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Dear Mr. Poe:

United Stales Department of Slale

WashinglOn, D. C. 20520

,DEC,-J lOKi

Thank you for your June 17 letter to President Obama regarding Israel's
interdiction of the M/V Mavi Marmara on May 31,2010. The Department of State
has been asked to respond on the President's behalf.

The United States has consistently opposed initiatives that pre-judge Israel's
actions, such as the flawed investigation into the Flotilla incident that was
mandated by the UN Human Rights Council (HRC), and have made our views in
this regard very clear in the HRC and other international bodies. With regard to
the Marmara incident, we welcomed UN Secretary General Ban ki-Moon's
establishment of a panel to receive and review the Israeli and Turkish
investigations of the incident, as well as the decision by Israel and Turkey to
cooperate with that paneL The Government ofIsrael took an important step
forward with the creation of the Turkel Commission, which is now in the midst of
an independent inquiry. The Commission was mandated to look into the actions
undertaken by Israeli forces on May 31, 2010.

Rest assured that the bond between the United States and Israel is
unbreakable, As President Obama stated on July 6, "it encompasses our national
security issues, our strategic interests, but most importantly, the bond oftwo
democracies who share a common set of values and whose people have grown
closer and closer as time goes on," Israel's right to exist, and to defend itself, is
not negotiable.

We deeply regret the tragic loss of life and injuries suffered among those
involved in the incident aboard the Gaza-bound ships. We will continue to work
closely with the Government ofIsrael and the Palestinian Authority, along with
international NGOs and the UN, to provide adequate access for humanitarian
goods, including reconstruction materials, through the border crossings, while
bearing in mind the Government of Israel's legitimate security concerns. The
Administration has also exerted significant diplomatic efforts to ensure that

The Honorable
Ted Poe,

House of Representatives.
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subsequent humanitarian flotillas bound for Gaza use existing mechaoisrns to
deliver humanitarian aid to protect [srael's security.

If we can assist you further on this or any other issue, please do not hesitate
to contact us.

Sincerely,

r<:~ R,LL---
Richard R. Verma
Assistant Secretary
Legislative Affairs
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IPS:

DEPARTMENT OF STATE CONGRESSIONAL
CORRESPONDENCE TASKER

~~,
IPS CONTROL#H201 0 ()J;J;;l)=:.C!2'( ACTION BUREAU:

DATE:
';Ht~ 2e ?(11~1

_X__SUBSTANTIVE ___,CONSTITUENT

_X_IMAGE ENTIRE DOCUMENT ,IMAGE ONLY FIRST __PAGES

BUREAU:

BUREAU ACTION REQUESTED: RESPOND TO ccu 2DAYS FROM: _

.-V' REPLY FOR SIGNATURE BY Richard R. Verma, ASSISTANT SECRETARY,
~LEGISLAnvE AFFAIRS

____ADDRESS ENVELOPE TO DISTRICT OFFICE

____DIRECT REPLY TO CONSTITUENT BY OFFICE DIRECTOR WITH COPY TO
CONGRESSIONAL OFFICE. PHONE 7-1608 WHEN COMPLETED

____,FYI ONLYINO RESPONSE NECESSARY

x :::~:F::~::AiA'!IfiEA~rrq/
FOR GUIOANACEJINFORMATION ON FORMATTING CONGRESSIONAlS SeE:
http://d'plooedill,state,aovlindex.php?titJe=BureauofLegis/.'veAffairsReferenceDocuments'Yellow Borde'

Due Date-i'T-' '{+-J.L__

....BUREAUS MUST MAKE TRANSFERS OF ACTION DIRECTLY WITH RECEIVING BUREAU'S FRONT
OFFICE. The CCU has a Itsting of contacts. PLEASE NOTIFY CCU 7·1608 OF ALL TRANSFERS OF

ACTION·..•
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FROM: Richard R. Verma (H)

Recommendation

_____ For the Secretary's
signature to the __bureau

____-,-Tasked to the1LJbureau for
signature byRic~R. Verma
Assistant Secretary

_____ Provide copy ofR signed
response

COMMENTS:
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llCong£es5 of t1)e ~nifell ~late5

j\)DU5C Df Rcprr5,ntaribEll
ii!l4stJin(Jtll!'t. :m€: 205l5-4302

June)7,2010
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V ;

0
. -

'";.5 N

ThePr~t

The White House!'
Washington, DC 20500

Dc"r Mr. Pre$cident:

W~"rf! writinl.to eltJlft'ss our StTOt'll Support for lsraers rich! to defMd Itse.tf. We-bf:lIeve'thilt it is in1:ht
nat!oJ\al sectirity.lnt,erest of the! United States to unequivocally reltcflle that the' Uh!ted StatesSLiJ.!lds
behInd its lOngtime fMend <Ind ally. FlJrTtu~(. \/rtf: ofV' you to remain sllildfast In the delClue.of Israt:/ln
me face of I~ InternatIonal community's rush 10 lInfairly judgfl! and condemn fsr.elln Intemationlll for.
'LIth ilS the United Natiof\S Security Co\inciL we urge you to continue 10 use U,S. Influe:ncc and, it
necessary, veto powt'l'to pre.vent any tliued orone-sided resolutions (rom passIng.

On May 31, after" repeated .....arnings, Isr.eli (orees inlf«~pted I flolih attempting to br'eak through Its
fl.v.1 blQ("kade of G.lll. The blockade 01 G", was instituted 10 slop ten-orlsts from smula':ling wQapons
mto Gua to murder Innocent civilians. 51rw-t lsrurs dlsenf:llll~mentfrom G.za In 2005, HamilS has fired
rllOj'"e than 10,O(X) rockets ilnd mortars OIl Isrilers civil!;)n population. Ac.knowledging tl\e seriousness 01
the p4"ob~m,EJypt also initiated its own b'lockarle 0' Gata along the R,n.h croulng In 2007.

Over the course of its blockade,.lsra!::l; fo~ces hive diverted nine such f1otllhts, all without IncIdent. Tho
saml! was h"ue-for'flve oft~ SIX ships in Ihls Ilotillol. They wert! commllnde'6red peacefully and.directed
to th·., Isrileli part of I\Sh~od. HowC'VlIr, those aboard the lariest ship, Mavl Marmara, violently resisted.
As dralllalic video depicts, the Pllssenllt'f'5 on the,shlp aU.cked IsrUli,sqldlers with clubs, metal rods.
and Iron bars as they anempted to bo1lrd tne ship. Tile ~oldiers were brutally beilten aocl one even
thrown off thE' top dE'ck:With their lives threatened, israeli forces used neo;essary force a$ an Ict ohelf·
defense and of l,lSf resort.

Ih~ SI!\lerotJ dOll!n who "Hacked the Israeli soldiers we.re not p'ea~fuI8idwo'*.ers, bl,lt extremiSts who
$OllRht to aiel the ll'lm-biu:ked ten.otist H.:ImilS regIme in Gaza, Davs before. as bro.dcast on i1~Jazeera,

thev proc.lal"",",d their willingneu t.o be martyrs for-ttle destruction of Israel, reveOiIirlf: a sinister clement
QI premeditillecl viOlence. Furthermore, as confirmed by the S~le Depilnment a"d intelllgencr 8yncieS
"round the'world, the Tundsh aid group Ihat sent alit the flotilla, lnsani YardJm Vilkfi (IHH), has met wilh
senior offICials of recognIzed tenonn groups over the 1ast tll~ ve.rs.

If the fl011l1;J ~s !flJly intent on brinBlng aid to ~13, it could nave done that. Israeli officials repeatedly
offered their ports to h3rbor the $hips ;)nd disperse the.id so t~t it would not BO Into~ hands of
corrupl H,mas ofl'rcials but direClly to tf'e people liv~ in G'llI, Bio'I the Iloti./b refused these overtUU!S,

Instead revr"'irJa !hell" Intent to break the bbckade ;Jr\d sail unchec:kc-d Into Gaza. A.s you know, H3mas
even refused the "td th.t ~s aboard tl~ Mayt Marmara after it was InSp«!ed by Israeli officials.
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The u.s. should make every effart to thwart international condemnation and tocus the.international
communtty on the Climcsc of the 1~n-l;IackedHarnal.lead~tshjpagainst lMael and the Palestlni.lln
people. As l~l faces increased threats., mosi reunUv from tl'te Irani," Re'o'~utlonaryGuard Corps,
which announced thilt it GOuld provtdl! a naval escort to any additional aid ships wishing to reach
Ga!:a; the United States must conti.nue to stand by Isrul. one of our stroncest alUes.

We.look forward 10 workirc with you on these vial iuues affecting the U.s..rstlu:1 rclilliOMhlp.

GA;lYPETfRS
Member ot'Concress
MICHIGAN

L- .
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([ongI'Cll'S of tlJr 'DHnitrb ~t<ltC!i

l!i01l5t of i'tprr5tlll~tibr5

~1,lBlJinIlI01t. mil: 20515-4302
June 29. 2010

The President
The White House
Washington. DC 20500

Dear \1r. President:

We are writing to express ('lur strong support lor Israel's right to defend itself. We believe thai it
is in our nalional security inleresllo unequivocally reiterate thallhe United Slates slands behind
our longtime friend lind ally. Funher. we urge you 10 remain steadfast in the defense of Israel in
the fute of the international community's rush 10 unfairly judge and condemn Israel in
intemational fora such as the United Nations Security Council. We urge you to continue to use
U.S. innLJcnce and. if necessary, veto power 10 prevent any biased or one-sided resolutions from
passing.

On May 31, aner repealed warnings, Israeli forces intercepted Ii flolilla attempting to break
through its naval blockade ofGaza. The blockade ofDaza was inSlituted to stop lerrorists from
smuggling \\1:'8.pons into Gaza to murder innocent civilians. Since: Israel's disengagement from
Gaza in 2005, Hamas has fired more Ihan 10,000 rockets and monars allsrael"s civilian
population. Acknowledging thc seriousness ufll1e problem. Egypt olso initiated ils own blockade
ofGazo along the Rurah crossing in 2007.

Ovcr the course of its blockade, Israeli forces have diverled nine such flotillas, all without
incident. The same was true for five oflht six ships in Ihis flotilill. They were commandeered
J>ClIl.:cfully Iim.l directed 10 Ihc lsnn:li pori of Ashdod. However, Ihose aboard the largest ship, the
~avi Marmara, violently resisted. As dramalic video del>icts, the passengers on the ship anaeked
ISnlc1i soldiers with clubs, metal rods, and iron bars as lhcy attempted to board the ship. The
soldiers were brutally beaten lind one .....o.s even thrown oIT me top deck. With their lives
threatened. Israeli forces used necessary force as an act of self-defense and oflast reson.

The sevcml dozen whu attackcd Ihe Israeli soldiers were nol peaceful aid worke~, but exlremislS
who soui!hIIQ aid the lran·backcd terrorisl Hamas regime in Gaza. Days before. as broadcast on
al-Jazeera, lhey proclaimed lheir willingness to be mattyrs for the desuuction of lsrae!. revealing
It sinistcr clement or premedil31ed violence. Funhcnnorc, as eonfinned by the State Department
and inlelligenee agencies around the wurld. the Turkish aid group that sent out the notilla. Insani
Yflrdim Yakl'i (IHHl. has met with senior officials ofrerogniz.ed terrorist groups over the last
three years.

If Ihe lltllilla had been tr:uly inlcm on bringing Rid to Gaza, it could have done thal. Israeli
officials n:pellll:dly offertd their porls to hllrbor thc ships lind disperse Ihe aid so Ihal it would not
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go into Ihc hands of COITUpt Hamas officials bUl directly to Ihe people lwing in Gam, BUllhe
tloWI!! refused these overtures, instead revealing their intent to break lhc blockade and sail
unchecked into Oaza. As you know. HalTIns even refused Ihe aid Ihal was aboard the Mavj
Mannara after il was inspected by Israeli officials.

The U.S. should make every effort (olhwar! international condemnation and focus the
international community on the crimes orlhe Iran-backed Hamas leadership againsiisraci and
the Palestinian people. As Israel faces increased threats, most recently from the Iranian
RevoJulionnry Guard Corps, which announced thaI it could provide a naval escort to any
additional aid ships wishing to rcach Gaza, the United States must continue 10 stand by Israel.
one of our s1rongest allies.

We look forward 10 working with you on these vilal issues affecting the U.S.-Israel relationship.

-

HN LARSON
ember of Congress

.-~ t' ~t' ~/ .,/. / / .. ' / ,cr./"'·;
,/ L./'- -~

CHRIS VAN HOLLEN
Member of Congress

~/ca
GARY PETERS
Member of Congress

d-'"x .lA...tV

STENY HoHR
Member of Congress

,
,'-1 ,J /' I

c---r/dJ;ofh 2, ( ~P/r-
fAMES CLYBURN

/ Member of Congress

6.

Sincerely,

-_.---".~--"."

TOM PRICE
Member or Congress

,
r --...... ,. /" ')

.', 1vv~1'/~
~iiKE PENCE
Membe Con

.~,

CJ.sJ.",\\ .'.'.

.\OllN BOEHNER
.-Member ofCongress

/JC/ . /) -,-._-
GAlcLiJn

ERIC CANTOR
Mcm~r of Congress

------/
T l.> OE
Mem er of Congress
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COr\NIE MACK
"'Iember orCongrcss

\)ew,.. w-
~ANA ROHRABACHER
Member of Congress

tllv;u:
~[)WARD ROYCE
Member of C(lngrc!;.~

L'
Zt~ ~....-/\
ELTON GALLEGLY \
Member of Congress

." J."~/:J . .-I-J: _::.~~ / n,~M ........
~RIST 11ER SMITH
Member of Congress

ARDBERMAN
Member of Congress

JJatr/~
GARY ACKERMAN
Member ofCongress

/; / /J~
/ ~~'/ /'- /zfUA/,J

; NITA ..OWEY t'
/ Mem cr of Congress .

/:7J. /~_
~AN

Member of Congress

£JiltLt:~.
ELIOT ENGEL
Member of Congress

~~
IKE SKELTON
Member of Congress

aM,- U'c", 4U/
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SC~L\i
Member of Congress
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LOurE GOHMERT
Member of Congress

v- UrktJ(
JIM MARSHALL
Member of Congress

~u
ANDER CRENSHAW
Member 'of Congress

,/
1../I DRIAN SMIT

Member of Congress

BRETT GUTHRIE
Member ofCongress

~~I~YKISSELL
Member ,of Congress

~ONt?~
Member ~f Congress

/f,f4~
"GRESHAM BARRETT
~ember of Congress

/7

/~#I~
l.,./ ADAM PUTNAM'

Member of Congress

4;1/ ~~~L /'
BILLC~~i r
Membcr ofCongress

1'/ 1/\,/'/(t-0 \
V' jY.. . ---l

TOM McCLINTOCK
Member of Congress
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~lLu>~-FRANK WOLF
Member of Congrc..

CYNTHIA LUMMlS
Member of Congress

I '\[,A_-
STEVE COHEN
r-,·1cmbcr of Congress

~~Z~r~'
Member of Congress

/ ~...
DEV ES

emocr of Congress

~1h
Me of Congres

·\L810 SIRES
Member of Congress

CHARLES DENT
\1cmber of Congress

JOE SESTAK
Member of Congress

2;~~kc.-
YVETI"E CLARKE·
f0ember of Congress

Member- of Congress

J /7

/C-/~/!~
~ARJ( KIRK
Member of Congress

~~
JUDY BIGGERT
Member of Congress

~~Ih_-
Member of Congress

GEOFf DAVIS
Member of Congress
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~~,~
Member ofCongress

~GHT
Member of Congress

~/!L
OHN KLINE

Me ,OfaCovG
WESTMORELAND

Member of Congress

c~-~~
fIN HALL

ember ofCongress

~~
Member ofCongress

~~~/'--
M.mt=Of~t~i !
~N.~
GUS B1L1RAKIS
Member of Congress

PAUL RYAN
M~mber ofCongress

-TI~T~~
Member tlf Congress

~~~U

RUSH HOLT
Member of Congress

~L~~\~
Member of Congress

SAM JOHNSON
Member of Congress

U7t(}

A' \I.~~
A~ K\RKI'AI~I~K )
Member of Congress

~j~ k.·
STEVE KINO ~
Mcmocr of Congress ~
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--:-~.

~/1/1
FR!\NK KRArOVrL
Member ofCongress

1to~1./lr't<x~.l'DEc._R~~V
Member 0 '(\'n; 55

~\. "---/£4'
J)J~~':;1rus
Member of Congress

T-~""'~"-:
TIM MURPHY r:
Member of Congress 'oJ

J~
--~--JIM GERLACH

Member ofCongress

~~
RONKLEfN
Member ofCongress

!::/fzofd?
Member of Congress

k
v

r ~. . "'-KAY~NGI'"
Member of Congress

~~A~
MICHAEL MCMAHON
Member of Congress

<:<......z(.,~
PAUL BROUN
Member of Congress

~~~MOOr -BA RT
ember Congr
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( ~

J,(1i:~rl-J
~ember of Congrels

L1~C()LN DAVIS
Member or Congress

/1. / ;7'1 • tJP.._
f~~-

~cmberpr Congress

.~{\~~.,
" DAVE CAMP

Member ofCongress

~-;r~
PATRICK KENNEDY
Member ofCongress

Member of Congress

~~it/:;
Member of Congress

cfftE/3:r
Member of Congress

/l L.I·1I. /fUk {.M--"VJ(;
... / ;)EAN SC MIDTI Member ofCongress
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~:f1?-
Member of Congress

-+\:a:;; ~..,.~--
HEATH SHULER
Member ofCengres!>

,,-- //
ill.\/vL

"JilL HARE
Member of Congress

.-", J
/9iAJ~"'-\
BRIAN HIGGINS
Member or Congress

(I~/ )k~ -
- V .

A/lHN SULLIVAN

&M;,U:°"]u
JOHN SHADEG; - )J
tG1embcr ofCongrcss

)bJJf,flJl/rV"-/
JOSEPH Pires
Ml:mbcr of Congrc:;s

~ f.J... e-
.1&·IN SARBANES
Member of Congress

~~
Member of Congress

MELISSA 8EAN
Member of Congress

/~~
I JOIINYARMUTH

Me1ll~of Congress

BOB INGLIS
Member of Congress

~~~
Member of Congress

RICK LARSEN
Member or Congress

r-7ML
PATRICK TIBERI
Member ofCongress
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MICHELE 8ACHMANN
Member of Congress

LEONARD LANCE
Member of Congress

8::~
Member of Congress

;. S At .p .c.

CRIK PAULSEN
Member of Congress

~
OUNN NY'
Mcmhc:r .....='-'~

a'fi1;j-;'E.lI,,"'.""1:""'11
Mem r l\fCongress

GLENN THOMPSON
Member of Congress

c-:-G---
(}J~~

PAUL TO;-.lKO
Member of Congre~

LYNN JENKINS
Member of Congress

TODD AKIN
Member of Congress

DEAN HELLER
Member of Congress

MICHAEL ARCURI
Member of Congress

MlCHAEL MCCAUL
Member of Coogress

- --_ ..._--
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SCOTT GARREn
Member or Congress

;!.t 1f·A-k
ROBERT BR1I~ - /
Member of Congress

.~~,~~
Member of Con(ifess

II: IIIL\IItl--:­
I \TIber or Congress

~1)~
L.J)ORIS MATSUI

Member of Congress
I

/

(Y\L-~')
MIKE ROGERS
Member of Congress

BILL SHUSTER
Member of Congress

ARTUR DAVIS
Member of Congress

n,i~ ....._r
;'a~BARROW
Member ofCongress

Member of Congress,

C
,. ,
I,

]..A;,. .'vC~ ­
\ ERN BUCHANAN
Member of Congress

CJLft.!-vL
CHARLES WILSON
Member of Congress
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JOHN ADLER
Member of Congress

DAVID DREIER

~Jl!JL I.
FRANK PALLONE r
Member ofCongress

r]1LKfh-
l~ber of Congress

a&:P---

CANDICE MILLER
Member of Congress

~~
TJ;;::;j)~

~ .:? Q-o.wo,,,,,--
I.INDA SANCHEZ
Member of Congress

, - h'(r.J- - v/
\'lIKE THOMPSON
Member of Congress

4/7---.--
ALGREEN~
Member ofCo!"g~;,i, ...-"-

X:'Ny MARCI (AI'T
Member of Congress

:fJ-/
/

MICHAEL BURGESS
Member of Congress

~(J (J ,
'"'."" c..0m-r;~'
MemberofCongr~~- (J ~13rJf-

Member of Congress

8c7it-:}/J1/:f:;j:- .-'
BETsI~1I\RKEY

. Member of congrcssC,
u-" ~
VI~X
Member of Congress
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4f~E~
Member of Congress

~~
81LL FOSTER
Member of Congress

MARK SCIIAUER
Mcmb!:r of Congress

'ongress

RANDY NEUGEBAUER
Member of Congress

a~~
Member of Congress

ROBERT ADERHOLt
Member of Congress

.~bb----
Member of Congress

~

~1T~~
de:e~~~ongtcss

HARRY MITCHELL
Member of Congrc5S

~~
Member of Congress

;~<: .//~
LEONARD HOSWELL

1k'Of~n~lcm:J

MARYF~
Member of Congress

~
1d-rY

ZACH VolAMP J.
Member of Congress

HEN CHANDLER
Member ofCongress
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Member ofCongress

~cf!Jtf!
Member ofCongress
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MIKE COFFMAN
Member of Congress

~-,r~
MARCIAfU~P <1
Member of Congress

~.~... {~.dJ.. ... '.....
.joHN CUlRERSON
Mcmbtr of Congress

~~ ..
~~~CCIF.RI UJU
Member ofCongress

THOMASROONE~
MemberOfConc:~~ I

f~~-···-
Member of Congress

\k~~
Member ofCongress

~4D:;~r1L

WALT MINNICK
Member of Congress

~:-E~
~~~r of Congress

/~;;-
J1+F .OR.,.{NBERRY
Member ofCongress

-0<)64 1-y
M\ KE CONAWAl·
Member ofCongress

i~IN~~(Fxtt
Member of Congress
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~J/pJ~
DE8mE HAl VORSON
Member ofCongrcss

~~~
Memberorc~n~~

?d::FFt!#-.
Member of Congress

STEVE AUSTRIA
Mtmber ofCnngress

~~:c.~
RUSS CARNAHAN
Member of Congre!'s

~~,nV;£-
Member of Congress

, r:j: IIAO
, ,.,v~~

·1 )f:.~IS MOORE
Memhcr"ofCongrcss

A~:!!:~~
Member ofCong,ress

j::N!~r-

?ltc
C
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THADDEUS MCCOTIF..R
Member of Congress

U:\S0.~
TRAVIS CHILDERS

c~C:~:~~
CHRIS'["OPHER I.EE
Member of Congress

B~~
Member of Congress

J1JJf/.~
MIKE MICHAUD
Member ofCongress
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~ DAV ilERT
Member of Congress

"ANTIlO,"" \\"ErNER
Member of Congrc5s

/(~ Ootd7J.,q..:-C
~W BARTON
Mcmbtr or Congress

4cffW1
DON YOl!N(; I
Member ntCul1gr~'ssi

A~J~
Member o~ress

~.//

~~
Member of Congress

/kw/riflJd "Wi..
HOWARD "SUCK":C~(
Member of Congress

JERRY MORAN
Member of Congress

--;!h.4;( CL--.
MIK~TURNER

Member of Congress

{)L[ (J~
DALE KILDEE

Mcmbcro~~on~re;
1 \.1 . 11.
I.? ", _ >, \

."'~ -1 ..,.--/ \ \
~/. i ~. ./ ,,~

. SOLOMON ORTIZ
Member of Congress

d~ 0&,""'-"-0"-
a;1~Y't1fW1S
, Member of Congress

-t:: GIL4VCI

TOM GRAVES
Member of Congress

?~::7~P'RED UPTON
Member of Congres

11 Q,~"
~~AXMA
Mem ber of Congress
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RICHARD NEAL
Memher of Congress
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PETE SESSIONS
Member of Congrc!'Os

~~~L~~ .
<--~lJM~IINGS ~

Member of Congress

Dt-lJ..,dk
AOB GOODLA'lTE
Member of Congress
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JOE SACA
Member ofCongrcs.<;
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TOM LATHAM )
Member of Congress

~~tJ~ETER HOEKSTRA
Member of Congress

JO BONNER
Member of Congress

TED DEUTCH
Me cr ofCongress

r--J3...l
SP CF.R BACHUS
Member of Congress

(~(lV~d ~
PETER~CLOSKY d
Member uf Congress
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Member of Congress
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MIKEa­
Member of Congress
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STEVEN LATOURElT"
Member of Congress
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ERROLD NADLER
Member of Consress
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~MEEKS

Member of Congrcss
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ROB ANDREWS
Member of Congress

STEVEN ROTHMAN
Member of Congress

FRANK LUCAS
Member of Congress

J
Member of Congress

::=! .. At. lL t.fl!fwL
'l:~~~'j,LLARD

Member of Congress

C~(~
CORRINE BROWN
Member ofConjp'ess

~~~~~ME({!:~ngresd:(~y J
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Member ofCongress
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Member of Congrcsli
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8fLLOWENS
Member ofCongrcss

CHET EDWARDS
Member of Coni,'J'css
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aENE (jREEN
Member of Congress

RALPH HALL
Mcm~r of Congress
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MemberOfC~~/
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Jl\ E HARMAN
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Member of Congress '.. Mfmber of Conbrress
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Member of Congress
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LAMAR SM!TII
Member ofCongress

A~,~~,",,"
Member of Congress
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ROSA DELAURa
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TIM HOLDEN
Member ofCongress
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MARKCRlTZ
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

JESSE JACKSON
Member ofCong.rcss
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Member of Congress
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Member ofCongress
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MIKE MCINTYRE
Member of Congress
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E ROSS

Me lbtr of Congress
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d~~~MATHESON.

Member of Congress
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v"Member ofCongress
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CA. DUTCH RU;P~~ER
Member of Congress
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STEvE tSRAEI.
Member of Congress
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LOUiSE SLAUGII .
Member of Congress

TODD TIAHRT
Member of Congress

~~~~P~O~Jr-
Member of Congress
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DENNYRE';R~
Member ofCongress
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ember ofCongress
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TODD PLAITS

(~mberof Congress. \

TOM COLE
Member of Congress
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HOWARD COBLE
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BOBBY L. RUSH
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

MICHAEL CASTLE
Member of Congress

PAUL HODES
Member of Congress
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. LPH US TOWNS
Member of Congress

BRAD MILLER
Member of Congress
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Member ofCongress
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Member o!Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member ofCongress
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Member of Congress
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MembcrofCongrcss .

CIRO RODRIGUEZ
Member or Congress
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M~,2~~
Member of Congress
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BOBBY scon
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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BENNIE THOMPSON
Member of Congress
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B6

From: svcsmartmfi

Sent: 71112009 544'03 AM

To: SMART Core

Subject: ARREST, CASE OF KATHERINE ELLIOT SHEETZ

UNCLASSIFIED

I
REVIEW AUTHORITY: Archie Bolster,
Senior Reviewer

MRN:
DateIDTG:

From:

Action:

TAGS:

Pass Line:

SUbject

09 TEL AV1V 1405

Jut 01, 2009 10109182 JUL 09

AMEMBASSY TEL AVlV

WASHDC, SECSTATE, PR/ORiT'(

CASe, PHUM, MOPS, EWWT, KWBG, IS

CAlOCS/ACSINESA NEAlIPA _ACSIP_TlV200918221 080578_ACSIP
ARREST, CASE OF' 86

DE RUEHTV #1405 1820918
ZNR UUUUU ZZH
P 0109182 JUL 09
FM AMEMBASSY TEL AVrv
TO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHOC PRIORITY 2379
INFO RUEHJWAMCONSUl JERUSALEM PRIORITY 2281
RUEHNCJAMEMBASSY NICOSIA 1474
RUEHEGJAMEMBASSY CAIRO 4220

UNaAS TEL AVIV 001405

CAlOCSIACSJNESA
NEAlIPA
_ACSIP_TLV200918221080578_ACSIP

E.O. 12958: NlA
TAGS CASC. PHUM. MOPS. ~....L KWBG... IS ['-__
SUBJECT ARREST. CASE OF

2 SEX. Female

30P06.[ __

4 PASSPORT ]
5 OTHER NATIONALITIES, IF ANY. AND HOW ACQUIRED None
USUAL COUNTRY OF RESIDENCE: U.SA
NATIONALITY OF PASSPORT USED TO ENTER COUNTRY OF ARREST: U.S.A.

e· LASJ KNOWN U S ADDRESS:L-

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED
SENSITIVITY: Non Sensitive
Page 1 of 3
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7, DATEJPLACE OF ARREST: June 30, 2009, Ashdod Port, Israel

8, CONDITION OF ARRESTEE: Normal

9, CHARGES; Immigration Violation

10, PLACE OF DETENTION: Ben Gurian Airport Immigration Detention
Center

11 JUDICIAL STATUS: Pending Deportation

12. TRIAUHEARING DATE: A hearing is scheduled for July 01, 2009
althe Ben Gurion Immigration Detention facility, Ministry althe
Interior

14. ATTORNEY: Yes. Ms. Gaby lasky, tel: 972-544-418-988

15. PRIVACY ACT WAIVER On 07/01109, subject signed a PAW to
include family and friends.

~ot<~

17 NOTIFICATION: On 06130f09, a representative olthe Free Gaza
Movement contacted Post to advise that subject and three other
Amcits were detained at sea by the Israeli Navy. Also notified by
Israel Navy through DAD.

18 ACCESS: On 07101109, Posfs DulyoffiConoff visited subject at
the Ben Gurion Immigration Detention Center

86

19

[
OTHER AMERICANS ARRESTED Three other Amclts were detained

(see septels:r--

20 MISTREATMENT: None

21. PROPERTY CONFISCATED: None

22, JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS: Later today.
- SENTENCE: Deportation is expected

24 REMARKS: On 06129109, subject boarded the Free Gaza boat
·Spirit of Humanity· containing 3 tons of medical aid, children's
toys, and rehabilitation and reconstruction kits for twenty family
homes, Also aboard the boat were twenty-one multinational human
rights activists from eleven different countries, induding four
Amcits. The p.assengers induded Nobel ~ureateCJl- ---=:::J
and foffiler I _ According to media
reports, Cypnot officials allowed the boat to leave Larnaca Port
because the captain stated his destination as Port Said, Egypt
However, on 06130/09, the boat was intercepted at sea by Israeli
Naval Forces enroute to Gaza. Subsequently, the boat was boarded,
seized and towed lolhe Ashdod Port, where it docked al
approximately 21:00 local time, and the passengers were laken into
custody by MOl officials

AI 0200 on 07/01109, Post's DutyoffiConoff mel wilh subject for
approximately ten minutes at the BG detention facility. Subject
was visibly tired but in good spirits. Her only stated concern
was about arrangements for her trip home. Subject signed a
Privacy Act Waiver for family and friends only.
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Subject, along with I .~==~__
be deported to the trS. later today.

25. CONTACTING Not< OR OTHERS' SUbject did not request Embassy
assistance in contacting friends and family.

Cunningham

Signature:

Info: JERUSALEM, AMCONSUL, PR!ORiTY ; NICOSIA, AMEMBASSY, ROUTINE: CAIRO, AMEMBASSY, ROunNE

B6

Dissemjn~t1on Rule: Archive Copy

UNCLASSIFIED
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RELEASE IN PART
86

From: svcsmartmfl

Sent: 71212009 10:36:06 AM

To: SMART Core
Subject: FREE GAZA-AMCITS STILL DETAINED IN ISRAEL

REVIEW AUTHORITY: Archie Bolster, Senior
Reviewer

MRN:
OateIDTG:
From:

Action:

TAGS:

Reference:
Pass Line:

SUbject

UNCLASSIFIED

09 TEL AVIV 1435

Jul 02,200910213572 JUL 09

AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV

WASHDC, SECSTATE, ROUTINE

CASe, PHUM, MOPS, EWoNT, KWBG, IS

A) TEL AVIV 1405 B) TEL AVIV 1423 C) TEL AVIV 1421 DJ TEL AVIV

DEPT FOR CAJOCS/ACS and NEAlIPA

FREE GAZA-AMClTS STilL DETAINED IN ISRAEL

DE RUEHTV #1435/01 1831357
ZNR UUUUU ZZH
R021357Z JUl 09
FM AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV
TO RUEHClSECSTATE WASHDC 2425
INFO RUEHJMIAMCQNSUl JERUSALEM 2302
RUEHEGIAMEMBASSY CAIRO 4233
RUEHNClAMEMBASSY NICOSIA 1481

UNCLAS TEl AVIV 001435

DEPT FOR CAiOCSIACS and NENIPA

E.O.12958:NIA
TAGS: CASCo PHUM, MOPS, EWoNT, KWBG, IS

SUBJECT: FREE GAZA-AMCITS STIll DETAINED IN ISRAEL

REF: A} TEL AVIV 1405 B) TEL AVIV 1423 C) TEL AVIV 1421 D) TEL AVIV
1424 E) TEL AVIV 1425 F) TEL AVIV 1426

1. BEGIN SUMMARY' More than 36 hours after their arrest, three of
the four Amcits who were on board the Free Gaza boat "Spirit of
Humanity" remain in immigration detention. The fourth, a dual
American -Israeli national, was freed less than a day later. Post
continues to closely monitor the case and will visll the detained
Amcits this afternoon END SUMMARY

2. In lamaca on June 29, 2009 twenty-one human rights activists
from eleven different countries boarded the Free Gaza boat "Spirit
of Humanity," which was carrying medical and other supplies for
Gazans. Of the twenty-one activists, four were Amcits. Cypriot
officials allowed the "Spirit of Humanity" to depart lamaca that

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSiFIED
SENSITIVITY: Non Sensitive
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day based upon its stated destination, Port Said, Egypt The second
boat the Free Gaza group had planned to use was nol pennitled to
depart

3 On June 30, 2009, the Israeli Navy intercepted, seized and
escorted the beallo, and detained the passengers and crew at an
Ashdod port facility. At 21:00 June 30th, Post's duty officer
attempted to, and was denied, access to the four Amcits. Aboul

[22:30, the Israeli Navy turned three of the AmcitsC -.-. =
lover 10 the Ministry of the

Interior (MOI);'I"h''''N~'VY;;;-'h~'~Id~,,,";r,t''t~h:;;''fu;;"~rt''h'AC"mcit,L-. J
I Iwho is the spouse 01 1and an Israeli. The Navy
later notified post thatC:== had been held alAshdod until noon
on July 1: at that lime she was released and dropped off at the
Ashdod central bus station

4. The MOl continued to detain the other three Amcits. Before they
were transferred to Ben Gurion's immigration detention facility,
they, along with the other Free Gaza passengers and crew, underwent
a "short process" at the immigration and deportation main office in
Holon, which is between Ashdod and Tel Aviv. At 02:00 July 1,
Post's duty officer succeeded in being able to visit all three
Amcits at Ben Gurion Airport's immigration detention facility. The
duty officer found the three Amcits tired, but in good health. All
said to him that they had been able to have something to eat and
drink and that they were being trealed well. During their visit
with the duty officer, each one of them signed a Privacy Act Waiver
(PAW), details of which are in reftels A-C

5. The duty officer spoke t~ Ia former US
Representative, for about 15 minutes, When informed of the
Secretary's and the Ambassador's personal interest in her welfare,
McKinney appeared to be gratified. She relayed to the duty officer
that some personal papers in a folder had been removed from her
luggage and requested post's assistance in securing their return.
The duty officer then individually spoke with f for
10 minutes. [ =:J e;q>ressed his concern about his digital video
and photography equipment and his Mac laptop, which he said had been
confiscated by the Israeli Navy. Post's Naval Attache is currently
looking into the fate of the two Amcits' personal belongings and the
boat's cargo of medical and other supplies intended for Gazans.

6. From 14:00 to 16:30 July 1, an ACS officer was able to visit
C lat Ben Gurian Airport's immigration detention
facili!YLjth. were in go.od health and spirits. The third Am.cit,

C was not available for a visit at this time. During ACS
officer's visit, the detainees had been in the process ofbemg
moved to the Givon immigration detention facility in nearby Ramie
(south of the airport). Between 17:00 and 19:00 that day, McKinney
_and Sheetz were moved to the Givon immigration detention facility.
[===:::::Js whereabouts were unknown at this time, At21:00, ACS
reached Israel Prison Authority officiais, who confirmed that all
three Amcits were at Givon

7. On the morning of July 2, Post spoke with the Gal's Immigration
Liaison for Foreign Missions at the MOI.l I for
an uJ:!date on the status ofl I

C Istated tha'ralllhreehad'"refuseiflos~
deportation agreement and that because of their refusals, the GO!
was unable to deport them from Israel for three days

[NOTE: According to GOI regulations, a person cannot be deported lor
three days unless they voluntarily agree, The hitch is that a
deportation entails a len-year ban on entering Israel inthe absence
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ofa special waiver. If, alany time during the three-day period, a
person decides to sign the deportation agreement, s/he can then be
deported immediately.]

8. Also on July 2, Post spoke with the Amcils' Israeli anomey,
Gaby Lasky_ Lasky is attempting 10 broker an agreement with the GOI
thai would enable the Amcits 10 agree to deportation. In addition.
they are insisting thai their personal belongings be returned and
thallhey IIJ_ directly ~ Cyprus al GO! e ense. Post also touched

r
~ parents and who said he was

l
Yfnen~, Post was unable to reach J> husband,
an<lleft $Veral messages. as far as we

know, has not yet been in louch wrth his wire, who was released
yesterday.

9. Concerned about the manner in whichLJas released -by being
dropped off at the Ashdod Central Bus station, Post and ConGen
Jerusalem attempted 10 discern her whereabouts in order to contact
her directly. Through ConGen Jerusalem's calls 10 her mends, it
was learned thatc=J had gone to the West Bank. from Ashdod
Yesterday AI-Jazeera interviewed her in Ramal!ah; she is now trying
to rally public and legal support for the remaining Free Gaza
detainees. L-Jremains unreachable since her own cell-phone may
have either been confiscated or is not being answered.

9, Post is to visit C Ifor a third time
this afternoon. Post may also visit them Friday mornin9, before
Sbabb.aLb.e.alls Also this afternoon, Post learned from

[ lthat unless the three Amcits sign the deportation
agreements by 16:00 local time today, they will not be deported
until Sunday (due to Shabbat)

CUNNINGHAM

Signattlre:
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From: svcsmartmfi

Sent 7/112009 94005 AM
To: SMART Core

SUbject ARREST, CASE OF L 86

UNCLASSIFIED

MRN:
DiiteIDTG:

From:

Action:
TAGS:

Pass LIM:
Subject

09 TEL AVIV 1421

Jut 01, 2009 10113132 JUL 09
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV

WASHDC, SECSTATE, PRIORITY

CASe, PHUM, MOPS, EWoNT, KWBG 15

CAlOCSIACSINESA
ARREST, CASE OF I

DE RUEHTV #1421101 1821313
ZNR UUUUU ZZH
P011313Z JUL 09
FM AMEMBASSY TEL AVrv
TO RUEHCJSECSTATE WASHOC PRIORITY 2404
INFO RUEHJMJAMCONSUL JERUSAlEM PRIORITY 2268
RUEHNOAMEMBASSY NICOSIA 1475
RUEHEGIAMEMBASSY CAIRO 4221

UNCLAS TEL AVIV 001421

CAlOCSIACSINESA

E.O. 12958: /iliA
TAGS. CAse, PHUM, MOPS, EWNT, KWBG, lsI
SUBJECT" ARREST, CASE OF, - :J
1 NAME.

2. SEX: Male

5. OTHER NATIONAlITIES, IF AtiY, AND HOW ACQUIRED None
USUAL COUNTRY OF RESIDENCE: USA
NATIONALITY OF PASSPORT USED TO ENTER COUNTRY OF ARREST. U.SA

6. LAST KNOWN US ADDRESS: L
7. DATE/PlACE Of ARREST: June 30. 2009. Ashdod Port. Israel

8. CONDITION OF ARRESTEE: Normal

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED
SENSITIVITY: Non SensitiYll
Page 1 of 3
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9 CHARGES: Immigration VIOlation

10 PlACE OF DETENTION: Ben Gurian Airport Immigration Detention
Center

11 JUDICIAl.. STATUS: Pending Depornbon

12 TRIAUHEARING DATE' A hearing is scheduled for July 01, 2009
al the Ben Gurian Immigration Detention facility, Ministry of the
Intenor

14 ATTORNEY Ms Gaby lasky, lei: 972·54-441-8998

15 PRIVACY ACT WAIVER: On 01101109, subject signed a PAW to
Include lamly, friends. member.> of Congress, and media.

16 Not<: Par1!nts: LI__-,__

17 NOTIACATION' On 06130109, a representative of the Free Gaza
Movement contaded Post to adVISe that subject and three other
Amcrts were detaIned al sea by the lsrae~ Navy. Also nobfied by
Isrnl Navy through DAD

18 ACCESS At 0200 07/01109, Post's DutyofffConolf visi1ed
subJtlct al the Ben Gurion Immigration Detention center

19 OTHER AMERICANS ARRESTEO' Three olher Amelts were detained:

L ~see septelS).

20 MISTREATMENT: None.

21, PROPERTY CONFISCATED: Digital video camera, digital stills
camera, Macintosh laptop.

22 JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS: Later today
- SENTENCE: Deportation is expected

24, REMARKS: On 06129J09, subject boarded the Free Gaza boal
'Spirit of Humanity· containing 3 tons of medical aid, children's
loys, and rehabilitation and reconstruction kits for twenty family
homes. Also aboard the boat were twenty-one multinational human
rights activists from eleven different countries, including four
Arnclls, The passengers included Nobel Iaureate[ -.J
and formerr= According to media
reports, Cypriot officials allowed the boat to leave Lamaca Port
because the captain stated his destination as Port said, Egypt.
However, on 06130109, the boat was intercepted at sea by Israeli
Naval Forces enroute to Gaza Subsequently, the boat was boarded,
seized and towed to the Ashdod Port, where it docked at
approximately 2100 local time, and the passengers were laken into
custody by MOl officals.

On 07/01109, Post's DutyoftiConoff met with subject for
approlUmately ten minutes at the BG detention facility. Subject
was in good health tired, but in good spirits. He eltpressed
concern of the detention of two citizen from Bahrain and one from
Yemen, OWing to the tact that theIr home countries do not have
representaoon in ISl'iilel. According to subject, the Yemenee man
is a camera man for Aljezeera. Subject also told Conoff that Ns
witt a dual Israeli/Arnot, was separated from
the rest ofthe group and was being treated asan israeb Post

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSiFIED
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is attempting to locate her current whereabouts. Subject signed
the Privacy Act Waiver.

Subject, along with[1====---===JI is expected 10 be
deported 10 the US. later today.

25. CONTACTING NOt< OR OTHERS' Subject did not request Embassy
assistance in contacting friends and family

Cunningham

Signature:

Inro: JERUSALEM, AMCQNSUL, PRiORITY: N!COSIA, AMEMBASSY, ROunNE: CAIRO, AMEMBASSY, ROUTINE
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l:~LEASE IN PART I

REVIEW AUTHORITY: Archie Bolster, Senior I
Reviewer

From: svcsmartmfi

Sent: 7/7/2009 120610 PM
To: SMART Core

Subject: FREE GAZA-AMCITS RELEASED FROM ISRAELI DETENTION CENTERS

UNCLASSIFIED

MRN:

OatelOTG:
From:

Action:

TAGS:

Reference:

Pass Line:
SUbject:

09 TEL AVIV 1485

Jul 07,2009/0713112 JUL 09

AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV

WASHDe, SECSTATE, ROUTiNE

CASe, PHUM, MOPS, EWNT, KWBG, IS
A)TEL AVIV 1405 B) TEL AVIV 1423 C) TEL AVIV 1421 D)TEL AVIV

DEPT FOR CAlOeS/ACS and NEAlIPA

FREE GAZA -AMCITS RELEASED FROM !SRAELI DETENTION CENTERS

DE RUEHlV #1485 1881311
ZNR UUUUU ZZH
R 0713112 JUL 09
FM AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV
TO RUEHClSECSTATE WASHDC 2489
INFO RUEHJMIAMCONSUL JERUSALEM 2328
RUEHEGIAMEMBASSY CAIRO 4255
RUEHNClAMEMBASSY NICOSIA 1488

UNCLAS TEL AVIV 001485

DEPT FOR CAJOCSIACS and NENIPA

EO. 12958:NlA
TAGS: CASC, PHUM, MOPS, EWWT, KWBG, IS

SUBJECT: FREE GAZA-AMCITS RELEASED FROM ISRAELI DETENTION CENTERS

REF: A) TEL AVIV 1405 B) TEL AVIV 1423 C) TEL AVIV 1421 D) TEL AVIV
1424 E) TEL AVIV 1425 F) TEL AVIV 1426 G) TEL AVIV 1435 H) TEL AVIV
1472 I)TEL AVIV 1473 J)TEL AVIV 1474

1 BEGIN SUMMARY: One week after their detention (as described in
Reftel G), all four Amcits on board the Free Gaza boat 'Spirit 01
Humanity· have been released from Israeli immigration detention.
The first one, a dual Israeli-American nalional, was freed a day
after her arrest. The remaining three were finally allowed to board
nights to the United States on July 7th. Post monitored this case
closely, day and night, throughout the week-long detention and
visiled the three detained Amcils four limes. END SUMMARY

2. ~nce June 30th, the MOl had been detaining three Amcits who

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED
SENSITIVITY: Non Sensitive
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were on board the Free Gaza boat ·Spirit of umanit....:-..when.Jt..was~_
escorted b the Israeli Navy' 10 Ashdod rt: 1 86

(see Renel G lor
more etails). spent a week
transferring several limes between the Ben Gurian Airport
Immigration Detention Facility and the Given Immigration Detention
Facility, in Ramie (which is just south of Ben Gurian Airport).

3. ACS staff visited the Amcits a total of four times during their
week-long detention: on July 2 and 3 at Given, and on J~ 1 and 5
~rion. On the final July 5 visit, -~- I

[ expressed pleasure at the prospect of returning home and
thanked our ACS staff for their assistance during the week. All
were in good health and spirits. [Note: Conditions in the detention
centers were basic but good, with adequate food, access to showers
and opportunities to spend time in the courtyard.! They reported
that. with the exception c:::==:.- ---=s folder containing some
personal rpers, their personal items had been returned 10 them

requested that, If feaSible, Posl try to have the folder
returned to her.

4 On the evening of July 5, the GOl's Immigration Liaison for
Foreign Missions at the MOl, J informed Post
that the Amcits would be voluntarily deported the next day.
However, the three departures planned for July 6 were delayed for
still-unknown reasons. Eventually,1 was deported on July 6
at 16:00 via EI AJ flight LY 011 to New Yorl<., aniving at midnight
local time. I lwere deported on July 7 at 01:00,
via EI AI flight LY001 to New Yorl<., aniving at 06:00 local lime
that same day.

5 The GOI confirms thatC= Ihave been
"expelled" from Israel and win not be allowed to re --enterfur ten
years. If anyone of them wants to travel to Israel during the next
ten years, they will need to seek the assistance of an Israeli
attorney, who would then file an appeal on their behalf. If the
three altempt to re --enter Israel or Gaza via sea with the Free Gaza
Movement again, they will be detained and expelled again.

6) I whose wife iSlhe dual Israeli-American national who was
released after one day, mentioned to ACS staff on July 5 that he
plans to return in four weeks, after Free Gaza obtains another boat
He did not know either the planned samng date or the country of
departure

CUNNINGHAM

Signature:

Info: JERUSALEM, AMCONSUL, ROUTINE: CAIRO, AMEMBASSY, ROUTINE: NICOSIA, AMEMBASSY, ROUTINE
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j::LEASE IN PART I

From: svcsmartmfi

Sent: 7/1/2009 9:42:02 AM

To: SMART Core

SUbJect: ARREST, CASE OF CYNTHIA MCKINNEY

REVIEW AUTHORITY: Archie Bolster, senior]
Reviewer

MRN:
DateIDTG:

From:

Action:
TAGS:
Pass Line:

SUbject

UNCLASSIFIED

09 TEL AVIV 1425

Jul 01,200910113152 JUL 09
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV
WASHDe, SEGSTATE, PRJORITY

CASe, PHUM, MOPS, EWNT, KWBG, IS

CAJOCSiACSfNESA NEAJIPA _ACSIP_TLV200918221085772_ACSIP

ARREST, CASE OF CYNTHIA MCKINNEY

DE RUEHTV #1425 1821315
ZNR UUUUU ZZH
P011315Z JUl 09
FM AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV
TO RUEHClSECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 2410
INFO RUEHJMJAMCONSUL JERUSALEM PRIORITY 2293
RUEHEGIAMEMBASSY CAIRO PRIORITY 4226
RUEHNC/AMEMBASSY NICOSIA 1480

UNCLAS TEL AVIV 001425

CNOCSlACSlNESA
NEA/IPA
_ACSIP_TLV200918221Q85772_ACSIP

EO. 12958: NlA
TAGS: CASC, PHUM, MOPS, EWWT, KWBG, IS (MCKINNEY CYNTHIA)
SUBJECT: ARREST, CASE OF CYNTHIA MCKINNEY

1. NAME: McKinney, Cynthia

2. SEX: Female

3 OPOS:]

4 PASSpLO~RT::-I;===~ ~
5 OTHER NATIONALITIES, IF ANY, AND HOW ACQUIRED: Unlted Siaies Of
America
USUAL COUNTRY OF RESIDENCE: U.S.A
NATIONALITY OF PASSPORT USED TO ENTER COUNTRY OF ARREST: U.S.A

6. LAST KNOWN U.S ADDRESS: L J
I I

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED
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7 DATE/PlACE OF ARREST: June 30, 2009. Ashdod Port, Israel

8 CONDITION OF ARRESTEE: Normal

9 CHARGES. Immigration VIolation

10 PlACE OF DETENTION: Ben Gurion AllpOrt Immigration DetenbOn
Center

t 1 JUDICIAl STATUS. Pending Deportation

12 TRIAUHEARlNG DATE A hearing isschedlAed forJu/yOl, 2009
at the Ben Gunon Immigration Detention facility. Miristry 01 the
Intenor

14 ATIORNEY. Yes. MsGaby lasky, tel: 972-54-441-8988.

15 PRIVACY ACT WAIVER: SUbject signed a PAW to include parents.
family, friends, members of Congress

media, and the general public.

16 Not<: Parents:L[ ~_

17 NOTIFICATION: On 06130109, a representative of the Free Gaza
Movement contacted Pl:Jst to advise that subject and three other
Amclts were detallled at sea by the Israeli Navy. Also notified by
Israel Navy through CAO.

18 ACCESS: On 07101109, Posfs Ou!yofUConoff visited subject at
the Ben Gurian Immigration Detention center

19. OTHER AMERICANS ARRESTED: Three other AmC!lS were detained:

F
20 MISTREATMENT· None

21 PROPERTY CONFISCATED: Green folder containing personal papers

22. JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS: Later today.
• SENTENCE: Deportation is expected

24. REMARKS: On (}6/29/09, subject boarded the Free Gaza boat
'Spirit of Humanity· containing 3 tons of medical aid, children's
toys, and rehabilitation and reconstruction kits for twenty family
homes Also aboard the boat were twenty-one multinational human
nghts activists from eleven different countries, including four
Amcils The~.asse~ Included Nobel Jaurea~ 1
and formerL Accordll'lg to media
reports, Cypriot officials allowed the boat to leave larnaca Port
because the captain stated his destination as Port Said, Egypt.
However, on 06130109, the boat was intercepted at sea by Israeli
Naval Forces enroute to Gaza Subsequently, the boat was boarded,
seized and towed to the Ashdod Port, where it docked at
approltimately 21:00 local time, and the passengers were taken into
custody by MOt ofliclaJs.

At 0200 on 07J01J09, Post's DutyoftlConoff met wfth subject for
approXImately fifteen minutes althe BGdetentton faality.
SUbjed was alert, in good health and spirits, and remained calm
and friendly throughout the V1srt Subject requested to be
allo.....ed to retum to Cyprus bebre ftying back to the US as a
secooo preference. she asked to be able to tIy Vl8 NYC
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SUbJect, along with I ,- ]isdue lobe
deported to the U,S:-rater lOC'ay.

25. CONTACTING NOK OR OTHERS: Subject did not request Embassy
assistance in contacting friends and family.

Cunningham

Signature:

lnlo: JERUSALEM, AMCONSUL. PRIORITY: CAIRO, AMEMBASSY, PRIORITY; NICOSIA, AMEMBASSY, ROunNE

---------------------
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svcsmartmfiFrom: REVIEW AUTHORITY: Archie Bolster, Senior
Sent: 6/4120108:38:40 AM Reviewer
To: SMART Core ==:,"~
Subject ARREST, CASE oF[ ]

UNCLASSIFIEP

MRN:

Date/DTG:
From:
Action:

E.O.:

TAGS:
Captions:

Pass Line:

Subject

10 TEL AVIV 1253

Jun 04, 2010 10412282 JUN 10
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV

WASHDC, SECSTATE PRIORJTY

12958

CASe, IS

PRIVACY
CAlOCSJACSINESA
_ACSIP_TLV201015324917201~ACSIP

ARREST, CASE 09 _

UNCLAS TEL AVIV 001253

CAlOCSIACSlNESA
ACSIP_TLV201015324917201~ACSIP

E.O. 12958: NlA
TAGS: CAse, IS I

SUBJECT ARREST, CASE OF!

1 NAME"

=
]

2, SEX: Female

3,oPOs:1 =-oJ
4. PASSP'~O::RT=:~I=====-:="--- :=J
5. OTHER NATIONALITIES, IF ANY, AND HOW ACQUIRED: [====::1
USUAL COUNTRY OF RESIDENCE: U.S.A.
NATIONALITY OF PASSPORT USED TO ENTER COUNTRY OF ARREST: U.S

6, LAST KNOWN US. ADDRESS: L
7, DATE/PLACE OF ARREST: 05131110, Ashdod

8. CONDITION OF ARRESTEE: Subject complained of a headache and
soreness from harsh physkal treatment. She also said that she
needed an inhaler from her baggage. ConOFF notified Prison
authorities who said that it would be retireved

9. CHARGES: Unspecified

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED
Page 1 of 2
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10 PlACE OF DETENTION" Ella Detention Center, Beer Sheva

11 JUDICiAl STATUS: Deported

12 TRIAUHEARING DATE: NJA

13. POSSIBLE SENTENCE: Deported

14 ATIQRNEY: No

15 PRIVACY ACT WAIVER: On 06101110, subject signed a PAW 10
include family, mends, members of Congress, and members of the

m'!til...2nlY She soeoficapy IOdOOe4 heCjl'Io!her" ;;,,-~-~-=-==I-- her fiancee,t .:and-'rr unde'l

16 NOK:...·~_
L_

17 NOTIFICATION: On 05131110, Post was notified ofsubject's
arrest by the MFA.

1a. ACCESS: On 06101110, Conreps vj~ted sUbject al the Ella
Detention Center, Beer Shevs. First visit to date.

19 OTHER AMERICANS ARRESTED Yes. Fifteen Amots in total thai
Post is currently aware of were arrested/detained 0005131/2010 at
the Ashdod Port. Subject and the other Amcits were passengers on
a noblla ot6 ships attempting 10 enter Gaza (see septels~

20 MISTREATMENT On 06/01110, subject completed a report of
mistreatment incIlcabng that she received several blows to the
head, shoulders and back, and was pulled VIOlently by the arms.
Slmiect was able to see a doctor during detention.

21 PROPERTY CONFISCATED: Passport, all personal items, luggage,
medlC3bons, rtems lor donation

22. JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS: NJA

24 REMARKS: Subject was on the Mavi Marmara, She claimed that
during the incident IDE Navy personnel shot at and threatened
passengers and that the MaV! Marmara passengers were unarmed and
had surrendered She said that a loaded weapon was pointed at her
lor "no reason~. She also darned that after detention they were
held for four hours in the sun with no shade

25 ADVISING NOK OR OTHERS: CONOFF notified Not< on 0610112010

CUNNINGHAM

Signature:

------
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RELEASE IN PART]
1.4(B),B1,1.4(D),NR

From:

Sent:
To:
SUbject:

svcsmartmfi

7/12/2010 11:28:19 AM

SMART Cofe

LIBYAN FM STANDS FIRM ON SENSITIVE ISSUES

SECRET
Sensitive

[
REVIEW AUTHORITY:
Reviewer

Archie Bolster, Senior I

MRN:

OateIDTG:

From:

Action:
E.O.:

TAGS:

Captions:
Sensitivity:

Reference:

Pass Line:

Subject:

SEC RET TRIPOLI 000660

SIPDIS

10 TRIPOLI 660

Ju112, 2010 I 121S25Z JUL 10

AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI

WASHOe, SECSTATE IMMEDIATE

13526
PREl, PGOV, SMIG, PHUM, ER, IT, LV, ECIN, KPAL, PREF, UNHCR

SIPDIS
Sensitive
A) STATE 71687: B) STATE 72060

STATE FOR NEAlMAG AND PRM.
AMEMBASSY ASIANA PASS TO AMCONSUl AlMATY
AMEMBASSY ANKARA PASS TO AMCONSUL ADANA
AMEMBASSY ATHENS PASS TO AMCQNSUL THESSALONIKI
AMEMBASSY PARIS PASS TO AM CONSUL STRASBOURG
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL \/lADIVOSTOK
AMEMBASSY BERLIN PASS TO AMCONSUL DUSSELDORF
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL YEKATERINBURG
AMEMBASSY BERLIN PASS TO AMCONSUL LEIPZ1G
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL ST PETERSBURG

LIBYAN FM STANDS FIRM ON SENS1TIVE ISSUES

STATE FOR NEAfMAG AND PRM.

E.O. 13526: DECl: 711212020
TAGS: PREl, PGOV, SMIG, PHUM, ER, IT, l Y, ECIN, KPAL, PREF,
UNHCR
SUBJECT: LIBYAN FM STANDS FIRM ON SENSITIVE ISSUES

REF: A) STATE 71687; B) STATE 72060

ClASSIFiED BY: Gelle A. Cretz, Ambassador, US. Embassy Tripoli,
Department of State
REASON: 1.4 (b), (d)rmm,,, I

CLASSIFICATiON: SECRET
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End summary

: and - 61
14(6)
14(0)

AMBASSADOR DELIVERS DEMARCHE ON IAEA RESOLUTION ON ISRAEL

NR

NR
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NR

aOF AID SHIP TO GALA
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Gene A. Cretz, Ambassador, U.S. Embassy Tripoli, Department 01 Siale,

1.4 (b),(d}

7/12/2020
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