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From: svcSMARTMFl

Sent 311712009 9"05 03 PM
To: SMART Core

SUbject GAZA SMUGGliNG INTERDICTION:
MEETING

RELEASE IN
PART
·1.4{8I,81,1.4(0)

AGREED PROGRAM OF ACTION FROM THE MARCH 13 lONDON

CONFIQENTIAl
Sensitive

MRN:

DateIDTG:

From:
Action:

E.O.:

TAGS:

Sensitivity:

Referenc,:
Subject

09 STATE 25578

Mar 18, 2009 1 180040Z MAR 09

SECSTATE WASHDC

AMEMBASSY BERUN. PRIORITY: AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN. PRIORITY:

AMEMBASSY LONDON, PRIORITY: AMEMBASSY OSLO,PRlORlTY: AMEMBASSY OTTAWA,

PRIORITY; AMEMBASSY PARIS, PRIORITY: AMEMBASSY ROME. PRIORITY :
~MBASSYTHEHAGUE.PRtORJTY

12958
eUN,MOPS, NATO, PREL,XF
senSitive
STATE 20406
GAZA SMUGGliNG INTERDICTION: AGREED PROORAM OF ACTION FROM THE
MARCH 13 lONDON MEETING

DE RUEHC #5578 0770058
ZNY CCCCC ZZH
P 180040Z MAR 09
FM SECSTATE WASHDC
TO RUEHRUAMEMBASSY BERLIN PRIORITY 0000
RUEHCP/AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN PRIORITY 0000
RUEHLOIAMEMBASSY LONDON PRIORITY 0000
RUEHNYIAMEMBASSY OSLO PRIORITY 0000
RUEHOT/AMEMBASSY OTTAWA PRIORITY 0000
RUEHFRlAMEMBASSY PARIS PRIORITY 0000
RUEHRQlAMEMBASSY ROME PRIORITY 0000
RUEHTCIAMEMBASSY THE HAGUE PRIORITY 0000
INFO RUEHBJlAMEMBASSY BEIJING PRIORITY 0000
RUEHEGIAMEMBASSY CAIRO PRIORITY 0000
RUEHMD/AMEMBASSY MADRID PRIORITY 0000
RUEHMOr'AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PRIORITY 0000
RUEHPGlAMEMBASSY PRAGUE PRIORITY 0000
RUEHTV/AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV PRIORITY 0000
RUEHJMlAMCONSUl. JERUSAlEM PRIORITY 0000
RUEHNOfUSMISS1ON USNATO PRIORITY 0000
RUEHBSlUSEU BRUSSelS PRIORITY
RHMASSlCDR USCENTCOM MACOILL AFB Ft PRIORITY

CON F IDE NT I A L STATE 025578

E.O. 12958. OECL 0311512029
TAGS: EUN, MOPS. NATO. PREL,XF
SUBJECT GAlA SMUGGliNG INTERDICTION AGREED PROGRAM OF
ACTION FROM THE MARCH 13l0NDON MEETING

REF: STATE 211406
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Oassified By: T • Stephen 0 Mull, for reason 1 4 (d)

1. (U) summary and ActIon Request RepresentabVes of Cinada,
Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, Ihe Netherlands, Norway, !he
UK, and Ihe U S reached agreement in London March 13 on a
Program of Ac1Jon on mterdlctlon of the now cfarms to
Gaza. Text is in paragraph SIX. Department greatly
appreciates posts' roles in making agreement in london
possible. Department requests action addressees take
advantage of appropriate opportunities to eJq)ress
appreciation tor host government's support for the program of
action and encourage their continued engagement as we move
forward with implementation. Into addressees may draw on
background points to brief host governments/organizations as
appropriate. End Summary and Action Request

2. (U) Objective: To encourage host governments' continued
support for the Program of Action on Gaza arms smuggling
interdiction, as agreed upon in London March 13

3 (SBU) Background Building on the February 4-5 discussions
in Copenhagen, representatIVes of nine governments (canada,
Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, the Nelhel1ands, Norway, the
UK. and !he U.s.) met in london on March 13 and reached
agreement on a Program of ActIon lor measures to help prevent
and mterdict arms smuggling 10 GIza The Program of Action
aims 10 enhance coordinatIOn of Information and intelligence
sharing, diplomatic engagement, and mmtary ancllaw
enforcement aetivitles. Text of the Proglam of Action
appea~ in paragraph 5

1A(8)
1A(D)
81

5. (SBU) Aswas the case in Copenhagen, tne UK invited both
Israel and Cairo to send obselVers. The ISl<Ie~s accepted
the inVItation, the GOE did not. Department will continue to
update the Egyptian Embassy privately of this effort We
have also bnefed the Chlflese and RUSSIan Embassies and plan
10 share COPies of the Proglam of Action vMh them as well

6. (SBU) Begin Text Program of Action:

Tl'is mltlalive consbtules a response 10 persistent concerns
over the ftow of weapons to the GIza Stnp These efforts
should be seen in the context of efbrts to support an
immediate and dUlable cease-fire, including a cessation of
an Violence such as rocket attacks against Israel and all
other Ixlstilibes directed against crvilians, and the
unimpeded prOVISIon of humanitarian assistance to GIza as
well as the sustained re-opening of crossing POints on the
basis of the 2005 Agreement on Movement and Access. The
initiallve aims to develop an effective framework for

CLASSIFICATiON: CONFIDENTIAL
SENSITIVITY: Sensitive
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international cooperation, supplementary to measures taken by
regIOnal states to prevent and interdict the iDiclI now of
arms, ammunition, and weapons components, 10 Gaza.

Participating g.overnments seek 10 enhance efforts 10 prevent
and Interdict the ilhClt lraflid\lng of aimS, ammlrition and
weapons components to Gaza and WIthin theIr Jurisdiction to
prevent the facilitation of such transfers. The Governments
confirm their commitmenl to support efforts of regional
states through aClJvitJes fantler afield The Governments
reatrirm lhallhe International community has a
responSibility 10 support prevention and interdiction efforts
and thai such efforts may involve a broad range oftool5 to
include diplomatic, military, inlelligence, and law
enforcement components These efforts btilcl upon UNSCR 1860
and the princtples and obligations pUfSUlInt to transfers of
anns or related mateoa!s estab~shed In relevant UNSCRs
including 1747. They recogmze that these efbrts include
measures lo prevent. disrupt, delay, stop, otseize ilicit
transfers of anns, ammunition and weapons components and
olter a range ofmles for members of the intern<ltional
commUtVty, lakIng mto account counter-te"orism and
non·pm~feralJon convenbons and regunes. Participabon In
thIS efbrt does not obligate states to take any specific
aebon. CooperatIVe actions may involve only some of the
participants.

PartICipating governments win support, In conformity with
intelTlilllonal and domestIC taw, and given national
capabilities. a range of adions which could include:

Shanng Information and Intelligence

- Enhance information gathering and sharing to support
effective and timely preventIOn and inteltliction measures,
while proteding the confidential character of classified
information. Such sharing would indude the broadest
pos~ble array of relevant information about points of
ongln, contents, earners and transrt routes ofsusped
shipments.

Operating within elusting or supplemental authorities and
resources

- Review and provide information on current authorities and
resources, including customary international law and other
regimes and inrtiatives; consider the potential means to
enhance them and ways to develop additional tools, including
through bilateral ship-boarding agreements and national
leglslabon. Conduct regular consultations among legal
elq:ler1s aimed at efficient implementation of those
authorities.

Coordinabng diplomatic engagement

- Coordinate iipproaches to nag. port, transit, origin and
other states as appropriate to encourage fiJll cooperation for
prevenbon and interdiction efforts, to dissuade transit
slales frtIm anowlflg their tenitory from being used to
transfer arms, ammunrtlon and weapons components and to
prevent such tr.Insfers, including through cooperation based
on bilateral agreements.

- Shara best pracbces, Induchng point ofcontac1
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InfolTTlaoon, from their engagement with flag, port tranSIt
and orign stales.

- Engage with regional partners that nave $hared interests
in preventing inicilllows of arms, ammunition and weapons
components.

Coordinating military and law entorcement ac:tivlties

- Examine whether additional national assels might
contribute 10 prevention and interdiction efforts.

- Identify assels with responsibilities in existing
missions as well as additional resources that could be made
available

- Take action, 10 the exlent thai nabonal legal
authontJes penni! and conSistent with international law, to
support interdiction el't'orts. Such efforts may include
inquiry, boarding, searclling, stopping, seizing or ether
efforts necessary to prevent transfers of arms, ammunition
and weapons components

- Encourage tranSIt stales to prevent suspected tr.lnsfers
and support such efforts as necessary

Estabishlng a reglJar mechanism to review common efforts

- Meet on a regular b.1S1S to reVIew efforts and evaluate
results. These meellngs would be open to olner govemments
prepared to support prevention and inten:hCtlOn efforts

- ProVIde appropnate POJnt(s) of contact for prtlVllntJon
and Interdiction actrvJbes.

End Text.

7 (SBUl Deadline for Responses and Points of Contact:
Department would appreciate posts' updates on host govemment
lt1inking on lt1is initiative by Apnl 10. Further information
on lt1is message can be obtained from T staff (Constantinos
Nicolaidis) or NEAlRA (Mike Adler or Adam Vaccaro),
CLINTON

Classified By:

Declassify on:

WIO Atoichment(I):

Drafted By:

C~ared By:

Approved By:
Ink!:

Dissemination Rule:

0311512029

NEAIRA:AVACCARO - 03/1712009 202-647-1552
NEAIRA:MJADlER T: CNlCOlAlDlS EURIPRA MHARDIMAN EAPICM' JHIGGlNS P
RRANGASWAMY NEAIELA. DCANEOO NEAIIPA PECCIA

TSMLU

AMEM9ASSY BEUING PRIORITY: AMEMBASSY CAlRO,PRl'ORlTY: AA1EMBASSY MADRID,

PRIORITY; AMEMBASSY ~SCOW, PRIORITY: AMEMBASSY PRAGUE.PRl'ORlTY:

AAtEMSASSY TEL AVlV,PRlORITY: AMCONSUL JERUSAlEM. PRIORITY: U~tSSlON USNATO.

PRIORITY ; USEU BRUSSELS, PRIORITY: CDR USCENTCOM MACDILl AFB FLPRJORrTY

Released Copy
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From: svcsmartmfi

Sent 12120/2010 12"15"54 PM

To: SMART Core
Subject ACTION REQUEST FOlLOW UP DEMARCHE ON THE ASIA TO GAlA AID CARAVAN

CONFIDENTIAL

RELEASE IN PART
1.4(8),81,1.4(0)

MRN:
Datl/DTG:
From:

Action:

E.O.:

TAGS:

Captions:

R.ferenee:

Subject

10 STATE 129967

Dec 20, 2010 1201705Z DEC 10

SECSTATE WASHDC

AMMAN, AMEMBASSY IAIMEDIATE : BEIRUT AMEMBASSY fAaEDtA7E :
DAMASCUS, AMEMBASSY IIttUEDIATE

13526
PREL, KPAL. KWBG. PHUM, IR, TU, SY, LE, JO, IS

SIPDlS

ANKARA 1649
NEW DELHI 1923
STATE 119883

ACTION REQUeST: FOLLOW UP DEMARCHE ON THE ASIA TO GAlA AID CARAVAN

CO NF I 0 EN TI Al STATE 129967

51PDIS

E.O, 13526 DECl: 2020/12120
TAGS' PREL, KPAl, KWBG, PHUM, IR, TV, SY, lE. JO, IS
SUBJECT: ACTION REQUEST FOllOW UP DEMARCHE ON THE ASIA TO GAZA
AID CARAVAN

REF: A) ANKARA 1649
B) NEW DELHI 1923
C) STATE 119883

Classified by: Ronald SChlicher. AlS, Acting
NEAReason(s): 14 (b), (d)

1 (U) This Isan action request. Please see paragraph 5
1.4(8)
1.4(D)
81

CLASSIFICATION: CONFIDENTIAL
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r-- 1.4(B)
1.4(D)
B1

l

4. (U) According to press reports and Asian People7s Solidarrty
for Palestine press releases, organizelS expect 100-500 activists
from 17 Arab and Asian nations to participate Organiurs,
,"duding the Tunush Humsl'lltanan Relief Foundation (IHH),
announced plans for the caravan In early October In India, Iran,
IndoneSIa, lebanon, .nd Turkey.c·~~_

6_ (U) Minimize considered-.-----
CLINTON

1.4(B)
1.4(D)
B1

CLASSiFICATION: CONFIDENTIAL
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Signature:

Classffled By:
Declassify on:

Dr3ned By:
Cleued By:

Approved By:

Inlo:

Attachments:

Action Post:
Dissemln3t1on Rule:

Q.INTON

Ronald Schlicher, AlS, ActIng NEA.

2020112120
NEA_IPA:DOUTRICH, JACK T - 12120110

NEAlFOWALlES, JACOB SEMf? (NEM-POl):KHOURY -KINCANNON, SAHAR
NEMPA:BUZBEE, JOHN R NEA:RIGGS, SUSAN J EAlElA:ABELl. J ANDREW
NEA:ROBERTS, KRISTI M DRUMLGA:JOHNSTON -GARDNER, SARAH R (DRL)
UAN:DOlAN, JOANN

NEAlFO:SCHlICHER, RONALD L

JERUSALEM, AMCONSUl ROUTINE: ANKARA, AMEMBAS$Y ROUTI/oE :

CAIRO, AMEMBASSY ROUTINE: ISLAMABAD, AMEMBASSY ROUTINE:

NEW DELHI, AMEMBASSY ROUTINE: TEL AVIV, AMEMBASSY ROUTINE

metadata.dal

Archive Copy

CONFIDENTIAL

CLASSIFICATION: CONFIOENTIAL
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ORIGIN NEA-QO

INFO LOG-OO EEB-OO AJ[}-()() ACQ-OO CIAE-QO INL-QO DODE-<lO
DOTE-t>O PERC-OO DS-OO EAP-OO DHSE-oO EUR-CO FAAE-oO
VCI-QO H-OO TEDE-oD INR-oa 10-00 lAB"()1 L-OO
MOFM-DO MOF-QO VCIE-OO NSAE.QO ISN-QO OIC-OO NIMA-OO
PM-oO G1Wl-oa P-OO ISNE-DO DOH8-00 FMPC-OO sp-oo
IRM-QO 550-00 Ss.oO T-00 NCTC-oO SCRS-oO PMB-QO
DSCC.oo PRM-QO ORL-oa CARC-OO NFAT-oO SAS-OO FA-oO
S'vVCI-oa 1001 R

006469
SOURCE: CBLEXClS.001687
DRAFTED BY: NENRA:CARVIS -- 01/23/2009 6474505
APPROVED BY: EURlFO:MRIES
NEAlRA :MADLER
P: SMULL
PM: BMllTON KURZ
ISN: AGANZER
P: CNICOLAIDIS
P: RRANGASWAMY
NEA/IPA: JPECCIA
EURlERA: JGIAUQUE
EUR/RPM: PCHISHOlM
NEAfELA SNEWHOUSE

----218B74 240234ZI38
o 2402252 JAN 09
FM SECSTATE WASHoe
TO AMEMBASSY PRAGUE IMMEDIATE
USEU BRUSSELS IMMEDIATE
USMISSION USNATO IMMEDIATE
INFO AMEMBASSY BEIRUT IMMEDIATE
AM EMBASSY BERLIN IMMEDIATE
AMEMBASSY CAIRO IMMEDIATE
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN IMMEDIATE
AM EMBASSY KUWAIT IMMEDIATE
AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE
AMEMBASSY MADRID IMMEDIATE
AMEMBASSY OSLO IMMEDIATE
AMEMBASSY PARIS IMMEDIATE
AMEMBASSY RIYADH IMMEDIATE
AMEMBASSY ROME IMMEDIATE
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV IMMEDIATE
AM EMBASSY THE HAGUE IMMEDIATE
AMCONSULJERUSALEMIMMEDIATE
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK IMMEDIATE

CON F IDE N T I ALSTATE 006469

E.O. 12958: DECL: 0112312019
TAGS; EG, IR, IS, KPAL, MARR, MOPS, PHSAQ, PREL, XG, NATO
SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR PARTICIPATION IN GAZA ARMS
INTERDICTION EFFORT

REF: STATE 4900

RELEASE IN
PART
1.4{B),Bl,1.4{D)
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Classified By: EUR PDAS Marcie Ries for reasons 1.4(b) and (d)

1.4(8)
1.4(0)
81

General Background)

2. (U) The United Slales and Israel committed to cooperative
efforts in a Memorandum of Understanding signed in Washington
on January 16. We expect that the MOU has already had a
positive impact on international efforts to achieve a
ceasefire in the Gaza conflict and will help to support
post-conflict security in the region,

1.4(8)
1.4(0)
81
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l.4(B)
l.4(D)
B1

J
Deadline/Points of Contact

16. (U) Department requests missions/post report on interest
in cooperation in both the broader effort and the proposed
wor1c:shop by January 28. Please report results 10
P Special Assistant Constantinos Nicolaidis, with copies 10
NEAlRA Michael Adler and Constance Arvis, and EUR/RPM Peter
Chisholm
CLINTON

NNNN
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE CONGRESSIONAL
CORRESPONDENCE TASKER

IPS CONTROL' 11 OO -r---,r-,ACTION BUREAU:

DATE: Iliill
IPS: I 1(
-PCONSTITUEN~ __ MEMBER A1CaJ<a~__
~IMAGE ENTIRE DOCUMENT IMAGE ONLY FIRST__PAGES

BUREAU:

RELEASE IN PART
B6

B6

:pU ACTION REQUESTED: RESPOND TO ccu 1DAYS FROM:

REPLY FOR SIGNATURE BY Richard R. Verma, ASSISTANT SECRETARY,
I l /\. LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

~ ADDRESS ENVELOPE TO DISTRICT OFFICE

DIRECT REPLY TO CONSTITUENT BY OFFICE DIRECTOR WITH COPY TO
CONGRESSIONAL OFFICE. PHONE 7·1608 WHEN COMPLETED

FYI ONlVINO RESPONSE NECESSARY

REPLY FOR SIGNATURE DIRECTLY BY BUREAU

OTHER ACTION: _

FOR GUIDANACE/INFORMATION ON FORMATIING CONGRESSIONALS SEE:
http://dipJopedi•.5tate.govlindex.php7tilfe;BureiJu of Legislative Affairs Reference Documeflts#Yellow Border

DUEDATE:. __

~'"*BUREAUSMUST MAKE TRANSFERS OF ACTION DIRECTLY WITH RECEIVING BUREAU'S FRONT
OFFICE. PLEASE NOTIFY CCU 7·1608 OF ALL TRANSFERS OF ACTION····

[
REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior
Reviewer

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. CD5943770 Date: 02/2612016
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DANIEL K. AKAKA

.."....."'~NOI':a
1~1 ~"'" $t~_'" 0>.,,-, B<,.v,,~

w..·.OC'" '[l•• DC ~IO
I.,. , ....... : (2Il1117'.(J~\

l'<I""'IA~O"'''
J'O~I'''''''''' J<"'."~"",,,

~"A'",~4"'" ,;""..., 11:0,,,,,,.,
PO_ll<>.(;Q,~

Hc..,...",.H'!l4iIISO
ll\f.: ".,~. I~l m·.J7O

llnitcd i6rotCll i6cnatr
WASHINGTON, DC 20510·1103

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL

ARMED SERVICES

BANkiNG. HOUSING AND
URBAN AFFAIRS

HOMHAfIlQ SECURITY l\~tJ

GOVERNMENTAL A<fAIRS

INDIAN "'HAIRS

VE TERANS' AFFAIRS

TO: Department of State, Attn: Legislative Affairs

FR: Office of U.S Senator Daniel K. Akaka

DA: November 12, 2010

FAX: (202) 647-1618

NUMBER OF PAGES INCLUDING THIS COVER SHEET: 6

MESSAGE: Would appreciate the status of the attached inquiry filed on
behalf of our constituent,I IThank you for your assistance.

If problems occur and you do not receive all the pages sent, please call (808) 522·8970
and ask for Our facsimile number is (808) 545-4683. Thank you.

UNLESS OTIiERW.SE IHOlCATED OR OBVIOUS FROM THE NATURE OF TliE TRANSMITTAL. THE INFORMATION CONTAlNEO IN THIS
fACSIMl1.£ MESSAGE IS PRMLEGEO AND CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION INTENDED FOR THE USE OF THE INDMDUAl OR ENTITY NAMED
ABOVE. IF THE READER OF TtlIS MESSAGE 15 NOT THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, YOU ARE HERE8Y NOTIFIED THAT ANY DISSEMINATION.
DIS'NllBt11lDN OR COPYING OF THIS COMMUNICATION IS STRICTlY PROHIBITED. IF YOU HAve RECEIVED THIS CQMMUHICATIDH 1101
ERROR, PlEASE IMMEDJATELY NOTIf'( US BY TELEPHONE.

PI1INTEClON ~ECYCU:O PAPER
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DANIEL K. AKAKA
"'WA"

"''''''''0«;10><0 .....

'"' 101"", S, Non 0. 1:1..... """"
W""""''''''''. OC :!OSlO

r'...........'" 1.02) ~7A"'lJll'

1tOHO<l.Ul OFne"
:lIO&P-.::rJoN...........

K.u,o......,,""... F(<>(."" 1loJ...,....,
P.O. 80, 50''''

1-1"""","."_ "l'9GIl5O
Tou"""",,: (BOY) .n-ll970

Mr. Richard Verma
Assistant Secretary
U.S. Department of State
Bureau ofLcgislative Affairs
2201 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20520

'lanitcd ~tIItC5 ~cnetc
WASHINGTON. DC 20S1().-1103

September 17, 20I0

ARMED Sl:f1I1ICES

BANKING. HOUSING AND
UABAN AFFAIRS

HO~'ELAND SeCURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AfFAIRS

1/IID/fIN AFfAIRS

VETERANS' AFFAIRS

Dear t-.1r. Venna:

Enclosed is a copy of a funhe.r correspondence r received fromC ).egarding her
possessions thm were confiscated during the May 2010 flotilla. 1 would very much appreciate
your additional advice on the issues raised in her leiter in order to respond to her coenems.

Please forward your response 10 my Honolulu office, P.O. Box 50144, Honolulu, HI
96850. Thank you for your attention to this mauer.

Aloha pumehana:

0J~ rc{iaka-
DANIEL K. AKAKA
U.S. Senator

Enclosme

PII1NT'ED ON !llCYCUD PAPER
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-----or~nin~~~c~n~~_~_~_~_~ ___
From: l
Sent: Saturcay, AuguSt: 21,-;W!O -9:74-PM
To: zzwebrespond99 (Akaka)
Subject: CF-MAIL

<IP>75.Z10.223.80</IP>
< R FI~>~S. </~REEIX>

<5UBJECT>Fore1gn Relatlons<!SUBJECT>
<MESSAGE8ODY>August 20, 2010

The Honorable Daniel K. Akaka
united States Senator
Honolulu. Hawaii
Office (808) 522-8970
Fax: (808) 545-4683

Dear senator Akaka:

Thank you for your July 15, 2010 request for information about my possessions
that were taken by the Israeli commandos fjom the Challenger I, one of the
ships of the Gaza flotilla and for forwarding me the July 22. 2010 letter from
u.s. Consul General Andrew parker. I received that le~~er on AUgust 16, 2010

I must take issue with parts of Mr. park?s letter.

specifically, Mr. Park said that ?The Government of Israel forwarded all
personal property of flotilla participants, except for electronic and
magnetized devices, to Turkey in early June 2010.? I spent at least 6 hours
in two days in Istanbul looking for my possessions and the possessions of the
passengers on the other five snips in the flotilla and found nothing of mine,
nor did anyone on my ship, the challenger 1.

The government of Israel did send in a car~o container tha~ arrived in
Istanbul on June 4, suitcases from the Mavl Marmara, but not from the other
five ships. On the Mavi Marmara, the commandos dumped the contents of all the
suitcases for 600 people and the bales of medical supplies and other
humanitarian cargo onto the floors and aisles looking for weapons and
contraband.

when ordered to ?repack? the suitcases so they could be sent to Istanbul, the
commandos scooped up whatever was near and crammed it into the flrst available
suitcase. To my knowledge, no one on the Mavi Marmara got back their
possessions in their suitcases, but had to rummage through the piles of
clothes and items that were taken out of the suitcases and left in the
hallways.of the medical center so others could determine if any of the items
were tnelrs.

Mr. Park also states, ? The Government of Israel has not yet determined Which,
if any, of the electronic and magnetized devices will be returned to flotilla
participants.?

Page 1
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AWRight 8-23.txt
unfortunately, ,n the nine weeks since the commandos seized our property, the
Israel, government has not inventoried or secured it. This week. Israeli
newspapers headlined ?Israeli commandos sell flotilla passengers? computers.?
(http://www.ft.com/cms/s/Oj6dbacbd6-ab94-11df-abee-00144feabdcO.html) TWo
Israeli military officers have been arrested for stealing and selling four to
six computers to other military personnel.

I request that you ask the us Embassy in Tel Aviv to demand that Israeli
government allow them to see the conditions in which millions of dollars of
electronic equipment is stored to ensure that it has been inventoried and that
it ;s secure. All of the passengers have turned into their respective
Embassies lists of equipment taken and most have provided descriptions and
serial numbers of computers and other equipment that has serial numbers.

AS we are very concerned that the Israeli government has allowed evidence on
passengers? electronic equipment to be destroyed or lost. the Center for
Constitutional Rights in New York City is acting as legal counsel for American
citizens and has requested through numerous Freedom of Information Act
filings, copies of us government requests to the Israeli government that
these items be preserved and secured.

If you could help us determine what pressure the u.S. Department of state has
placed on the Government of Israel. I would appreciate it very much.

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

< ME5SAG'E"BOl.JY>-----~

<AddressTo>General</AddressTo>

page 2
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":..' Emhassy of rhe Ull;,('d Stales uf ..tmcr!ca

'. ...;,.' 1,1:1 .. "' ': I -': ". Iv,u... • c.. _ ••. 1 I .,J •
Tel Aviv, Israel
July 21, 2010

The Honorable Daniel K. Akaka
United States Senator
Honolulu, Hawaii
Office: (808) 522-8970
Fax: (808) 545-4683

Dear Senator Akaka:

Thank you for your letter of July 15,2010 regarding the return of your
constituent" lpossessions.

L--

The U.S. Embassy in Tel Aviv has been in regular communication with the
Government of Israel concerning the confisC3ted property of American citizens
who participated in the May 20] 0 flotilla, including The
Government ofIsrael forwarded all personal property of flotilla participants,
except for electronic and magnetized devices, to Turkey in early June 2010. The
Government ofIsrael has not yet determined which, if any, of the electronic and
magnetized devices will be returned to flotilla participants. The Department of
State's Bureau of Consular Affairs has provided this information to the American
citizen flotilla participants, includingl IThe Government of Israel has
also infonned us that Turkish authorities have returned to Israel some personal
effects that had been unclaimed in Turkey and which apparently belongs to third
country nationals. The Government of Israel is anempting to determine
ownsership of these belongings and will inform foreign embassies of
developments.

The Honorable
Daniel K. Akaka,

United States Senator

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-201G-04163 Doc No. C05943770 Date: 02126/2016
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I hope this information is helpful. If] can be of further assistance please
contact me.

Sincerely,

~#--
Andrew C. Parker
Consul General
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.'

PRIVACY ACT RELEASE FORM'\J" I" ki', 8: 20
l~\~ J ", J

In accordznce to the Privacy J\ct of1974 (S USc. S52A), U.S. Senator Daniel Akaka has my
permission to make inquiries-intomy persona:! records and/or fitcs as necessary to assist
me in the matter I have presented to his offic~.

, ,
86

FILE CASE NO. [lfappJicablc]: ,.--

SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER [last TjIr di~itsl;-L_--rl
DATE OF BIRTH [MMjDDfYYYYJ: 1

SIGNATURE,j JOATE' ~T,<

PLEASE RETURN"TO: U5. SENATOR DANIEL Kl\.KAKA

300 ALA MOANA BOULEVARD, SUITE 3-106

HONOLULU, HI %850

,
t w /

86

86

86

DESCRlPTION OF REQUEST:

Please use this space to describe your issue. If more space is needed, attach
additional pages to this authorization form. Mahalo.

l

j

86
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Washingwn, D. C. 20520

Dear Ms. Lee:

CO 594 378TIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05943787 Date: 02/26/2016

LA-
United States Department of State

Thank you for your letter of October 20 regarding the U.S. citizens,
including your constituents,1 ]who were 86
on the flotilla to Gaza in May.

You requested information regarding the military action of May 31 and
subsequent measures taken by the Government of Israel and the Department of
State on behalf of U.S. citizens participating in the Free Gaza flotilla. The
Department of State monitored the flotilla's progress and was in contact with the
Government of Israel in an effort to safeguard U.S. citizens aboard the ships. The
ships participating in the Free Gaza flotilla were stopped from reaching Gaza by
the Israeli Navy on May 31. The U.S. Embassy in Tel Aviv was in constant
communication with Israeli officials as the flotilla vessels and passengers were
being escorted to port. They urgently requested access to the detained U.S.
citizens as soon as possible and were granted access on June I. We do not believe
there was undue delay in gaining access to the U.S. citizens who were 'detained.

The U.S. Embassy in Tel Aviv delivered a high level demarche on June 7
regarding the flotilla and the actions against U.S. citizens by Israeli forces.
Embassy Tel Aviv and the Department of State have requested an inquiry into the
events surrounding the boarding of the ships and the subsequent death of a U.S.
citizen. Any mistreatment that was reported to Embassy consular officers was also
raised with Israeli authorities.

We have raised on many occasions the issue of the property confiscated by
Israeli authorities. The Government ofIsrael has told us that it has no property
belonging to U.S. citizens, and claims that all such property was returned to
Turkey at the request of the Turkish government. The U.S. Consulate General in
Istanbul has been working with the Turkish authorities and flotilla members to try
and locate missing possessions among the personal property that was sent to
Turkey. We understand there are still items missing, including electronic
equipment, and the U.S. Embassy in Tel Aviv is actively pursuing the return of this
property.

REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, senior]
Reviewer

The Honorable
Barbara Lee,

House of Representatives.

)...J "ll\ I 1-... J,'Y7 c:-_ _ ....
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In reference to your correspondence to the Department of Homeland
Security, we have no information t~at would indicate that~- ~

_ --.Jcannot travel freely.

We hope this information is helpful in addressing your concerns. Please feel
free to contact Ms. Kim Richter in the Bureau of Consular Affairs, Office of
American Citizens Services and Crisis Management, at 202-647-8308 if we can be
of further assistance.

Sincerely,

Richard R. Verma
Assistant Secretary
Legislative Affairs

UNCLASSIFIED u.s. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05943787 Date: 02/26/2016
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Subject: regarding Arndt's who were on the flotilla to Gaza in May
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/1/30 //0
t6/ve'~r

DEPARTMENT OF STATE CONGRESSIONAL
CORRESPONDENCE TASKER

IPS CONTROL#H201 0 /o/)!!)=-o /3 ACTION BUREAU,

DATE:ocr 25 1010

IPS:---
___X SUBSTAN~VE _______CONSTITUENT

_X_IMAGE ENTIRE DOCUMENT

BUREAU:

_________IMAGE ONLY FIRST PAGES

BUREAU ACTION REQUESTED: RESPOND TO CCU 2DAYS FROM' _

. V REPLY FOR SIGNATURE BY Richard R. Verma, ASSISTANT SECRETARY,
---I'--LEGISlATIVE AFFAIRS

______ADDRESS ENVELOPE TO DISTRICT OFFICE

____DIRECT REPLY TO CONSTITUENT BY OFFICE DIRECTOR WITH COPY TO
CONGRESSIONAL OFFICE. PHONE 7·1508 WHEN COMPLETED

_____Fyi ONLY/NO RESPONSE NECESSARY

________ REPLy FOR SIGNATURE DIRECTLY BY BUREAU

_____OTHER ACTION, ....:.. _

FOR GUlDANACElINFORMATION ON FORMATIING CONGRESSIONALS SEE:
http://dip/opedia.state.qovlindex.phD?title-Bureau of Legislative Affairs Reference Docum ents# Yellow Border

. Due Date jabVWJ. If)/aq/IP
..··BUREAUS MUST MAKE TRANSFERS OF ACTION DIRECTLY WITH RECEIVING BUREAU'S FRONT

OFFICE. The cell has a listing of contacts. PLEASE NOTIFY eeu 7-1608 OF ALL TRANSFERS OF
ACTiON""
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FRqM: Richard R Verma b~f 2 1

Recommendation

_____ For the Secretary's
signature to the __bureau

/' Tasked to the j}[!1bureau for
signature by Richard R. Verma
Assistant Secretary

_____ Provide copy ofH signed
response

COMMENTS,
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Dear Secretary Clinto~:

I write to share my constituents concerns and seek clarification regarding the events surrounding the
civilian aid flotilla en route to Gaza. which on May 31, 2010, led to the death of 9 passengers,
including an American citizen, as well as serious and significant injuries to both convoy participants
and Israeli Defense Force (lDF) soldiers.

As you may recall. on May 2\, 210, in advance of this civilian marine convoy's voyage, I sent a
letter encouraging the State Department to use all means at its disposal to ensure the safety of
American citizens seeking to deliver humanitarian aid to Gaza. Constituents of mine from
California's 9th Congressional District, I I
participated in this convoy and have since provided my office firsthand accounts of their experience
that I believe warrant the State Department's attention.

86

My constituents continue to seek further infonnation regarding the military action that occurred
aboard this flotilla and consequent measures taken by the Israeli government with regard to the
detainment of the convoy's civilian participants, Based on the accounts of my constituents,. I
respectfully request a response from the State Department regarding the following issues:

I. My constituents have indicated that their vessel, the Sfendonh, was boarded by Israeli
Defense Forces in international waters at a distance of more than 50 miles from the southern
shore of Gaza.

Has the Slale Departmenl laken a position regarding the Israeli go ....ernment's aUlhority to
seize civilian vessels in international waters, and if such aclions are in accordance with
applicable international law?

2. My constituents have indicated that repeated requests to call their lawyers, consular officials,
and family were denied. and eventually provided in a limited fashion. In the case of 1
~his first contact with consular officials and legal representation did not occur until his 86

second day of imprisonment.

PllI..1ElJ U:lIlf.CY(t.I,1) r.\I'H

~~"
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When did the Siole Department inquire, and first receive notification from the Israeli
govemmem. about the detainment ofAmerii:an citizens/allowing the seiZllre ofthe flotilla?

When was access to the detained, by phone and in-person, provided to the Slate Departmem?

What was the cause of the Consular officials' delay in contacling and visiting American
citizens that were detained?

Based on this in/ormation, ;s il Ihe Stare Departmenl's estimation thaI the Israeli government
fulfilled its responsibilities under Ihe Vienna Convemion on Consular Relu/ions, notably
'freedom with respect to communication" as provided for under Article 36 of this
corrvention?

3. During the boarding of the Sfendonh vessel by Israeli Defense Forces.L Jindicaces
he was forcefully struck on the temple while attempting to shield an incapacitated crew
member from assault. He was laler lreated by one of the Sfendonh's passengers, a civilian
doctor. My constituents also allege that some notilla passengers may have been physically
assaulted subsequent to their detainment.

What actions. if any. has the State Department taken to investigate, determine culpability,
and take appropriate corrective actions against those responsible for the alleged abuse of
civilian flotilla participants both prior to and subsequenl to their detainment?

4. My constituents have indicated that select personal ilems confiscated during the marine
convoy's seizure were returned to individuals aboard the Mavi Marmara vessel. Despite
assurances that all possessions would be returned upon lheir departure from Israel, my
constituents report that personal property confiscated directly from their person or from the
cargo hold of tile Sfendonh vessel, has yet 10 be returned. I have attached for your reference a
document detailing these items and their estimated worth as described by my constituents.

What actiom~ ifany, hOJ·the State Department taken /0 ensure the return oj items belonging
to American ciJi.ens that were seized by the Israeli government, or alternotively to seek
restilution for lost items?

What other means oLr.ecourse is uvailable 10 provide recompense to my constiluenls,
specifically I ~andC ~jor their lost property?

S. Lastly,C~and Ihave both provided information to the Department of
Homeland Security Travel Redress Inquiry Program (TRIP) in order to address concerns that
Ihey have been placed on federal watch lists as a result of their participation in this
humanitarian aid trip. I previously sent correspondence dated July 16, 2010 to the
Department of Homeland Security regarding this maner, and in reviewing the Department's

~eQnse dated Julr 29 2010 it is m understanding that information submitted byl "\
ill be shared with the State Department for review.

Has the Slale Department received this information and has a review been undertaken? go
review has not been undertaken ro·date, please explain why not.
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I very mueh appreciate your attention to this important malter and look forward to your timely
response. If you have any Questions or need additional infonnation, please contact Scon Exner of my
staffat 202-225-2661 or by e-mail atScon.Ex:neg.mail.house.gov.

Sincerely,

~~~
BARBARA LEE
Member ofCongress
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.,

Lost Belongings: Constituents of California's 9th Congressional District
(As provided by constffuen/s)

c=- ]
A new Samsonite suitcase
A new backpack
REI safari shirts, 2 (1 new & 1 okIer)
A new REI safari hat
A new REI headlamp
Palestinian cloth carryaU bag
Assorted toiletries in a leather toiletry bag
New camera battery
Safety deposit box key; cost to drill for new key
Pair of pants
Windbreaker j~ck.et
Socks and underw-ear
Assorted papers that need to be Replaced

Total

Estimated Value
$225
$35
$120
$40
$40
$'0
$40
$30
$'50
$25
$55
$30
$30

$830

86

86

$100

Estimated Value
$175
$75
$50
$'00
$1.300
$400
$400
$300

Canon PowerShot A1100 IS camera
lG GB102 Cell phone
Petti Zlpka Plus 2 lEO Headlamp
Sleeping bag, sleeping mat, sleeping sheet
Clothing
Jewelry
Hair products. makeup
Medicine (prescriptions and food supplements)
Book: The Invention of the Jewish People (English

version) by SChlomo Sand S50
Assorted Personal Items: steel water bottle, assorted toiletries,

"Stop U.S. Military Aid to Israe{" button $50
B1ueJgreylblack (Atlantic Brand) Concept 22"

Rolling Duffel

Total $3.000

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05943787 Date: 02/26/2016



StateDept010567

CO 5 943 7 87'IED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05943787 Date: 02126/2016

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-201Q-04163 Doc No. C05943787 Date: 0212612016




