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Khalid Skaykh Muhammad; Presminent .
Source On Al-Qa‘ida (BIANTY

Stuce his Mareh 2003 captare, Khalid Shaykh Muhsmmed (K8M), the
driving force behind the 11 September attacks a3 well as several
subsequent plots sgainst US and Wastern targets worldwide, has
become one of the US Government's key sources on'al-Qs‘ida, Asa
detaines, he has provided that have shed Hght on
al-Qe‘ida’s strategic dootring, plots and probable targots, key operatives,
and the likely methods for sttacke in the US homeland, leading to the
disruption of several plots against the United States,

* Information from KSM has not only Wuﬂy expanded our univerge
of knowledge on al-Qu'ida’s plots but has provided leads that sgsisted
directly in the apture of other §Iozists, includ JeIslamiya

R /DF

KSM steadfastly maintains that his overriding priority was bo strike
the United States but says that immediately after 11 Soptember b

rmmmu&uom.m-m-mwmﬁmwumwﬁw

because of new security measures, Ay & result, KS_M"n p}otsagainatﬂxe

plot to fly & bijacked plane into the tallost building on the US Wast Coast
andap!anhemdd-Qa‘idaogmﬁvemdUS ¢itizen Joge Prdills to set off
borabé in high-rise spartment buildings in a US city, M

* CIA assesses that KSM has revealed ut feast the brosd outlines of the
3¢t of terrorist attacks upon which he and his Heutenants focused
from about 1999 until his detondon four years later. We fudge that

~ K8M has heen gensrally accurate because his information tends to

be consixtent, and much of it has'been corroborated by fellow
detalnees and other reporting,







Khalid Shaykh MuMd:
Preeminent Source On Al-Qa‘ida

What KSM Has Told Us (AF
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It will taks yoare to determine definitively all the

+ plots in which KSM was involved and of which he

was gware, but our extensive debriefings of various
KSM Usutensnts since sarly 2003 suggest that he hag
divulgad ot least the broud outlines of his network's
most significant plots againat the United States and

subsequent plots agalnst  clsewhere in his rolo a5 al-Qa‘ida's chief of
US and Western targets  operations outside Afghapistan:
worldwide, hay become,
sitice hiz eapture in o Swriking thy United Seasas, ite KSM's
March 2003, a key easeztion that & powt11 September attack in the
intélligencs soures for United States would be diffieult because of mare
- the US Government on siringent security moagures, he hag admitted
: al-Qatida’s plots and batehing 8 plot in late 2001 to use Jemash Islemiya
pervonalities, Debrisfings sincs his dotantion have () operatives to crash & hijacked airliner into the
! reports that have shed light on the tallest building oo the US. West Coast. From-iate
iy 1 [+~ s y and location of 2001 untl early 2003, XSM also conceived several
31-Qz'ids aperatives, and affiliated terrorist low-level plots, iucluding n sarly 2002 plan to
8 and networks, He hws provided send &l-Qa‘ids operative and US citizen Jose
probtio g, it Bttt o, buigs i smurapertot e
probable targets, of striking vach target i in an vaapecified mgfor US city aod an
set, and likely methods of nttasks inside the United early 2003 plot to employ & network of
Stzlea. ' Paldgtanis—~instuding Tymm Farls and Majid
Khuna-to target gas stations, raikroad tracks, snd
o KSM has aleo provided in considereble detail the the Brooklyn Bridge in Now York., XSM has also

traity and profiles that al-Qa'ida soughs in Westemn
&11 3 2N :

. * In addition, KSM has given ug insight inte how
2-Qa'ida might conduct surveiliance of potentiaf
tazge1s in the United States, how it rmight

.t
-t

. olaims that be

spoken at length about operative Js'far al-Tayyar,
admitting (et l-Qa‘ida had taiked al-Tayyar to
case specifio targets in Now York City in 2001,

» Attacky in Asia, Burope, the Middle East. During
2000-2001, KSM plotted attacks against US and
other tirgets in Southeast Asia using ul-Qa‘ids and
Tl operatives, but afier the 11 September attacks he

regardad JT operatives us a

resource for bls plots against targsts in Rurope and




o Using ks ™o Implicars
8 Sulaat in CBRN Plotting |
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program.

¢ In response to questions shout al-Qa‘ida’s
cfforts ta sequire WMD, KSM reveslcd hs bad
met three {ndividuals involved In sl-Qa‘ida's
pro) to produce anthrax. He e to
havmulm-hnonécﬂy. that m this
information alesdy, given that ane of the
threg—Yuzid Qufuat—Bad been in forvign
sustody for several manths before KSM's arrest
for unrelated tarorist activity.

" Whet contronted 8t tio biformation providsd
oy RIM, Yazid, whe hid eoess i fress
mpzimﬁmmotm?m

the United Starss. KSM took a robust role in
directing and assisting operations durtag 2002 and
carly 2003, including overseeing the Heathrow Plot,
providing money to Hamhali for tertoristplots in -
Baat Agla, and womaﬁing attacks egainst US
titgols in Sendi Arabia. Ho has also revealed
details of the l-Qa'lda botubing of the Diesba
synagogue in Tunisia in April 2002 and his role in
this attack. .

* Historieal Plots. KSM has been one of the primary

satircea on ynderstanding how the 11 Septembar
attacks were conceived, planned, and sxscuted.
szKSdemmmgwoftbeu&mmbar
plot, he olaimg to lack knowledge of many aspects
of the auack’s plinning end executon becsuse Bin
Ladin and his decoased dep Mubammad ‘AHf

the United States, KSM also has provided » fair
amount of detail on the 1994-95 “Bojinka
Plot—fumulated along with his nephew Remel
Youssf—in which they consplred to explode in
midair 8 dogen UB.flagged sirlinera over the Pacific
Ocean. (3% P

'Kmmwadmimdmawh'hﬁtzbombingbyn
operatives of nightclubz in Buli in Gotober 20m;
Harabali olaims that bo fnanced these bambings from
%mmbymmmbmm
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KSMs Rolodex A Boon For Operations ;smﬁ

KSM's decade.long cereer an  terroriat, during
which he met with & broad range of Islemic
extremiats from around the world, has inade him s
key source of information on mumerous al-Qa‘ida
operatives and other mujahidin, He has provided
imtelligence that has lad directly to the oxpture of
operatives or-fleghed out our understanding of the
sctivitiss of important detainees, which In turn
assipted in the debriefings of these individuals.

Similarly, information that RSM
provided to us ¢n Majid Khen In
the spring of 2003 was the crucial
fixst Iink i the chain that led ug 1o

& | inAugust 2003 tnd more than s
Py | dozen Southeast Axian operetives
slated for attacks sgainst the US
bomeland, KSM told us about Khan's rols in
delivering $50,000 in Deoermbar 2002 to operatives
usoofated with Hambali,

¢ In an example of how information from one
dcﬂsambemedindebﬁeﬁngmﬁx&detﬂm
in 8 “bullding-block” process, Khan—who had
been detained in Palistan in early 2003—was
confronted with KSM's information sbout the
money and acknowledged that he dttlvered.ﬂm
morey o an operative numed “Zubatr” Khag ulso

provided Zubair's physical description and contact
number, Based on thet information, Zubair was
captured In June 2003,

-dbkumgdeweﬁnga.mm worked

' building on the US West Cosst.
%’meﬂw

and ak-Qu‘lds aseociste Hambali -

‘seone /SRR s o1

© Next, KSM—when explicitly quered on the
issus—identifiod Himbali's brother, ‘' Abd al-Hedi

* Bringing the stoty full ¢ircle, ‘Abd al-Hadi
identified & cell of I operatives—some of them
pilots—whom Hemball had sent to Karachi for
posaible al-Qa‘ida operations. When conflonted.
with his brother’s rovelations, Hambali sdmitted
that hs was grooming members of the cell for US
operatictis—at the behest of KSM-~probably zs
putot‘KSM’lpluuoﬂséhijwbd‘ planes into the
talls Wi
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KSM's Information Ssems Credible. .,

o Shortly sher hg captury, KSM
willing to divolge imibed informaticn,
Heathrow plot
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Appendix: Blography of Khalid
Shaykh Muhammad Xsm) ()

Khalld Shaykh Muhammsd (KSM) was bom on
24 April 1968; his father, & cleric wha disd in
1969.nwwdtoanaiulongwi:hcﬁu:8duchi
reletives from lran In the 19503 and easly 1960s,
when largs numbers of migrants traveled to the
Gﬂfmgionﬁedmuthamﬁmwmdmube
edvantege of the oil boom, In o lengthy
autobiogrephical statoment made afiat his capture,
KSM notod that he hed 8 robellious streak from
childhood; he olsimed thay in grads solwwol, he and
his nephew, World Trade Conter bomber Ramsd

You:of,bxedownﬂml{nwniﬁﬂagfrmtheﬁ ‘

school. Hemomwdthnhejohed&smﬁlx; MRS B
Btoﬁmhooduamaerumwcpmsionot i stated is contacts with Ameri while

defianoe against the secular world he saw around gehm.mm-ﬁm&m-wlmﬂmm

him, ‘ ' was 8 debauched and racist country,

'haddiﬁnnmkamziYmﬁamﬂmﬁw graduating A&T in 1986 with
mhdvaofKSanuxorim,ﬁwmmmmble ) ';ﬁmwﬁ&"ﬁg&@ KSM:aid
of whain are nephew 'Ali ‘Abd tl-Aziz ‘A that he traveled ts Afhanistan o participate in
(cka. 'Ammar), & key facilitator for th . N the fighting egairst the Soviot Army there, He
11 stated that most of his time in Afghanistan ok

¢ Wi

thisp«iodw eote
mmjm S

KSM also has identifisd the terrorist activities of

> b1y his pephow Ramzl Yousef, ﬂonsml.hh anger at
- the US Gavemmeat's support of &8 playing
Ks»t:lnnimdnnd'negnﬁvwexperi@cgahﬂw & pivotal role in his deciston to engage in terrorism
United States—which included s brief jul stay against the United States. In 1992, KSM sxys he
becanse of unpaid bills—almost cem!nly'bnlped provided sbout §1,000 to help fund Yousst's
Propel hirm om bis path to become 8 terorist, KSM. bombing of the World Trads Ceater, adding that
W,mhgj;fhgnu&wgwﬁh;w% g+ Do wusimpressed by the ease with which his
attending North Caro niversity, } the United States.
g bls e ssvocinied o nephew wag abls t operate in the U

- with fellow hlmhtm&omthgmd&zsm




He then joined Yousef in the Philippines in 1994
16 plen ths “Bojlnks” Plot—the simultansous
bombings of a dozen US-flagged commercial
airliners over the Pacific, .

© After the Bojinks plot was digrupted td Yousef
Was caught in easly 1995, KSM escaped but was
y indicted in the United States for his

role In tha plot and went ints hiding.

l” v

While preparing the Bojinka , Yousst and
KSdeod!kmwdmmil:t&thgphnuu
mhailumattihwgoummcvnibdsm

- insluding the White Houss and the Centrat

Intelligence Agency, KSM says that, in"1956, he

+ expanded the Ides of using planes 25 missilas by

ul-Qa’ide’s Media Committee mud oversaw
offorts during 2000-2001 o work with Bsst
Asizn Jemzeh Islamiya (17) operatives to lsunch
terrorlat tiacks In Southoust Asis agatngt US and
Inraeli tasgets.

* KSM has stated that he intentionally did not

swear bay ‘ak (4 pledge of loyalty) to Bin Ladin -
unt] after September 2001 80 that he could have

conoeiving of £ HISTof Fijacking ten siriners to
SOYRly tareels on both cossty of the
United States, (%78 B TN

KSM traveled 1o Afghantxtan in the mid-1990% 1o
gtindaewppottofvmain.mmmﬁmeby
hop@dxllyobuhmmommwymmdiu
the operation. The al-Qs‘ids Jeader ot firgt
demurred but chinged hia mind in Ite 1999 and
provided RSM operatives and funding fora
scaled-down version of his hijacking operation,
This planning culminated in the 11 Septembor
attacks,

o

» Beforc September 2001, KSM v neither 2

forrhal member of al-Qa4ds nor a member of itg
lesderthip counsil, but in addition 1o managing

. the il Septamber operstion, he headad

ignored g decipiot by tE al-QE A leadership to
¢sucel the 11 Sopterber attucks,

After late 2001, the callapse of the Taliben regime,
thg dlaperal of El-Qa’ida’s hedmrhig;c and the

. préstige asgocinted with

ltsepmmbaaﬁchmhinedmpmpelKSM
into the role of operations chief for el-Qa‘ida
around the world,

® KSM atated that he had plarmed & second wave
of hijacking attacks even before September 2001
but ahified his sim from the United States to the
United Kingdom becasse of the United States”
post-11 September socurity posture and the
British Government's strong support for
Washington’s global war on terror.
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Ohaddwonmmmpﬂngmpmpm&isw-uﬁed -Alﬁmushhewumpomﬁ;leﬁwoymﬁond

“Heathrow Plof"—in whieti he planned b ha plotting, KSM statad that during mast of 2002,
multiple aircraft attack Heathpow Alrpoet anid he spent conziderable tims managing the

other targets in the United Kingdom—K5M altg movement and housing of operatives and thair
lmchedauumbcrot‘plou agingt the United fumnilies from Afghanistan 1 Pakigtan and then

States, onwards w the Middle Hegt, W‘







