
 

IF YOU LOST YOUR HOME IN THE 

EARTHQUAKE 

You Have These Rights 
 

 

 

1. Displaced people must be provided with safe access to food, water, 

shelter, clothing, medical services and sanitation.  

 

2. Humanitarian assistance to displaced persons cannot be diverted for 

political or military reasons. 

 

3. Children, pregnant women, women who are heads of families, the elderly 

and the disabled are entitled to special protection, assistance and 

treatment. 

 

4. Displaced people have the right to leave for other parts of the country and 

to return to their homes as soon as possible. 

 

5. Displaced people, especially women, shall be involved in the planning for 

and management of all parts of their resettlement.    

 

6. Women must be given full participation in the planning and distribution 

of basic supplies.  Special attention must be paid to women’s health. 

 

7. It is illegal to discriminate against displaced people or to deny people 

their rights because of political or religious differences. 

 

8. Displaced people have the right to know the fate and whereabouts of 

missing relatives 

 

9. These rights must guide the government of Haiti, the United Nations, all 

other governments and all NGOs.  
 

 

 
Source:  United Nations Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement.  Summary prepared by the 

Center for Constitutional Rights (ccrjustice.org), the Institute for Justice & Democracy in Haiti 

(ijdh.org) and the Bureau des Avocats Internationaux (HaitiJustice.org).  Feel free to make copies 

and distribute. 


