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E.O.13526: N/A
TAGS: PHUM, PGOV, OPRC, KIRF, KPAO, LO
SUBJECT: Slovak Views of Gaza Flotilla Incident

REF: 10 STATE 72296

: (U) Post discussed refiel request for reporting on any
potential Gaza flotilla-related rise in Anti-Semitism with the

Rabbi of Bratislava, Baruch Myers, the Spokesman of the Union of
Jewish Communities in Slovakia, Jaro Franek, and the head of the
Bratislava Jewish community, Peter Sainer. According to Myers, he
has not witnessed or received any information about any
anti-Semitic attacks as a result of the flotilla incident. Franek
agreed that there have been no anti-Semitic demonstrations in
Slovakia of late, but noted that there has been an increase in
anti-Semitic rhetoric and hate speech on extiremist websites, and
that the number of such websites is growing. Franek also noted
that virtually all of the online articles published about the Gaza
flotilla incident were followed by online discussions in which many
individual commentators from the public expressed anti-Semitic and
anti-Israel views. Salner said that Slovak politicians were

neutral in any comments about the incident. Salner added that
while the former government (which left office in July 2010) led by
Prime Minister Robert Fico included nationalist politicians, it was
relatively pro-Israel and did not encourage anti-Semitism.
PATTERSON
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E.O. 13526: DECL: 2036/10/07

TAGS: PREL, PGOV, ECON, GR, TU, LY

SUBJECT: The Ambassador's Meeting with Foreign Minister Lambrinidis -
October 7

CLASSIFIED BY: Daniel B. Smith, Ambassador; REASON: 1.4(B), (D)
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The

'Ambassador thanked the Greek government for its support of T
Operation Unified Protector and for its efforis to thwart a second
Gaza flotilla crisis. | |

| N | End
Summary.

Greece's Economic Crisis

Libya

Turkey/Cyprus
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Ambassador thanked the Greek FM for Greece's role in averting a
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E.C. 13526: N/A
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SUBJECT: Calis for "parameters" and "prescriptive action” at the
December Middle East Council consultations

1. (SBU) Summary: |
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Gaza

7. (SBU) Mexico expressed concemn that the situation in and around
Gaza has returned to its status prior to the conflict of December
2008-January 2010, with resumed rocket fire and daily decline in
the humanitarian situation. The Austrian PermRep called for the
Council to move beyond methodically counting the number of trucks
entering Gaza to a comprehensive change which also includes the
cessation of indiscriminate attacks against civilians. The Turkish
PermRep said that the Council has failed Gaza. He said that Turkey
is still awaiting submission of the Israel report to the
Secretary-General's panel of inquiry on the Gaza flotilla incident,

a case where "international law was violated." The UK PermRep
called for a durable solution to Gaza that empowers Gaza's business
community and for revitalized legitimate trade and economic

activity in Gaza. The UK and France condemned rocket fire from
Gaza and pressed for the immediate release of Gilad Shalit. Russia
said that progress in opening Gaza's crossings has not been
sufficient, but also called for the cessation of rocket fire

against Israel. Gabon said that Palestinians have the "right” to
import construction material for civilian use, and echoed calls for
Shalit's release. China called for the complete lifting of the

Gaza blockade. Lebanon accused Israel of using the ongoing Gaza
blockade as a pretext for punishing the people of Gaza. Bosnia
called for an immediate, sustained, and unconditional opening of

the Gaza crossings as outline in UNSCR 1860.

Palestinian State building and recognition

C05698007IED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05698007 Date: 03/03/2015

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05628007 Date: 03/03/2015

StateDept006226

NR

NR



CO056980071ED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05698007 Date: 03/03/2015

0\0

4

Q’”o’e

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05688007 Date: 03/03/2015

StateDept006227

NR



C05698007IED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05698007 Date: 03/03/2015

“Rice

NNNN

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Depariment of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05698007 Date: 03/03/2015

StateDept006228

NR



C05698(0121ED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05698012 Date: 03/03/2015

RELEASED IN FULL lﬁl()NRESPONSWE PORTIONS
REDACTED

ACTION EEB-00

INFO LOG-00 COR-00 MFA-00 VCI-00 AID-00 CIAE-00 CTME-00
DODE-00 DS-00 EXME-00 AVC-00 EUR-00 E-00 UTED-00
FRB-00 TEDE-00 INR-00 |0-00 VCIE-00 NSAE-00 ISN-00
OES-00 OIC-00 OIG-00 OMB-00 ISNE-00 SP-00 SSO0-00
STR-00 TRSE-00 BBG-00 I[IP-00 DSCC-00 G-00 CARC-00
SAS-00 FA-00 /o00W

emmmmmn————— 4F33B6 2313527 /40

R 151303Z MAR 11

FM AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2531

INFO ARAB ISRAELI COLLECTIVE

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL WASHINGTCN DC

UNCLAS TEL AVIV 000317

SENSITIVE
CORRECTED COPY-ADDING SENSITIVE CAPTION

E.O. 13526: N/A

TAGS: ECON, EAID, KWBG, IS

SUBJECT: MFA and COGAT Brief on 2010 WB/GAZA Civil Policy Results

REF: A) 11 TEL AVIV 218 AND PREVIOUS; B) 11 JERUSALEM 125 AND PREVIOUS;

1. (SBU) Summary: On March 10, Deputy Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon
and Coordinator for Government Activity in the Territories (COGAT) MG
Eitan Dangot briefed the diplomatic corps on the results of changes

[ - - _T_E'ndi o
SR -

2. (SBU) A March 10 briefing by MFA and COGAT to the Tel Aviv
diplomatic corps highlighted the positive impact on the economies of

the West Bank and Gaza of policy changes undertaken between mid-2008
and the end of 2010. Deputy Foreign Minister Danny Avalon stressed

the effort to address
humanitarian concemns in Gaza. On the latter point, he stressed the
complete lack of utility of fiotillas and other actions that he
characterized as provocative and counterproductive. He urged the
assembled diplomatic representatives to make a strong case to their
respective capitals that such actions be actively discouraged.
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E.O. 13526: N/A

TAGS: PREL, PHUM, UN, SY, BO, IS

SUBJECT: Demarche Request Key USG Priorities for the June 2011
HRC Session

REF: A) 11 STATE 25113
B) 11 STATE 52103
C) 11 STATE 52104

1. This is an action request. See paragraph 8.
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7. Israel Background: Once again, the HRC is placing a large and
disproportionate emphasis on Israel-related issues. We oppose the
continued biased attention towards Israel at the HRC, including the
standing agenda item on Israel. There is no other UN Member
subjected to this separate treatment. At the current session, we
expect to see two anti-Israel efforis. Firsi, there will be yet

another follow-up resolution regarding the May 2010 Gaza Flotilla
incident, proposed by Turkey. The U.S. is the only HRC member that
has consistently opposed this effort, and the Turks expect us to be
alone in voting against their resolution. |
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14. (Angola, Zambia, Gabon, Uganda, Mauritius ONLY) Israel Talking
Points:

-- The United States continues to work to normalize Israel's
relationship with the Council and prevent it from continuing to be
unfairly singled out. This session will include another follow-up
resolution on the May 31 2010 Gaza Flotilla incident. The United
States was opposed to Resolution 14/1, which handed this
Fact-Finding Mission a flawed mandate-something the Mission itself
acknowledged in its September report. The U.S. has also opposed the
past two follow-up resolutions. We urge that Human Rights Council
not be used for actions that could disrupt the peace efforts or
actions that could make it harder for Israel and Turkey to move
beyond the recent strains in their historically strong bilateral
relationship.

CLINTON
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E.O. 13526: N/A
TAGS: PREL, PGOV, UNSC, KPAL, IS, SY, LE
SUBJECT: GUIDANCE: UNSC MIDDLE EAST CONSULTATIONS, June 23

(U) This is an action message. USUN is authorized to draw from
elements in paragraph two for use in the June 23 closed UNSC
consultations on the Middle East.
(SBU) Begin Elements:
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ships that may attempt to sail directly to Gaza. Recent seizures

of smuggled advanced weaponry reminded us all that Israel continues
to have clear and legitimate security concemns regarding cargo

bound for Gaza. We applaud those who have used the existing
mechanisms to deliver humanitarian cargo to Gaza to support UN-led
reconstruction efforts. We strongly urge all those who wish to

deliver humanitarian goods and assistance to Gaza to use these
established and secure mechanisms to do so -and to avoid
unnecessary and counterproductive provocative actions. This will
help ensure that Gazans' humanitarian needs are addressed and
Israel's legitimate security needs are met. We also urge all

member states 1o reinforce this message with their nationals and
nongovernmental organizations-and to use every legal means at their
disposal to discourage additional flofillas to Gaza.

]

End Elements.
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| Turkey sponsored the only Israel-related
resolution, a follow-up resolution on the Gaza Flotilla incident on
which we were the only no vote. The resolution’s text, which was
improved by moderating negotiations led by the Palestinians and the
EU, now calis on the High Commissioner to submit a concluding
report next June.

Media Outreach/Coverage

. Comment: ‘

Human Rights Council Session 17 - Vote Summaries
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17. (SBU) Only 46 States Voted Due to Suspension of Libyan Membership
rights in the Council.

L.1 - Follow up to the report of the independent international
fact-finding mission on the humanitarian flotilla: Passed by vote:
368Y - 1N (U.S.) - BA. U. S. voted no and delivered an EQV.

Tabler: Pakistan (OIC) and Palestine (Arab Group)

Yes: Angola, Argentina, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Brazil, Burkina Faso,
Chile, China, Cuba, Djibouti, Ecuador, France, Ghana, Guatemala,
Japan, Jordan, Kyrgyzstan, Malaysia, Maldives, Mauritania,
Mauritius, Mexico, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Qatar, Russia, Saudi
Arabia, Senegal, Spain, Switzerland, Thailand, Uganda, UK, Uruguay
No: U.S.

Abstain: Cameroon, Hungary, Poland, Moldova, ROK, Slovakia,
Ukraine, Zambia

Absent: Gabon
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RELEASED IN FULL

From: svcsmartmfi

Sent:  5/18/2010 8:00:02 AM

To: SMART Care

Subject: ISRAEL MEDIA REACTION

MRN:
Date/DTG:
From:
Action:

EO:
TAGS:
Captions:
Pass Line:

Subject:

UNCLAS TEL AVIV 001125

STATE FOR NEA, NEAIPA, NEA/PPD

10 TEL AVIV 1125
May 18, 2010 /1811502 MAY 10
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV

HQ USAF WASHINGTON DCPrRiORITY , DA WASHDC PRIORITY | CNO WASHINGTON DC
PRICRITY , DIA WASHINGTON DCPrRIORITY ; JOINT STAFF WASHDC PrICRITY |

ABU DHABI, AMEMBASSY FrIORITY : ALGIERS, AMEMBASSY PRIORITY |

AMMAN, AMEMBASSY PRICRITY | ANKARA, AMEMBASSY PRIORITY |,

BEIRUT, AMEMBASSY rrioRITY . CAIRO, AMEMBASSY PrRIORITY |

DAMASCUS, AMEMBASSY PrIORITY ; LONDON, AMEMBASSY PRIORITY |

PARIS, AMEMBASSY PRICRITY . RABAT, AMEMBASSY PrRiORITY . ROME, AMEMBASSY
PRICRITY , RIYADH, AMEMBASSY PRIORITY ; TUNIS, AMEMBASSY PRICRITY |

USUN NEW YORK, USMISSICN prioRrITY ;, JEDDAH, AMCONSUL PrioRITY |
JERUSALEM, AMCONSUL priorITY ; CDR USCENTCOM MACDILL AFB FLPrRIORITY |
COMSQCEUR VAIHINGEN GEPRICRITY ; COMSIXTHFLT PRIORITY | WASHDC, SECSTATE
PRICRITY ; WHITE HOUSE WASHDC PriorITY , WHITE HOUSE NSC WASHDC PrRIORITY |
CIA WASHDC PRICRITY | WASHDC, SECDEF PRIORITY

12958

OPRC, KMDR, I8

SIPDIS

STATE FOR NEA, NEAJ/IPA, NEA/PPD

WHITE HOUSE FOR PRESS OFFICE, SIT ROOM
NSC FOR NEA STAFF

SECDEF WASHDC FOR USDP/ASD -PAJASD -|SA
HQ USAF FOR XOXX

DA WASHDC FOR SABA

JOINT STAFF WASHDC FOR PA

CDR USCENTCOM MACDILL AFB FL FOR POLAD/USIA ADVISOR
COMSOCEUR VAIHINGEN GE FOR PAQ/POLAD
COMSIXTHFLT FOR 019

JERUSALEM ALSO [CD

LONDON ALSO FOR HKANONA AND POL
PARIS ALSC FOR POL

ROME FOR MFO

ISRAEL MEDIA REACTION

REVIEW AUTHORITY: Charles Daris,
Senior Reviewer

WHITE HOUSE FOR PRESS OFFICE, SIT ROCOM
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NSC FOR NEA STAFF

SECDEF WASHDC FOR USDP/ASD -PA/ASD-ISA

HQ USAF FOR XOXX

DA WASHDC FOR SASA

JOINT STAFF WASHDC FOR PA

CDR USCENTCOM MACDILL AFB FL FOR POLAD/USIA ADVISOR
COMSOCEUR VAIHINGEN GE FOR PAG/POLAD

COMSIXTHFLT FOR 019

JERUSALEM ALSO ICD

LONDON ALSO FOR HKANCNA AND PCL
PARIS ALSO FOR POL

ROME FOR MFO

SIPDIS
E.C. 12958: N/A
TAGS: OPRC, KMDR, 1S

SUBJECT: ISRAEL MEDIA REACTION

SUBJECTS COVERED IN THIS REPORT:

1. Mideast

Key stories in the media:

All Hebrew Janguage newspapers this morning reported that the
uranium enrichment deal signed between Iran, Turkey, and Brazil has
caused concern inJerusalem. The media is reporting that Prime
Minister Netanyahu has scheduled anemergency meeting of the "Forum
of Seven" ministers to discuss the lsraeli response to the

agreement. The cabinet ministers have been instructed not to comment
on the agreement for the time being, but Industry, Trade and Labor
Minister Binyamin Ben-Eliezer warned that "we must look carefully at
Iran's actions. We have already seen how Ahmadinejad can fool the
world" Israeli officials are worried that this agreement is yet

another tactic by lran in an effort to postpone the threat of

international sanctions against it. Another concemn raised in

today's reports relates to Israel's ties with Turkey: Israeli

officials szid that the Turkish rapprochement with Iran could harm
Israeli-Turkish relations and added that advanced technologies given
to Turkey by lsrael were liable to leak into the hands of the

Iranians.

Yediot this moming pointed out that Israel has decided to restrain
itself and monitor the developments inlran, dting Defense Minister
Ehud Barak as favoring the idea of promoting an arrangement with the
Palestinians and the Syrans, so as to help the Americans reach
understandings with moderate Arab states on countering the Iranian
buildup. Yedioth also criticized the conduct of the U.S., saying

that lsrael, which is not a world power, does not have the luxury of
playing the fool and will end up facing the threat of iranian

military nuclear capability alone. The Americans, Fishman writes,
are worried that Israel could take unilateral action and will "do
everything possible to keep lsrael from waming up the engines.”

Maariv this moming reported that the Foreign Ministry has notified
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foreign ambassadors that Israel will not permit a planned flotilla
headed for the Gaza Strip to enter the Gaza terntorial waters.
Foreign Ministry officials said that this was a provocation and a
vialation of Israeli law, and added that humanitarian aid could be
transferred through the Coordinator of Government Activities in the
Territories (COGAT). The fiotilla is scheduled to leave Cyprus on
May 25 and reach Gaza two days later.

1. Mideast:

Block Quotes:

1. "Declaring war onthe intellect”

The independent, left-leaning Ha'aretz editorialized (5/18): "By
stopping the illustrious American scholar Prof. Noam Chomsky at the
Allenby Bridge ... the government's outrageous treatment of those
with the audacity to criticize its policies has reached new heights.
lsrael looks like a bully who has been insulted by a superior

intellect and is now trying to fight it, amest it and expel it.

Chomsky isa controversial and bold intellectual.... His political
writings and speeches ... have made him unpopular both inside and
outside the United States. In many articles, petitions and open
letters, he has been sharply critical of Israel's actions and

policies. Israel ... has lost its last remnants of tolerance for

anyone who does not join its shrinking chorus of supporters. One
does not have to be an ardent supporter of Chomsky in order to agree
with his view that Israel is behaving like South Affica inthe
1960s....Interior Minister Eli Yishai and Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu should apologize to Chomsky and make sure that he is
allowed to move freely around Israel and throughout the West Bank,
including Bir Zeit University. It is not yet too late to repair some

of the damage caused by this harmful folly."

Il "A country with no bosses; What we don't do ourselves, our foes
will force from us”

Senior columnist and longtime peace advocate Yoel Marcus wrote in
the independent, left-leaning Ha'aretz (5/18): "Minister Benjamin
Ben-Eliezer ... returned last week from a short visit to Europe. And

... he discovered there ... that Israel is in the worst situation it

has ever been in. ... It's time to carry out Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu's public commitment to two states for two peoples. The
problem isthat Israel is a country with no boss. The cabinet is
divided into three parts - the silent onss, the ones who escalate
tension, and the Bibi-Barak duo. The Defense Ministry has to some
extent also become the Foreign Ministry. On his last trip to
Washington, (Ehud) Barak and (President) Obama got together for a
40-minute unscheduled tete-a-tete. In (Barak's) opinion, the
government must come up with its own peace plan. He said Israel must
tum over every stone inits struggle to achieve peace. Ina cabinet
(with Kadima), Barak would not be defense minister unless he
received a “golden share" from Netanyahu and Kadima. But either way,
if Barak wants to be the nation's leader, being Bibi's right-hand

man isn't enough. He must convince Netanyahu that the nation's fate
is in both their hands. Whatever these two leaders don't accomplish
hand in hand, America, Europe and all the foes we have managed to
accumulate will force usto do via animposed arrangement.”
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2. Iran:

Block Quotes:

|. "Persian Bazaar"

Senior diplomatic correspondent Shimon Shiffer wiote in the
mass-circulaticn, pluraiist Yediot Aharonot (5/18); “Israel is
expected to follow the game of the big boys, maintain a clenched
jaw, and mainly-for the time being-restrain itself.... The wheeling

and dealing that Ahmadinejad is conducting with the Americans, and
the "Persian bazaar" method with Brazil and Turkey, will compel
Obama to take military action against Iran's nuclear facilities. In
opposition to this, however, other voices also arise. They accept

the fact that in the foreseeable future crippling sanctions will
apparently not be imposed on Iran.... Inclosed rooms, they say,
Cbama has already accepted a nuclear Iran. Defense Minister Ehud
Barak believes that the solution lies in overwhelming responsiveness
to the American requests, and presenting a foreign policy plan that
will resolve the clash with the Palestinians. He proposes two

states, with Israel returning to the 1967 borders with border
revisions, and at the same time, striving o reach an agreement with
the Syrians. In his view, this will make it possible to reach the

goal: promoting the regional arrangement will heip the Americans
reach understandings with moderate Arab states, whose status and
security are threatened by a strong lran."

1. "Mockery ofthe Sanctions”

Military comrespondent Alex Fishman wrote in the mass-circulation,
pluralist Yediot Aharonot (5/18); "The Americans are willing to play
the part of the world idiot versus the lranians, but worse than

that: they expect Israel to join their dance of fools aswell. So
perhaps the Americans can afford to make fools of themselves, after
all, they are an empire. We, however, cannot. Iran took another step
yesterday in the direction of obtaining military nuclear weapons -the
world is getting accustomed to the idea, and the Americans are
accepting it, while we-and the entire Middle East-are left alone
facing this threat. We are looking at a classic story of deception.

So Brazil's President Lula very much wants to save the world, and
the Iranians, have decided to recycle at his expense the solution
that they already rejected inthe past. ... The Iranians have also
invited Prime Minister Erdogan-to enjoy the fruits of the success. A
year ago, the Americans pushed him out of the job of mediating with
Iran, and now Ahmadinejad is bringing him back through the front
door. Another slap inthe face for the Americans. Ifuntil now the
Obama administration has succeeded in mobilizing a coalition for
lukewamm sanctions against Iran, it will now have to work much
harder. lsrzel made a decision ... to wait and see what the
Americans are saying and deing. Israel has to get accustomed to the
idea that the US administration ... has come to terms with the

Iranian nuclear program. What worries [the US] more is a unilateral
Israeli initiative. ... Therefore, they will do everything possible

to keep Israel from warming up the engines.”

CUNNINGHAM

Signature: CUNNINGHAM

Info:
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To: SMART Core

Subject: ISRAEL MEDIA REACTION

MRN:
Date/DTG:
From:
Action:

E.O.:
TAGS:
Captions:
Pass Line:

Subject:

UNCLAS TEL AVIV 001200

STATE FOR NEA, NEA/IPA, NEA/PPD

WHITE HOUSE FOR PRESS OFFICE, SIT ROOM

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED
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10 TEL AVIV 1200
May 27, 2010 /2710182 MAY 10
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV

WASHDC, SECSTATE rPriorITY , WHITE HOUSE WASHDC PRICRITY |

WHITE HOUSE NSC WASHDC prioriTY ; CIA WASHDC PriorITY . WASHDC, SECDEF
PRIORITY . HQ USAF WASHINGTON DCPrRIORITY , DA WASHDC PRIORITY .,

CNO WASHINGTON DCrriormy ;, DIA WASHINGTON DCpPrIORITY |

JOINT STAFF WASHDC prIoRITY | ABU DHABI, AMEMBASSY PRIORITY |
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12958

OPRC, KMDR, IS

SIPDIS

STATE FOR NEA, NEA/IPA, NEA/PPD

WHITE HOUSE FOR PRESS OFFICE, SIT ROOM
NSC FOR NEA STAFF

SECDEF WASHDC FOR USDP/ASD -PA/ASD-ISA
HQ USAF FOR XOXX

DA WASHDC FOR SASA

JOINT STAFF WASHDC FOR PA

CDR USCENTCOM MACDILL AFB FL FOR POLAD/USIA ADVISOR
COMSOCEUR VAIHINGEN GE FOR PAC/PCLAD
COMSIXTHFLT FOR 019

JERUSALEM ALSO ICD

LONDON ALSO FOR HKANONA AND POL
PARIS ALSO FOR POL

ROME FOR MFO

ISRAEL MEDIA REACTION

REVIEW AUTHORITY: Charles Daris, |
'Senior Reviewer ]
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NSC FOR NEA STAFF

SECDEF WASHDC FOR USDP/ASD -PA/ASD-ISA

HQ USAF FOR XOXX

DA WASHDC FOR SASA

JOINT STAFF WASHDC FOR PA

CDR USCENTCOM MACDILL AFB FL FOR POLAD/USIA ADVISOR
COMSOCEUR VAIHINGEN GE FOR PAO/POLAD

COMSIXTHFLT FOR 019

JERUSALEM ALSO ICD

LONDON ALSO FOR HKANONA AND POL
PARIS ALSO FOR POL

ROME FOR MFO

SIPDIS
E.O. 12858 N/A
TAGS: OPRC, KMDR, IS

SUBJECT: ISRAEL MEDIA REACTION

SUBJECTS COVERED IN THIS REPORT:

1. Mideast

2. lran

Key stories in the media;

Maariv this morning reported that Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
said he had "defeated” the Obama administration inthis power
struggle with them and had emerged with the "upper hand,” having
stood his own ground. According fo the report, Netanyahu said these
words to a number of people in“intimate" conversations that he held
with them and that he was pleased that he had withstood U.S.
pressure. The Prime Minister's Office denied that Netanyahu made any
such statements, saying the prime minister does not think that way.
"Prime Minister Netanyahu holds in great esteem the commitment by
President Obama and the administration to Israel's security and

their efforts to renew the peace process inour region,” the Prime
Minister's Office statement said.

In light of Rahm Emanuel's invitation for PM Netanyahu to meet
President Obama in Washington next week, both Maariv and Yediot
focus this meming on what they describe asa recent "change” inthe
U.S. administration's attitude towards lsrael and the Netanyahu
government, citing a dramatic shift away from Netanyahu's
“humiliation” in Washington two months ago to the warm and conwvivial
attitude of the past number of weeks in the behavior of U.S.

officials, starting with the president. Both of the newspapers quote
Israeli officials who ascribe this perceived shift in American

policy to the upcoming mid-term elections inthe U.S. and to fears
within the Democratic Party that its candidates are liable to suffer
due to a backlash within the American Jewish community for the
perceived mistreatment of Israel. The papers underscore, howewver,
that while the Americans' behavior toward Netanyahu has become
markedly friendlier, their expectations of Netanyahu and his
govemment have not changed substantively.

Yediot reported this momning that the IDF has drafted an operational
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plan to thwart any attempt by the eight-ship flotilla that would
attempt to break through the blockade onthe Gaza Strip -the forum
of seven ministers gave its authorization to the |DF to execute that
operation if need be. The Freedom Flotilla is expected to draw near
the Gaza coast sometime in the next two days. Yediot describes the
flotilla as being principally an effort by the Turkish govermment to
force both Israel and Egypt to end their joint blockade of Gaza.
Yediot ascribes this to the Erdogan government's Muslim Brotherhood
sympathies. Israel Hayom is reporting that the Israeli plans are to
stop the flotilla at all cost, but to transfer the confiscated goods

to the Gaza Strip.

1. Mideast:

Block Quotes:

I. "Turkish Maneuver"

Military correspondent Alex Fishman wrote in the mass-circulation,
pluralist Yediot Aharonot (5/27): “This is, first and foremost, a
cynical political story ofthe Turkish govermment.... The Turkish
empire istrying fo remove the tool of a blockade from the hands of
Israel and Egypt.... lIsrael has no reason to yield to this Turkish
dictate. ... Even 500 wheelchairs -which are undoubtedly vital in the
Gaza Strip -will not make up for the cynicism of the Turkish
maneuver.We are not talking about human rights organizations that
have placed humanitarian supplies ona few yachts and gone out to
save the world. This flotilla is backed by IHH, a Turkish
organization that is an extension of the Muslim Brotherhood in
Turkey.... The Turks want a confrontation. They want images of
Israeli soldiers teking over ships and beating civilians.... The

policy of the blockade onthe Gaza Strip may be a mistake ... but it
is Israeli sodiety that must decide onthis.... It was, ineffedt, a
foreign policy decision: Not to bow to Turkish pressure.... The
handling of the ships should be firm and mainly swift. If there is

no way to avoid the unflattering images, and the live broadcasts
from sea should atleast be as brief as possible.”

Il. "Explanation; Obama needs the Jewish vote”

Diplomatic correspondent ltamar Eichner wrote in the
mass-circulation, pluralist Yediot Aharonot (5/27): "Top lsrasli
officials believe that the change in {Obama's) aftitude stems

entirely from domestic American political considerations. (The
midterm) elections ... are of great concern at present to Obama and
his supporters. ... It is no coincidence that Obama and his staff

have suddenly begun to speak warmly about Israel .... Information
received by Israeli sources ... indicate that the reason for the

change inapproach ... is pressure from Democrat lawmakers who are
running for election.... There isa great deal of anger at Obama

within the Jewish community and disappointment over his policy
toward Israel. ... The fear is that the Jewish vote will gravitate

away from Democratic candidates to Republicans. ... The hope is that
Obama will be able to persuade Netanyahu to extend the construction
freeze by means of a friendly request and thereby avoid a damaging
confrontation.”

IIl. "A question of time"

Senior commentator Ari Shavit wrote inthe independent, left-leaning
Ha'aretz (5/27). "... The national security situation is not
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good.... Asa result of .. four lamentable events... The |srael of
2010 is under far greater threat than the Israel of 2000.... The ice

is thin, and there is no way of knowing when or where it will break.
The threat of the occupation isno less severe than the threat of
rocket fire. ... Because of the occupation, the political threat

looms ever larger, Time is working against the State of Israel....

The nght is still spreading the word that ... everything’s just

fine. If we don't give in, Abu Mazen will give up_ [f we don't

blink, Obama will disappear. Don't worry, promises the right, the
State of Israel has time onits side.... But that is wrong. Israel

was established because its founders created facls onthe ground
with one hand and won diplomatic recognition of those facts with the
other. Israel was established because its founders recognized when
time is on the side of Zionism and when time is working against

it.... The relative quiet that the IDF, the Shin Bet security

service and high tech have granted us has become a toxic quiet. ...
It has allowed usto ignore the threats that are closing inon us.

The argument about time is an argument about life and death.... The
truth is that there is no time. If we don't act intime, time will

beat us. It is only the silent siren that wams us of the genuine
emergency.”

2. lran:

Block Quotes:

l. "Lies and Fears"

Middle East affairs commentator Dr. Guy Bechor, a lecturer at the
Interdisciplinary Center, wrote in the mass-circulation, pluralist
Yediot Aharonot (5/27): "... The regime in Tehran istemified, it

is frightened to death of sanctions, of global isolation and of its

own population. Iran knows that it won't be able to allow itself to
have a nuclear bomb and that is why it signed the (uranium exchange)
agreement. ... They realize now that they dug a pit for others, but
that it was they who ultimately fell into it. Their bid to

strengthen their regime only ended up weakening it further, Why did
the Iranians join forces with Turkey and Brazil? Because those are
countries of significance in Ahmadinejad’s imaginary world.... Iran
ison its own, Even Russia and China have sold it out, since itis
now clear that Russia will side with the United States.... Iran is

at present the most isolated country in the world, after North

Korea, ostracized and outcast. |srael, of course, has benefited from
this fiasco. More powerful sanctions against the regime in Tehran
will now be coming.... Iran will become weaker and more limited in
its weapon exports. The lie of the regime in Tehran has been laid
bare, it is isolated and our work is being done for us by others.

And Ahmadinejad? He will continue to fear the next blow, the closest
of which is the anniversary of the election fraud this June. Fears
from within and fears from without. The reality in which the Iranian
regime lives is delusional, but the fears it harbors are entirely

real.”

CUNNINGHAM

Signature: CUNNINGHAM
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{U) EU presses Ammenia and Turkey to continue normalization process

Speaking at separate briefings following their meetings with

visiting President Sargsyan of Armenia May 26-27, European Council
President Van Rompuy and Commission President Barroso pressed both
Armenia and Turkey to continue the "historic™ process of

normalization of their relations "without preconditions” and "within
areasonable timeframe” Van Rompuy said he was "pleased that
Armenia decided to stay committed to the process, adding: "I

recognize the President's political courage on this issue.” He

confirmed the EU's "continued commitment to peace and security in

the Caucasus, including through contributing to the resolution of

the protracted conflicts.” Barroso said the Commission was prepared

to launch negotiations for an Association Agreement between the EU
and Armenia "as soon as next July,” noting that “an important part

of this Agreement will be the negotiation ona bilateral Deep and
Comprehensive Free Trade Area (DCFTA)." Barroso nevertheless made
it clear that "this could kick off only once Armenia will have fully
addressed key trade-related recommendations made by the Commission.”
(POL:RDeglain).

News

(EU) EUICSDP: General Ton van Csch new chief of EU military staff -

Brussels, May 27 (Agence Europe) - General Ton van Osch from the

Netherlands toock over on Thursday 27 May from General David Leakey

(United Kingdom) as Chief of the European Union Military Staff

(EUMS). During a joint press conference with his predecessor,

General Osch emphasised that during his three-year mandate he would

focus on two main subjects: implementation of a comprehensive

approach, which would help to combine and jointly coordinate ali

crisis management instruments; and strengthening cooperation between . o - ) )
the EU and its partners such as NATO, the UN, the African Union and REVIEW AUTHORITY: Charles Daris, Senior
the other "major actors and nations”. The general provided Reviewer
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assurances that "every body will find me willing to cooperate” and
said that making the European External Action Service operational,
where EU High Representative Catherine Ashton will be responsible
for all instruments, will be a big step forward. The general
explained: "l know there's a lot of talking that should be much

better and | agree with that, but at the same time | would like to
make a point that we made a lot of big steps”. General Leakey was
asked about the necessity of providing the EU with a permanent
military operations staff inthe future but explained that there is

no "one size fits all" solution from a political peint of view orin

the context of military practicalities. He added: "If you have a
member state who takes an operations commander rather than
operational headquarters responsibility, then it means that the
operation is guaranteed to be a success”. According to Leakey, the
current situation has the merit of giving each member state greater
responsibility when it ensures command of an operation. Bomn in
1955, General Osch has been the Dutch permanent military
representative to NATO and the European Union Military Committee
(EUMC) since June 2007. He is the third chief of staff as head of
this structure, following French General Jean-Paul Perruche and
General Leakey, and will be particularly responsible for strategic
planning and EU military expertise.

(EU) EP/FALESTINE: Isabelle Durant and Louis Michel urge lsrael to
allow humanitarian aid into Gaza - Brussels, May 27 (Agence Europe)
- The vice president of the European Parliament, Isabelle Durant
(Greens/EFA, Belgium) and the MEP and former commissioner for
development, Louis Miche! (ALDE, Belgium) launched an appeal to
Israel on Thursday 27 May, to allow humanitarian aid to Gaza fo
reach its destination. MEPs are concerned about threats of a
blockade by the Israeli authorities and the deployment of military
forces to prevent the berthing and unloading of the "Gaza freedom
flotilla”. The mission consists of nine new beats. They contain
10,000 tons of humanitarian eguipment (educational and medical
materials) and construction materials {cement etc) for Gaza, as well
as 700 volunteers from the whole world. The first boats left Turkey
for Gaza on Tuesday 25 May. "This mission must arrive at the right
port of call’, insisted Isabelle Durant. She added that "this is not

a political mission; it aims to provide aid and solidarity, and it

is necessary to guarantee the security of the people accompanying
it". The appeal by MEPs aims to mobilise public opinion to put
pressure onthe Israeli government. Louis Michel was keen to point
out that "international humanitarian law requires that access to
victims or people indanger is ensured orat least facilitated.

{_..) The Israeli authorities do not want Hamas to benefit from this
operation because it is claimed that the Palestinian organisation
and the humanitarian workers are working together. Isabelle Durant
and Louis Michel refute this.

EU's Almunia says fewer banks taking up state aid - BRUSSELS, May 27
(Reuters) - European Union banks are gradually weaning themseives
off state aid as the sector recovers from the credit crisis which

led to trillions of euros in bailouts and state guarantees, the EU's
competition chief said on Thursday. Since the crisis deepened in
September 2008, the European Commission has approved 4.13 frillion
euros ($5.072 billion) in recapitalisation schemes and other

measures by EU governments to help lenders. Ofthis figure, just a
third or 1.24 billion euros were taken up by banks via state

guaranteed funding or recapitalisation measures. The EU executive
said the use of government guarantees by banks has declined since
the middle of 2009, both in terms of the number of bonds issued and
volume of issuance. The total amount of state -guaranteed bonds
issued by banks in December last year amounted to a monthly average
of 4 percent of lenders' total funding, down from 30 percent inthe
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first quarter of 2009, data from the Commission showed. "The
declining use of state guarantees is an encouraging indicator that
the financial sector has begun to retum to normal market
conditions," EU Competition Commissioner Joaguin Almunia told 2 news
conference. “While the situation remains fragile it is crucial for

the overall economy that banks do not stay dependent on the state
for longer than is strictly needed and finance themselves
increasingly on the market," he said. He said France, ltaly and the
United Kingdom have already said they wouid not extend their
guaraniee schemes. There are currently 15 EU countries with such
schemes which will expire either atthe end of this month or next.
EU finance ministers agreed last week to raise the fees that banks
pay if guarantee schemes are extended by up to 40 basis points.

(EU) EU/ECONOMY: Herman Van Rompuy wants more governance and greater
EESC involvement intaking important Council decisions and measures
- Brussels, May 27 (Agence Europe) - Addressing the plenary session
of the European Economic and Sodial Committee (EESC) chaired by
Mario Sepi, on Thursday 27 May in Brussels, the president of the
European Council, Herman Van Rompuy, unveiled how he felt about the
need to immediately overcome the agitation caused by the economic
crisis, and to have a crisis prevention and management system. He
announced the rasults of the first meeting of the task force under

his leadership. Van Rompuy wanted the EESC to be more actively
involved in taking measures and important decisions at the European
Council in June 2010, and to be more actively concemned by follow up
to such measures and decisions. He highlighted how important it was

te have a structural growth policy, i.e. the EL2020 strategy, which,

he said, is an operation of high political intensity without which

the EU's social model would be in danger. (...) In addition to

overcoming the crisis, there is a structural policy for increasing

the EU's economic potential, the EU2020 strategy. Van Rompuy said he
wished fo speak to the EESC about this later, adding that he was

willing for the commitiee to be more invoived when important

decisions or measures are laken 2t the European Coundil in June.
However, he asserted, this process is not yet over. There will be
follow-up, and adjustment throughout the process. He took the view
that, without this structural policy for growth, the EU's social

model would be in danger, Van Rompuy underlined how difficult it was
for a politiclan to explain to the public that it is necessary to

put taxes up while safeguarding investment in human capital. This
prompted him to say that "the EU2020 strategy is not a technical
operation but an operation with high political import".

Kennard
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SUBJECT: ISRAEL MEDIA REACTION

SUBJECTS COVERED IN THIS REPORT:

1. Mideast
Key stories in the media:

Israel Radio reported this morning that a spokeswoman for President
Shimon Peres officially denied the report published in the British
Guardian newspaper that Israel had signed an agreement to sell
nuclear warheads to the Apartheid regime in South Africa inthe
1970s. According to documents brought forward by the British
newspaper, President Peres, who was defense minister at the time,
was the one to negotiate with South Africa and is the one to have
signed off on the deal.

Major print media this morning report about yesterday's government
decision to support bills submitted by various MKs that wauld revoke
a series of privileges from Hamas prisoners held in Israeli prisons,
inan apparent bid to apply pressure on Hamas to move forward the
prisoner exchange deal for Gilad Shalit's release. This refers to
privileges such as newspapers and television, family visits, and
academic studies. The government may, however, submit its own bill,
which is expected to be a toned -down version of the existing bills.
Inany case, the bills are only expected to pass their preliminary
reading at present, inwhat has been called a "waming signal” to
Hamas, and the next stages of their legislation depend on the
progress of negotiations on the prisoner exchange deal. The head of
the task force for Gilad Shalit's release referred fo this measure

as being "too little, too late," whereas Hamas sources said that

this would only cause the organization to stick to its positions

more strongly

Yediot and Maariv today are reporting that the Knesset House
Committee is scheduled to discuss a demand to revoke parliamentary
rights from Arab MKs who traveled to Libya and met with Libyan
leader Muammar Gaddafi. The demand to revoke such nghts as
parliamentary immunity, freedom of movement, and personal security
was raised by MK Michael Ben-Ari of the National Union and is said
to enjoy the support of the committee chaiman, MK Yariv Levin
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(Likud). Knesset Speaker Reuven Rivlin has announced his opposition
to the demand and the Arab MKs said that they would boycott the
discussion of the committee and wouid petition the High Court of
Justice, if necessary.

Yediot is reporting that Prime Minister Netanyahu commented
yesterday onthe Home Front Command exercise being carried out this
week throughout Israel, calling ita "routine exercise that was
scheduled long ago." Netanyahu, seeking lo reassure Hezbollah asto
Israel's intentions, said that Israel wanted "caim, security, and

peace,” and clarified that the exercise was not the result of any

unusual security development.

1. Mideast:

Block Quotes:

|. "Shalit Bill could be harmful"

Former Meretz leader, former Justice Minister, and chief Israeli
promoter of the Geneva Initiative, Yossi Beilin, wrote in the
independent Israel Hayom (5/24) “(The ministers who supported the
"Gitad Shalit bill") ... did so because they preferred a populist

move lc responsible political considerations. ... The privileges
granted to prisoners ... are granted in order to ensure quiet in the
prisons.... There isn't a chance inthe world that revoking a few
privileges from Hamas prisoners will melt the heart of this
questionable organization and help bring Shalit home. What may bring
him home is a deal in which thousands of Hamas prisoners are
released, and the Israeli government must decide whether ornot it
is prepared to pay this price. It is far easier for the government

to lend its hand to a childish law, which will cause damage
immediately upon its implementation but, until then, will at least
provide it with some public support- rather than striving for the
moment of truth concerning Gilad Shalit's future”

Il. "Press urtil they beg for a deal”

Nationalist columnist Hanoch Daum wrote inthe mass-circulation,
pluralist Yediot Aharonot (5/24): "The ministerial committee made an
important and dramatic decision yesterday... The only way to make
a real change inthe stafic situation ... isto apply pressure on

the prisoners so that they will apply pressure fo their leaders....

Israel must change its approach, and make the other side become the
one that wants a deal. Firstly, it has become apparent that there
isno one totalk to .. solely because ofintemal disputes....
Secondly.... There isne possibility of freeing hestages ina

successful military operation. These two facts leave Israel with

the only possible option: Applying pressure.... Bureaucratic
processes are legitimate, but not when someone is rotting away alive
inthe heart of Gaza. Our sages have aiready said that anyone who is
merciful to the cruel will eventuzaily be cruel to the merciful "

lll, “Let them in"

Political commentator Shalom Yerushalmi wrote inthe popular,
pluralist Maariv (5/24): “Eight or nine ships ... are now making
their way towards the Gaza Strip. ... Our goal isto permit these
ships to enter after it becomes clear that there is no weaponry on
them, and apparently there is none. Israel can stop these ships by
force... There will be no problem in doing so... How will a

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED
Page 3 of 4

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05705758 Date: 03/03/2015

StateDept006269



C057057581ED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05705758 Date: 03/03/2015

CLASSIFIGATIUN: UNCLASSIFIED
Page 4 of 4

country look that sends its army to sea to harass peace activists
who have come to assist a population in distress? ... The only way
tc combat the ships on their way tothe Gaza Strip ... isto counter
it with a civilian flotilla, which will present the Israeli

arguments and attack the inhumane and cruel treatment of Gilad
Shalit by Hamas. ... The world media should mainly show civilians
versus civilians, not an army versus peace activists. This will be
much more correct and effective from our standpoint.”

IV. *Obama's Jewish minefield is Israel's bomb”

Senior op-ed writer Akiva Eldar commented in the independent,
left-leaning Ha'aretz (5/24): "US. President Barack Obama said he
had stepped on a few mines as he took his first steps in the Middle
East.... It appears that the Obama administration has realized that

it will not succeed where its predecessors have failed. Obama's
efforts to woo Jewish politicians are like our secular politicians

who make a pilgrimage to Rabbi Ovadia Yosef... They were promised
that Obama would not pressure Benjamin Netanyahu's government to
give back land. In simpler werds: They don't want peace; there isno
need for it. K's possible that Obama’s withdrawal from his vision

of peace ... will open the purses of a handful of Jewish donors fo

his party. However, it's not at all certain that a business -as-usual
approach toward a right-wing government in Israel will improve
Cbama's lot among Jewish voters. Obama's Jewish camp is not buying
the message of the poor weakling that the right wing is selling with
some success inthe local market. ... Unfortunately, Obama's mine is
our bomb...; This influential community's link to the historic

homeland and its influence oncenters of power inthe United States
isone of the comerstones of Israel's deterrence. The damage caused
by the Netanyahu government to this core support of American Jews is
no better than the threat of a nuclear lran.”

CUNNINGHAM
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SUBJECT: JERUSALEM MEDIA REACTION (05/28): Direct talks can start
when security and borders resolved; Obama -Abbas meeting June 9

Main Stories:

Palestinian Authority (PA) official daily Al-Hayat
Al-Jadida and independent daily Al-Ayyam lead with news of President
Abbas's joint press conference with the Prime Minister of Malaysia
yesterday. During the press conference, Abbas said that the second
phase of indirect talks has concluded and that when the questions
regarding security and borders issues are resolved the PA can start
direct talks.

Abbas added that he will be meeting with President Obama to continue
discussions on security and borders issues. Abbas reaffirmed the
PA's commitment to peace. According to independent daily Al-Ayyam,
the White House announced this morning that President Obama will
receive Abbas onJune 9.

Inrelated news, the dailies report that Israeli Prime Minister
Netanyahu reiterated from Paris yesterday the importance of maving
quickly to direct talks saying, "The problems we have with the
Palestinians can only be resclved if we sit together atthe same
table” Independent daily Al-Quds runs separate front page coverage
citing Israeli newspaper Maariv that Netanyahu said, in closed
meetings, that he had won the batftle that had started between him
and President Obama.

Al-Quds leads with news that the Gaza fleet aid (Freedom Fleet) is
enroute to Gaza and is expecied to arrive tomorrow, According to
the report, the aclivists on board the fleet are determined to
challenge the Israeli threats to obstruct the fieet's arrival.

Al-Ayyam runs a lead photo of two Israeli soldiers standing in frant
of detention tents that Israel has set up to hold activists from the
fleet upon their arrival near Ashdod port.

Al-Quds runs a lead photo of Prime Minister Fayyad participating in
the Jerusalem International Marathon in Abu-Deis yesterday. Fayyad
noted that next year's marathon will start at Damascus Gate of
Jerusalem's Old City.

Dailies report on the conclusion of the door to door campaign aimed
at raising Palestinian public awareness regarding the PA's
settlement products boycott campaign. The reports note that Fayyad
volunteered yesterday with the campaign. Fayyad noted that the
campaign fulfilled its goal to reach almost all Palestinian

households in Ramailah. He reiterated that the boycott campaign
will continue.

Fayyad isquoted inthe dailies emphasizing the importance of the
Palestinian Investment Conference which is scheduled to be held in
Bethlehem next week. He noted that the conference will help bulld a
strong Palestinian economy that would lead to the establishment ofa
Palestinian state.

Dailies report on confrontations yesterday inthe Silwan

neighborhood of East Jerusalem between the Palestinian residents and
Israeli soldiers. The clashes resulted in 10 people being injured
including one pregnant woman.

Block Quote:
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Al-Quds runs aneditorial under the titie "Settlers
Prove Their Hatred to the Land and to the Olives" which asserts that

the settlers’ hatred towards Palestinians isillustrated by how much
ch

they hate to see olive trees growing on Palestinian land. The
writer wonders whether the Pailestinians have to wait until all olive
trees are uprooted before the Arab States will intervene to help.

Palestinian Cyberspace;

Falestinian cyberspace isinundated with coverage onthe Gaza
Freedom Flotilla. One contributor, Yousef Munayyer blogged on
Palestinethinktank.com under the title "Why is Israel Afraid of a
Few Boats?" Munayyer states, “Headlines and stories covering this
confrontation at sea will shift the focus back to Gaza, even ifonly
for a few hours. For Israel, Gaza is the tortured and famished
step-child it locks inthe basement when visitors arrive, and the
aclivists on these boats seek to expose what lsrael isdoing inthe
Strip: imposing a draconian siege fo collectively punish civilians
for political aims."

Beyond our Borders blog from Gaza continued posting blogs
commemorating Al-Nakba. Jehan Al Farra from Gaza blogged under "62
Years of Nakba...Next?" asserting, "We wili remain strong, our heads
high, and always struggling for our right to 2 normal, respectable
life onour own land. We will keep on educating oursslives and
leamning, we will keep on building what has been destroyed, we will
live, we will dream, and most importantly, we will take our land
back one day.”

Daoud Kuttab biogged under "Elections in Palestine, Again” saying,
"If elections take place with a big participation, this will give a

big boost to the prime minister and to President Mahmoud Abbas.
Falestinlans and the intemational community will also be looking to
these elections to gauge the level of support Fayyad and his
moderate policies enjoy.”

Cartoon of the Week:

This cartoon appeared in Al-Quds today. It shows the Gaza "Freedom
Fleet" about fo arrive in Gaza, Awaiting the "Freedom's" arrival

are detention tents (Ashdod prison) set up, by the Israelis, to
welcome (hold) the activists.
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From: Lillis, Amanda J (istanbul) 223‘:&%%0'“3“’5 PORTIONS
Sent: 5/26/2010 2:16:42 PM R
To: SvcSMARTHBTSPOP1
Subject: Turkish Jews Lobby for Hate Speech Legislation

Aftachments; Meladata dat
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MRN: 10 ISTANBUL 183
Date/DTG: May 26, 2010 /261816Z MAY 10
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Pass Line: AMEMBASSY ASTANA PASS TO AMCONSUL ALMATY

AMEMBASSY ANKARA PASS TO AMCONSUL ADANA
AMEMBASSY BELGRADE PASS TO AMEMBASSY PODGORICA
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL VLADIVOSTOK
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AMEMBASSY HELSINKI PASS TO AMCONSUL ST PETERSBURG

Subject: Turkish Jews Lobby for Hate Speech Legislation

1. (C) Summary. During a meeting with the Ambassador on May 18, the newly elected Jewish Community leadership and
Chief Rabbi Haleva expressed concerns about|

[ _ e B e DI _____[the
fallout of a potential confrontation between the Israeli government and the [HH (Turkish Humanitarian Aid F%tmdation)
flotilla reportedly departing Istanbul on May 22 with the intention of breaking the blockade on Gaza (reftel).

"Good food must take its time inthe oven”
-Chief Rabbi Haleva on AKP reforms
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"Don’t mistreat those who took refuge with you"
-Chief Rabbi Hafeva on Anti-Semitism in Turkey

6. (3BU) Always keeping a wary eye open for opportunities for Turkish citizens to translate anti-lsraeli anger into anti-
Semitism, the leadership expressed their concern about the potential confrontation between the lsraeli government and
the Turkish NGO Humanitarian Aid Foundation (IHH). The IHH is sending a flotilla of aid materials with the intention of

breaking the blockade of Gaza, reportedly departing Istanbul for Israeli waters on May 22 (reftel).
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From: SMART Core
Sent: 5/28/2010 6:51:35 AM
To: sveSMARTHBTSPOP3@state.sgov.gov
Subject: Turkish Media Reaction for Friday May 28

Attachments: metadatza dat

UNCLASSIFIED

MRN: 10 ANKARA 762

Date/DTG: May 28, 2010 / 2808257 MAY 10

From: AMEMBASSY ANKARA

Action: SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE | CJCS WASHINGTON DCMMEDIATE |
SECDEF WASHINGTON DCmmMeDIATE ; OSD WASHINGTON DCrouTINE

E:O: 12958

TAGS: OPRC, KMDR, TU, PREL, KPAC

Captions: SIPDIS

Pass Line: DEPARTMENT FOR INRIR/MR, EUR/SE, EUR/PD, NEA/PD, DRL
JCS PASS J-5/CDR 8. WRIGHT

Subject: Turkish Media Reaction for Friday May 28

Media Highlights: Obama Administration NSS; Davutoglu to Meet Clinton in Washington; MFA: US Has Created an
‘Absurd * Situation; Turkey, Brazil Won't Backpedal onlran; Op-Ed: Turkish Foreign Policy; Amnesty International
Blames US, EU on Israel; Isracl Won't Allow Aid Ships’ Passage

US Embassy Ankara - Turkey Media Reaction - May 28, 2010 as prepared by the Public Affairs Information Office
How the US is Playing/Related News

Obama Administration Has a Clear Proposal for Iran, North Korea (Yeni Safak)

Yeni Safak reports from Washington that the new National Security Strategy document announced by the White House
makes a "clear” offer to Iran and North Korea to choose between “dizlogue ” or “isolation. " Articles report that the "struggle
against terror” terminology was dropped from the document in favor of the statement *We are at war with the al-Qaeda terror
network and the terrorists affiliated with this network.” Mainstream Millivet headlines “We are at War with al-Qaeda, Not
Terror orlslam ™ and liberal Radikal announces "Obama Changed America 's Rhetoric. " Mainstream Heberfurk headlines
“America’'s New Enemy is ‘Jihad Jane'™ and reports that the “US National Security Strategy which is updated every four
years emphasized foreign affairs and security.”

Davutoglu to Meet Clinton in Washington (Milliyet)

A news commentary item in Millivet says Foreign Minister Davutoglu will cut short his Latin American trip with Prime Minister
Erdogan and fly to Washington Tuesday to meet Secretary Clinton for an appointment requested by Ankara yesterday.
Milliyet calls the nuclear deal, the second -largest crisis between Turkey and the US in recent months, the first being the
approval of the AGR bythe HFAC. A senior US official is quoted as saying the deal with Iran failed to meet the expectations
of the international community and that the US conveyed to Turkey its concerns about it. In his meeting with Clinton,
Davutoglu is expected to stress that Turkey was not moving against the US and that Turkey respected the priorities
highlighted ina recent letter from President Obama, according fo the paper.

MFA: “US Has Created an ‘Absurd’ Situation” (Cumhuriyet)
Cumhuriyet and Zaman report the Turkish Foreign Ministry (MFA) Spokesman Burak Ozugergin said Thursday that Turkey
wanted an “appropriate " response from Westem countries regarding the uranium swap agreement with Iran, Cumhuriyet

REVIEW AUTHORITY: Charles Daris, Senior |
Reviewer -

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED
Page 1 of 2

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05705777 Date: 03/03/2015

StateDept006278



C057057771ED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05705777 Date: 03/03/2015

CLASSIFIGA TIUN: UNCLASSIFIED
Page 2 of 2

reports that Ozugergin said the US created an "absurd situation” by taking sanctions to the UN Security’ Council one day
after the agreement was reached. Responding to a question, Ozugergin said he did not expect the agreement to cause a
new crisis with the US and added that diplomacy with Iran should be pursued instead of confrontation. Cumbhuriyet's Ankara
Bureau Chief Utku Cakirozer writes that MFA sources expect the USto give a “conditional yes" to the uranium swap
agreement with Iran. "Washington will likely announce today that it finds the exchange agreement 'positive.' Washington
will also ask Tehran to fully step its uranium enrichment program, * emphasizes Cakirozer.

Turkey, Brazil Won't Backpedal onlran (Zaman)

Papers report “Iran mediators ™ Turkey and Brazil said they stand behind the nuclear exchange agreement struck with Iran.
Prime Minister Erdogan, in Brazil on an official visit, said after meeting with Brazilian President Lula da Silva that they would
maintain their positions. President da Silva said all sides should focus on “dialogue " instead of “conflict. ™

Op-Ed on Turkish Foreign Policy

In “Nea-Turkey, " liberal Radikal’s Cengiz Candar opines: "Today, we are talking about a Turkey in the ‘global system,'a
Turkey moving forward to take its place among the top ten countries inthe future. If we shift our gaze from Ankara and look
atthe world, we will see a different world from that seen by those in Washington with their ‘lsraeli glasses.’ We can see the
‘new Turkey' inthis new world, which some brand as 'neoc-Ottoman ' and others 'nec non-aligned. ™

Amnesty International Blames US, EU on Israel (Yeni Safak)

Yeni Safak reports that in its annual report, Amnesty International (Al) blamed the US, EU and some G-20 countries for
blocking the punishment of Israel by intemational courts over “war crimes” the Jewish state committed in Gaza. The report
also accused China, India, Indonesia, Russia, Turkey and the US for “not contributing * to international justice efforts, says
Yeni Safak.

In the Headlines

Israel Won't Allow Aid Ships' Passage into Gaza (Hurriyet)

Papers report Israeli Ambassador in Ankara, Gaby Levy, said Israel would not allow the humanitarian “Freedom Flotilla" of
aid ships into Gaza and would detain whoever attempts to enter the strip. Levy said the fleet's orientation has been
“political.” Islamist-oriented Zaman headlines “Israel will Use Force Against Aid Fleet to Gaza.” Cumhuriyst reports the
Turkish Foreign Ministry (MFA) asked the NGOs in the convoy net go to Gaza, saying Turkey did not want new tensions in
the region. “This isan aid effort organized by neither Turkey, nor other countries. We have told Israel it was time to meet
the needs of the people in Gaza, " MFA Spokesman Burak Ozugergin said.

‘Aid Fleet' Op-Ed

Ibrahim Karagul of Islamist -oriented Yeni Safak writes: “Gaza is under occupation, so any Israeli intervention with the aid
ships would be tantamount to piracy, because Israel's territorial waters have not been violated. Seizure ofthe aid ships via
military operations would cause serious diplomatic and international legal problems with Israel. Reactions which would be
displayed against lsrael would go far beyond denouncement. |f Israel uses disproportionate violence again, Turkey will
have to question its diplomatic ties with Israel. Israel should know that those who went to Gaza in the ships have the
backing of strong countries and also of millions of people. "
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SUBJECT: ISRAEL MEDIA REACTION

SUBJECTS COVERED IN THIS REPORT:

1. Mideast
Key stories in the media:

All of the major Hebrew -language newspapers this moming focused on
the Israeli authonties' preparations for the impending clash with

the flotilla headed for Gaza. Maariv provides a step by step account
of the IDF operation for preventing the ships from reaching the Gaza
Strip. The process will include a wamning, boarding of the ships by
commando forces, and depertation ofthe participants from lsrael to
their respective countries of origin. Those who refuse to identify
themselves will undergo a medical examination and will be detained
in lsrael and await a court proceeding. The ships will then be sent
for further inspection by the authorities. Israel Hayom points out
that unless the flotilla turns back, Israel cannot emerge well from
this affair and that it "will lead to a diplomatic and (another) PR
beating for Israel." Maariv also reported that the organizers of the
flotilla refused a request by the family of captured Israeli soldier
Gilad Shalit to transfer letters and packages to him and to demand a
meeting with him. The Shalit family expressed their disappointment
and said that had they agreed, the Shalit family would have
supported the flotilla.

Following @ high court decision to aliow Palestinians to travel on

the controversial road between central Israel and Jerusalem, Yediot
this morning describes the new security measures that have been
placed along the route. Despite the court ruling, Palestinian
motorists will only be allowed 1o travel on four of the 14

kilometers of road inthe West Bank, and would be subject to several
roadblocks and security inspections, making the road largely unfit
for their use.

Yediot this morning reported onthe indictment of Israeli -Arab

activist Ameer Makhoul on charges of spying, making contact with a
foreign agent, and aiding the enemy during wartime. According to the
indictment, Makhoul travelled to Copenhagen and met a Hezbollah
agent who installed software on his personal computer, allowing
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clandestine communications between the two. The indictment said that
Makhoul gave the agent information on the location of several

security installations, including Shin Bet and Mossad headquarters,
aswell asthe level of preparedness of the Israeli population for
wartime. Yediot commented that more and more Israeli Arabs are not
only sympathizing ideologically with the enemy, but are also

crossing the lines and committing treason. The commentator takes the
establishment and Jewish sodciety to task for its treatment of

Israel's minorities and contends that this is the reason that Israel

is "slowly losing them."

1. Mideast:

Block Quotes:

I. “Operational wisdom™

Military affairs commentator Yoav Limor wrote inthe independent
lsrael Hayom (5/28): "Something that will most likely not happen has
to happen for lsrael to emerge safely from the provocative flotilla

to Gaza. ... For it to suddenly be canceled orfor the ships to

reach Gaza, show that they're there -and return home. Such a scenario
would prevent the clash that will lead to a diplomatic and (another)

PR beating for Israel.... Inthis script, Israel has to choose

between a bad choice and a worse choice. The bad choice isto permit
the ships to reach Gaza. If that happens, the cumrent fiotilla will

be the promo to a naval descent on Gaza, which will make arms
smuggling and terrorist smuggling possible by sea.... That's why the
security cabinet decided that the ships will not pass. ... The

command ranks must use operational wisdom, as must the commandos who
will take control of the ships. ... It won't be nice, but that said,

it won't be violent, and then only one trouble remains-that of PR.

... We Just mustn't forget that long after the passengers are

expelled and the ships departed, we will remain with the real

problem -Gaza."

Il. "Makhoul is not alone”

Military correspondent Alex Fishman wrote in the mass-circulation,
pluralist Yediot Aharonot (5/28). "... More and more of those who
sympathize ideologically with the enemy not only express support of
its struggle in public but also cross the lines. ... But before we
discuss their guilt, we must admit to the role played by Jewish
establishment and society, which by virtue of their treatment of the
minorities, are gradually losing them.... (Makhoul) wanted to be

part of a nationalist -Arab movement capable of both confronting and
defeating Israel. ... Other members of Balad, orothers like him who
identify with the movement, are also quite close to the point of

fully divorcing themselves from the State of Israel. And this is

what ought to concern us, perhaps even more than the information he
may or may not have passed onto Hizbullah.... Makhoul is already
burned out. He hates the state with every part of his being. The
question that now remains is what we, Israell society, do so that
Makhoul remains alone, and that intelligent people like him, who
share similar views, do not seek to cross the lines as well."

lll. "The Ongoing Quiet"

Senior columnist Nahum Barnea wrote in the mass-circulation,

pluralist Yediot Aharonot (5/28): "Last Friday a high -ranking

Palestinian Authority official, a political figure, went to the

headquarters of the Central Command in northeast Jerusalem. He went
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to meet with OC Central Command Maj. Gen. Avi Mizrahi. ... Never ...
has the coordination between the IDF and the PA been as efficient
and as productive asit istoday. Ifthere are no terror attacks

from the West Bank atthe moment, it's not because Hamas, or
Hizbullah, have given up on the option.... From the IDF's point of
view, the main reason for the quiet is the combination of the
intelligence network that the GSS and the IDF laid and the
preventive activity ofthe PA.... The PA's war on Hamas ... began
with Hamas's violent takeover of Gaza, which made it clear to Fatah
that if it wished to survive, it had no choice but to cooperate with
Israel. But ... this partnership can continue to work successfully

only ifit is fueled by Israeli willingness to be forthcoming toward

the Palestinian Authority. One ofthe components of the partnership
is the need to maintain a certain degree of conflict. ... This is

its way of proving to its public that it is not a collaborator. The
Israelis find it hard to understand this dualism.”

IV. "Don't call it a victory"

Senior columnist and longtime peace advocate Yoel Marcus wrote in
the independent, left-leaning Ha'aretz (5/28): "Many U.S. presidents
since Roosevelt have had Jewish advisers. Some did not deal with our
problems, while others were considered experts on |sraeli affairs.

... But there has never been a Jew inthe heart of the White House,
at the center of the president's decisions, ina key position like

Rahm Emanuel. ... The suspicious Jewish mind assumed that the ...
chief of staff could not be seen alongside a black president with a
Muslim background as someone who is on our side. The media described
the president's moves ... as Emanuel's initiative. ... It is almost
certain that the invitation to Netanyahu was meant to repair Obama's
unnecessary mistakes in his treatment of us, which turned his
mediator's mission into an impossible one. ... Obama deviated from
good taste by humiliating Netanyahu ... This humiliation
strengthened the lsraeli right. ... After Obama's complete

turnaround inthe region to win over Islamic hearts, he is

discovering whom he is dealing with. ... There is a scenario that if
the United States wants to reach a decision inthe Iranian crisis it
does not and will not want to be seen as hostile to lsrael. And if
Rahm Emanuel is responsible for the approach that says Palestinian
stubbomness is the obstacle, Netanyahu should not boast that he
won. At most, a window of oppertunity has been opened for him to
tumn the visit into an achievement.”

CUNNINGHAM
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From: de Otalvaro, Laura H

Sent: 5/31/2010 9:50:44 AM

To: SMART Core

Subject; Turkey: SitRep 2 on IHH Flotilla, 2:30 pm Turkey Time

UNCLASSIFIED
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B) 10 ISTANBUL 195
C) DE OTALVARO EMAIL OF 31 MAY 10 AT 15:17 TOSES-O

Subject: Turkey: SitRep 2 on |HH Flotilla, 2:30 pm Turkey Time

1. (8BU) Inresponse to the intervention by the Istaeli Military on the Humanitarian Aid Foundalion (IHH)
flotilla, the MFA announced it will recall its ambassador to krael, Oguz Celikkol, and will cancel three
military exercises it had planned with Israel. It will also recall the Turkish Youth National Soccer Team
before it plays its scheduled match. The press reported that PM Erdogan cut his trip to Latin America
short and will return to Turkey today, while FM Ahmet Davutogiu is on his way to New York to request
that the UN Security Council meet in an emergency session fo discuss the intervention today.
Ambassador Jeffrey has been summoned to the MFA today, with other Security Council Ambassadors,
to hear the GOT position onthe emergency session. Acting Prime Minister Bulent Arinc said that the
intervention will be a "black stain in human history," and urged lsrael to lift the blockade against Gaza
so that humanitarian aid may reach Gaza. Arinc equated the intervention in international waters with
an act of piracy, although he ruled out sending Turkish naval forces to the region for the time being.
President Gul condemned the attack, saying that Israel "deeply wounded" the international public's
conscience. He urged lsraeli officials to bring an end to the developments, and urged Turks te act with
restraint. Turkish Grand National Assembly Speaker Mehmet Ali Sahin said that the parliament may
issue a condemnation declaration.

2. (SBU) Protests against the intervention continued. In Istanbul, a crowd of protesters that had been
dispersed from the Israeli Consulate moved towards Taksim Square, inthe city center. The media
reported that the crowd was steadily building in size, to between 5,000-10,000 people. According to
press reports, many of the protesters are carrying Turkish and Palestinian flags, are chanting slogans
denouncing lIsrael, and are reciting prayers in Arabic. The media reports that 9 of the apparent 16
dead were Turkish, and that all of them were killed on one Turkish ship, has inflamed passions here.
Press pictures of the intervention have shown lsraeli soldiers pointing rifles next to Turkish flags.

3. (SBU) In Adana, a number of people gathered in front of the U.S. Consulate for a peaceful protest.
The Consulate local guard force estimated there were 500-700 people while the Turkish National Police
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(TNP) estimated there were close to 4,000. The group laid a black wreath in front of the consulate, said
the US. is an invading country, and dispersed. The TNP cooperated very well with securty staff, and
sent nearly all of their branch chiefs as well as the Security Director.

4. (SBU) Turkish press reported that because of the intervention Greece canceled an air force exercise
with Israel and canceled the visit ofthe Greek Air Force Commander, planned for June 1. According
to the press, the Greek MFA said they have not received any information about the welfare ofthe 34
Greeks that had joined the flotila, and protests outside the Israeli Embassy in Athens were planned for
May 31 and June 1.

5. (8BU) Note: SitRep 1 incorrectly indicated that the RSO in stanbul and Ankara sent out a warden
message. RSO Adana sent a warden message regarding the protest at the U.S. Consulate, but the SM§
messages in stanbul and Ankara were sent only to the embassy intra-community regarding traffic
alerts due to protests.
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To: SMART Core

Subject: OFFICIAL RESPONSE: OMAN CONDEMNS ISRAEL! ACTION AGAINST AID FLOTILLA
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