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11 Years and Counting: Profiles of Men Detained at 

Guantánamo 
 

 

Name and Internment Serial Number (ISN) Citizenship 

 

Shaker  Aamer  (ISN 239) Yemen 

 

Umar Abdulayev (ISN 257) Tajikistan 

 

Ahmed Abdul Aziz (ISN 757) Mauritania 

 

Abu Zubaydah (ISN 10016) Palestinian Territories 

 

Ahmed Ajam (ISN 326) Syria 

 

Mohammed al-Adahi (ISN 33) Yemen 

 

Sa’ad Muqbil Al-Azani (ISN 575);  

Jalal bin Amer (ISN 564) and Suhail Abdu Anam (ISN 569) Yemen 

 

Ghaleb al-Bihani (ISN 128) Yemen 

 

Ahmed al-Darbi (ISN 768) Saudi Arabia 

 

Mohammed al-Hamiri (ISN 249) Yemen  

 

Sharqawi Ali al-Hajj (ISN 1457) Yemen 

 

Sanad al-Kazimi (ISN 1453) Yemen 

   

Musa’ab al Madhwani (ISN 839) Yemen 

 

Hussain Almerfedi (ISN 1015) Yemen  

 

Saad Al Qahtani (ISN 200) Saudi Arabia 

 

Abdul Rahman Al-Qyati (ISN 461) Yemen 
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Ali Hussein al-Shaaban (ISN 327) Syria 

 

Djamel Ameziane (ISN 310) Algeria  

 

Tariq Ba Odah (ISN 178) Yemen 

 

Ahmed Belbacha (290) Algeria 

 

Jihad Dhiab (ISN 722) Syria 

 

Fahd Ghazy (ISN 26) Yemen 

 

Saeed Mohammed Saleh Hatim (ISN 255) Yemen 

 

Obaidullah (ISN 762) Afghanistan 

 

Mohamedou Ould Slahi (ISN 760) Mauritania 

 

Mohammed Tahamuttan (ISN 684) Palestinian Territories 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* The following profiles are intended to provide the Commission with personal 

information about the men at Guantánamo because the United States will not grant the 

Commissioners access to the prisoners themselves. The information has been taken from 

phone calls, letters, or in-person interviews.  None of the information herein has been 

deemed "classified" by the U.S Government. Where possible, original source material 

has been included (usually transcribed for ease of reading). 



 
 
 

 

Shaker Aamer 
ISN 239 

 
Citizenship: Saudi Arabia 

 
Detained Since: February 2002 

 

 
 



Shaker Aamer
Shaker Aamer, born in 1968, is the last British resident in Guantá-
namo. He grew up in Saudi Arabia with four siblings, but his parents 
divorced when he was a child and, after his father remarried, his step-
mother was unkind to her new family. At the age of seventeen, Shaker 
left home, traveling first to America, where he stayed with a family he 
knew in Saudi Arabia, and then around Europe and the Middle East.

Shaker eventually moved to London, where he met his wife-to-be and 
was soon married. The couple has four children, although the young-
est, Faris, was born in 2002, after Shaker was seized and sent to Guantánamo, and, as a result, he has never 
seen his father. While in London, Shaker worked as an Arabic translator for the solicitor who advised him 
on his immigration case, and, as his lawyers at the legal action charity Reprieve have explained, “Shaker is 
a natural leader who is known for his concern for others … Helping refugees put Shaker where he loved to 
be—as counsel, listening and advising. But in the end, it was his dedication to the welfare of others that led 
to his detention in Guantánamo Bay.”

In June 2001, he traveled to Afghanistan with his family to establish a girls’ school and to pursue well dig-
ging projects for an Islamic charity. He lived in Kabul, and was joined by his friend, British national Moaz-
zam Begg (who was also held at Guantánamo, but released in January 2005) and his family. 

After the U.S.-led invasion began, in October 2001, Shaker made sure that his family escaped to safety in 
Pakistan, but, fearing that he would be seized, because Arab men could be sold for bounties, he took shelter 
with an Afghan family. However, Afghan soldiers took him from the house where he was staying, and, for 
two weeks, he was sold to various groups of soldiers, who accused him of killing their leader and beat him 
mercilessly. 

Shaker was then driven out of Kabul with four other men and, fearing that he was about to be executed, was 
relieved when he was handed over to U.S. forces. However, when he was taken to Bagram Airbase at the end 
of December 2001, he was immediately subjected to terrible abuse. For nine days, he was deprived of sleep 
and denied food, and he lost 60 pounds in weight. He was also drenched with freezing cold water on a regu-
lar basis, and this, combined with the effects of the Afghan winter, caused his feet to become frostbitten. 
Despite his suffering, he was chained for hours in positions that made movement unbearable, his frostbitten 
feet were beaten, and he was refused painkillers. 

As a result of his torture, Shaker began to say whatever his U.S. captors wanted, whether it was true or not, 
and only then was he sent to Guantánamo, arriving in February 2002. Throughout his imprisonment, how-
ever, Shaker has stood up for the rights of his fellow prisoners, and in summer 2005, when a prison-wide 
hunger strike began after a prisoner was assaulted during an interrogation, Shaker was part of six-man 
Prisoners’ Council, who were briefly allowed to negotiate improvements in living conditions. 

However, promises made by the authorities were soon broken, and when the hunger strike resumed in Sep-
tember 2005, Shaker was placed in solitary confinement, where he spent at least a year and a half. He was 
told in 2007 that he was cleared for release, but although the British government requested his return to the 



U.K. in 2007, negotiations with the U.S. apparently ceased in December 2007.

In 2010, after a new coalition government came to power in the U.K., ministers promised to raise Shaker’s 
case with the Obama administration. However, Shaker is still being held, even though it recently became 
apparent, in a letter to Congress by four British Members of Parliament, that he was cleared for release at 
least two years ago, when President Obama’s interagency Guantánamo Review Task Force issued its report 
on the prisoners. 

In November 2011, Clive Stafford Smith, Reprieve’s director, visited Shaker, and, on departure, wrote a 
letter to the British foreign secretary William Hague listing numerous physical ailments that Shaker suf-
fers from—a list that has just been cleared through the U.S. censorship process—and calling for an end to 
the excuses preventing Shaker’s release. The British government has said it wants Shaker back and the U.S. 
government has said that it wants to release him; therefore, it is difficult not to conclude that Shaker is still 
held because he knows too much, not only about the many injustices of Guantánamo, but also about two 
particularly disgraceful episodes.

The first episode involves Shaker’s claims that he was tortured by U.S. forces in Afghanistan, while British 
agents were in the room. This is a claim that was aired in a British court two years ago, and led to disclosures 
being made to U.S. counsel concerning this abuse. The second involves his claim that, in Guantánamo, on 
June 9, 2006, he was tortured by unidentified U.S. intelligence agents, on the same evening that three other 
prisoners died. The deaths of those three men were described by the authorities as a coordinated suicide 
pact, but in January 2010, Harper’s Magazine published an article by the lawyer and journalist Scott Horton, 
drawing on statements made by soldiers serving in Guantánamo at the time, which cast profound doubts 
on the official story, in which Shaker’s account was also significant.
 




