Detainee Statement (ISN 307)

I, the detainee Number 307 would like to thank you for giving me the opportunity to
defend myself and to clear myself from these charges against me, but before I start
defending myself, I see that it is necessary for you to know a few things about me and my
case, especially that you didn’t review anything of what happened to me during the three
years of my detention.
I am gomg to start with my life in Syria this country where poverty is rampant and also
economic problems, and you know Syria very well and its economic problem that made
making a living and putting food on the table and getting the household necessities,
especially for a poor person. I was always looking for an alternative country that I could
immigrate to and live with my family. I thought about going to the free world which is
the western world, especially after I heard a lot about freedom, stability, justice in these
countries but all the doors were closed and I tried to go to Saudi Arabia and [ was finally
~ successful and I went there in 1999 to investigate and to see the way of living in that
country but I realized that getting residency is almost impossible and the cost of living is
high. I came back to Syria and I heard afterwards about Afghanistan and this was through
television and I made the decision to travel to this country and to check the s1tuat10n
myself and see if it was suitable for me to live there with my family.
I traveled to Afghanistan at the end of 1999 and when I arrived there I found that it is
stable and safe country and there were no problems during my stay there and 9/11
incident didn’t happen until after my family got there. I was self employed by selling
prepared food in afghan markets and this was my job in Syria and I kept working this
way in small manner for about nine months, after that I bought a small kiosk and I started
working in bigger and broader way at the same time I decided to bring my family and my
work continued in this kiosk for about seven months, and after approximately one year
and four months had gone by I was doing very well. I brought my family and they were
about fifteen people, among the ten people that came first were my mother, she’s sixty
seven years old, my wife, my daughter, my oldest son and my youngest son, who is -
fourteen years old, my daughters husband, my daughter’s three kids and their ages are
eight months, one year, two years, my younger brother, and these were their ages when
-they came to Afghanistan.
I would like to tell you some very important things: :
The words like “Al Qaeda”, “Taliban”, “Mujahideen”, “Jihad”, “Parties”, I didn’t know
them before and I acquired the knowledge about them at this place from the interrogators.
The arrival of my family to Afghanistan, among them my mother, who is old in age, and
my daughter’s son, who is young, and other women, is clearly showing you my
truthfulness and my good intentions and the goal that I left for.
I would like to tell you the story of the last members of my brother’s family, and they are
(my brother’s wife, his kids, their ages 5,6,2,10 and 12 years). They arrived to
Afghanistan just one week before the incident of 9/11/2001, so if I did have any relation
or any connection or if I am a Mujahideen member of Al Qaeda or the Taliban, I
wouldn’t have brought my family first of all, or my brothers family, just one week before
the 9/11 incident, second of all. And this does not make sense and it is unbelievable that I
am from the Taliban or Al Qaeda or Mujahideen member, so how could I bring my
family to death if I was? I would 11ke you to understand this very well if you would.
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Also among the very important matters is how we got to this place. ,

Our residence was in Kabul and after we heard about the 9/11 incident and the tension
and the preludes that indicated that there will be a war from the American forces, I started
looking for a way and quick solution to save myself and to save my family from this
tragedy that will be and that will affect civilians like myself and my family, I went to
Pakistan, fleeing from this situation. After I parted from my family in Jalalabad, and that
was in the second day of Ramadan and at that time the only one left with me was my son,
who is with me here. And I didn’t receive and news about my family except that the
soldiers informed us that the American authorities killed them. -
I'had many illnesses afterwards, but aftet our arrival to the village in Pakistan, some of
the villagers turned us over to the Pakistani Authorities and this was without committing
any crime or any illegal act. And in spite of that we were delivered to the Pakistani
Authorities. During our stay in the Pakistani jail, we suffered harsh beatings and terrible
torture. And all this was a movie arranged by the Pakistani authorities to get us into the
. bus problem and we didn’t know and we didn’t see this bus, but this was an empty story
arranged for us by the Pakistani military and during the beating by son’s nose was broken
-and the American doctor examined him in this place and after the examination he
determined that he needed a surgical operation, but he said that will happen in six months -
and the doctor didn’t come back and I was struck by many illness and he was too and the
details about this bus issue will come during the bus accusation. . '

Note: During our torture in the Pakistani jail, there were two American officials knowing
that we were not allowed by the Pakistani or American authorities to meet a lawyer or a
humanitarian organization or ambassador and they didn’t present us with any accusations.
Regarding the presence of the two Americans during torture, if you think this is an
‘imaginary story I will tell you two proofs showing that this thing happened before with
others and with us, this happened with the Iragis when you entered Iraq, Iraqis were -
tortured in the presence of American and there were pictures as proof that came out to the
world and those Americans were tried and this is the story according to the interro gators.
And we were tortured upon our arrival to Kandahar and we were subject 1o harsh beating -
and my nose was broken (illegible) and the Red Cross saw that and wrote a report about
it and this person still is in that place. :

And also we weren’t allowed neither in Pakistan nor Kandahar to meet with any lawyer
or humanitarian organization to clarify our legal situation and the operation of our
transfer from Pakistan to Kandahar wasn’t subject to the local laws or to any international
laws. And the beating and the torture of the detainees in'the prisons-in Pakistan and
Kandahar and other prisons like Syria that the interro gators threatened us with-its known
by all organizations and everybody and especially you know that. Upon our arrival to
Kandahar, the military investigated with us many times and in Kandahar the treatment
was very very bad, which included deprivation of sleep for long hours, deprivation of
going to the bathroom and other humiliations and the duration was one month and also in
Pakistan I also remember another time my forehead was broken and my arm was
fractured and this was done by American soldiers. After that we were transferred to
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba- and the treatment was very bad also. ‘

Today when you look around you in this prison, you see that a lot of soldiers are polite
and they treat the detainees in a way that is not bad at all and also the health of the
detainees is not bad. Also in the past few weeks the food improved and the people in
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and the bad treatment in this place continuéd for approximately two years or more,
After the introductions about my life and what happened to me and my son I will try to

- start to respond to the accusations against me, to try to defend myself and my son.

You are aware that I was not allowed to get a copy of the accusations and I wasn’t given
a translated copy from the translator so I could think about it and prepare my defense.
This is concerning myself, but I could remember many of them but it wasn’t in the same
order you have. ‘ '

First Accusation: You addressed this accusation at me by saying that I am from Al Qaeda
and the Taliban, ‘

I am neither from Al Qaeda nor from Taliban or any other organization, neither directly
as a member, or someone in charge, nor indirectly as support or otherwise. On the
contrary, I hate everyone who commits hostilities against any person in the world or any
country and I said during the interrogations that when the 9/11/2001 incident happened,
we were very sad and we cried, me and all my family, especially my old mother, she said,
“what’s the crime of innocent people, to be killed?” We all love for everyone in the world
to live in peace and security, whether the person is Muslim, Christian, Jewish, or
anything else. One this earth, everybody should live with freedom, justice and peace. In
this place and through your observations or me and my son, you know that have no
relation with anyone from Al Qaeda and Taliban fighters. For all our time in this place,
we never caused any problems to any of the soldiers or the interrogators, if you review
our behavior file, you will see all what we did and you will affirm that we don’t have any
relation with anything in spite of all the pressures around us from the clinic, the
interrogators, the soldiers, we always give the best cooperation with everybody and in
spite of me being separated from my son for approximately one year, I stayed, my son
and I without problems and from the stories that happen here, you will know if we are
your enemies and combatants against you or not. Many times; approximately five times, I
saw pieces of metal in the walking area and I delivered it to the guard and also my son
saw a piece of metal 20 ¢cm long, he brought it immediately and gave it to the soldiers and
after this good act immediately one of the soldiers threatened his life. This is all
documented by the date and the bour, if we were combatants, we would have hidden it
and used it as a weapon so I would like you to understand that very well if you would.

am innocent from these accusations and is this is what you want, then I am ready. And if
you want me to talk about my story in Afghanistan with ample details and how I used to

prepare the food at night and I would leave at dawn to go to the markets and sell my food
and I come back home right before dusk and repeat the same thing the following day by

~ preparing the food and going to the markets, I didn’t have any significant relationship

with people except two individuals, one of them my associate, he used to help me in
buying supplies and other thing and managing work and his name was
and I was living in his house-and this was before the arrival of my family- and the
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food was prepared and cooked in his house and the other person that I knew in

Afghanistan is the person that was introduced to me b and this
person used to work with us in selling food in the markets because he mastered Arabic
and Farsi and he was honest in his work and his name was My relationships

in Afghanistan did not exceed this two individuals and I am swearing to you today that
‘what I am saying today is the truth and this is my case and my story as it happened and I

assure you if these two individuals were asked to testify in this tribunal about my story
and my truthfulness of my words that I am saying today, they will swear and testify to
that. Another side issue, I would like to tell you about, which I told the interrogators
before; it is the story of my departure from Afghanistan to Pakistan. The individual who
helped me and prepared the way in those very difficult days was who was
working with us in the restaurant. The methods that I was subjected to, me and my son

. and others, during the interrogation, was disgusting and subject to suspicion and

contained a lot of intimidation and if they weren’t successful with the intimidation, they
tried to arouse our interest and among the things they used to say to us all the time is

“Just say you are Al Qaeda or Taliban and there will be no problem” (I was subjected, my
son and 1, during our stay in the old prison and the current prison to threats and
intimidation to be delivered to Syria and other countries to be fortured, and one of the
interrogators in the old prison drew some knives as a form of torture and he brought two
electrical wires and he said if you didn’t say that you are from Al Qaeda, I will put these
on your neck) and we refused to say these words because we weren’t like that and I am
not exaggerating that they repeated this sentence more than a hundred times at least and
also after they separated us they used to tell my son, “ Say that your father is Taliban or

* Al Qaeda and if you say so we will release you from this place to your home and they

offered him many forms of temptation and threats and they also told him, “ If you say
that your father is Al Qaeda or Taliban, we will release you from this place and we will
give you money, houses, cars and American citizenship, but he refused and he stayed true
to what he had been saying all along, which is our words to them, “if you warited the
truth, the truth has no Al Qaeda or Taliban or fighting or terrorism or anything of this
nature, but the truth is hard work in the Afghani markets-Kabul” If what the interrogators
that presented these accusations were saying was true, it would not have been necessary
for tens of them to pressure me and my son all this time to say that we are from Al Qaeda

* or Taliban or fighters or terrorists..

If you want me son to testify that I am not Al Qaeda or Taliban or a fighter or a terrorist _
he is ready and willing to swear. - -

(Line Illegible-Page 8) _ 4 .

We have to understand very well the meaning of the words and terms used in this
sentence, “Mujahid Member”. As I learned during the past three years and as I
understand linguistically from the two words Mujahid Member, is that for somebody to
be described as such, he has to carry a weapon first, then go to a place where the enemy

-~ is and participate in some sort of military confrontations and there is no doubt before that

he has to have trained on carrying a weapon and on different military matters and for sure
as you know, being military, the first step is the most important in the military training
and that could take some long time and lets take a look together to my son and his official
papers, that you have, or it is with the American authorities. And what I mean by official

‘papers is the passport. Lets look at his date of entry into Afghanistan, when was it, and
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lets look also to the date of his capture, when was it, at the time we will know the length
of his stay in Afghanistan. '

I say the date of his entry to Afghanistan was the end of the sixth month of 2001~ and our
detention date was the twelfth month of 2001-so from his arrival to Afghanistan until the
time of his capture is a period of five months. Among these five months, one month was
full of problems and we didn’t have stable housing or lodging and that’s because we had
the intention.of leaving Afghanistan because of the reason you know, which is war, so we
are left with four months and I would like us to agree with each other that anybody who
come to a strange country needs some time to adjust with the climate and the people, in
particular regarding my son, he hadn’t seen his father in a long time and he came to see
his father and to visit with him and no doubt he needs to spend time with his father so let
us say that he needs one month at least to see his father and spend time with him,
therefore the period is now only three months. So lets say a person who is eighteen years
old, who doesn’t have any background in using weapons and the art of fighting and war,
he came from his country, Syria, to a new country for the first time he steps foot in this
country, and he came to this country with women and children, so how can he become as
you say, a Mujahid member, this is an impossible thing, and the sentence Mujahid
member, the meaning of the first word (member), that he is 2 member of a group out of
many groups, and as we said before, to be a Mujahid member, as you say, he would have
had to participate in some kind of fighting against some kind of enemy. What enemy is
this that my son fought against and he didn’t know the country or the language or the
people and he didn’t have the necessary time to be as you say a Mujahid member. And he
didn’t know anything of these matters we are talking about now, for these talk is not true
and it is unrealistic and I can prove that to you with solid proofs and if you want I can
swear to that and I am ready to do that. Even though I don’t know the people, the

language, and the country.

Observation 1: I would like to inform you that in this country of Syria nobody is allowed
to carry a machine gun, pistol or even a knife that is one finger long and the punishment
for whoever carries this knife is prison for no less than one year and a monetary fine and
for the person who carries a machine gun, the punishment is prison for life. My son, even

. in Syria, never committed any hostile act against anybody and he never carried, or could

carry, anything that could be considered as a weapon, so how could somebody like him
come to Afghanistan and in a very short period of time become Mujahid member? This
talk is not true and unbelievable. And also you can confirm yourselves whether my son is
a fighter or not from his stay in this place for these past three years by looking to his
behavior: If you look into this matter you will see that he was always helpful to the
soldiers and to the interrogators, and he never had any violent fits, or any strong -
reactions, inside or outside the prison, knowing that the psychological pressures that he
was subject to were very very strong, among them the threats, he was threatened by the
soldiers to be killed, him and his family, and the pressure on him for eight months after

they separated him from me during the interrogations, he used to be taken and left in the.

interrogation room for hours without interrogators under the air conditioner, and other
humiliations. In spite of all that, he didn’t do anything against the American authorities,
so if he was a fighter, do you think that under these pressures any human being will keep
quiet? I don’t think so. : o
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Observation 2: His actions prove to anyone in the world that he wasn’t a fighter and I am
going to tell you two stories: The first, one time he was walking and he saw in that '
walking area a piece of metal shaped like a knife, with a length of 20 cm and he gave it
right away to the soldiers and all the people in charge saw that-the junior officer, the
senior officer and the captain-immediately after that, one of the soldiers, instead of
thanking him for this act which saved the lives of many soldiers, he instead threatened to
kill him and said I will cut your head off and cut you to pieces, and after that
immediately, the senior people in charge and the doctors took that soldier from that area
and wrote a report detailing what happened. I am telling you if he was an enemy '
combatant, would you think he would give the soldier a weapon like this that he found, so
I am begging you to judge him fairly, and if you want to be sure, I am asking you after
we are done to go to his behavior file, and after this incident I would like the tribunal
members to look into matters with precision and justice. :

The other story is more dangerous than the first story, that he found a crack by the room
window, it was very big and he immediately informed the authorities and the people in
charge and this room still exists now and you can check out the place the he informed the
authorities about and this room is in # . And one more time, I am
asking you to look into things and words with a Just eye.

Observation 3: Also my son in Syria was successful in his studies and he had only one
year left to graduate, during his stay in Afghanistan, he always wanted to go back to Syria
and he asked me for that to happen as soon as possible so he could finish his studies, but
at the end, I told him just be patient until I save money, and then we will all go to Saudi
Arabia. After that, these problems happened, and I hope this tribunal is the beginning of
the end. And again, I hope that these words will have the desired effect on you and that it
is sufficient and convincing. : :
Note: I am asking you for a copy if his official papers that he entered Afghanistan with,
especially the date of his entry, if you would, for it to be a proof to this story.

The second accusation, in regard to me housing Arab fighters in my house: - _
The answer, in short, to this accusation is that I, before the arrival of my family, I didn’t
have a house, I myself did not own a house, so from this you would assume that I housed
them after the arrival of my family.

You know very well from our official papers that the date of our arrest was the twelfth

- month and the date of my family’s arrival was the sixth month, so finally it can be ‘
completely understood that the incident of 9/11 had not happeried yet, and the war also
had not happened, so it understandable there was no need for housing or lodging before
the war because people needed housing after the war.

After the declaration of war, after. we heard it, we left Kabul to Jalalabad and we left our
house and we left to Jalalabad to save our lives and in this tough period that me and my
family had been through in Afghanistan because of the troubles and the problems that
were created by the war, a person needs a longer period of time to travel from one city to
another, and this takes a long time and many days. From our departure to our arrival to
Jalalabad and getting ourselves ready for the trip to Afghanistan, and our need to find
somebody to take us to Pakistan and to help us on this difficult trip, this act took many
days and after our separation from our family in the first village, and that was in the
second day of Ramadan, and after that the rest of the trip was not continuous, me and my
son, in these days, we went from one village to the other until we got to Pakistan, and our
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situation at the time, if I were to describe it, I would say we were homeless and refugees,

- we ourselves needed somebody to house us in these days and in those villages. In this

time, and through these problems, its clear to you that in the time of war when there were
fighters, its obvious to you that me and my family were homeless, so how could we house
other people. _ :
Neither me nor any member of my family did ever house any Arab or non-Arab fighters.
I didn’t have anything to do with this war, and neither did any member of my family,
directly or indirectly. And we didn’t help any of the fighting factions or non-fighting
factions and I didn’t have any relation and I didn’t see any Arab and I didn’t know
anyone of them and I didn’t house any of them and I didn’t house anyone, period.

Me and my family were new strangers in Afghanistan, we didn’t have any relation with
people or any social relations and the beginning of the war took us by surprise and
destroyed all our hopes and dreams of a better life and we were forced to leave our
possessions from house furniture and work tools to save our lives and to escape death,
knowing that the victims of wars are always the civilians, the innocents, the women and
the children. And finally I swear (illegible line) -

I also swear that I don’t know anyone in Afghanistas except . _
and—. And also if my family is still alive, they will testify, their women and
their men, that nobody in Afghanistan came to our house.

Observation: I would like to tell you that and-never
entered my house even though is my associate and' helped us leave, so
how is it possible that I housed fighters, so this is not true and this is a lie.

The fourth accusation regarding getting my family out: A
In regards to this accusation, I am going to ask the following question and I am going to
answer it. The question is, do you mean by this accusation that this is an accusation
against America or it is an accusation against my family itself because of the great
hardship they suffered because of the beginning of the declaration of the war in
Afghanistan that I didn’t cause in any way?

Answer: If this. was an accusation against America, I am really wondering how getting
my family out, which included women and children, all unarmed, and obviously the did
not train militarily, especially the children, and there were eight of them, the oldest was
fourteen and the youngest was still an infant, so how is it possible for these civilians to
constitute and danger for the great America or any other country and how is it possible
for me mom who is almost seventy years old, how is it possible for this old lady to
present a danger to the great America and how is it possible for people with experience,
like the American authorities, who are responsible for this issue in this place to make my
family travel from Syria to Afghanistan among the accusations? This is a strange thing,
the sound minds will wonder about. And I am asking you to accept what I am saying and
you to see its logic. -

But if getting my family out in itself is an accusation afier the beginning of the war and
after all this hardship and the suffering that my family has endured, I consider that I made
a mistake towards them, because I didn’t know what will happen, if I had known that this
will happen, I assure you I would never have left Syria and I would have accepted my life
there in spite of all the problems and hardships. oL
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The fifth accusation and I am going to start by responding to it, and it is in regards to
being a Syrian citizen. 4 : o

I told you before that the situation in Syria wasn’t good, and my desire was to find a
better life for me and my family and this is a natural desire, which is in every human

~ being and the instinctive urge in a human being pushes him to try to improve himself,
knowing that not all attempts in this matter are successful, yes I left Syria with the desire
for a better life, I went to Afghanistan in a trip that lasted many days, and it was a land
trip and this trip was full of hopes and happy wishes and I left Syria in a legal way and I
didn’t commit any crime in Syria or any other country that will cause me to run away
from my country Syria to any other country, I am not one of those who breaks the law, in
a small or big manner. . '

My passport is with the American authorities, and it is an original passport issues by the
Syrian authorities, and it has all the legal and necessary stamps that allowed me to leave
Syria and to go through Turkey, Iran and then Afghanistan. If you would like me to give
you details about this trip, I am ready to do that.... There was no bad intention in this trip
towards any human being in the world; my only goal from this trip was to find a better
life for my family and myself. ' : .

What is strange, and what makes you wonder, is the presentation of these accusations,
and the need for me to defend myself against something that happened in a legal way and
that that didn’t cause any harm to any human being and that is not considered a crime in
any place in the world, not in this time, nor.in the dark ages. I tried hard to see the point
of view that makes this trip an accusation, but I couldn’t find this point of view.

I am asking you, as you are listening to my words, to agree with me that this is not an
accusation, as it is for most of the other accusations against me, they are not accusations
either. '

Finally, I present my reply to the fact that I left with a Syrian citizenship. I am very ‘
thankful to the person who wrote this accusation for describing this point, for this shows
that the American security authorities attest and confirm to you that I, the accused, have .
used the original travel documents from my country Syria, and I went through Turkey
and Iran, then Afghanistan in an official way and there is nothing in it that is against the
law.

This shows you that I am not wanted, or a terrorist, or from the people that are involved
in terrorist acts, because these kinds of people always use forged documents and they
commit unlawful acts. In the end, this shows you that I was truthful in this particular -
point and in the rest of the accusations in general. And as my documents showed the
truth, so it will be clear to you the truthfulness of my words regarding all the accusations.
The sixth accusation says that I was captured and that I had 100 Saudi Riyals and 3000 or
5000 thousand Pakistani Rupees.

When I left Syria I had money and when I was in Syria I had money and when I was in
Afghanistan I had money and when I left it I had money and when I was kidnapped in
Pakistan I had money, so is the presence of money with a person a crime, for if it is so,
then all human beings are criminals and they are grouped with me in this crime because
they have money. o S

I 'am not one of the rich, and my financial means are limited, but I used to work long -
hours selling food in Afghanistan to make money and this is a normal thing that must be
done in human life and here I am not talking about millions of dollars, and if I had this
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amount you would not find me here and I would not have left my country in the first
place, and also I didn’t even have hundreds of thousands, and if I did have then I would
also have not left my country and I didn’t even have thousands of dollars, but all I had
was a small amount in my view and according to my work and according to Afghanistan,
which I was living in. All that I had in Afghanistan was approximately four thousand
dollars-and that is the amount that I had accumulated after a Iot of work and a lot of
effort, the whole time I was living in Kabul and that is the amount that | supported myself
with, and supported my family with when they came to me. Where is the wonder and
where is the crime here in this matter and how could that be an accusation, that a man
with the responsibility of a big family who has little money, how that could be a crime, I

- do notknow. And it was stated in this accusation that the money I had when I was

captured was 100 Riyals and 3000 or 5000 Pakistani Rupees, this figure is wrong, and the
correct number is 1000 Riyals and 4000 thousand Rupees and this amount altogether
amounts in dollars to approximately ($335) and this is the below the minimum amount
that two people need in similar difficult circumstances that we have been through, my son
and L. _

So I ask you, if I had stayed, my son and I, in these circumstances, without money, and
had been saved, is it better, or if we had stayed without money and we died better. You
have the answer. It is a fact, and among the things that two people cannot disagree on,
that money is the only way to do things like buying stuff and transportation. And only a
crazy person can deny this truth, for I have never heard of someone buying food with dirt,
for example, .

In regards to the existence of Saudj Riyals with me, or the Pakistani Rupees, before I left
I exchanged all my money to Riyals because I was hoping that I will leave, my son and I,
and that we will go to Saudi Arabia. In regard to the Rupees, in Afghanistan, people use
Rupees and Afghani currency and others.

Note: Afghanistan, like any other country, has all other currencies and this is wel] known
by everyone. .. : .
(Illegible line) :

Now you are looking at a prisoner in this camp and without exaggeration, this prison, and
the prisoners in it, are among the most famous prisoners in the world, and this issue took
a very long time and it is one of the most famous issue. Be sure that all my life I’ve never
been detained or imprisoned and I never stood before any tribunal, and this is among the

‘reasons that made my departure easy. A Syrian citizen who wanted to travel must have a

passport and visa to travel. This passport and this visa are not given to criminals, the
wanted and the terrorists and the like. And my passport is in the custody of the American
authorities, and you can verify that and this is clear testimony and evidence from the
Syrian authorities to confirm to you that I am not a criminal or a terrorist or a fighter or
wanted.

I will start by defending my son and myself against this accusation.

In regards to the accusation saying that the detainee escaped from prison, I would like to
confirm to you that this is not true, and I will do that with proof and evidence.

First: When the villagers delivered us, and before they delivered us, they weren’t carrying
any weapons, and they didn’t threaten us with any weapons, and we didn’t present any

resistance, and there were no problems between them and us,
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Second: When we arrived to the prison, and in the Pakistani authority custody, and
behind a lot of walls and bars, we were very heavily guarded, twenty four hours, by the
Pakistani police, we always see a policeman, he never goes away, and we were behind
bars and walls- I am asking a question and I will answer it:

What is easier, to escape from prison, full of police, weapons, walls and bars, or to escape
from the villagers, who didn’t carry weapons, and there were no bars or walls between
them and us. I am sure, 1000 percent, that our escape from the village was easier. Our -
escape from the prison, and the armed police with different kinds of weapons, and we
were behind walls and bars, is difficult and impossible, and this thing didn’t happen at all,
neither with other imprisoned people, nor by ourselves.

Knowing that me and my son, we didn’t try to escape from the village, we didn’t try to
escape from the Pakistani police, we didn’t try to escape from the Pakistani prison, that
means we didn’t try to escape, and we didn’t escape from any place. ’

And also when we were transferred to Kandahar, we didn’t try and we didn’t escape and
also when we came to Cuba, we didn’t try and we didn’t escape, and during the three
years here, everybody knows that no resistance ever came from us against the soldiers, or
that interrogators, or the prisoners and all the soldiers and the interrogators testify that
this is true and that the resistance never happened, but the exact opposite, my son, when
he saw in room .at Camp the breaks in the window screen, he told the soldiers

- and the security forces immediately and we always try to prove our innocence and out

truthfulness.

In regards to the accusation that said that detainees flipped over a car, I am saying in
response to this false talk, that I have a lot of important things to say to defend myself
and my son in regards to these false accusations that is against me and my son in this
tribunal and I am going to divide my talk into three points.

First point: I am asking you officially to review the official reports and the newspapers in -
regards to this incident, there was a lot of talk about it internationally, and this is a known
and documented incident in the newspapers and the media, and after you review it, its _
details, you will know the date this incident happened was in the fourth day in our Fid
(holiday) and I don’t have the means now to tell you the dates in the Roman calendar but
you can find out easily from the press and the media the official reports.

I was with my son in custody in Pakistani prison when this incident happened, when the
villagers delivered us fo the Pakistani authorities, this was the first day of our Eid and it
was in the afternoon and after that prison, the Pakistani authorities took us after putting us
in shackles in another prison and we stayed there about five days and after that a lot of

‘people came to the prison and then the authorities moved all of us to another prison and

this prison was the third for me and my son. The Pakistani military said we were in Kuhat
prison. And after that the authorities who was in the bus and we didn’t know anything at
that time about the bus or anything else related to this incident and after that the Pakistani
authorities took us and told us you were in the bus. We told them the truth, which is we
didn’t know anything about what they were saying. After that they separated me from my -
son.

Second point: After they separated us, they started torturing us to say by force the

sentence that we were in the bus and I was telling them I don’t know anything about the
bus and also my son said so. And whenever one of us refused to say that phrase they
increased the torture until my son’s nose was broken, and he caught many illnesses and I
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caught many illnesses also, until we said that we were in the bus, and in truth we didn’t
know anything about it and after that they reunited us in the prison and after that they put
us with the detainees and after that we learned from the Americans the bus story.

Before delivering us to the American authorities for interrogation, the Pakistani
authorities told us the Americans will take you for only two days and they will bring you
back to us and if you change your story we are definitely going to kill you. After that the
Americans took us, but when we arrived to Cuba we told the Americans immediately
what had happened. : _

Third point: It is the location of the incident and the location of our detention, and I am
asking you-to go back and to make sure through maps of the Pakistan and Afghanistan
borders from all sides and from the Jalalabad side, you will get a clear and honest view of
the impossibility of us being there or participating in this problem, knowing that we
didn’t know which village we were captured in, but all what we know is that we were
captured at the Afghan-Pakistani border on the Jalalabad side, After you will review the
appropriate maps for both areas, the truth will be clear to you and you will see the lies in
this accusation in particular and in all the rest of the accusations in general.

If you want me to swear to this [ am ready and my son is also.

The eighth accusation in regards to getting on the plane in Afghanistan.

This accusationiade me smile’shd laugh and'T would like to s&y to you that is true, yes,
I admit that I and my family got aboard a civilian plane, not a Taliban plane. And I would
like to inform you truthfully that this is the second time in my life and in all my family’s
life and especially the child who is eight months old, I am going to tell you the reasons
for which we got into that civilian plane, but first I would like to tel] you before
mentioning the reasons why I laughed and smiled at this accusation, I am assuring you
that by me smiling at this accusation, I am not ridiculing you or this court, but my smiles
and laughs were because of the feelings that this trip created and my eagermness to take a
plane with my family for the first time and [ am imagining now the faces of the members

- of my family during that trip, some were happy, some were sick and vomited a little, but

the kids enjoyed the trip the most.

In regards to the trip itself, it was from Herat to Kabul and the distance was very long, it
was approximately one thousand (1 000) km. The reasons are, you know very well that
the roads in Afghanistan are very bad and also there are highway robbers and also
traveling by plane is more comfortable and quicker than traveling by car, especially for
me and my family which contained children and women and if we had traveled by land,
they would have suffered great hardship, especially since before their arrival to o
Afghanistan, they had been through a long trip from Syria to Iran and also among the
important reasons for me is that traveling by plane is cheaper than by car. '
These are the reasons that pushed me to travel by plane with my family from this city

. Herat to Kabul. Our only intention to move from one city to another and also to settle in

Kabul, and of course this trip is not part of some conspiracy against the United States,
knowing that we made this trip before the beginning of the war and before the 9/1]
incident.

I assure you that this plane was a civilian one and there was nothing to make us suspect
or think otherwise. The color of the plane was white with blue writing on it and the

- writing was Ariana Afghan, and as we understood, this was the Afghani Airlines

(Lllegible line) »
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I would like to start my defense by asking my audience on this board to look at their
watches if they would and I am not going to ask whoever owns a Casio watch to identify
themselves fearing that he would be accused of this accusation, but I will be satisfied
knowing how many of you own this Casio watch.

I am assuring you that Casio company is well known international in the East and the -
West and I am assuring you all the watches in the world and all the companies make the
same watch, and no two people could argue about this, that all the watches are made to
tell the time, and this is the only thing I know and nothing else, and I am assuring you
that me buying this watch was with good intention and just to tell the time and nothing
else, and I didn’t have any other reason, and if I knew that one day this watch will be
against me, I wouldn’t have bought it in the first place and I would have bought another
brand except for this one, and had [ known that my trip without my watch would have
lessoned my problems, I wouldn’t have worn one in the first place, I would just ask
people around me about the time. I want to add that a lot of people around the world
today own this watch, in Syria, in America, in Saudi Arabia, and all the countries of the
world, and I have seen lots of American soldiers wearing this watch and this is testimony
from all over the world about the quality of this watch and its capabilities and these are
the reasons that caused me to buy it and it is also cheap and it works well for many years,
and you can examine it and when you do that, you will conclude that what | am saying is
true and you will know that [ only bought it for the reasons I mentioned to you.

In the end, if this stays as an accusation against me, then the whole world is my
accomplice in this crime because all of them own this watch, so I am requesting you to
look into this matter if you would. _

Accusation eleven and twelve in which you say first that an old associate said that [ am
part of terrorist parties and second is your saying that I have been identified as part of
terrorist parties also.

As I told you, I tried to immigrate from Syria to Saudi Arabia then I went back to Syria
then I traveled to AF and these two trips were both in 1999 and I was at that time forty
(40) years old and this is not a young age and I have a lot of responsibilities and I had a
house, a wife and three children, and I am the only breadwinner for myself and for them.
My age is not the age of a young man who is free of family attachments who would like
to look for exciting projects or something like that. My trip to Afghanistan was the first
and only time that I set foot on the land of Afghanistan. I didn’t have any prior relation to
Afghanistan and I didn’t even know anything about it before I heard about it on televison,
and I didn’t have any relation with any individual who had a relation with Afghanistan.
When I came to it, my only goal was to work and save money, and nothing else.

I would like to add to this that in my country Syria, that if any individual is known to
have tendencies or relations or any contact with any party or group, he would be subject
to harsh punishments, that could be imprisonment for life, and I am repeating again that
in my short life in Afghanistan I didn’t have any contact or relations with any group or
any party. I was living there as a foreign citizen who is making a living for himself and
his family. ' :

In regards to the one accusation that says there is an old associate who talked about me
and said that I am part of a terrorist party, this talk is not true at all, and it appears to me

* that he made a mistake, and T am asking you to put me in front of this associate for the
second time for him to take a good look at me and to look at my height and my form and
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I hope that after that the truth will come out after the scrutiny and after he looked at me,
for I am sure that this is a mistake, and there is a witness who is my son, that I am not a
part or member of any group or terrorist party or non terrorist for that matter and the both
of us that this is not true and that I am innocent of this accusation and from others and if
you believe this accusation, and the other accusations, you will doing me a great
injustice.

(Line illegible) o

I am wondering one more time, in regards to me leaving Jalalabad in spite of the hard
conditions; could this clear me or is this point going to make me a criminal. If this point
clears me then I am happy for that and I am thankful to the writer of this accusation, and
if this point makes me a criminal then I would like to discuss this with you.

It was said that I am part of a terrorist party. The terrorist as you know, and as the 9/11
incidents proved to you, don’t care about death, on the contrary, they yearn for it. As for
me, I fled hoping to save myself and my family from death and when we fled, we left all
our possessions in Afghanistan, and we had only our civilian clothes that we were
wearing when we left, and our official papers and a little bit of money. We fled from war
and death to save ourselves and the modern history with all its wars shows you and also
the media shows you how the civilians are always the victims of these wars, for they are
the ones who die the most in wars and they are the ones who’s women are displaced and
they are also the ones who’s women are raped and also at the same time you hear the
cries of their children and I would like you to imagine for a moment the scene of me, my
son and my old mother and the rest of my family in that terrible time and those harsh
moments, how the look of each of us was. We didn’t have a home to house us; we didn’t
have anybody to help us despite what I told you in the first accusation. People abandoned
us and we were looked at as merchandise that could be bought and sold. I am asking you,
is this picture in your judgment the picture of terrorists or is it the picture of refugees
fleeing, in fear for their lives.

The third accusation is that I am a Mujahid member of (illegible) ’

To tell you the truth, that me and my son, we left talking about this accusation at the end
and the reason for that is that really, we didn’t know, neither me nor my son, how to
defend ourselves against this accusation,

What happened to my son and me is not a fictitious story or a one of Hollywood’s
movies. It is the bitter truth that we lived through, my son and I. And you see me now in
front of you in my orange clothes and the shackles in my hand and I cant drink from a

~ cup if I wanted and I cant go to the bathroom and I cant even tumn these easy pages that I -

am trying to defend myself and my son with. I have nothing, I was robbed and everything
was taken from me and I am asked after all this to prove my innocence. The person that
gave you these accusations to address to me, he was sitting on a chair, drinking some hot
coffee and he had everything he needed to make his job easy, and it took him and it took
other interrogators three years to prepare and present these accusations and perhaps he
was talking to himself and to the others, should we put this accusation or not, maybe they
said, there is no harm, we have plenty of paper and ink is cheap and one more accusation
will not hurt us and maybe it will accomplish what we wanted to indict this person. I
would like to ask how much of their time did it take to write these accusations and how

long the work they did took and I don’t know if they thought of words that are in my
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point of view among the most beautiful words, like truth-justice-fairness-honesty-or if
they didn’t think of them. ' '
I am telling you simply that I am not a Mujahid member and neither is my son, and I
showed you before that my field of work is food and I showed you how I brought my
family to Afghanistan to live a better life. Every human likes to improve his work and
live with his family a happy life and I mentioned to you before that I don’t know anybody
in Afghanistan except andb '

I am saying one more time and I am asking how could a person like me be a Mujahid
member against the United States and its allies even though I arrived in Afghanistan
before the beginning of the war and before the incident of 9/11. I wish I had tangible
evidence I could present to you to show the truth and I would have loved also if you
could have seen me preparing my food and selling it and I would have loved if you had
seen me saving money, little by little, to bring my family, and they came as you know
before the beginning of the war. I wish that you had seen me 'working, like I said, so that
you yourselves would clear me from this accusation and the rest of the accusations.

In the end, I don’t have anything tangible to present to you except my son’s testimony or
my family’s, if they are still alive. I swear to you that I am not from Al-Qaeda, or Taliban
or any terrorist party or a Mujahid member. -
At the end of this session before I finish my statements I would like to ask you if you
have any questions regarding what I have said, [ am ready to answer.

My thanks to everyone in this session, including the member, the translators and others,
and I thank especially the personal representative, and thank you all for listening, -
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