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Gaza Flotilla. Update on Swedish Participants 

(SBU) On April 18, Post delivered reftel demarche to the Swedish MFA's Department of Middle Eastern Affairs. 
The Department was unaware of which, if any, Swedish citizens would participate in the second flotilla to Gaza. Our 
internet search revealed that Dror Feiler, a Swedish -Israeli musician who was arrested in the first flotilla, will 
participate and Mehmet Kaplan, a parliamentarian arrested with Feiler, might. Kaplan twittered that "there is a lot of 
interest and the Board of "Ship to Gaza" has many (persons) to chose from."' 
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1. (U) A Spanish coalition called, "On the Way to Gaza" plans to participate in the second 
international Gaza flotilla, now postponed from a mid-May sailing to early June. The Spanish 
Group raised approximately funds to buy a small boat, but reportedly still needs to raise money 
for fuel. A group of 80 Spaniards will reportedly join the flotilla , including left-wing Euro MP Willey 
Meyer and the Initiative for Catalonia Greens Party Euro MP Raul Romeva. Spanish actor Willy 
Toledo and activists Laura Arau, Marla del Mar Fernandez and Manuel Tapia! are supposed to 
be among them. Former UNESCO Director, Federico Mayor Zaragoza, has expressed his public 
support for the initiative. 

2. (U) Spanish dallies El Mundo and El Pais report that Israeli PM Netanyahu called President 
Zapatero last on May 9, to ask him to maintain Europe ' s firmness with Hamas and to prevent the 
participation of Spaniards in the second Freedom Flotilla. FM Jimenez said in Istanbul on May 11 
that diplomacy "is more useful" than the Freedom Flotilla to lift the Israel embargo to the Gaza 
Strip. 

3. (U) The Spanish NGO "Culture, Peace, and Solidarity," a member of the above-mentioned 
coalition, has asked the GOS to take the necessary diplomatic steps to protect them. Some of 
the Spanish particip ants met with MFA officials who "warned them about the dangers of the 
operation. Many EU countries are g iving their advice following that line. There is not enough 
security to send the flotilla." On May 11 the MFA included in its travel advisory on the Palestinian 
Territories a note advising against boarding any ships participating in the ''On the Way to Gaza " 
initiative, because ofthe serious danger that participants could face. The Ministry advised that 
any humanitarian assistance should be by land, respecting authorized channels. In any event, 
FM Jimenez said that in the event ofa new Israeli attack, the obligation of her Ministry "isto 
protect Spanish citizens. " 
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The tragic M/V Mavi Mam1ara flotilla incident in May 20 10 has led to calls for a 
possible ' anniversary flotilla' that may attempt to sail directly to Gaza. We have 
expressed our concern to your government and others about this. Existing 
arrangements allow for tl1e inspection and transit of aid goods via land and should 
be utilized . 
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SUBJECT: GUIDANCE· UNSC MIDDLE EAST CONSULTATIONS, May 19 

(U) This is an action message. USUN is authorized to draw from 
elements in paragraph two for use in the May 19 closed UNSC 
consultations on the Middle East. 
(SBU) Begin Elements: 
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We are also concerned about the attempt last weekend ~ 
Moldovan -flagged vessel to directly deliver cargo by sea to Gaza. 
The recent seizure of advanced weaponry on the MN Victoria should 
remind us all that Israel has clear security interests regarding 
cargo bound for Gaza . There are existing mechanisms to deliver 
humanitarian cargo to Gaza, and there is no justification for 
attempts to sail directly to Gaza. We strongly urge all those who 
wish to deliver goods and assistance to Gaza to do so through 
existing mechanisms and avoid any provocative actions This will 
ensure that Gazans? humanitarian needs are addressed and lsrael?s 
legitimate security needs are met. We also urge all member states 
to reinforce this message with their nationals and organizations 
and to use every legal means at their disposal to discourage 
additional flotillas to Gaza. 

End Elements. 
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AKP Touts Successes 

4. (SBU) Four AKP Provincial Vice Chairmen [ 
---- ---'-~~~~~~--~ 

I They c laimed the U.S. 
was the only thing that had stopped Turkey from declaring war on Israel following the 2010 Mavi 
Marmara incident, but expressed ho~ tt:19t U.S. coo eration with Turke to combat the PKK wo.lJld 
continueL 
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__ J At the current session, we 
L..e_xp_e_ct_t_o _se_e~two- a- n~t,-lsrael efforts. First, there Will be yet 
another follow-up resolution regarding the May 2010 Gaza Flotilla 
Incident, proposed by Turkey. The U.S. is the only HRC member that 
has consistently opposed this effort, and the Turks expect us to be 
alone in voti ~st their resolution, _ _________ ~, 
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14. (Japan, South Korea, Thailand ONLY) Israel Talking Points: 

- The United States continues to work to normalize Israel's 
relationship with the Council and prevent it from continuing to be 
unfair1y singled out. This session will indude another follow-up 
resolution on the May 31 2010 Gaza Flotilla incident. The United 
States was opposed to Resolution 1411 , which handed this 
Fact-Finding Mission a Hawed mandate -something the Mission itself 
acknowledged in its September report. The U.S. has also opposed the 
past two follow-up resolutions. We urge that Human Rights Council 
not be used for actions that could disrupt the peace efforts or 
actions that could make ~ harder for Israel and Turkey to move 
beyond the recent strains in their historically strong bilateral 
relationship. 
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This session will include another follow-up 
resolution on the May 31 2010 Gaza Flotilla incident. The United 
States was opposed to Resolution 1411, which handed this 
Fact-Finding Mission a flawed mandate -something the Mission itself 
acknowledged in its September report. The U.S. has also opposed the 
past two follow-up resolutions. We urge that Human Rights Council 
not be used for actions that could disrupt the peace efforts or 
actions that could make it harder for Israel and Turkey to move 
beyond the recent strains in their historically strong bilateral 
relationship. 
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