
40th JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 

PARISH OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 

STATE OF LOUISIANA 

__________________________________________ 

The Descendants Project, Jocynthia Banner,  

and Joyceia Banner,      Civil Action: 77305 

Plaintiffs,         

  v.      Division C 

         

St John the Baptist Parish, et al,     

Defendants. 

_________________________________________ 

PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION FOR LEAVE TO SUPPLEMENT 

MOTION FOR TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER WITH NEW INFORMATION  

 

 NOW INTO COURT, through undersigned counsel, come Plaintiffs who respectfully 

request leave to supplement their Motion for Temporary Restraining Order with new information 

that has just come to light this morning, May 20, 2022. In furtherance thereof, Plaintiffs 

represent as follows: 

1. On Wednesday, May 18, 2022, Plaintiffs filed a Motion for Temporary Restraining 

Order to enjoin the Defendant-Intervenor Greenfield Louisiana, LLC (“Greenfield”) 

from conducting pre-construction activity on the land at issue in this litigation out of 

concern for possible burial sites of people once enslaved there. 

2. In that motion, Plaintiffs referenced an email that a former employee of Gulf South 

Research Corporation (“GSRC”), the firm hired by Greenfield to undertake the 

archaeological investigation pursuant to the National Historic Preservation Act, sent 

to the Louisiana Division of Archaeology. Motion for Temporary Restraining Order, 

¶¶ 27-30. 

3. The employee, Erin Edwards, alerted the division, which oversees such consultations, 

to the fact that the report and forms she completed “are very different from the 

current version” which was submitted to the division. She advised the division that 

the “current version of the report was written by the project manager and the client, 

playing architectural historian, and they have made eligibility determinations and 

conclusions in the report that I absolutely do not agree with.” Id. at  ¶ 29. (emphasis 

added). 



4. A new, in-depth report, published this morning, casts more light on this situation, and 

confirms that the authors of the original report also had concerns about the existence 

of unmarked burial sites.  

5. ProPublica today published the article entitled, She Warned the Grain Elevator Would 

Disrupt Sacred Black History. They Deleted Her Findings, available at 

https://www.propublica.org/article/louisiana-enslaved-grave-sites, and annexed 

hereto. 

6. The article notes that the draft report Edwards prepared with a co-author concluded 

that the grain elevator would have “an adverse effect on historic properties” and that 

they even determined the entire area should be listed as a historic district in the 

National Register of Historic Places.  

7. The article also notes that Edwards “had included a sentence that she believed was 

suggestive if not definitive about an underexamined aspect of the land: the possibility 

that it contained as-yet undiscovered graves. ‘Thus far, no enslaved cemeteries have 

been found for either Whitney or Evergreen Plantations,’ another nearby and 

unusually intact plantation… ‘despite hundreds of enslaved people being kept there 

for over 155 years.’” 

8. Edwards’ supervisor at GSRC addressed the draft report in an email to Edwards and 

the internal team, and informed the team that “They are refusing to accept it” and 

“[t]hey are willing to tear up the contract and fire us.” The supervisor wrote in the 

email that the report, “has the potential to not only cost us our contract and future 

work, but might end the overall project as well.” 

9. The article notes that in the report that GSRC ultimately filed with the state, “[t]he 

determination of the historic district, the findings about impact on Whitney and the 

community around it, and the lone sentence about unknown graves had all been 

removed” and the report “now concluded that ‘the project would not result in an 

adverse impact.’” 

10.  The article also notes that after “Edwards’ bosses changed her report, she resigned 

from her job of seven years.” 

11. The article also quotes Tom King, an expert in the field of cultural preservation, who 

formerly served as director of the federal Office of Cultural Resource Preservation 

https://www.propublica.org/article/louisiana-enslaved-grave-sites


under the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, who stated, “There is little 

incentive for companies to find anything. They’re not hired to find things. If they 

make construction impossible, they are not going to get more work.” 

12. The article, for the reasons set out above, casts more light on an issue directly 

relevant and addressed in Plaintiffs’ Motion for a Temporary Restraining Order. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs respectfully request that the Court grant their motion to 

supplement their Motion for a Temporary Restraining Order with the article annexed hereto. 

Dated: May 20, 2022      Respectfully submitted, 
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fields against their will. The draft said vermin, loud noises and ground
vibrations would likely invade the quiet space of the museum, which
draws tens of thousands of visitors each year.

For many residents of Wallace and nearby communities in St. John the
Baptist Parish, the site holds deeper meaning. They are the descendents of
people who’d once been enslaved there.

An agricultural company called Greenfield had purchased the land for $40
million in 2021 and is seeking a permit from the Army Corps of Engineers
to build a massive industrial operation that would include 54 grain silos. A
long conveyor would carry millions of tons of wheat, soy and other crops
to the facility from ships docked on the river. Gulf South Research
Corporation, where Edwards worked, was hired to help Greenfield comply
with a section of the 1966 National Historic Preservation Act that requires
development projects funded or given a permit by federal agencies to
document significant sites and come up with a plan to minimize harm.
The law gives agencies like the Corps authority to deny permits if a
proposed project cannot be reshaped to avoid harming sites with historic
significance.

The draft report by Edwards and a co-author concluded that the grain
elevator would have “an adverse effect on historic properties.” The authors
said they had determined that the entire area should be listed as a historic
district in the National Register of Historic Places, the federal
government’s roster of sites deemed worthy of preservation.

The field where the agricultural company Greenfield plans on building a grain elevator.
Akasha Rabut,
special to ProPublica

Edwards had included a sentence that she believed was suggestive if not
definitive about an underexamined aspect of the land: the possibility that
it contained as-yet undiscovered graves. “Thus far, no enslaved cemeteries
have been found for either Whitney or Evergreen Plantations,” another
nearby and unusually intact plantation where the movie “Django
Unchained” was filmed, “despite hundreds of enslaved people being kept
there for over 155 years.”

https://www.nps.gov/subjects/archeology/national-historic-preservation-act.htm
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Three months after Edwards handed in her report, in October 2021, Gulf
South filed to the state a document with the same title as the one Edwards
wrote but with some notable edits.

The determination of the historic district, the findings about the impact
on Whitney and the community around it, and the lone sentence about
unknown graves had all been removed. The report now concluded that
“the project would not result in an adverse effect.”

The report submitted by Gulf South Research Corporation.
Screenshot highlighted by ProPublica

The rewrite came after the contractor Greenfield hired to handle the
permitting process pressured Gulf South, according to emails obtained by
ProPublica. Gulf South was warned that if the firm didn’t take out
Edwards’ key finding — that the entire area was a historic district — it
would lose the contract.

“They are refusing to accept it,” Gulf South’s head of cultural resources,
Mike Renacker, wrote about Edwards’ report in an email to an internal
team. “They are willing to tear up the contract and fire us.” As written, the
report “has the potential to not only cost us our contract and future work,
but might end the overall project as well.”

Edwards was shocked. “It is unethical for a client to tell us what our
findings are,” she replied in an email. “They came to us for our expertise,
and they got a professional report that is factual.”

“Our reputation will be that we can be bought,” she added.

Renacker replied: “I’m not suggesting, nor would I ever suggest that we do
something unethical. I’m not questioning your methods or even the
recommendation. What I am doing is laying out the problem we are having
and asking for help to find a solution.”

After Edwards’ bosses changed her report, she resigned from her job of
seven years.

Gulf South wrote in response to questions from ProPublica that it “was not
required by Greenfield or anyone else for that matter to make changes that
GSRC does not support.” What Edwards submitted, the company said, was
a draft, and it’s not uncommon for drafts to change after clients review
them and offer new relevant information.

The company says it asked Edwards to provide additional evidence to
support her conclusion that the area should be considered an historic
district, but she “was unable to provide data needed to meet the
referenced listing criteria.” Edwards, who has a master’s degree in
preservation from Tulane, said that she was confident her report was
comprehensive and that the state’s historic preservation office would have
agreed, had that agency been sent the complete report.

Greenfield did not answer a number of detailed questions about the Gulf
South surveys but said that it prioritizes the protection of historic sites,


