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Sex offenders file · lawsuit against state officials 
. Plaintiffs: ,Rights 
injrzngedupon 

By laura Maggi 
Sta/fwriter 

People who must register 
as sex offenders because they 
were convicted of engaging in 
oral sex for money filed a law
suit against state officials 'lUes
day night, arguing the require- , 
ment is unconstituUonaland 
discriminatory. , 

Only in Louisiana cq,n people 
comi ded of selling their bod
ies be r~quired to register as a 
sex offender, according to the 
lawsuit filed by the Center for 
Constitutional Rights. The nine 
plaintiffs include women fi-om 
New Orleans and the surround
ing areas, as well as traJ')Sgender' 
women and a man. . 

The r ,egistration require
ment only affects people 'pros~ 
ecuted under the state's crime 
against nature by solicitation law, 
which is used when a person is 
accused of engaging in oraloy 
anal sex in exchange for money. 

People convicted of prostitution, distinction ; there is just a long 
which includes any sex act, aren't his tory of. distaste for certain 
required to register. District ,sexual acts, homophobia and 
attorney offices often choose to discrimination," . 
prosecute people accused of sell" The lawsuit was filed against 
ingvaginal sex under the prollti- state and local officials, including 
tution law, while using the crime Governor Bobby' Jindal, Attor
against nature law to prosecute ney General Buq.dyCaldwell aIld 
oral or anal sex for money. New Orleans Police Superinten-

The lawsuit, filed by tbe' Cen- . dent Ronal Serpas. A spokes
ter for Constitutional Rights and woman for Caldwell said the 
Loyola University's law clinic, office cannot comment because 
asks the court to find the regis- they haven't seen the lawslJit. 
tration requirement unconsti- Kyle Plotkin, a spokellman for 

. tutional betause it 'Qiolates the Jindal, said "we expect the Attor
plaintiffs' equal protection and ney GeneraI' to defend the laws of 
due process rights. The groups Louisiana in court." 
also argued'it constitu,tes cruel The 'lawsuit was filed anony- . 

, and unusual punishment. mously but describes the difficul-
Alexis Agathocleous, an attor- ty the plaintiffs have experienced . 

ney with the Center for Constitu- obtaining work and finding hous
tional Rights, called the legal dis- ing because they are regllitered 
tinction between prostitution and sex offenders. In Louisiana, the . 
crime against nature "archaic driver's license of a registered 
and discriminatory" Wednesday sex offender is inscribed with 
in front of New Orleans' federal those words in bright orange let
court . Louisiana's laws' crimi- ters. Registered sex offenders 
nalizing certain sexual acts as a appear in a state database' and 
"crime against nature" predate must.notify neighbors of their 
statehood, found in law books, legal status. 
dating back to 1805, according to In New Orleans, 36 percent 
the lawsuit. of the people registered as sex 

'!This distinction is indefen- , offenders are on the registry 
sible and unconstitutional, ~' , because of a crime against nature 
Agathocleous said. "There is no conviction, 
public safety rationale for this The label of sex offender often 

keeps people froin being able to 
access drug treatment or 'domes
tic violence services, said Deon 
Haywood, director of Women 
With A Vision, a New Orleans 
non-profit organization, which , 
works with women who face this 
problem. 

In a phone conference call, 
a trans gender woman called 
Ev.e Doe in the lawsuit said 
she turned to' prostitution after 
being kicked out of her childhood 
home. Even though her last con
viction.for crime against nature , 
dates'to 1998, she must register 
as a sex offender, a label that has 
prevented her from getting into 
drug treatment facilities. 

"I've worked ver.y hard to 
change my life and would like 
some reprieve," she said. 

The lawsuit describes other 
plaihtiffs who have been tossed 
out of homeless shelters, had 
rocks thrown through their win
dows and spent hundreds of dol
lars notifying neighbors of their 
offense status. 

Louisiana is the only state 
that has separate laws depend
ing on what ~ind of sex acts a 
prostitute tries to sell, a~cording , 
to the lawsuit. 

The Legislature in t he last 
session changed the penalties for 

crime against nature by solici
tation to make the flrst offense 
a misdemeanor:, which matches 
the potential sentence for first
offense, prostitution. Previously, 
a first conViction of crime against 
nature was a felony. . 

But while a person convicted 
of prostitution is never r equired 
to register as a sex offender , 
a defendant convicted repeat
edly of crime against nature by 
solicitation - which at the sec
ond offense becomes a felony -
would have to register, accord" 
ing to the lawsuit. Plus, people 
who were convicted once of crime 
against nature befoi'elast year, 
when the law was changed; still 
must remain on Louisiana's sex 
offender registry. 

Chris Bowman,a spokesman 
for Orleans Parish District Attor
ney Leon Cannizzaro, said the 
office generally will charge new 
cases of prostitution or crime 
against nature as a mst-offense 

misdemeanor, even if defendants 
have prior offenses. Bowman 
said that will mean that defen
dants with multiple convictions of 
first-offense crime against nature 
will llot have to register as sex 
offenders. ' . , . 

With the exception of crime 
against nature, all of the other 
offenses that require reglstration 
as a sex offender in 'Louisiana 
involve some kind of force coer-. . .' 
CIOn, or explOitation of a minor 
according to the lawsuit. Thes~ 
offenses include - for example 
- rape, aggravated kidnapping 
of a child or prostitution of a per
son ,under 17. ' 




