
 

 

 

 

 

 

September 18, 2017 

 

 

Custodian of Records 

St. Charles Parish Sheriff’s Office 

P.O. Box 426 

Hahnville, LA 70057 

recordsrequest@stcharlessheriff.org  

 

Via Email and Federal Express 

 

Re:  Public Records Request 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

Under the Louisiana Public Records Act § 44:1 et seq., the undersigned are requesting copies of any 

and all public records, as defined below, relating to: 

 

1) Sheriff Greg Champagne’s trip to North Dakota in October 2016 to observe the law 

enforcement response to the protests against the Dakota Access Pipeline Project as described 

here (See Attachment 1) and on his Facebook page here (See Attachment 2).  

  

2) Any travel by St. Charles Parish Sheriff’s Office (SCSO) employees to North Dakota in 

connection with the Dakota Access Pipeline and/or protests against it. 

 

3) Communications between Sheriff Greg Champagne and/or other employees or agents of the 

SCSO and officials, employees, or agents of Energy Transfer Partners (ETP).  

 

4) Communications between Sheriff Greg Champagne and/or other employees or agents of the 

SCSO and officials, employees, or agents of Dakota Access, LLC. 

 

5) Communications between Sheriff Greg Champagne and/or other employees or agents of the 

SCSO and officials, employees or agents of TigerSwan, LLC, including but not limited to 

communications with James Reese, TigerSwan founder and chairman, and James “Spider” 

Marks, chair of the TigerSwan advisory board.  

 

6) All communications between Sheriff Greg Champagne and/or other employees or agents of 

SCSO, concerning the Dakota Access Pipeline and/or the proposed Bayou Bridge Pipeline, 

including but not limited to communications with federal, state, county, parish, city or town 

officials and/or individuals in the private sector.  
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https://www.google.com/amp/www.wwltv.com/amp/news/local-sheriff-shares-testimony-from-north-dakota-experience/346154715
https://www.facebook.com/sheriff.gregchampagne/posts/1337399006279642
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7) All communications, notes, memoranda and other documents associated with the presentation 

of the National Sheriffs Association at a hearing on the proposed Bayou Bridge Pipeline 

convened by the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality in February 2017. 

 

8) All records and communications relating to the SCSO’s implementation of the Emergency 

Management Assistance Compact (EMAC) signed by Governor John Bel Edwards on June 19, 

2016 and activities undertaken by the SCSO in pursuant to the EMAC.  

 

9) Any and all communications concerning the Phillips 66 pipeline explosion in Paradis, 

Louisiana, in February 2017. 
 

“Record(s)” as used herein includes, but is not limited to, all Records or communications preserved in 

electronic, including metadata, or written form, such as correspondences, emails, text messages, 

messages through social media accounts including Facebook and Twitter, documents, data, videotapes, 

audio tapes, faxes, files, guidance, guidelines, evaluations, instructions, analyses, memoranda, 

agreements, notes, orders, policies, procedures, legal opinions, protocols, reports, rules, talking points, 

technical manuals, technical specifications, training manuals, studies, or any other Record of any kind. 

“Communication(s)” means the transmission of information, whether facts, ideas, inquiries or 

otherwise. 

 

If there are any fees for searching or copying these records, please inform us if the cost will exceed 

$500.00. However, we hereby request a waiver of all fees in that the disclosure of the requested 

information is in the public interest and will contribute significantly to the public’s understanding of 

law enforcement response to the pipeline and opposition thereto. Moreover, as our organizations 

frequently publish material on issues of serious concern to the public, we qualify as representatives of 

the news media and this request is related to news gathering purposes. This information is not being 

sought for commercial purposes. 

 

Section 44:32(D) of the Louisiana Public Records Act requires a response within three business days. 

If access to the records we are requesting will take longer than that, please contact us with information 

about when we might expect copies or the ability to inspect the requested records.  

 

The point of contact for all information relating to this request is: 

 

Ian Head 

Center for Constitutional Rights 

666 Broadway, 7
th

 Floor 

New York, NY 10012 

Tel. (212) 614-6464 

Email: ihead@ccrjustice.org 

 

We ask that you provide the requested documents on a CD, CD-ROM or DVD, as PDF or TIF files, 

and in electronically searchable format, with emails and their attachments joined, and with emails 

showing all hidden fields and with metadata preserved.  
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Greg Champagne
about 11 months ago

I was extremely privileged in the last several days to have the opportunity to

travel to North Dakota as President of the National Sheriffs' Association to

see firsthand the protest and the response thereto to the Dakota Access

Pipeline Project near the Standing Rock Sioux Reservation about 25 miles

south of Bismarck.

I learned first that the pipeline project, which has been in the works for

several years, will traverse four states including North Dakota, South

Dakota, Iowa a... See More
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