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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

MUHAMMADI DAVLIATOV a/k/a
UMAR HAMZAYEVICH ABDULAYEV,

Petitioner, No. 15-CV-1959(RBW)

V.
BARACK OBAMA, et al,,

Respondents.

DECLARATION OF MATTHEW J. O°’HARA

Matthew J. O’Hara declares pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746 as follows:

1. I am an attorney admitted to the practice of law in the State of Illinois. I am a
partner in the law firm of Hinshaw & Culbertson LLP, based in its Chicago office.

2. Beginning in 2006, I have represented, on a pro bono basis, three men who were
detained by the United States military in its detention facility in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba,
including Muhammadi Davliatov (“Mr. Davliatov” or “Petitioner” herein), who has also been
known as Umar Hamzayevich Abdulayev and Abdullah Bo Omer Hamza Yoyej, and whom the
United States military refers to as ISN 257. I have represented Mr. Davliatov since 2007.

3. As part of my legal representation of Mr. Davliatov, I have regularly followed
news reports available in the west concerning Tajikistan. Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty
(RFE/RL) is the most prominent news source available in the west concerning Tajikistan.
RFE/RL is funded by the United States government. RFE/RL operates a website in conjunction
with its broadcast activities. RFE/RL publishes content about Tajikistan in the Tajik, Russian,
and English languages. Its Tajik language content is also known as Radio Ozodi.

4, On May 26, 2010, RFE/RL published an article on its website entitled, “The story

of the last Guantanamo Tajik.” The article included a number of photos, including a photo taken

131258628v1 0908600

UNCLASSIFIED//FOR PUBLIC RELEASE



Case 1:15-cv-01959-RBW Document 35-2 Filed 06/27/16 Page 2 of 35

e L b L o D L U D I L o e e e L s e L T e L ke e,
LN L SRLINLD L AN L LA LT LINU VDAY DIV — DL LY VIINLSLI W

of Petitioner at Guantanamo by the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) in 2009,
which he had given to me and [ had provided to a news source in the United States in 2009. A
copy of the original article is attached hereto as Exhibit 1, and a translation of the article from
Tajik into English (with some explanatory notes provided by the translator) is attached hereto as
Exhibit 2. The article reported that two elderly residents of Panj, Tajikistan claimed that
Petitioner was their son, named Muhammadi Davliatov, and not Umar Abdulayev, The article
further reported that this couple had written to the President of Tajikistan, spoken with the Tajik
Interior Ministry and local police officials in Panj, and communicated with the Embassy of
Tajikistan in the United States concerning the man they believed to be their son who was

imprisoned at Guantanamo.

5.

6. On November 19, 2013, 1 met with Ambassador Nuriddin T. Shamsov,
Ambassador of Tajikistan to the United States, at the Embassy of Tajikistan in Washington, D.C.
concerning Petitioner. Ambassador Shamsov confirmed to me that what the United States
government had informed me in January 2011 — namely that Tajikistan no longer considered
Petitioner to be a citizen of that country, Ambassador Shamsov informed me that Petitioner is no

longer a citizen of Tajikistan because under Tajik law, any Tajik who is outside the country for
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more than five years without presenting himself to a Tajik embassy or consulate abroad loses his
citizenship.

7. Ambassador Shamsov referenced what I understood to be the May 26, 2010
RFEMRL article concerning Petitioner, but did not say anything to me indicating that Tajikistan’s
denial of Petitioner’s citizenship had to do with uncertainty concerning his identity. Instead, it
was clear to me that Ambassador Shamsov knew Petitioner’s identity.

8. Three days later, on November 22, 2013, 1 received an email from Ambassador
Shamsov, forwarding a link to a new news article on RFE/RL’s website published that very day.
A copy of Ambassador Shamsov’s email to me of that date is attached hereto as Exhibit 4.
Atiached as Exhibit 5 is an article concemning Petitioner at the link contained in the email,
written in Russian. Attached as Exhibit 6 is a translation of that article into English. The article
reiterates key components of RFE/RL’s May 26, 2010 article, including that Petitioner is named
Muhammadi Davliatov, that he is from Panj, and that is where his family still resides.

9. I have reviewed the Declaration of Lee Wolosky, attached as Exhibit 1 to

Respondents’ Combined Motion to Dismiss the Petition and Opposition to Petitioner’s Motion

for Judgment and Order Granting Writ of Habeas Corpus. _

Indeed, on January 8, 2016, my

colleague Andrew Moss, who is also one of Mr. Davliatov’s attorneys. and [ spoke on the
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1. Special Envoy Wolosky’s declaration further indicates in paragraph 11 that one of

the reasons that no country_has accepted him for resettlement

is because of his longstanding “concealment of his identity.” Again, to the best of my

knowledge, this assertion is incorrect,

I am further informed and believe that the Czech Republic did not accept

Petitioner (or anyone else from Guantinamo) not because of issues related to his identity but

because of bureaucratic obstacles imposed ||| | | |} bbRN N by thc Pentagon. Indeed, on

December 29, 2015, Reuters reported:

131258628v1 0908600
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Ymap Abaynnoes é Myxammaan Jasnatos?

Radio Liberty (Tajik branch), 26.05.2010

Knccam oXMpuH TOYUKN [yaHTaHaAMO

HocHpuoHu Mawmyp3ona

BOJIMIOHW MYXAMMAQW JABNATOB, KM AP PACOHAXOM XABAPH A3 ¥ XAMYYH YMAP AGQYANOEB
BA «OXHPUH MAXEYCU TOMUK AP 3UHAOHHU TEPPOPHCTOHU IYAHTAHAMO» HOM BYP/IA MELLABA/,
A3 PAUCYYMXYPU TOYMKUCTOH XOCTAAH, IAP MHTUHONMK ¥ BA BATAH MYCOMJIAT HYHAZ,

HOYMEIMWE, KM bA YME]] TAGAWA LIV

DaTxuaaud AapnatosH 70-cona, COHAHK HOXHAM MaHy, pap cyxBaty uxTHcocH 6o paguou 03040 rygr, aap 12
CONM aXHp YBY Xamcapalw a3 axsonm Myxammagn xey naéme & xabape HagowTaang, 4ys oH UTTHACD, KM
pacoHaxo pap Gopaam Hawp kapazadg. atxnaann fasnatos sa Wamskryn Hypynnoesa, kv nanao
MEKYHaH/, BONMAO0HH «XMPHH maxbycu TONMK N3P 3MHAOHK NyaHTaHamo» Meboluada, MeryaHa, akcu
dap3adam xyapo aap py3HOMaxXon TOYMKA Nai 40 Hapaa, MyTMaMH Wyaaang, K4 Bad Ha Ymap Abaynanoes acT,
Taspe Hom Bypaa mewya, Ganku Myxammaau [aBnaTos - nMCapH HH XoHaaoH Mebowaga,

datxmanny fJasnatob: «Mo acnaH ymeg HAAOWTEM, KU NHCApH MO 3MHAa acT. AMMO HamexocTem Ba oBo3axo
aap Gopar maprd ¥ xam Goeap HyHem, OXHp a3 conn 1998 aurap ypo HagHgem, Ha xaTy Ha xabap a3 y. Xarro
MeLW YA, KM 4aHa, coA nelt 63 XoHau MO XaMCOAXD, AYCTOHW cobrKK Myxammaan meomagang bapoM
DOTeXaxOHA. AMMO MO ATOH Mabpakau 8a0ya AOUP HAKZPAEM. AMMO XaMIMH OXUPX0M COMH NyY32LTa YaHA,
Hamya, ra3eTapo 6a mo oBapaaHg, as Qywanbe, rydrang, kv 6a nucapaTt moHang, Mo axck Myxammapgnpo

WM HOXTEM, MOApaly, Xama XEWOBAHAOH WMHOXTaHA, A3 Myldu AyxTapoH BapuH Aaposally pully KOLWOHM
chéxaw Ba Byabanarvaw wrHoxTem. bavan xygampo uv xea HamewnHocam? ! bava daxmraem, k1 3MHAE acT,
nekuH Homallpo ¥Ymap Abaynnoes HasMiuTa By aaHA nap py3HOMaxo...»
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Boanponn Myxammagi meryana, 6a axTumonu Kasi, Balt 6a xoTpu xudsu 4oHu akpaboaw gap TOYMKUCTOH
xyapo Ymap Abaynnoes myappudin Kapaaacr:

«Bai rydraact, ku 30aroxu maH LLlapopa act. Xewy Tabopam aap LLlapopa Taru xok moHgaaHg, Tapcuaaact
wona. bapou oH aypyr rydTaacT, KM Nagapy Moaapallpo fam HaauxaHa, KalloKall HaaHao3aHA,. Losapg,
HameaoHas, K1 X010 Aap TOYUKUCTOH TUHYM acT...»

«Bai aroH acoc 6apoun HaomaaaH 6a TOYMKUCTOH Hagopaa, 6a Hasapu mo. Bait opomTtabuat 6ya, aap
MYCY/IMOHA CaxT bya. [loum KUTOBX0M ANHIA MexoHA. X010 MeryaHa, K1 Bait aap xaMoH l'yaHTaHamo aap
newalu 061 rapm, 061 xyHyK, KypboH, xam KUTOBXO0N MAMI, UCIOMIA MEXOHAA,..»

YAPO OXUPUH TOYUKU T'YAHTAHAMO METAPCAL?

Az lLloBanit Ymapos, MyoBMHU aBBanu capAopu Wybban KOPXou AO0XUIUU HOXUAK MaHy, NYPCOH LWyaem, K1 0é
Myxammaai [asnatos uit acoce bapou Tapc a3 603rawT 6a TOYMKUCTOH AOLWITa MeTaBOHa, Ba marap anaxu y
Aap HoxuAu MaHy napBaHAaun YuHoATME UPTUTOX, WyaaacT?

YaHobu Ymapos: «HucbaT 6a Myxammaai [aBnatos aroH NapBaHAa HecT. Ball TaHx0 aap pyixaTxou ab3om
rypyxy Mup3so 3uéeB Aap CONXOU YaHr XacT. JIeKUH ULUTUPOKUYNEHM YOHMBXOUN Aaprupu YaHr Xama ads
WyaaaHa,. Xono xama cobuk naiipaBoHU reHepas 3uéeB gap 0304# rawita UCToAaaHAa, Aap UH Macbania AroH
ran Hect. AMMO arap 3aMOHE AITOH T'YHOXM YuAAi Kapaa 6olwaay A0HaA, KM Aap MH Y0 LIOXUAOoHM BeBocuTan
ynHonaTaw 6a cap mebapaHa, aap vH 6opa Yuse rydpTa HameTaBoOHaM, AUrap HameAoHaM, KM 4apo maxbycu
OoXuMpuHU N'yaHTaHamo 6a TOYWMKUCTOH BaprawTaH Hamexoxaa,..»

«BbA 3AHYUP BUOPEOALL!»

Myxammaai gap UH cypaT Aap Tapadu yan HULwacTaacT. AKc a3 conu 1988

b0 UH By4ya, BONnAOHN Myxammagi aap Homau xya, 6a yHBOHU pancyymxypu TOYUKUCTOH XOCTOPU OH
WwypaaHa, kK1 6apou 6osrawTv ¢papsaHaaoH 6a TOYMKUCTOH Myconaat KyHaa, datxupamH [asnatos meryag,
a3 MaKOMOTH K1LBap Mexoxaa Myxammaaunpo nybopaH xam 6oluaa, 6a BaTaH 6aprapaoHaHa;:

«Mo 6a xamMH Ma3MyH HOMa HaBULITa Bygem, K UMKOHUATU MOJIN OBapAaHu NicapamoHa Hagopem. ba
MaKoOMOT rydpTem, K1 arap Haonaa, AacTy noAwpo bacta buépea. XaMoH 3aHYMpaLIpo HaKyLwoaa, Mmaybyp
6uépen. bursop xabc KyHaHa,. MaH 6a xamaall posit. Yil Kope KyHaHa, KyHaHg, ¢akaT xamuH 4o 6owaa,
O[amoH 04amM MeKyLaHA, Ay34iA MeKyHaHA, UH MUCapu MO Aap YaHr UILITUPOK HaKapaa 6olag, YMHOATKOP
Habowaga,. buraop 6uésa, To 6ybuHemarl...»

datxuaaunn Oasnatosy Lamburyn Hypynnoesamn 603HuwwacTa capdu Hasap a3 UH KU coxubu 8 dpap3aHaaHa,
X010 Aap TaHXON Aap AKe a3 AexXaxou AypaacT Hoxuau Many, 6a cap mebapaHa,. ba Kasau oHxo, Myxammaai
[laBnaToB NMcapu caBBYMM UH XOHaBoAa byaa, debnaH, TamoMun Gpap3aHAOH Aap MyXo4yupaTu Kopit aap Pycus
Ba Ka3oKuctoH bypaaHa,.

Paguou Ypynou O304, / Paanou O30a © 2007 RFE/RL. Inc. Xamau xykyK maxdys act. ba mo HaBucep;

tajikweb@rferl.org
http://www.ozodi.org/content/article/2053563.htm
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Umar Abdulloyey or Muhammadi Daviatow?

Radio Liberty (Tajik branch), 26.05.2010

The story of the last Guantanamo Tajik

Nosirjon Ma'murroda

THE PARENTS OF MUHAMMADI DAVLATOY WHO HAS BEEN REFERRED TO IN THE MASS MEDIA AS UMAR
ABDULLOYEV AND “THE LAST TAMK DETAINEE IN THE PRISON OF GUANTAMAMO TERRORISTS”, HAVE
SOUGHT HELP FROM THE PRESIDENT OF TAIIKISTAN fOR HtS RETURN TO HIS HOMELAND.

A HOPELESS SITUATION WHICH TURNED INTO HOPE

Fathiddin Davlatov, 70-years old, residant of the Manj district, 1n an exclusive interviow with Radio Liberty said
thal in the past 17 years he and his wife had no news or information about Muhammadi, aside from the
information that the media had printed on him. Fathiddin Daviate and Shamigul Nurulioeeva, who dlaim that
they are the parents of “the last Tajik detainee in the Guantanamo prison” say that they identified the photo
of thair son in the Tajik newspapers {and] are certain thal he is nol Umar Abdullayey, as he is called, but
Muhammadi Daviatov -- the son of this houschold.

Fahthlddin Davlatov: “We had lost all hope that our son would be alive. But we also did not want to believe in
the rumors regarding his death. You see, from 1998 we had not seen him nor received any letler from or
information about him. Cven a few years’ past some naighbours and former triends of Muhammadi would
corne to our hause to give their respect for the deparied. Bul we held no memaorial fur him. But lowards the
end of |ast year they brought some newspapars to us from Dushanbe, and said that [the person in there] looks
like your wiin fand] we recapnized Muhammadi’s photo, his mem and all relatives recognized i. Fram his
female-like long hair and his long beard, his black eyas and his heavyset frame, we recognized him. How couid
| not recognize my own son?! We then found thal he's alive, but they hed printed his name as Umar
Abdullayevin the papers .7
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THE ROADR TO GUANTANAMO

Police officials claim if Muharmmadi Davlatov is currently being hield at the Guantanamao prisan, he was arrested
outside of Tajikistan, somewhere in Afghanisten or Pakistan and was taken to the other side of the ocean.

Shamigu! Nurulloyeva, the 63-year old mother of Muhammadi says that it is still unclear for her as to how and
under what conditions har son had gone from his work place — the Ministry of Emergency Situations — to
Afghanistan.

Ms Shamigul: «1've seen on TV the site of the suffering taking place on that istand and my heart aches, they
had tied the hands and feed of the people and put hoads on their faces. One is frightened [by that scene].
What could be the conditien of my son ..»

UMAR ABDULLOYEY OR MUHAMMADI DAVLATOV

According to the infarmation received, Umar Abdulloyey {or Muhammadi Davlatov) after the commencing of
the anti-terror campaign in Afghanristanin 2001, was arrested in the territory of Pakistan [and] was transferred
o the Guantanamo prison. He considers himself innocent; via deception and tofture he was put in the hands
of American security agents,

But as the last Tajik detainee in Guantanamo, about a year ago he had said that he doas not want 1o he
returned to his birth place, Tajikistan.
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Muhammadi’s parents say that for sure, in order to protect his family in Tajikistan, he has called himself Umar
Abdullayev:

«He has said that his birth place is Sharora and that his family has died in Sharora under the earth. [Note to
Matt: In the 1980s, there was a huge landslide in Sharora which supposedly took the lives of tens if not
hundreds of people. Likely Ms Nuralliyeva is referring to that incidence, one which, by-the-way, Umar has not
referred to as far as we know] Maybe he’s afraid. That is why he has lied so that they would not harm his
father and mother, [and] kawokaw HaaHao3aHg [colloquial] would not get them into trouble[?] Maybe he is
not aware that now there is peace in Tajikistan ...»

«He has no basis not to come back to Tajikistan, and be with us. He was a gentle person, was a devout Muslim.
He would continuously read religious books. Now they say that in Guantanamo he has access to cold and
warm water, he reads the Quran and science books and religious books ...»

WHY IS THE LAST GUANATANAMO TAIJIK AFRIAD?

We asked Shovali Umarov, the first deputy of the interior department [Police] of Panj district as to what bases
could Muhammadi Davlatov have for being afraid of returning to Tajikistan and if a criminal case has opened
against him in the Panj district?

Mr Umarov: «There is no case against Muhammadi Davlatov. He is [however] on the list of the fighters of
Mirzo Zioyev during the war years. But all of the participants of the two sides of the war were amnestied. Now
all the former followers of Col. Zioyev are free, there is no problem on this issue. But if he has committed a
serious crime sometime and knows that there are witnesses here who know about his crime, | cannot say
anything about this, | do not know as to why the last [Tajik] Guantanamo detainee does not want to return to
Tajikistan ...»

«BRING HIM IN CHAINS!»

Despite this, in their letter to the President of Tajikistan, Muhammadi’s parents have requested that he help
them on the return of their son to Tajikistan. Fathiddin Davlatov says that he requests from the authorities of
this country to bring Muhammadi back to his homeland, even if by force:

«For this reason had we written the letter that we do not have the financial means to return our son. We told
the authorities that if he does not come back, they should tie his hands and feet and bring him. They should
not break the chain he is in now and bring him back. Let them even imprison him. | am fine with all of it.
Whatever they want to do is fine, just let him be here. People kill people, steel, this son of us did not
participate in the war, he is not a criminal. Let him come back so that | can see him ...»

Fathiddin Davlatov and Shamigul Nurulloeva, both retired, though they have eight children, they now live
alone in one of the far out villages in the Panj district. In their words, Muhammadi Davlatov was the third son
of this household, and currently all [the rest] of their children are away as migrant workers in Russia and
Kazakhstan.

Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty © 2007 RFE/RL. Inc. Xamau XyKyk maxdy3 acT. ba Mo HaBucen:

tajikweb@rferl.org
http://www.ozodi.org/content/article/2053563.html
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The article on Mr.Umar Abdullaev
nuriddin shamsov to: mohara 11/22/2013 09:56 AM

History: This message has been replied to and forwarded.

Dear Mr.Matthew O'Hara,

With regard to our conversation in my Embassy on November
19,2013,

please find below a reference to the last news on your client which
appeared recently in RFRL's website/Tajik Service on 11/22/2013:
http://www.ozodi.org/content/umar-abdulloev-still-guantanamo/25
176366.html
I look forward to our strengthening cooperation.
Best Regards,

Nuriddin Shamsov
Ambassador

UNCLASSIFIED//FOR PUBLIC RELEASE
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FAOWOA DAGAF 6o 2a0oHIon AN

Avach  Molepze  ToyMwHeon “Yexon “Henopacorai WaGakaxow nTAMoR

Nanqyarte, Ayeap 14, 2018

Ymap A6aynnoeB AroHa Toyuk gap lNyaHraHamo

Lap wuénn 164 snHaomin maxfacn ampukond MyanTadamo XaMoHe RK Waxpaaian ToyrkneTan
— ¥Ymap Xamaresnd Abaynnoes Haraxioph uewasaq.

Y2128

p MAEHR 154 3RHOOHAW MAXTacKH amMpuKo A
YAHTIHAMD XaMOHO AX LUAXPRAHAK TOYMMCTAH

3 Xamazaeuq ABAYNNGEE HUFEXAOPH MewWwaBeas.

JHU MABKYD Nap Ya3npar XaMHory KNLIBapK
IR YA 2AGT.

DIxpACTH Xaman IHHAOHNKOPO aXUPSH CUIHTUN
Accowwewtes MNpece Go Taka Ga mencbew MexTaron
Halwp kzpd. Dap wH DexpacT oMKl Xamal
SUHAGHUXOS HALLD UASSET, KW e LNaH 4ap AaXuny
maxGacans 83 fap MWEHALIOH LIAXPRAKALOHU HUMaH
AKCAPHAT — BE HaMEPPO TALIKHT MEAWKAHS,.

Tweal

Recommiand  Shars . 8 |

A3 pP WYMOPH 3UHJ0HWX0, 13D YOu [yHM

LaspeaHaoHn AdrorueToH — 17 Hadbap, Bang,
ApabtucTanw Cayai 60 12 Hadap kapop Aofana, VIHUYHA A8p SHHAOH
S-Hahapi Wwaxpeaksory MNokyoTod, Andasonp sa TyHue, 4 Hadap as
NuGus Ba CORA WAXPRAHAGHA 1¥Taph KMLLUBAP 0K MYSBNMOoHA HUIaxgopi
NMEWgaH. [lap MMEHK OHX0 AX Hadhap az Pycuq ¥aM Mefousag, ki Pasuwn
MuHraaoe nycpra Mawasag.

Hawiph thexpacTy axup Ba oH MEBHGCT. KM MaHAS 83 3UHAOHWXO TO WMPFA
nac Ra & G2 kuaapxew 2yf LeTApae Wyndada. Bane Gapre 53 GHXO,
Haaupi Yuap Aaynnoes Bo Takkua S2 Xatagu WMKEHYa Wyl aHEw fjap
ToquwicTaH AapXocT kapaaact, k1 ypo Ga xey savx 6a maranal
HabapaHg.

Pagaon Ozoqn Sopu oxup Aap Bopan BAseW 3MHAOHK MyaHTAHAMG, k1
®aH{a yam GacTa HawyAdseT, MKW anpan ryaospuil goaa Bya. Ol pakt
xabapu rypycHan LMty Gncipe a3 naxbycosn MyaHTanamo GopH awrap
Tasa4-y>pa 6a wa GoznounroXk AMpuke 4and xapa. DH BaKT Moau
HOPHMRTWA 1Y TYPYAE a2 3WHACHNAD Tadirwiun k1o KYpEoH as HonuGu
MABMYPHATH JUHLOH calGabu nacT fa IBTARO0S 32 aHH IMHADHUAD LT .

AnopatMu Babaau npesnieHT OGana 58 TSRKOIOKOH XOMUEHN XyKYRH
GawAp, 3nya xaM uaxGacy Huaowmuk Myantadame nap Kyfa Gacra
HALLYA A3CT,

YAPO YMAP BA TOYHKWCTOH EAPHAMALLIT?

MaTio Cxapa - Bakuny Myaoden Yuap AGRYNNOSR MOXW BEFYETH COIM
2609 Ga pyaHomau aMpukaun “Miami Herald” rydpta Oya, K4 HAMDAKAAraHY
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Umar Abdulloyev —Guantanamo’s Only Tajik

Among 164 detainees held at the U.S. prison in Guantanamo, there is only one Tajik national, Umar
Hamzaevich Abdulloyev.

November 22, 2013

According to the list published the Associated Press based on information obtained from a source at
the Pentagon, there is one Tajik national among 164 detainees held at the U.S. detention camp in
Guantanamo. His name is Umar Hamzaevich Abdulloyev. The prison is located on an island that
belongs to Cuba.

The list names the detainees currently held at the prison. Most of them, 88 in all, are Yemenis. Then
go the Afghans, of whom there are 17 at the prison. The Saudis round up the top three — there are 12
of them. Pakistan, Algeria, and Tunisia have five prisoners each; Libya has four. All others come
from other Muslim countries. There is also one Russian citizen, Ravil Mingazov, among the
detainees.

The most recent published version of the list indicates that, as things stand today, some of the
detainees have been extradited to their home countries. Others — like Umar Abdulloyev — have asked
not to send them home because, they claim, they will be met with torture and violence.

“Radio Ozodi” compiled its previous status report on Guantanamo detainees back in April. The
issue of significance back then was a hunger strike by some detainees, which resulted from the
prison authorities’ conduct of a search for [copies of] the Koran in the detainees’ possession.
Despite president Obama’s promise and advocacy groups’ demands, the detention camp in
Guantanamo, Cuba still has not been closed.

Why didn’t Umar return to Tajikistan?

In August 2009, Matthew O’Hara, Umar Abdulloyev’s lawyer, told U.S. newspaper “Miami Herald”
that a representative of Tajikistan’s security forces had met with Abdulloyev and proposed that he
collaborate with the country’s security services. Tajikistan’s secret agencies told him they wanted
him to start “spying” for them after he rejoins the ranks of extremists upon release from the prison.
Umar rejected the offer and has subsequently refrained from returning home. He continues to
believe that going back to his home country is dangerous, and thus remains Guantanamo’s last Tajik
detainee.

The family of the detained Tajik lives in Panj District, in the south of the country. Umar’s mother
recognized her son when she saw his picture circulating in the media. Two years ago, in an
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interview with “Radio Ozodi,” she said that his real name was Muhammadi Davlatov, not Umar
Abdulloyev. [According to her, the person who is now] Umar Abdulloyev had moved to
Afghanistan during the clashes of the 1990s and, prior to capture by U.S. forces, resided in that
country of his own volition.

Since the international counterterrorism operation in Afghanistan began and the Guantanamo prison
was set up, a total of 11 Tajik nationals have been put there. Except Umar, all other Tajik citizens
have returned home. Two of them have been sentenced to 17 years in prison. Besides Umar, other
detainees also fear the prospect of being sent home to such countries as Jordan, Tunisia, Lebanon,
and China.
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