute an Allowable Use under paragraph (c) above shall be 
considered a nonconformity. It is the intention of this ordinance to allow 
nonconformities to continue until they are voluntarily closed or removed, but not to 
encourage their survival or expansion. A nonconformity that discontinues operation or 
use for more than twelve (12) continuous months shall lose its status as a nonconformity, 
and shall thereafter be treated as a new use subject to the provisions of this ordinance.

(I) Use decisions not board of adjustment functions. No permit, approval, or decision
rendered under the Land Use Plan shall be construed as the decision of a board of
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adjustment under La. R.S. 33:4727, nor shall the Land Use Plan be construed as invoking 
the procedures under that statute.

SECTION 2. Section 18-5{k) of the St. James Parish Code of Ordinances is hereby created as a new subsection
under the Chapter 18, Buildings and Building Regulations, Article I, Administration, Section 18-5, Permits, and
shall read as follows:

Section l 8-5(k). No permit may be issued under this Chapter 18 unless the building. structure. 
system. installation. or work regulated thereby complies with the Land Use Plan enacted under 
Section 86-37. If any building. structure. system. installation. or work is excluded from the 
application of the Sate Uniform Construction Code in Part IV-A of Title 40 of the Louisiana 
Revised Statutes by virtue of R.S. 40: 1730.29 ("Regulation of construction or improvement of 
industrial facilities"), such structure, system. installation, or work shall nonetheless require a 
permit under this Chapter 18 for the purpose of determining and requiring its compliance with the 
Land Use Plan.

SECTION 3. Section 18-134 of the St. James Parish Code of Ordinances, which pertains to coastal use permits, is 
hereby amended to read as follows, with the underlined text being new language added to that section:

Sec. 18-134. CZM advisory board created; duties; membership; duties and powers of the
president.

{a) The council shall direct the office of the president to issue permits based upon criteria 
provided by this article. Should any application deviate from the prescribed criteria, the 
application will be forwarded to the CZM advisory committee for review action. The 
CZM advisory committee shall be composed of nine members. The members shall be 
appointed by the council every four years when it takes office and will serve at the 
pleasure of the council. All members shall serve a full term unless removed by a 
majority of the council present at a regularly scheduled council meeting.

{b) The CZM advisory committee shall perform the following duties. and shall carry out such 
duties in conformance with the Land Use Plan enacted under Section 86-37:

{I)

(2)

Review and comment on any rules and regulations relative to coastal 
resource management;

Review and comment on any permit applications that do not conform to 
the permit criteria provided to the office of the president; and

(3) Review and recommend to the council any modifications to this article.

{c) The office of the president shall have the following authority:

{1) To issue, deny or modify permits. No permit shall be issued unless it is 
in compliance with the Land Use Plan enacted under Section 86-37.

(2) To adopt any rules and regulations consistent with general Jaw and are 
reasonable and necessary to carry out the purposes of this article.

(3) To inspect and/or investigate conditions relating to this article.

(4) To conduct any investigation necessary to comply with the purposes of 
this article.

{d) It shall be the duty of the president to enforce this article.

SECTION 4. Section 50-39 of the St. James Parish Code of Ordinances, which pertains to compliance with the 
parish's flood damage prevention ordinance, is hereby amended to read as follows, with the underlined text being 
new language added to that section:

Sec. 50-39. Compliance.

No structure or land shall hereafter be located, altered or have its use changed without full 
compliance with the terms of this article and other applicable regulations. A permit or approval 
under this Chapter 50 shall be issued or granted only if the building or use of land subject to the 
permit or approval complies with the Land Use Plan enacted under Section 86-37.

SECTION 5. Section 106-3 of the St. James Parish Code of Ordinances, which describes the policy of the parish 
for considering subdivision and development of land, is hereby amended to read as follows, with the underlined text 
being new language added to that section:
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Sec. 106-3. Policy.

(a) It is declared to be the policy of the parish to consider the subdivision of land and the 
subsequent development of the subdivided plat as subject to the control of the council for 
the orderly, planned, efficient and economical development of the parish.

(b} Land to be subdivided shall be of such character that it can be used safely for building 
purposes without danger to health or peril from fire, flood or other menace; and land shall 
not be subdivided until available public facilities and improvements exist and proper 
provision has been made for drainage, water, sewerage and capital improvements such as 
schools, parks, recreation facilities, transportation facilities and improvements.

(c) The existing and proposed public improvements shall conform to and be properly related 
to the proposals shown in the master plan and the capital improvements program of the 
parish; and it is intended that this chapter shall supplement and facilitate the enforcement 
of the provisions and standards contained in the coastal zone management plan, sewerage 
facilities regulations and chapter 50.

(d) In exercising their respective functions under this Chapter 106, the Planning Commission 
and the Parish Counsel shall adhere to the Land Use Plan enacted under Section 86-37. 
and shall approve subdivisions only if they comply with the Land Use Plan.

SECTION 6. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall be effective immediately upon its passage, or as soon 
thereafter as allowed by law, and shall apply to any then-pending permit or approval for which a final decision has 
not been rendered by the parish.

This ordinance having been submitted to a vote, the vote thereon was as follows:

YEAS: Alvin St. Pierre, Jr., Jason Amato, Terry McCreary, Ralph Patin, Kendricks Brass, James Brazan 
and Charles Ketchens

NAYS: None

ABSTAIN: None

ABSENT: None

And, the ordinance was declared adopted on this, the 2nd day of April, 2014.

Council Chairman

Delivered 10 Parish Presidento ofo!J J diJ /I'
Approved: 0 4/ os/ Zo '"' r I

Disapproved: --------

Returned 10 Secretary on & ~;(.v (JV

Al 4'~~~
Receivedby ~
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* * * * *
CERTIFICATE

I, Angele R. Rodrigue, Secretary of the Council of the Parish of St. James, State of Louisiana, hereby 
certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a ordinance adopted by the St. James Parish Council in regular 
meeting held on the zod day of April, 2014.

Signed at Vacherie, Louisiana, this 3111 day of April.

(S EAL)

Case 2:23-cv-00987-CJB-JVM     Document 132-5     Filed 06/18/26     Page 40 of 70



D

D

s:
rJJ·-~ca
~
rJJ
Q)

Eca..,
+'
UJ c:

0

II)

c:
Cb
u
II)

'o:(

"d
Q) I

.W N
~o
0 I
"d ~
~ 0

-en
(ij ....
:;::::; Q)

c: >
Q) a: 

"C ·u; "C,, .EQ)

c a: al
CD

II 

0) 
Cl)

..J

U)
CD ~·-... -0 3:
C> E
m ~- (ijca- (.)

:;::::;
en c:

Q).... CD0 "C
0 U) ·u;·m
T""" ::::> Q)
..!.. ~ a:

i "" G)

I c E
j caz

-c: .~
..c:-
0 Q,

...., Ill
co

- Cb(/) ..c:-

(ij
·;::-I/)

"C ::l
Q) "Cx c:
~ e
(ij ::l
:;::::; -c: ::l
Q) u.

"C :::::::as·u; :;::::;
Q) c:a: Q)

....... "C

(ij (ij
·u;

·e ·e Q) Q) c:
(ij

.... a: 0::lQ) Q) 1a·;:: - C>
E E "5- c:
E E

I/) .g :;::::; Q)

::l I/)
....

0 0 "C
0

0 0 c: Ji ·x Q)

w a:

1111 I

- a. I/)
I/) "C Q)0 c:

0 ..... as0 Q)
~ -~ a; ;::
0 ~3:en u.

I I Ii~~'~ ·'I (
1~!~~
,1,~{

....
Q) 
~.s 
::l
--'

>.e
Q)

Eas.....
~

c:
0--Q,

E
::i
II)
II)

"it

If)...
Q
N
0
~......

'1
\

Case 2:23-cv-00987-CJB-JVM     Document 132-5     Filed 06/18/26     Page 41 of 70



16·;:-"'-c ::I
Q) -c
x .5
~ e CW)

a; ....
::I 0

;: - ~
c ::I 0I/) Q) u.. ~

Cl) -c ::::::: ....
..c m ....

rn ·c: ~
"iii ;:

Q) 0 Q) c
..c e 0: Q)rn e - CJ "C

0 (J) ca (!) - "iii::I a; a;0 ..c rn a; .... - 16 e Q) c..c () c Q) ca ·e ·e 0: 0 ~0 0
;: > ;: a; ::I - rn

.Q c - 0 c ;: Q. "C

D
(J) a: (J) Q) Q) :!::::: O> rn ....;: Q) Q) ·;:: m 0 Q) c: Q) Q)..c 0 m "C .... Cl) "C E E - ::I c: e Cl .... m Ern - rn 0 ~ 0 Q) ..c..c c "iii "C ..c 0 "iii E E ;:

"C
·;::

16 .5 ~ 0 ·nr UJ ::I · ;:: 0 ..c e - £ ~m m Q) - ::::> Q) 0 0 -c O> ·x Q) 0 ~ ~ :::::Ic a.. u a.. 0: m w ..!. ~ 0: () () c: ~ w 0: (J) u::: -I (!)
CD

~ II r I
"C G>

1111 I I I ,,·.~·'·'.,, .. .. c E i~;:;;,~
CD .. ca Cl ·~~ii •~

...J ...J z ~.~"It~

"'o~ e
~

,s:;
0
"C
c '-as CD
"'~-~ 8m

,s:; ·-() :i
C/J N

"'c
0·-....s
c
as-Q..

D
qt

"d .-1
Q) I
.w N
Pl 0
0 I

Ill ~ qt

z-~
0

~

Case 2:23-cv-00987-CJB-JVM     Document 132-5     Filed 06/18/26     Page 42 of 70



 

 

EXHIBIT 9 

 

 

  

Case 2:23-cv-00987-CJB-JVM     Document 132-5     Filed 06/18/26     Page 43 of 70



Case 2:23-cv-00987-CJB-JVM     Document 132-5     Filed 06/18/26     Page 44 of 70



Case 2:23-cv-00987-CJB-JVM     Document 132-5     Filed 06/18/26     Page 45 of 70



 

 

EXHIBIT 10 

 

  

Case 2:23-cv-00987-CJB-JVM     Document 132-5     Filed 06/18/26     Page 46 of 70



Case 2:23-cv-00987-CJB-JVM     Document 132-5     Filed 06/18/26     Page 47 of 70



Case 2:23-cv-00987-CJB-JVM     Document 132-5     Filed 06/18/26     Page 48 of 70



Case 2:23-cv-00987-CJB-JVM     Document 132-5     Filed 06/18/26     Page 49 of 70



 

 

EXHIBIT 11 

 

  

Case 2:23-cv-00987-CJB-JVM     Document 132-5     Filed 06/18/26     Page 50 of 70



Case 2:23-cv-00987-CJB-JVM     Document 132-5     Filed 06/18/26     Page 51 of 70



Case 2:23-cv-00987-CJB-JVM     Document 132-5     Filed 06/18/26     Page 52 of 70



 

 

EXHIBIT 12 

 

 

 

  

Case 2:23-cv-00987-CJB-JVM     Document 132-5     Filed 06/18/26     Page 53 of 70



Case 2:23-cv-00987-CJB-JVM     Document 132-5     Filed 06/18/26     Page 54 of 70



Case 2:23-cv-00987-CJB-JVM     Document 132-5     Filed 06/18/26     Page 55 of 70



Case 2:23-cv-00987-CJB-JVM     Document 132-5     Filed 06/18/26     Page 56 of 70



Case 2:23-cv-00987-CJB-JVM     Document 132-5     Filed 06/18/26     Page 57 of 70



Case 2:23-cv-00987-CJB-JVM     Document 132-5     Filed 06/18/26     Page 58 of 70



 

 

EXHIBIT 13 

 

 

 

 

  

Case 2:23-cv-00987-CJB-JVM     Document 132-5     Filed 06/18/26     Page 59 of 70



Case 2:23-cv-00987-CJB-JVM     Document 132-5     Filed 06/18/26     Page 60 of 70



Case 2:23-cv-00987-CJB-JVM     Document 132-5     Filed 06/18/26     Page 61 of 70



Case 2:23-cv-00987-CJB-JVM     Document 132-5     Filed 06/18/26     Page 62 of 70



EXHIBIT 14 

Case 2:23-cv-00987-CJB-JVM     Document 132-5     Filed 06/18/26     Page 63 of 70



 

 
 

June 11, 2026 
St. James Parish Council  
5800 Hwy. 44  
Convent, LA 70723  
 
Re: Second Legal Notice to Parish Council Regarding Proposed Ordinance to Re-Designate a 
Historic Black Community to “Industrial”  
 
To the St. James Parish Council:  
 
On behalf of Inclusive Louisiana, Mount Triumph Baptist Church, and RISE St. James, the 
undersigned counsel write to follow up on our June 1, 2026 letter. We understand that the Parish 
intends to move forward with a public hearing on June 17, 2026 on Proposed Ordinance 26-08 
redesignating a large part of Romeville into an industrial area – a brazenly unlawful Ordinance that 
would be in defiance of existing federal court rulings and necessitate our taking prompt legal action 
against you to ensure it does not get effectuated. 
 
As we noted in our earlier letter, the Ordinance is unlawful, and if allowed to pass, will be yet more 
evidence of a land use system that Inclusive Louisiana, Mount Triumph Baptist Church, and RISE 
St. James have challenged in an ongoing federal lawsuit. Inclusive Louisiana v. St. James Parish, 
No. CV 23-987, 2026 WL 352793 (E.D. La. Feb. 9, 2026). In particular, this redesignation would 
announce the Parish’s commitment to the erasure of a historic majority-Black community, and 
would imperil sites of historic, religious, and cultural significance to those communities, including 
cemeteries and historic sites built by freedpeople soon after emancipation. 
 
Hon. Judge Barbier has already ruled in the federal lawsuit that the case raises plausible claims of 
discrimination and illegality, including violations of the Thirteenth Amendment of the U.S. 
Constitution, the Fourteenth Amendment’s Equal Protection Clause and protection of bodily 
integrity, 42 U.S.C. Section 1982 which ensures non-discrimination in the use of property, the 
Religious Land Use and Institutionalized Persons Act, and the Louisiana Constitution Art. XII, Sec. 
4 which protects the right of the people to preserve, foster, and promote their respective cultural 
origins. Inclusive Louisiana v. St. James Parish, No. CV 23-987, 2026 WL 352793 (E.D. La. Feb. 
9, 2026). Based on the federal court’s rulings, the Ordinance would reflect another prime example 
of the discriminatory land use system that violates multiple legal protections.  
 
Please be advised: should the Ordinance be approved at the June 17, 2026 hearing or thereafter, we 
are prepared to seek expedited legal relief from the court in the Inclusive Louisiana litigation 
invalidating the proposed, unlawful course of action. 
 
Sincerely,  
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