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The Face of Indefinite Detention

By BAHER AZMY

BEFORE he died on Sept. 8, Adnan Farhan Abdul Latif had spent close to 4,000 days and nights
in the American prison at Guantdanamo Bay, Cuba. He was found unconscious, alone in his cell,
thousands of miles from home and family in Yemen.

Eleven years ago, he found himself in Afghanistan at the wrong place and the wrong time. It was
an unusual set of events that took him there. Years earlier Mr. Latif had been badly injured in a
car accident in Yemen. His skull was fractured; his hearing never quite recovered. He traveled to
Jordan, seeking medical treatment at a hospital in Amman; then, following the promise of free
medical care from a man he met there, journeyed to Pakistan, and eventually to Afghanistan.
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