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EU RESPONSE: THE FREE GAZA "ANNIVERSARY FLOTILLA" 

l. (SBU) Poloff delivered rcfiel demarche to the Co-Desk for Palestine in the European External Action Senicc. 
Our contact said Uiat the EU was aware of media reports on a possible notilla attempt in Ma) and !tad also 
received information from the [sraeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The EU is concerned about Lhe Ootilla allcmpt 
and noted that land crossings should be used (consistent with the Quartet ·s June 2010 statement). The EEAS 
contact noted that there has been no public announcement to date, but Um! U1e High Representative is aware of the 
issue. 

2. (SBU) Wl1ilc the EEAS had no further information about any possible European Union participation in the 
llotilla, 'w-e have heard that some Members of the European Parliament may be planning to participate. We have 
no further information al Ulis time aboul which MEPs may be considering joining the flotilla. but ,,-;11 continue to 
folio,, up ,,1th contacts. 
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SUBJECT: Guidance: UNSC Open Debate on the Middle East - April 21 , 
2011 

1 (SBU) This is an action request USUN is authorized to draw 
from elements in paragraph two for use in the April 21 UNSC open 
debate on the Middle East and in replying to media queries. 

2. (U) Begin elements: 

- Thank you, Mr. President, and thank you, Under Secretary-General 
Pascoe, for your briefing today. 
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- In this regard, we are deeply concerned about reports that a 
number of groups are organizing another flotilla that will attempt 
to sail to Gaza, ostensibly to deliver humanitarian assistance 
Recent seizures of advanced weaponry bound for terrorist groups 
highlight the continuing problem of arms smuggling and underscore 
that Israel has clear security interests with respect to cargo 
bound for Gaza. There are existing mechanisms to deliver goods to 
Gaza, and therefore no justification for attempts to sail directly 
to Gaza. We therefore strongly encourage all those who wish to 
deliver goods and assistance to Gaza to do so through existing 
mechanisms and to avoid provocative actions. This will ensure that 
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the Palestinians' humanitarian needs are addressed and that 
Israel's leg1t1mate security needs are met. We also call on all 
member states to reinforce this message with their nationals and 
organizations and use available legal means at their disposal to 
discourage additional flotillas to Gaza 
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- Thank you, Mr. President. 

End elements. 
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Turkey's Human Rights Report 

6. (U) Our Human Rights Report on Turkey this year highlighted several positive steps taken by the GOT: 

O Supporting Jewish Turkish citizens after the IHH flotilla incident (see paras. 10-1 1) to emphasize 
that they are distinct from Israeli citizens and should not be harmed, and dispatching additional 

..£.Olice protection for them; _____ _ 
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_ l 
The IHH Flotilla 

10. (U) On May 31 , 2010, a flotilla of ships - organized by a Turkish NGO, the Humanitarian Relief 
Foundation, or IHH - departed from Turkey with the goal of breaking Israel's blockade of Gaza. Israeli 
Defense Forces commandos boarded one ship , the Mavi Marmara. Its passengers attacked the Israeli 
commandos, who responded with deadly force, killing eight Turkish citizens and one American citizen. 
The Incident Jed to a virtual rupture in Turkey -Israel relations. 

11. (U) The GOI has declared that Israel's blockade of Gaza and actions against the Mavi Marmara 
are illegal under international law, and have publically demanded that Israel apologize and pay 
compensation to the families of the victims. The GOT maintains it could not legally prohibit Turkish ships 
and civilians from participating in the flotilla. Turkey and Israel have submitted contradictory 
investigation reports on the flotilla incident to a special UN panel created to examine the issue and 

determine how Turkish-Israeli relations could be repaired. The panel Is scheduled to issue the results of 
its deliberations soon. 
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rt;,~""'" ,oo,,,a., re~1~,,~ "'"'"" •~,,. '""""J resolutions addressing settlements, self-determination, follow-up 
on the Goldstone report, and the Gaza Flotilla incident. We 
opposed all six resolutions, and remained isolated, casting the 
only ?no? vote on five The U K. and Slovakia joined us in voting 
?no? on lhe resolution related to the Goldstone report. 
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L ____ Though the Mavi Marmara dispute remains unresolved, with Turkey's demand for an 

apology from the Gol for its May 31 interdiction of the Turkish-owned ship still unanswered, the Israeli embassy 
has detected no inclination by the Ruling Justice and Development Party (AKP) or the major opposition parties to 
resort to lsrael-bashi~g for the sake of a few points bou~ lh'-P9_11s. I ~ 
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Update on Amcit Cases: CONS TLV Meets with MFA 

,J..J.SB.ll) The Consul General and ACS Chief met with ~ 
I J his assistant! 1 and r-- ·---=-- for a follow-up meeting on May 3, 2011 

regarding a range of ongoing ACS cases. END SUMMARY. 
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FLOTILLA UPDATES 
6. (SBU) Furkan Dogan: Post delivered a dipnote on April 27, 2011 regarding the missing personal effects of 
American citizen Furkan Dogan, who was killed on the Mavi Marmara vessel during the May 2010 Gaza flotilla. 

NR 

The dipnote included a list of 7 items belonging to the deceased that were not received by the next of kin,~ B6 
[ ~ MFA confirmed the Note has been forwarded to the Ministry of Defense for further information. 

7. (SBU) Property: According to the MFA, the catalogue received by Post contains only the property taken from 
the Mavi Marmara. Some of that property was handed over to the IDF and the rest to the Turkish Embassy. 
Post requested that the MFA determine if there are any items still in the possession of the IDF, and if so, when 
they will be released and to whom. MFA reps stated that the GOI sent three air shipping containers filled with 
personal property (but not electronics) to Turkey after the May 2010 flotilla. Two months ago, the GOT returned 
one shipping container filled with approximately 200 suitcases to Israel. MFA reps described the GOT's actions 
as "very bizarre " and requested that Post send a message to the GOT via Embassy Ankara asking why these 
items were returned. Additionally, the GOI removed non-personal items from the flotilla ships and is storing 
these items, which fill at least part of seven shipping containers which are stored at the Kishon building at the 
Ashdod Port, under IDF purview. MFA reps stated that the GOI is_stumped on what to do wi!!l..the confiscati&_ 
ships and property in the shipping containers. ! l NR I ---- -- l 
8. (U) Future Flotillas: MFA had no updates on upcoming possible flotillas. MFA reps suggested the USG put 
out a travel alert requesting Amcits not participate in future flotillas. 

11. (U) Post's meeting with MFA reps was insightful and productive. Post will continue to follow up on these 
cases. 
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