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Recent GOT Statements Show Turkey Continues to Seethe

2. (SBU) FM Pavutoglu, in his June 5 statement to the Organization
of the Islamic Conference, repeated that the attack "has become
Turkey's September 11. It will have a deep impact on our regional
and global view, and it means nothing will be the same again.™

3. (U) PM Erdogan announced on Juné 3 that the GOT would follow-up:
on the prosecution: of Israeli officials on civil and criminal
charges. Prosecutors are collecting autopsy reports and testimony
as evidence in the cases. (See Ankara 834)

4. (U) on June 6, Deputy PM Bulent Arinc indicated that Turkish MPs
did not travel on ‘the aid flotilla because "we didn't want to: drop:
a political shadow on the aid effort."

{U) On: June &, AKP: Vice Chairman for Forelgn Affalrs Omer. Cellk
sald that in the ‘short: term, everything in Turklsh Israeli
relatlons, 1nclud1ng military agreements and other connections,
shall be annulled.

6. (U) On June 3 the Tiarkish Grand Natlonal Assembly announced its
Human nghts Committee will go. to Israel soén to investigate' on -the
spot alleged human rights violations such as the handcufflng of
wounded activists.

7. (U) On June 4, Turksey's Ambassador to the U.S. Namik Tan warned:
that Turkey may be forced to freeze relations with Israel if it
doesn't apologize. for the attack on the Mavi Marmara, agree to an
independent and international 1nvest1gatlon, and lift the blockade
on Gaza.

B. (U) Turkish Customs officials have denied claims leveled by
Israeli authorities that there. were weapons. on the Mavi Marmara.
The officials indicated that they ‘searched every passenger ‘before:

getting on the ship with the help of X-ray machines and metal
detectors.
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The Southeast Turns Focus Back to Kurds|[\|CL ASSIFIE

9. (U) On June 4 ’ Said sthe B6
Divarbakir funeral for Ali Haydax Bengi, of one of the activists:

killed on the Mavi Marmazxris., had a very large turnout of

"Islamists. [::;::;:::;Jsald this was "disturbing" for the city's

intellectuals and showed ‘that Diyarbakir's once  staunchly: secular

nature is turning-more religiously conservatlve' Local media.

reported thousands ‘attended the funeral proce551on. Rullng Justice

and Development Party (AKP). members of’ parllament attendeéd the:
funeral and Presidént Abdullah Gul sent a wreath. | L |5
the: use. of the word martyr" referrlng to ‘the act1v1sts was:
partlcularly worrying, as someone with humanltarlan ains would
neither express early wishes: to be "martyred" on a: trlp to delivexr
supplies, nor should they be. posthumocusly: descrlbed in this. way.

kald he dlsapproved of the: way:: ‘the GOT appeared to be:

trying to turn "Jews and Israells into enemies’

NR
Religious Lieader Fethullah Gulen Speaks Out, Many Respond .
11. (U) U.S.-based Turkish Islamic: leader ‘Fethullah Gulen
criticized the Turklsh ~led flotilla's: attempt“to dellver aid
without. Isra”,ys consent in .an 1nterv1ew oY ‘l'shed 4in “the ¥
Street Journal ‘on. Jine 4. Gulen lamentead ¥ e lack: of .an- attempt;to
get perm1551on to assist Gazans as "a sign: of defylng authorlty,
[that] w1ll not.lead to frultful matters.", Gulen sald that when
any organlzatlon_llnked 'with: hi wattempted to do the same, he
insisted. that they obtained Israel's permigsion.. Gulen called the
TV videos of the: operatlons "ugly " -adding’ that- assigning ‘Blame 1n
the matter would best be left to the Unltcd ‘Nations:
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13. (U} Commenting on Gulen's statenent,

said that "Hocaefendi (Fethullah Gulen) is telling the truth; as

always.... We can be exposed to cruelty but we will not be cruel.
And we will stand against injustice with patience and
determination. This is constructive act and those following thls

line haveé always won in this world."

14. (U) Contrary to E::::]s view, other AKP parliamentarians
disaporoved of Gulen's comments. | A lMP»and the
‘ stated that he did

not believe that Gulen's comments were made by him.

an AKP [:::::::]MP, also commented that "Gulen's explanatioms are
not kind. There would never have been an issue if Israel had given
permission at the beginning.” 1 lMP and -a:
 commented.
& - Z o - Rat IS impossible to: get:
perm1551on from Israel we are having dlfflculty understandlng his.
comments." | said he was saddened By
Gulen's comments, and he hoped that the reportlng was incorrect.

noted that he respects Gulen's views, but wished that he
had made such a statement After consulting with him. "

15. (U) The main opposition party Republlcan People's Party (CHP)

l stated that: "w1th his remarks, .
Fethullah Gulen opened up the Gaza flotllla aid debate." Pundits
argued that Gilen's explanations created a divergence: within thé

Islamic groups in. Turkey. Columnist Murat Yetkin of "Radikal! saldz

the Turkish Government was becoming an advocate of rad1ca1 Islamlc
countries and movements, while Gulen was seen as the voice of
reasonable Muslims in Turkey. Similarly, Mehmet Ali Birand -of
"Milliyet" noted that Gulen, for the first time, openly criticized
nationalists of using Islam for their own propaganda and claimed

Gulen belieéeves he would Be the most effective opp05itibﬁ“téreitiémén

.

Islamism.

16. (SBU)| attorney, I said
Fethullah Gulen' s observations on the flotilla incident were
"shocking” and guite unexpected. -Gulen's supportérs and detractors
are now emerglng, with pro-Gilen media such as Samanyolu telev151on
immediately switching its reporting from showing graphic images - of
the slain activists to more balanced news footage discussing
Gulen's statements. agreed that fanult 1inés.MightL
emerge within the AKP a@s its voter base becomes split ovér hHow to:
react to Gulen. '
E;:::j said the "ultra-religious circles" and related cemaats were

eginning to express negative reactions to Gulen's remarks, but
only the extremists were reacting publicly.

Comment

UNCLASSIFIED

B6

Bo6

B6

StateDept0435



17. «:)F

JEFFREY

UNCLASSIFIED

B1

StateDept0436



ACTION NEZA=00.

INFO LOG-

00 EEB-00

DOTE-00 PDI-00
FBIE-00 UTED-00

I0-00. LAB-01
DCP-00  NSAE-00
GIWI-00 ISNE-00
IIP-00  SCRS-00
SAS=00. FA-00

R 0815082
FM USMISSI

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0086

JUN 10
ON' USOSCE

UNCLASSIFIED

AF-00 AID-00  AMAD- oo Ca-00
DS-00" EAP-00 DHSE~00 EUR-00
VCI-00- DIAS=00 H~00 TEDE-00
L-00 ARMY-00 MOFM-00 MOF-00 -

ISN-00- NIMA-00 EPAU-00 MCC-=00
DOHS-00 IRM-00 FMP-00 :BBG-00
DSCC-00 DPRM-00.. DRL=00 SCA=00

SRAP-00 SWCI-00 ‘'PESU-00 /001w’

729D9A 0815132 /38

PER~=00 '

INL=00

‘FAAE-00
"INR~0 0 »

VCIE:

EPAE~00

NFAT-00

£33 T

RELEASED, NON-RESPONSIVE DELETED

NR

INFO ORG' FOR SECURITY CO OP IN EUR COLLECTIVE
DIA WASHINGTON DC
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL WASHINGTON DC
EUCOM POLAD VAIHINGEN GE
SACEUR POLAD SHAPE BE
USAREUR -POLAD HEIDELBERG GE
CDR USEUCOM VAIHINGEN GE

CDRUSAREUR HEIDELBERG GE

DTRA ALEX WASHINGTON DC

CIA WASHINGTON DC’

AMEMBASSY
AMEMBASSY
AMEMBASSY
AMEMBASSY
AMEMBASSY
AMEMBASSY"
AMEMBASSY
AMEMBASSY
AMEMBASSY
AMEMBASSY
AMEMBASSY
AMEMBASSY

AMMAN

ALGIERS
BANGKOK
KABUL

CANBERRA.
CATRO.

TOKYO

RABAT

TUNIS

TEL -AVIV'
SEOUL
ULAANBAATAR.

JCS NMCC WASHING-TON DC
DODSPECONE ‘WASHINGTON DC:

UNCLAS USOSCE 000165

SENSITIVE
SIPDIS

E.O0. 12958:

N/A

TAGS: PREL, OSCE, PGOV, KZ, RS, AF,

SUBJECT OSCE Weekly nghllghts

G’G TU IS‘;

June 1 - 4, .2010

Chairmanship Aiming to Produce Coxrfu Infﬁ'er‘ilﬁ’ ‘Report by June: 21

UNITED 'STATES'DI‘P TMENT OF STATE:

' ‘CHIT M BOLSTER-
DATF/CASE ID: 02 FEB 2012 201004163

UNCLASSIFIED

StateDept0437



UNCLASSIFIE]

Turkey Raises Gaza Flotilla at the OSCE

3. (SBU) At the jOlnt FSC/PC meeting June 1, Turkish. PermReD

Saribas raised the topic of Israel's mllltary operation agalnst ‘+the
Gaza flotilla, which he termed a "grav' viglation of 1nte=natlonal
law" for which there Wwas no justifica He cited state
the UN Secu; Y, bnc11 and representa,_ves of NATO the EU, and -
the Parllamentary Assembly of the Cournicil of Europe condemning:
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Israeli actions and expressing regret at ﬁhé loss of life. Saribas
called for the immediate release of the ships and persons detdined.

by Israeli forces, as well as a prompt, credlble investigation 1ntQ
the incident. ‘The Isrxaeli deputy PermRep, in her reply, focused,on

the legitimacy of the blockade and asserted that Israeli forces
acted . onlysin'self~defense, after being v1olently provoked b
passengers of the Marmara ship:. She drew attention to the fa
that the organlzers .of the flotilla had. refused to: hand ‘the. goods
over for inspection, which she interpreted &g proof that the.
purpose. of the flotilla was not ‘humanitarian, but political. The-
United States read the May 31 statement made by A551stant Secretary
Crowley, while the BU, Canada, and Ru551a drew attentlon to
statements ‘they had made. in othexr fora. Saribas exercised his
right of reply to.state ‘that the explanatlons provided by the
Israeli. deputy PermRep "did not satisfy other 1nternatlonal
organizations or: the: countries here today.’

Likely Agreement to Hold Energy Security Meeting in Vilnius.
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r;__(g)_gmm_omBs 11l B1
l | gave gérhngfixst-hand;account:ofﬂthe

May 31 Israeli interdiction of the Gaza-bound Mavi Marmara.

According to

UNITED.STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE
REVIEW AUTHORITY: ARCHIE M BOLSTER
DATE/CASE ID: 02 FEB 2012 201004163

the Israeli Defense Force (IDF) made several
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unsuccessful attempts to seize the Mavi Marmara before firxing on
and killing passengers. He contends the passengers reacted
spontaneously out. of surprise and fear and then quickly ceased
resisting when they realized the IDF was u51ng live ammunition..
Unsal alleges the. IDF spec1al forces were carrying "small
notebooks" ‘with about 20 names and faces of Mavi Marmara
passengers, targeting Palestinians, NGDfleadersL and journalists,

NCLASSIFIED

Bl

2. (C) on June 11, j

| gave us a first-hand account of the:
Israeli raid on the IHH-led flotilla.. was a passenger on the
Mavi Marmara on May 31 when it was. boarded by Israeli Defense Foztce
(IDP) special forces. He claimed the Muslims on board were
finishing their morning prayers vwhen they heard shouts from other:
passengers that Israeli forces wetre beglnnlng their operation. The
Israelis initially fired tear gas and tsound bombs" on the open
deck, but aid these had almost no effect on ‘the passengers::
The Israe11s=,' ,‘fempted to board the Mav1fMarmara from ea,
using grappling hooks, which the passengeérs were. able to unhook
from the railings-.

3. {(C) After ‘the failed sea- boardlng attempt the Israeli spe01al
forces began to ‘rappel down frofn helicopters. Some IDE troops
landed on the roof of the bridge without incident. contends
the passengers 1n1t1ally reacted by throwing onions; potatoes,‘andh
only later resorted to:'metal pipes. He, said the passengers. cti
spontaneously out: of surprlse and fear and were not execut: ng &
pre-planned resistance. concedes thtee IDF soldiers iwere
captured, stripped of their side- arms, and ‘taken below decks: "We:
were afraid the younger brothers would.get exc1ted and shoot the
Israelis," he: said, "so we took the guns and put them into the

sea." When the IDF began to open flre,[:::::fsaid no one ‘was
scared because everyone assumed the Israelis were using rubber
bullets. Once the passengers saw passengers being felled by

gunfire {::::] claims: he saw a passenger standing two meters: from o
him shot in ‘the Head), the passengers stopped: flghtlng

remembets the wholé& engagement as lasting about 30 minutes,

4, (C) After the Mavi Marmara was boarded by :more IDF troops, all

the passehgers were sent to their rooms. The dead wete colleécted:

and the wounded takeén into medical care. The remaining passengers
were held below decks for about four hours while dogs were brought
aboard to sniff for bombs and other weapons.. [::::]sald no yeapons
were found, other than four or five knives f£rom the kitchen. Heé

UNCLASSIFIED
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said an unarmed In;:lon'e:‘sia’.n.pasjs’engﬁe'r who released the three UNCLASSIFIED

captured Istaeli soldiers was shot and seriocusly wounded BY'the
IDF. All passengers were then bound-and taken above deck where
they waited for another six hours. Afterward, they were unbound
and taken to: the cabins below. ' ' -

5. (C)[:::::}és%iﬁéﬁés the Mavi Marmara arrived at-an Israeli port
the next day at about 2:00 AM. ZAll the passengers' electronic

devices were confiscated or destroyed. He claimed he was carrying’

$20,000 in cash, which he declared during entry processing. The
money was missing when his bags were later returned. The
passengers=were“held'in jail cells, two-to-four people per cell.
Some, but not all, of the passengers were "interrogated." Unsal
made no mention: 6f any physical abuse.

6. (C)[::::::Fllegedvﬁhat he and other passengers saw "a small
notebook that some of the Israelis dropped. About 20 names &and
faces were .in the. notébook." He said ‘the names included
Palestinians, leaders of IHH and other NGOs, and some journalists.

believes one of the initial IDF objectives was to "kidnap"
the people listed in the notebook.

7. (C)

8. (C)

COMMENT

9. (C)
[ He made clear that the IDE's actions. graduall

escalated only after several unsucdessfil adttempts to seizé ‘the'

ship -- and after three IDF soldiers ‘had been takén below deck. He

is optimisticsthezgqntroye;sy»sunrqundinggthe=interdiction'wiii

lead to the easing of Israel's blockade of Gaza. |
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SUBJECT: WOULD BE LEBANESE GAZA FLOTILLA CAUGHT IN 'THE :DOLDRUMS

REF: 10 BEIRUT 527

CLASSIFIED BY: Michele J. Sison, Ambassador;

REASON: 1.:4i(B), (D)

State, Embassy Beirit ;i

1. (C) SUMMARY Desplte leballah Secretary: General Hasgsan
Nasrallah's: June 4 'call for a "Freé&dom Flotilla Two,™ the:
flotilla's Lebanese organlzers have.beéen “unable to make any
significant progress :on - organ121ng another convoy ‘and are
continuing to fundraise. Parallel groups also held a press
conference in Beirut on June 11 to describe: plans for another’
attempt to break the blockade on Gaza by’ air or sea "after .a
month." Separatelyu-a delegatlon representlng all Lebanese P
presented a letter to::he_Embassy condemnlng the: assault on &
Turkish cénvey and, ca llng for internationdl action on the 1ssue;
While motivation may remain in. Lebanon .for:'a follow-om . flotilla,
logistical, polltlcal and Fundlng barrlers ‘are likely to prevent
its launch in the near: term. End Summary

FLOTILLA ORGANIZERS SHORT OF CASH

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATKE
REVIEW AUTHORITY: ARCHIE M. BOLSTER
DATE/CASE ID: 02 FEB.2012: 201004163
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2. (SBU) Desplte Hizballah Secretary General Hassan Nasrallah's
June 4 call for .z "Fieedom Flotilla Two! (reftel), the £lotilla's:
Lebanese organizers ‘have been unable to make any 51gn1f1cant
progress: in organizing another convoy. Inan ad on page four of
the June 12 edition of al- Akhbar, the .local NGOs Free Palestine
Movement and Journalists without Limits admitted that they za2re
having trouble locating and insuring a ‘boat. In the ad, they asked:
for several things: ' 7 ‘

-- Donations, starting as low as $10, for renting or bﬁyinghaubéiﬁg.
-- Donations of ‘educational materials for the children of Gaza; and.

~- Contact from boat OWners‘wh0>mightlwish-to donate, rent oxr sell
their boats.

The two groups also urged those who want to participate to reserve
spaces in the: £lotilla, and the ad included their contact
information (phone: +961-7- -1699778, e-mail:

journallsts@journallsm ‘com <mailto: journallsts@journallsm com> ),
The ad also prov1ded ‘the nuniber of a bank account at the Fransabank
Hamra biranch (in Belrut) for donatlons

3. (SBU) On June 11; an unrelated press conference was held at the;
Bristol Hotel. in Beirut to promote future attempts to break the
blockade.: ofi ‘Gaza. The Jine 12 edition of‘As~Safir'reported that
the conferencé was organized by "The International ee
Breaking: the Gaza: Blockade and Palestlnlan Vlctory¢" Accordl g ‘tor
the commlttee‘s prcss*spokesman, ‘Mohammad Hamdan, the groupﬁls
hoping to. o¥ganize: another' sea:. convoy, with ships coming
simultanecusly from various countries. It also hopes to break the
blockade: by fly1ng small planes into Gaza: At the press
conference, held after a meeting on the toplc organized by former;
PM Salim al-Hoss, the organlzers said they hoped to laiinch .a new

flotilla *“after a month. They declined to’ fix a date for the
launch, instéad sa 1ng they would make an announcement after
finalizing: preparatlons Those w1sh1ng to obtaln fore 1nformatlon4

were dl:ected tp,the‘group ‘s website, www.gazasiege.org
<http://www.gazisiége.org> .

4. (SBU) The committee's vice president, Mohammad Sowalaha rejected
offers of Iranian Republican Guard Corps escorts for future
flotillas in order not to give Israel a justlflcathD for attacklng
the convoys, which he described as purely civilian. The same
article 1ncluded an interview with Amc1t Paul Larudee, whom the
paper describes as the founder of the "Free Gaza Movement... T
Larudee, who allegedly partlclpated in thHe first Fréedom Flotilla.,

UNCLASSIFIED
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described his refusal to cooperate,witthsraeli.officiéls;When
detaln?d" , UNCLASSIFIED
MANY DOUBT A FLOTILLA LAUNCH SOON

F e L e e R R e

6. (C

T

provzded more:- 1nformatlon to the Embassy’ s PAO on June 10.,1 r

is not a member of Journallsts without Limits, though Iknows

other journallsts who are. said the group is made up of leftist

activists who have no. money, adding that did not believe they
were going -ar Sre also: assessed that leb:l
might event Y prov1de ‘some’ Iranian monsy to the group i

to compete with: Turkey on the issue, but] |did not think the party

would do so. in the short term. ] bredlcted that any Lebanese
ship would have to go under the umbrella of an 1nternatlonal
flotllla because it would be "too destablllwlng on. bllateral
level.

7. (C)

LEBANESE PARTIES PRESENT LETTER DENOUNCING ISRAEL

UNCLASSIFIED
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8. (C) On June 11, a delegation{

visited the- Embassy and met with Pol/Econ: Chief to deliver a:
demarche regardlng the May 31 Israeli attack on the "Freedom
Flotilla." ‘The delegatlon represented all Lieébanese political
parties, w which convened an urgent meetlng at PSP headquarters on
May 31 to denocunce the Israeli assault on the "Freedom Flotilla.™
(Note: For text of the letter, see para 11. 'End note.)

9. (C) [::::::]stressed that all parties from both the March 14 and.
March 8 blocs were unanimous in condemning. and denouncing the
Israeli assault. Ffurther indicated ‘that the parties agreed to
vigit the P- -5 emba551es to deliver a protest note .and to call on
the Security Council ‘to lift the blockade imposed -on Gaza.

added that Istrael should be held accountable for its actions and:
noted that the Lebanese political parties had organized a series ‘of
demonstrations near the UN Economic and Social Commission fox

Western Asia headquarters in Beirut to protest Israeli attacks. [;;]
an ’

stressed that their letter reflects a unified Lebanese position:
sa2id the international community, and .especially the U.S.; .should;

exert pressure on Israel to stop its inhumane practices.

10. (C)l underscored the importance of
resolving the Gaza crisis irrespective of the polltlcal
compléxities evolv1ng around the Palestinian crisis, adding that
"Resolving the case of one million Palestinians living in Gaza
should be prlorltlzed in accordance with humanitarian rules.!
called for lifting the embargo imposed on Gaza and stressed the

primary role of the U.S. in addressing the crisis saying, "The s
has the greatest respon51b111ty because it symbollzes great-val
and prlnc1ples. Pol/Econ Chigf rei rated. POTUS‘rcommen stk

the situation in: Gaza is: unacceptable‘and unsustalnable and.
detailed U.S. efforts to .ensure a credible investigation of the.
incident. He also underscored U.S. commitmént to addressing the
humanitarian: situation im Gaza whilée -ensuring that weapons are not
smuggled into the region.

11. (C) COMMENT: |

TEXT OF THE PROTEST LETTER
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UNCLA;S‘SIFIED

12. (SBU) BEGIN EMBASSY'S INFORMAL TRANSLATION:

The Lebanese political parties, currents and movements strongly
denounce and condemn the Israeli massacre committed on the: mornlngg
of May 31; 2010 agalnst the "Freedom Flotllla" that was hea
the Gaza: strlp, “which has been. be51eged by Israel. since Deécsiiber
2008. As usual, Israel went beyond: the limits in breaking all
human and international rules; conventions -and practices, and broke.
maritime laws: and the rights of peaceful citizens from various
nationalities in expressing their solidarity with the people .of
Gaza,; who are suffering the tragedy of -a political and economlca1
siege, through their part1c1patlon in channellng food and medlcal
humanitarian supplies.

Therefore, the: Lebanese political parties, currents and moveménts:
request that the international community end ‘the aggre551ve Israeli
practices, which are labeled as terrorist acts and maritime piracy,
which requires immedizate prosecution. It also calls on the
Security Counc¢il to assume its responsibility in deterring Israel,
immediately lift the siege on Gaza; and implement sanctions on "
Israel forecing it to pay compensation for the human and social
tragedy it caused.

The Lebanese Ppolitical parties, currents and movements believe:
is time for the United Nations to fully agsume its respon51b111t1es
by restorlng the credibility to 1nternatlonal law, which Israel thas
systematlcally continued breéaking for decades. The international.
silence about: this: helnous crime is tantamount to tacit compllc1ty
with Israe11 crimes, which do not appear 11kely to stop in the
foreseeable future.

Signed,
The Lebanese political parties, currents and movements

END INFORMAIL TRANSLATION.
SISON
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1. (SBU). Summary and Comment. .MFA Director General Yossi
Gal and Legal Adviser Ehud Keinan briefed members of the
dlplomatlc corps June 16 .on the GOI's ‘Actions following ‘the
May 31 1nterceptlon of a flotilla, seeklng to break the nayval
blockade of Gaza. Keinan explained & r,s_tructure and. powers;
of the special public ‘Commission establlshed by ‘the
government stre551ng ‘thé ‘GOI. view that the cémmission mests:
requirements of ‘the Securlty Counc1l's Pre51dent1al Statement
calling for an 1ndependent .credlble and transparent
investigation. DG Gal noted stéps the GOI :is con51der1ng to.
ease the restrictions on the flow of reconstriiction
assistance to Gaza, réferring to an agreement reached w1th UN
Special Coordlnator Serry rcgardlng the. transfer of goods
seized from the Flokilla to Gaza. Gal also noted. that ‘the
Israeli cabinet is meeting intensively £o review wakrious
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proposals that would continue to guarantee Israell security
requirements while also improving the living conditions of
Gaza's civilian population. Gal then turned to the
p0551b111ty of another flotilla sailing from Lebanon. in the

next few days. Notlng that Lebanocn is regarded as .a "hostile.

state," Gal said Israel would .consider ‘any .such flotilla ‘to.

be a provocation: and not /a huminitarian effort. Referrlng to

public statements by ‘Hizballah leaders and one .of the
organizers of the flotilla, Gal, said Israel will not allow
any ships. from Lebanon to reach Gaza, although arrangements
could be: made: tbrough existing: channels to dellver any
legitimate humanltarlan supplies by land Gal called on the:

international community to: urge "states: lnvolved in promotlng

flotillas" to: take steps to stop this ioné. He asked

diplomatic representatlves to urge théir citizens not: to takef

; alled on. the Government of Lebanon to “do dts part
to malntaln peace: in the ‘region" by preventlng the flotilla
from sailing. Gal warned that given the possibility that
Eizballah terrorists would be on board, the Israeli Navy
would act accordingly:

2. (C) Comment: |

Specialeublib-Cbmmission

3. (SBU) MFA Legal Adviser Keinan began the briefing by
noting that the government reviewed several options for
formlng Gormittees .of: 1nvest1gat10n and. settled on iwhat. he

termed a "sp:c1al publﬂc comm1551on of 1nqu1ry" o be headed.

by retlred Supreme Court: JqulGe Terkel The commlsSLQn s
mandate will include iéxamining the legal questlons involved
in Israel's blocdkade of Gaza .and the decision to intercept
the flotllla in interhatlonal waters, the actions of the

procedures £or 1nve5t1gat1ng allegatlons of v1olatlons of
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International Humanitarian Law. In addition to Justice
Terkel, the commission will include one of Israel's leading
experts on international law and maritime law, Shabtai Rosen;
as well as a retlred major general. In addltlon, there will
be two forelgn observers (a first in Israeli. 1nvest1gatlons)
who will participate in the hearings and dellberatlons but-
not have voting rights.

4. (SBU) Keinan said the commmission will have the power ‘to
take testimony from individuals and entities, both Israeli
and foreign. It can command testimony from the Prime
Minister-, Deéfense; Mlnlster, and the IDF: Chief of General

Staff. If the commission suspects criminal act1v1ty took.
place, it will transfer its information to the Attorney
General. The commission will submit its report to the

government, with the intent that it be released publicly.
Keinan said the ‘GOI believes this commission corresponds to
the UNSC Presidential Statement of June 1. He noted the

positive reactions of many countries. 1In response to a
guestion from the Brazilian embassy regardlng whether Israel
has responded to the UNSYG's proposal for an international
1nvest1gatlon, Kéinan said the GOI beliéves the comm1551on At
has established meéts the SC's requlremcnts, addlng that
Israel remains in close contact with the SYG.

Changes in Gaza Policy

5. {(SBU) Director General Gal then updated the dlplomats on’
discussions. regarding Israel's Gaza pollcy He. noted the GOI
had reached n“agreement with UN Spec1a1 Coordlnator Robert
Serry regardyng the transfer of supplles selzed from the May
31 flotilla to Gaza in coordination with - the UN. ‘The UN
agreed to take possession ofi all ‘the cargo, vwhich ‘Israel
agreed could be used for: UN projects. Gal said Israel was
still working on a similar arrangement for the cargo on ‘the’
M/V Rachel CGorrie, an Irish ship stopped by Israel on dJune 5.

6. (SBU) Gal reported that the Israeli cabinet had met ‘that:
morning to review Gaza pollcy options; adding that. the,
cabinet would meet again ‘the morning ‘of dune 17. (Note: The
Prime Minisgter's media .adviser issiied 'a statement June 17
that described in. general teérms some adgustments in Tsraeli
policy, reported septcl ) Gal said Israel's essential
requirements were to guarantee that arms and ‘explosives not.
reach Gaza and that Hamas not benefit from any change . in
policy. The cabinet's discussions were aimed at examlnlng
proposals that would dontinue- to ensure Israell security:
while improving the welfare of Gaza's: civilian. population.
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He appealed to the international community to recognize
Israel's legitimate security needs and ‘to ¢ontinué to. uphold
the Quartet"'s conditions for contacts with Hamas-. ' B

Flotilla from ILebanon

7. (SBU)'Tprning,tO‘what struck us as the most important:
part of the briefing, Gal said Israel has received "clear
indications" that a new flotilla will depart Lebanon for: Gaza
in the next two ‘to three days:. Since ‘this flotllla would be
embarking from,an enemy state, Israel must consider the
p0551b111ty that it will carry weapons, explosives and
terrorists on board. This: flotilla, he stressed; would not
be humanitarian in nature but rather a political provocation.
He referred to numerous statements by Hizballah leaders
expressing support for a flotilla as a means of breaklng

Israzel's' maritime blockade of Gaza, and noted that :one of the

flotilla's organizers had spoken publicly of tlie passengers
becoming martyrs and that the goal of the flotilla was to:
"provoke Israel from the sea."

8. (SBU) Gal said: categorlcally that Israel will not allow
any ships from Lebanon to land, in- Gaza, though he noted that
legitimate humanltaxlan cargo: could_be delivered to Gaza
through the established channels. Passengers on board the
Lebanese flotilla may be detained by Israel. in accordance-
with Israeli law since they would be coming from a hostile

state. Gal reminded the diplomats that Israeli soldier Gilad.

Shzlit has ‘been held by Hamas in Gaza foi

over' four years

without :any ‘access to the Red Cross or any communication: with;

his family.

9. (SBU) Gal called on the international community to urge
those countries involved in sponsoring ‘the Lebanese flotilla
(i.e. presumably Iran and Syrla) to stop it. He said
governments. should ask their citizens not to take part in.
attempts to break the Israeli blockade. ,He,also called oh
the Lebanese government to do its part to maintain regional
peace and security by preventing the flotilla from 'sailing:

10.  (©) ]
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The media reported:that yesterday the Prime: Minister's Office-
announced that the: dlplomatlc securlty cablnet had agreed to: relax
Israel's: blockade on: :Gaza (1nclud1ng the authorization to 1mbort
concrete, iron,. : -and all kinds of food; the naval blockade remains in
place) ; however, no binding decision ‘was .ever madeé durlng the:
cabinet meeting. HaQaretz noted that the Prlme Mlnlster =
issued a;; ;
also. sent.

'f:re,g _dlplomats,vhowev this ‘version ‘was

substantlaily different from the ‘Hebrew announcement: —- accordlng td

the English text; a . de0151on was made ‘to ease the blockade, but An
the Hebrew text there ls no ‘mention of any such de01510n. HaQaretz
wondered whether thls discrepancy might have ‘been a. deliberate
attempt to buy time in the face of ‘international pressure, or
whether it wds a clerical omission on: the part of the Prime

Minister's Offlce. Lieading medla quoted Whlte House Press Secretary

Robert Gibbs: as, saying- yesterday durlng’hls dally brleflng~ QWe:

welcome the pr1n01ples that ‘were announced: by the ‘Israeli Government:

today. TheyQre a. step in the right direction. We will contlnue to
work in the coming days with our Israeli frlends to contlnue to

improve a humanltarlan situation in Gaza that the PreSLdent has sald

is unsustalnable.
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The Jerusalem Post reported that DM Bardik told U,.S. Specizl Envoy-
George Mitchell yeésterday in Jerusalem that dayéto—day-problems
should not be allowed to divert the indirect talks between Israel
and the Palestinian Authority.

Israel Radio quoted DM Ehud Barak as saying that Israel w111 view
Lebanon as responsrble for the flotilla expected to sail for Gaza
from Lebanese ports in the coming days. The radio reported that
Lebanese PM' Saad Hariri rejected Barast charge. Israel Radio
quoted a Kuwaiti newspaper as saylng that Egypt has rejected
IsraelQs regquest to ban the passage through the Suez Canal of ‘a
Gaza-bound Iranian Shlp

HaQaretz reported that members of the. Knesset's Foreign .Affairs: and
Defense Committee are demandlng ‘that DM Benjamln ‘NetanyahuQs
military secretary, Maj. Gen. Yohanan Loketr, explain the handling ‘of"
events leading up to the takeover of the Free Gaza Flotilla.

Maariv reported that Turkey has presented new conditions to the
return of its ambassador to Israel. HaQaretz reported that
unrelated to the d_plomatlc tensions between Israel and Turkey, the:
Knesset is scheduled to hold a session later this month on the
Armenian genoc1de allegedly perpetrated by Ottoman Turks Buk due
to an agreement between the government . .and. the Knesset, the.
discussion will be held not in the plenum, ‘biit in 2 Knesset.
committee ~- most likely the Foreign Affairs -and Defense Committee.
Committee Chalrman Tzachi Hanegbi said yesterday ‘that if, as
expected, -the Knesset House Committee selects the panel he heads to
host the se&sion, he will probably schedule the hearing for two
weeks from now.

The Jerusalem Post; quoted Syrlan President.. Hafez Assad as sayl.ﬁ
yesterday 4n an, intérview with the BBC that ‘IsraelQs raid: on the
flotilla ‘His increased the chances of war in ‘the Mlddle East.

Maariv described the unpredlctable character and actions of Lord
David Trimble, who will be an observer in the Israeli commission of’

inquiry.

Maariv reported that Israeli Arab Knesset Member Hanin Zoabi
(National. Democratic Assembly Q Balad), ‘who was on 'board the
Gaza-bound. flotilla and was. punlshed by the Knesseth Hou
Committee: for her actlon, told the newspaper that she would join
future such ventures.

Maariv reported that DM Barak has hlnted to PM Netanyahu that Labor
would have to quit the Government if there is not diplomatic
development in the next six months.
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Both Yediot and Maariv put into guestion the fate of Mossad Dixector
Meir Dagan following the failure of the spy ‘agencyQ@s latest: '
operations.

The Jerusalem Dost reported that Canadian PM Stephen Harper, BQnai
Brith Canada, and MPs from the New Democratic Party (NDP) have
criticized: NDP MP Libby Davies this week in the wake of comments
suggesting Israel .should not exist she made at an anti- Israel rally
earlier thi's month in Vancouver.

Maariv reported that Sheikh' Raed Salah,; ‘the head of the northern
branch of Israele Islamlc Movement is headlng the renovation of

Safed mosque,. which was abandoned by Arab: residents when they fled
the city in 1948..

A1l media led with the mass demonstzations attended by 100-200,000;
ultra-Orthodox Jews. in Jérusalem and Bnei Brak to protest the ﬁigh
Court of Justice decision - rejectlng ‘the separation between Ashkena21
and Sephardi students in a school in Emmanuel in the West Bank.
Dozensfof,parentsvwere,sent to,jall.for two weeks for: wviolation oFf
the courtQs decision. Police are still'looking for 22 mothers.

This mornihg Istael Radio reported that the women were granted a
reprieve until Sunday: Yediot states that two Jewish QstatesQ exist
for two Onations..

I. OAt This Table, Israel Has Already Folded

Military correspondent Amos Harel and Palestinian affairs
correspondent Av1 Issacharoff wrote in the 1ndependent left- 1ean1ng
HaQaretz (6/18) QEnforcement of the blockade -- the purpcse of thei
government's .order to .stop a Gaza-bound flotllla by force ‘on May ‘31
-~ has éffectively ended. This is part -of -the prlce Israel is:
paying the international community 'in order: o end. the £l tllla
affair and. prevent a rerun of ‘the uproar t_at led to last year's
Goldstone Report Bit: perhaps’ the prlce is not so ‘high. TIsrael
will give ip sémething that was uhhécessary anyway: the ban on
allowing food products and other goods: c1a551f1ed as- QluxurlesQ 1nto
Gaza. This ban ‘was actually a collective punlshment for ‘the
abduction of Israeli soldier ‘Gilad Shalit.... The right £lank of
Netanyahu's Cabinet is far from thrilled with these steps, and the.
same goes for senior defense establlshment off1c1als But: - ‘hen the:
Obama admlnlstration insists, the Netanyahu government giv

The recent cabinet discussions appear to be cementlng Israel's 1mage
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in the Arab -- and perhaps also the Western -- world as a state: that:
mainly understands: the language of force. The Turkish passengers
who beat Israeli naval commandos with clubs on the deck of the Mavi.
Marmara have scored a victory.. Turklsh Prime Minister Recep Tayylp

JNCLASSIFIED

Erdogan will now be portrayed as the leader who broke Israel's {

resistance. But even so, a partial ea51ng of the blockade at an"“
1nconven1ent time is better than contlnulng the current flawed
policy.

ITI. QObamaQs Double Game

Editor-in-Chief Amnon TLord wrote in: the nationalist, Orthodox Makor
Rishon-Hatzofe (6/18): QIt appears that Obama is playing a hitherto
unobserved double game: he maintains the pollcy of U.S. relatlons )
with Israel at a level of supposed understandlng and: proxlmlty. ‘He:
outsources hostile activity. Instead .of! holdlng back, he' allows the
U.N. and Europe to threaten and. entangle Israel. He sometimes
assumes thé role of good cop, letting ‘Ban Ki-moon be ‘the bad .cop.
The beginning: of coordination between Israel Egypt, and Saudl
Arabia will tech Obama that he might become less relevant.

ITI. QThe Miracle of the Vuvuzelas

Political and parties columnist Sima Kadmon wrote on page one: of ‘the
mass-circitilation, Pluralist Yediot Aharonot (6/18) QIt seems: that
Netanyahu and\Barak are countlng on the Israell publlc not:

. rng [about the flotilla issu There ‘is no ‘public: ‘rage:.
Rabin’ Square [in Tal Av1v] hasnQt ¢ “Fi ied wlth crowds’ demandlng =Y
commission: of. investigation. The. ‘Government wonQt fall in the wake
of the findings that will emerge. Netanyahu and Barak are
trumpeting their vuvuzélas, and the caravan is .going through. Even
the Opposition doesnQt accuse Netanyahu. and Barak of ulterior:
motives. This week BarakQs entourage ‘acdcéntuated the lack of need
for a commission of investigation: they argue that we have- two:
commissions of investigation -- the firs: ‘has 120 members,
the Knesset. The second. 1ncludes flve, :lllon people, who prese
their flndlngs every -few years, during ‘the élections.

IV. QGood Morning, Ehud

Senior columnist and longtime peace advocate Yoel Marcus wrote in
the independent, left-leaning ‘Ha'aretz (6/18) ‘QWe ‘have reached :a-
point where the country can't defend 1tself w1thout being though” to
be threatenlng the nelghborhood The questlon i's ‘whether N 5 :
understands how bad our situation i§ and How urgently we need a
kind of plan that will relieve our distress. The ambition to
survive as prime minister is not a solution for anythlng The & ,
way Barak can make: his lnfluence felt s the threat that Labor w‘ll
resign from the government and leave Netanyahu with Shas and Forelgn
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UNCLADSIFIED
Minister Avigdor Lieberman of Yisrael Beiteinu. That would be
accompanied by the danger of deterloratlon, ending with Netanyahu
losing the premiership for the second. amnd final time and. leavlng
behind a country considered a leper by the world. Despite ‘the
daring plan that [Barak] spoke about already a few months ago
without doing anything about it, we have deteriorated to a point

where we're a hair's breadth away from an lmposed 'solution. There
is only one way to stop the deterloratlon, and that is to bring
Kadima into a functioning broad government -- a government that will

1mplement the plan of two states for two peoples .and get all the:
world's lepers off our back.

V. QBetter- Late than Never

Ha'aretz editorialized (6/18): QThe MilitarY’Advocate Genexrdl ‘is
poised to file a grave indictment against an IDF soldier from the
Givati Brigade who. allegedly shot and killed two Palestinian women
carrying whlte flags in an open field durlng Operation Cast Lead in:
the Gaza Strip. Riyeh and Majda Abu Hajaj, a mother and daughtexz,
were killed while fleeing their home after the IDF had ordered them
to leave it. This' severe incident of killing was first exposed by
B'Tselem; the“Israell Informatlon Center for Human nghts An the
Occupled Terr"torles, and ‘by HaQaretz reporter Amira ‘Hasgsg -- both ot
whom investigated theé suspicions and coliected testimony ‘from
eyewitnesses shortly after the 1ncldent.... The army prosecutlon
should be commended for its courageous and necessary decision: to put
the soldier on trial. Shooting at ciwvilians who &@re carrying white
flags ahd pose ho +thresat to the soldietrs is a war crime. If. 1t
transpires that the soldier did iso, heumust be severely p"‘
However; one . must wonder why the. IDF 1n't1ally trled to ignoxe Lo
deny the : "Xy and why the 1nvestlgat _“d agged on for 'so lon w0
Now it is ‘Eime to praise the army prosecution, make sure the truth
comes out, and conduct: a swift trial. -And it is also ‘timeé: to repent
the sin of having . slandered and smeared nongovernmental groups that
are doing sacred work on behalf of democracy.

VI. OWeathering the Approaching Storm

Deputy Managing Editor and rlght wing columnlst Carcline B Glick:
wrote in the conservatlve, 1ndependent Jerusalem Post: - (6/18!2
OIsrael is ehdangered today as it has never béén before. Thé.
Turkish-Hamas flotilla two weeks ago prec1p1tated a number of
dangerous developments.... Recent statements by the leaders of Iran,,
Turkey, Syria, Hamas, and Hizbullah make clear that the members of
the Iranian axis view the Mavi Marmara episode as a strategic

victory in their ongoing campaign against Israel. The international
stampede against Israel at the U.N., the Whlte House, and. througho@t
Europe eXpoSed‘ISraele Achilles heel.... In light .of the IDEQ§

UNCLASSIFIED

StateDept0459



failure to. understand TurkeyQs transformation from ally to enemy in
a timely manner, its incompetent planning. for the Mavi Marmara -
takeover and its problematlc performance ;in ‘both Operation Gast: Lead
and the Second Lebanon War, Netanyahu must create an external body
empowered to assess' and dlctate the medns fok preparing fox emerglng

threats.... The Iranian shlps are already en route, and the ships

from Lebanon could appear at any moment.... Time is of the essence.

No, Israel does not want another Goldstone kangaroo court. But :

right now, kangaroo courts are not our biggest problem. - UNCLASSIFIED

VII. QDouble Standards

Conservative Op'ﬁd'Page Editor Ben-Dror Yemini wrote in the pop
pluralist Maariv’ (6/18) QThe list of ‘the 87 :souls eliminated

United States in May includes Mustafa. al Yazid, a senior member of o

al Qaeda [1n.AfghenlstanJ He wasnQt alone., All the members of ‘his
family were killed in the operation -- his wife, his three

daughters, and additional family meémbers. Wide-ranging searches -did.

not find a single word of criticism in the mainstream Western press:.
This is the same press that dealt for days with the nine shahids:

from the Turkish branch of global Jihad.... According to the
industry of lies;. IDF is an army of ‘criminals,; and NATO and Ui
forces are righteous among the nations: They are entitled’ to de

anything. Israel mustht lose: the U.S. We have ‘only one stch
friend. We are allowed to clarify some basic truths to the U.S<

VIII. QA Defining Moment for American-Israeli Relations

Professor Alon Ben-Meir, an international relations and Middle
Eastern affairs expert who teaches at New York Unlver51ty, wrot
The Jerusalem Post: (6/18).: QIt is abundantly clear that the
situation in the Mlddle East is becomlngi i
dangerous:. Iran is. speedlng toward acqulrlng nuclear weapons, the!
tension between Israel and Hizbullah is rising: Syria is assumlng a
steadily more aggressive p051tlon, ‘and Hamas is riding hlgh on, the
waves of the flotilla disaster. The room for miscalculation is
forever present, and any small incident coitld trigger a regional
conflagration. Israél must work closely with the U.S. to change: ithe
equation for the better. This is the moment that will define:
American- Israell relatlons for decades to come.

CUNNINGHAM.
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SUBJECT: LEBANESE CONCERNED BY" REPORES OF FLOTILLA TO DEPART FOR:
GAZA, BUT SAY IT WILL NOT HAPPEN BEFORE JUNE 20

REF:

CLASSIFIED ‘BY: Thomas. F. Daughton; Deptfi”cﬁiéf'of”MiSéién(.Stéfép

Embassy Beirut; REASON: '1.4(B),

1. (C) Summazry:

10 MDA 10497

The: Lébanese press continues to repbrt‘iﬁat one of

10 BEIRUT 539;

10 BEIRUT 527

D)

two shlps —— @ither the Mariam or the Ali al=Naji -- will depart
Lebanon: in_the comlng days and. attempt. to break: the blockade on;

Gaza.

[DHTLDSTATESDFPARTDHH(FOTSTATE
REVIEW-AUTHORITY: ARCHIE M BOLSTER
DATE/CASE:ID: 02 FEB.2012 201004163
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PRESS SPECULATES LAUNCH IMMINENT

- - —— o Gt oob t b Bt ot B3 o e s i e it e e i e e

2. (SBU) The Lebanese press continues ‘to -speculate: ‘that a‘shlp 0L

ships will depart Lebanon for Gaza inm the commng ‘days. Ty
different initiatives are currently receiving coverage. mhe;
organizers of ‘the Mariam (ref &), ¢haraéterized as a ship Bearing’
female activists and humanltarlan supplles,<told the media :June
that they had no connection to leballah ‘and 1n51sted that the
boat was ready to sail. The organizers of the Ali al-Naji (ref B),
the Liebanese NGOs Free Palestine Movement: and Journallsts Wlthout i
Limits, said that their boat would depart with:: ;
25 European activists, including EuropeanlMP t] A
One U.S.-based source stated that the: boat. planned to |
25. End note.) Comiments by Israeli Deferise Minister ‘Ehud Baxak!
warning that the GOL would be held accountable for any "v;ol'thajd
dangerous confrontation" received promlnent coverage, ‘and PM Harlri
responded by decrying Israeli "threats."

——— v 1 ¥ T o o S v

3. (C)[:::::::::ltold the Ambassador ‘on June 18 that there i's nd:
evidence' that any ships will depart from liebanon for Gaza in the

"next two days." |

5. (€)[__ |said that he had no specific information about the

location of any suspect ships.

UNCL ASSIFIED
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“As for who is financing the
campaidn; | Ireported That a Palestinian businessman was: behind

it. (Notej; A Syrian~born Palestlnlan Businessman named Yasir
Qashlag has been :reported in the press: to be financing the shlp.
End note.).

6. (C)

GENERAL SECURITY SAYS PERMISSION WILL BE REQUIRED
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E.O. 13526: DECL: 2020/07/06.
TAGS: PGOV;; PREL;, PTER; 'TU

SUBJECT: IHH Releases Its Repott on' the Gaza, Flotllla
REF: 10 ANKARA 971; 10 ANKARA 965; 10 ANKARA B89

CLASSIFIED BY: Douglas Silliman, Deputy Ch:.ef of Mission, State,
EXEC; REASON: 1.4(B), (D)

1. (SBU) SUMMARY: International Humahitarian Help -- ‘the
organization . ‘better knowh by its acdronym;, IHH: -- has published &:

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE:
REVIEW AUTHORITY: ARCHIE:M BOLSTER:
DATE/CASEID: 02FEB 2012 201004163-

StateDept0465



report recording its version of what occurred on the "Gaza Peace
Flotilla™ 1ntercepted by Israeli soldiers, leaving nine people
dead. The English-language report is presumably based on the
testimony of participants without input from the government of
Israel. Preédickably,; the IHH finds Israel in violation of:
international 1aw dnd accuses Israel of "terrorlst“ acts. T
also published an autopsy report which alleges the: Israeli sold 3
fired upon ‘the: shlp from: the air, and that the Israelis attempted
to cover up: their “crimes. The reports also state that lawyers:in
a number of countries intend to bring legal cases against the state
of Israel to the International Criminal Court on behalf of the
participants in the flotilla. END SUMMARY.

2. (SBU) The IHH drew the Embassy's attention via fax to the
publication of 1ts report on the 31 May confrontation between: “+the
Israeli army and. the "Gaza Peace Flotilla" and to a report
detailing the resiults of a secondary autopsy performed in Turkey ohn!
the bodies of the nine activists killed in the: operation. Most. of
the contents of the primary report is unsourced, presumably derived
from testlmony by the survivors without input from the Israeli
government: The doctors who conducted the autopsy claimed that
because the bodies of the deceased had been- washed and subjected to
chemical treatment against decay, certaln details of the victims!t
deaths == such as the distance from whlch weapons: \were £i
indeterminate. However, it claims that the'"hlgh angle™ f£rom: W
the bulléts: entéred "most" of the bodies indicates the soldiers:
were in the air when they fired. The report -also claims that the
bodies' having been washed is "clear" proof that the Israeli
government intended to destroy evidence.

Furkan Dogan

3. The main. report continues to claim Furkan Dogan =~ the Amé&
citizen who:was: killed in the. incident =- as a Turkish citizé
Kayseri. ‘The. autopsy also notes that he was ‘hit by £ive bu tsy
and that the damage done to Mr. Dogan's face indicates thap those
two bullets were. fired at close range. The report assesses the:
range from which the two bullets in his torso istruck him was
indeterminate because his body had been washed and his clothes vere
bloodsoaked. A flfth bullet damaged one of .his feet. The entry
and exit points for the bullets in Mr. Dogan's body do not. appear
to be comnsistent with the "high angle" allegation’ of the report.

General Allegations of the Report

4. (5BU) The primary report declares. in its introduction and
conclusions that the Israeli government conducted a "terrorist
attack" against the flotilla, subjected the survivors ~—- especially
the wounded =- to "physical and psychologlcal torture,‘ attempted
to provoke the survivors to violence once. in custody on Israeli.

UNCLASSIFIED
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soil, and had "stolen" personal property of the. activists. The
authors of ‘the report claim that ael shlps attempted to:
engage the Mavi Marmara ~> the flagshlp of the flotilla -~ with
grappling itrons, Israeli scldiers. descended upon the ship from

hellcopters, 51multaneously flrlng percu551on‘or gas bombs,

ntermlttent" weapon.

passengers began to re51st w1th random ob”ects at hand Accordlng
to the report three. soldiers were subdued. and their weapons taken
from them and dropped into the sea; THH ‘head Bulent Ylldlrlm
claims he announced over. the ship's loudspeakers that the
passengers sh uld stop flghtlng, and that

shlp durlng he
treatment.

5. (SBU) Under the category of torture, the report cites exposure
to elements: and "1nhumane" condltlons, 1nva51ve searches, verbal
and phy51cal assaults whlle under detentlon, and sleep depr1 :

"cold~storagb“ (et gre s. All the wh le, th‘;detalnees were, .
according" to thHe report, klcked strick, w;th ‘Wweapons ,. .and. vetbally
assaulted .w1th 1ntent to "provoke" them.. The act1v1sts complaln

serv1ce5 Sh 'ak)

of money " whlle ; :
and cell phones ave been: used since thelr ‘confiscation.

Some Contradictions

6. (SBU) The report oiaims that, upon first contact, the captain: of

UNCLASSIFIED
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the Mavi Marmara repeéatedly told Istaeli ships via radic that thepyj

ship was "taking ‘humanitarian aid on the sh' to Gaza,‘ o
cstabllshlng «€lear intent to tzy and break-the embargo. The report:

also notes that the "authorltles" ‘on: the 'sh p told. the activists tQ

put on life jackets in' ant1c1patlon of "a’ p0551ble Israeli dttack,
suggesting awa¥eness beforehand of Istrasli warnlngs that the
flotilla would be boarded. The allegation that "many part1c1pan”s;
reported that large sums of money had been seized by the Israelis"

may strengthen the. Is¥aeli argument ‘that the: ship. was 1ntend1ng to:

deliver financial @id in addition to material aid to Gaza: The
autopsy report alleges: that "most" of the dead ha _1red upom
from above, whereas in: fact only two or: three of the bodles
appeared to have wounds that woild support .such a. theory: The
report alsc argues. that the Israelis fired ' upon the ship "with
intent to: klll“ not to dlsable, contradlcted later by the statement.
that many of the wounded had ‘wounds’ to thelr drms. and legs, not to
their torsos.

Comment

7. (C) The report though incendiary in style; does not tread'any
new ground. There jg Aittle in: the: report to cause publlc uproar;
as previoug pres reports and 1nterv1ews w1th the survivors were

far more lurid andusensatlonal Indeed the GOT's own Press and
Information Bureau: already has: issued a DVD that: is far more
heavy-handed. The IHH report alsc stays politically neutral, not

calling upon'the government of Turkey to t
identifying i :
also restal . . _
ship -- although ;récent. reborts dlspute whether this reglstratfon
was completed in time before the vessel set: sail.

JEFFREY '

e actlon‘andxexp
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E.O. 13526: N/A )  UNCLASSIFIED
TAGS: OIIP, KMDR, KPAO, PGOV, PINR, ECON, ELAB, JA
SUBJECT: JAPANESE. MORNING PRESS HIGHLIGHTS 07/07/10

INDEX:

2) Editorials
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14) Foreign Minister Okada caltious about condemning Israel

TOKYO SHIMBUN (Page 2) (Full)
July 7, 2010

Referring ‘to the 1nc1dent of Israeli naval commandos raiding an aid
flotilla s ng to the Gaza Strip in the Palestlne autonomous
region and shootlng nifie Turkish: passengers to .death, Foreign
Minister Okada told the: press corps: on July‘G "At present it is

better for Japan not to clarlfy its: stance on this issue." He: thus:
indicated a cautious stance toward the ‘Turkish government"\call for
joining it im condemning Iszael. Regarding whether to: demand -Israel
1ift the blockade of the border of Gaza Strip, he said, "There
delicate issue: 1n v1ew of 1nternatlonal law I cannpt reply,shg:gg
a technlcal dlseuSSLOn,"
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SUBJECT: TURKISH MEDIA REACTION AUGUST 6, 2010

Media H:Lghl::.ghts R:Lcc::.ardone Delayed; us Terrorlsm Report Mav::.-l
Marmara Returns; Surprlse Moves by Mllltary, Erdogan Conjures

Coup

How the US is Playing/Related News

UNITED STATES'DEPARTMENT OF STATE

REVIEW AUTHORITY: ARCHIE'M BOLSTER.

DATE/CASE ID: 02 FEB:2012 201004163
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4. 1Israel Sends Back "Mavi Marmara™ (Hurriyet): Turkish: media
report that the Mavi Marmara passenger ship at the center: of ‘the
deadly Israeli navy raid on a Gaza~bound, flotilla iwas towed ‘o t E
port in Israel and is: on ‘way back to Turkey, along With: two icthew: -
flotllla‘s' :gpvernment Sabah in "Israel Hands Over; Ships
on The Way ghlights: TIsrael fulfllls Turkey ] demands oneg: by
one, now it's time for an apology and - compensatlon " Meanwhlle,
Hurriyet' and Radikal note that: the Israeli Foreign Ministry sent a
letter to Turkey -and requested that no similar Shlps be sent to
Gaza. :

In the Headlines:

UNCLASSIFIED

StateDept0482



TUNCLASSIFIET

SILLIMAN

NNNN

JNCLASSIFIED

StateDept0483



ACTION NEA-00

INFO LOG-00
DS=00-
TEDE - 00
NSAE- 00
DOHS-00.
SCRS-00
FA-00

EEB-00
DHSE~00

“INR-00

0IC=00

'SP-00
DSCC~00
SWCI-00

AID-00

‘EUR-00

10-00
OIG-00
$50~-00

PRM-00

/001w

GHFS-00. CIAE-00. INL-00:

UNCLASSIFIED

FBIE-00 UTED-00: VCI-00
LAB-01  MOFM-00 MOF-00
NIMA-00 PA-00 PER-00

§S-00  T-00 NCTC-00 FMP-00
DRL-00  CARC-00 NFAT-00 SAS-00

mmm—mms—m------=--QOAN66B 061044Z /38

O R 061035z AUG 10

FM USMISSION GE
TO SECSTATE. WAS
INFO HUMAN

NEVA
HDG

AMEMBASSY ANKARA
AMCONSUL JERUSALEM
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV

UNCLAS GENEVA. 0

 SENSITIVE

00684

E.O. 13526: N/A

TAGS: PHUM, PRE

L, IS,

IMMEDIATE 2267
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NATIONAL SECURITYKCOUNCIL WASHINGTON DC
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK

B5,B6

KPAL TU, UNHRC- 1

SUBJECT: HRC Gaza Flotllla Fact~-Finding Mission: What Next ?

REF: GENEVA. 654

1. (U) This is @n action request. See para 13
SUMMARY
2. (SBUY) Follow1ng Secretary General. Ban’ Kl—moon s announcement

(on August 2) of & panel of ingquiry into the May . 31 flotllla

incident, and thewdeclslon of both Israel and Turkey to cooperate
‘ ition; Post: has. éxplored ways to: " turn. of
g_m1551on establlshed by ‘the Human: nghts
resolutlon 14/1 We yery: strongly favor hav1ng
this fact flndlng misgion (FFM) :fall away; wWe opp05ed iEs creati
and its superfluousness is now morg evident. Unfortunately, having

flotilla fact fiﬁrh
Council (HRC) in HR

thHe

the FFM simply dlsband or stand down does not appear to be a

realistic scenario.
Thai HRC Pre51dent

Commissioner for Hgman.nghts,

Based on recent statements by Turkey and. the
as well as conversations with the "Purks: and

Palestinians in ‘Geneva :and with personnel in the Office of the High'
the HRC'FFM will proceed as

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT ‘OF STATE

REVIEW AUTHORITY: ARCHIE M BOLSTER

DATE/CASEID: 02 FEB 2012 201004163,
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mandated. -There are: :th@ortant outstandlng questn.ons, however: UNLLAbe"lbU
about how: they w1ll approach ‘their work, L e, ~how they underst dd
the terms of their mandate and. how anmbi ous t'ey will be. There.is
also an urgent need for guidance with respect to whether and how
the United .Statés should seek ‘to shape: ‘the ocutcome, as ‘Post has
learned that: the members of the FFM will be in Geneva next week to
consult with, OHCHR and various Missions, including the U.S.
Mission. The Department may want to considex|

B5

Reactions to Ban's Announcement

3. {(U) Human nghts Council President- Slhasak Phuanketkeow
{Thailand) stated a2k a press conference on August 4. that ‘the Geneva
and New York processes ‘would not overlap, ‘but would "complément"
one another. He stated, that the Geneva process would focus: on
"perceived v1olatlons of. ‘human rights and humanltarlan law" Whlle

the New York process would: focus on. preVentlng similar incidents ‘in
the future.,

4. (SBU) In: 1ts response to Ban' 'S announcement ;Turkey,vthe ma;n
sponsor of the: resolution establlshlng ‘the Geneva“based MLESTON .

i 1zt ‘the :Geneva process. should "complement" the: New Yotk ‘
process. In-:a conversatlon Ambassador D e‘had w1th| < l? B6
[ | the Tuzrks: expressed that they
have no fixed idea about what ‘the HRC FFM: should dei apart from
"fulfilling its mandate!; i.e.y they didn't ‘lexpress:. specific ddeas:
about what it means for the HRC FFM to complement the NY proceSS“
but they did express ‘that they fully expect the FFM to go forward.
In a separate: conversation on ;August 5, Palestlnlan[f [
and ‘Tirkish| , ltold PolCouns that thereuw
no way to ‘turn: of the Geneva process:. Both 1nd1cated that 4if :
fact- fln,-ng mission report prov1ded actlonable concluslons,,th n
the HRC may hive to consider follow-up actions. ‘PclCouns argued.
that having the two processes run 4n parallel could compllcate and
politicize  the issue w1th the result,belng ino résolution. to thHe
problem, satlsfylng no one. made’ clear that Ankara. was
expecting the: 1nvest1gat10n,s) to provide answers they could give
to the families of the deceaseéd. L_JanaV ingisted ‘that the
Geneva FFM had to pursue its mandate and provide its conclusions:

5. (sBU) | | HRC | ‘ _ | told PolCouns:
on August. 5 that OHCHR had approached the UN in NY about the
"complementarity" of the two flotllla investigations. OHCHR. wanted

UNCLASSIFIED
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to know from NY if/how the Geneva process cd@ld.fit.intO"the*NYeléa'

investigation. According to| NY f£latly ignored
OHCHR's querles.l lsald +hat NY wants nothing to ‘do with
Geneva precess and prefers to let the tracks iun parallel.

sees' this as a ‘problem but is resigned to the fact that
the HRC has created a mandate that must be fulfilled and that the
Geneva FFM investigation will continue.

6. . (SBU) |

Status of the Geneva Investigation

- e e o ot bt o e o i e e e S o e ot T G o o

7. (SBU) Discussions with the OHCHR: staff supportlng the Geneva

fact-finding mission closely tracked with the view: outllned by the

HRC President in ‘his ‘August 4 press statement {see para 2¥. The

fact- flndlng m1551on sees 1tself as. hav1ng a clear, "flxed“ mandate
- : 57

htman rlghts and humanltarlan law d i e
flotilla ‘incident. Ban's announcement. does not change or: af
that mandate.

8. (SBU) The: fact—flndlng mission members, w1ll meet in Geneva
beginning August 9 and will devise a formal plan of work. Whlle in
Geneva,; the méembers will request. meetlngs Wwith several dlplomatlc
missions including the United States.

9. (SBU) The facktr finding mission intends to request travel +to

Joxdan, Turkwy, and’ Israel to. speak with government officials and
w1tnesses. They 1ntend to write: a report d‘talllng what occurred
with an analy51s of whether 1nternatlonal law was: v1olated _;“
group will submit the report at ‘the September 2010 session of the

Human nghts Councll at which ‘point the mandate will be completed
barring any new resolutlon extendlng ‘the mandate. Given the shoxrt:
timetable for the panel to carry out its work and the insatiable

appetite of many HRC delegatlons for scrutlny of Israeli conduct =
cazll from ‘some quarters +to .extend the mandsate is: jgdgedﬁlrke“-

10. (SBU) OHCHR reports that the New- York panel will focus on
recommendations for preventlng future: 1nc1dents,:and 1ts assessment
will be based on the reports submitted. by Turkey and Israel. The
panel will not necéssarily travel to. the region or intérview

UNCLASSIFIED
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witnesses. Therefore, in OHCHR's view which is shared by others iin. -
Geneva, ‘the New York. and Geneva processes are completely dlstlnct

and the. creatlon of the New York panel ‘has mno bearlng on. the

ability of the Geneva fact-finding mission to go forward. This
limits our ablllty to: push for a 11m1ted narrow role for the

fact-£finding mission, much less call it off entirely: UNCLASSIFIED
Comment and Possible Alteinatives

11. (SEﬁ’ The current mandate of the ‘Geneva-based group rung' only

through .September: 2010, leaving 1little ‘tirie to complete a

meaningful 1nvest1gatlon Furthermore, ‘runn hg parallel

investigations is nelther practlcal nor effectlve Flnally, Israel

has not agreed to cooperate with the Geneva process, limiting its:

credibility and influence. Despite these obvious problems, the TFM*

will contlnuewlts work. ‘While the Turks oppose disbanding: the HRC

FFM entirely, | * . R B B5

12. (SBU) Post judges that, at least at the level of Geneva, an
approach that stresses abandonment of the HRC investigation s the
only accept le outcome to the U.S. will gain no: tractlon and only
: ‘“ S OmI nt ‘of others ‘to see the 'FEM - ve forward,
Engagement tO“shapevthe’f0cuscand‘outcomesyappears‘ e most
effective way to potentlally mitigate its lmpact l '

| The FFM's mandate is

to "to investigate vioclations of international law, including

'UNCLASSIFIED
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international humanltarlan law and ‘human: rlghts law, resultlng from
the Israeli attacks on: the: flotllla of shlps carrying humanitari
assistance." It w1ll therefore be difficult Ffor them not to. orlent
their work towdards alleged international law viclations. But we:
could potentlally encourage. an approach ‘that: develops ‘some basic
factual information that would be relevant to: assessing potential
violations, and. argue that it would not be appropriate or priudent
for them ‘to ‘make any s&sessments themselves with reéspect to actual
violations:

13. (SBU) ACTION REQUEST: The FFM members will be in Geneva ‘fox
meetings with. relevant: delegatlons the week of - August 9. Post
requests guidance regarding interaction with ‘the FEM and other
delegations. (Note: Ambassadox: King: knOWs one of the FFM members
well personally. She expects to. see: him socially in any caseé durlng
his visit to Genevd next week. End notsil) :

KING :
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SUBJECT: ISRAEL MEDIA REACTION

— - b~ - . ot bn Tt oot e B Bt Vot Gt o oo i e S

1. Mideast

2. Iran

Key. storles ‘in the media:

HaQaretz and Maarlv -reported that on-Wednesday, M Benjamin
Netanyahu rejeécted a Palestinian demand: that direct négotiations, be
based on a statement by the Quartet confirming its position that: the
future Palestinian state 'will be based on - the 1967 borders. Meetlng
in Jerusalem with U.S. Special Envoy for ‘Middle: Rast Peace | Senator
George Mitchell, Netanyahu repeated: his. demand for ‘the renewal of
direct tal,sgw1th t‘p;ebonditions; M he; b 1efed Netanyahu ‘on
his meeting on Tuesday with PA, Pres;dent‘Mahmoud Abbas and ‘gave ‘the
PM the Palestinian Proposal.. According to Palestlnlan sources,
Mitchell did not: dlsmlss ‘Abbas" proposal. Abbas is ‘demanding
clear framework for the direct talks and .an Isrdeli commitmeént to
cease construction, activity in the settlement during the '
negotiations. Israel Hayom reported. that Mltchell w1ll contlnue to
try to remove AbbasQ opposition. to direct talks with, Iszael. The.
Jerusalem Post. reported that Mltchelle meetlng Ain ‘the reglon
Qfailed to preoduce direct talks.Q Deputy ‘PM and Interior Mi ister
Eli Yishai was quoted as saying in an interview w1th The- Jer.salem
Post on Wednesday that PM Netanyahu intends’ to build only in the
settlement blocs when' the constriuction fréeze in the West Bank ends

UNCLASSIFIED

StateDept0490



on September 26. UNCLASSIFIED

Most media; reported ‘that on Wednesday, in his testlmony before thev
Public Commission to Examine the Maritime TIhcideént of 31 May: 2010.
a.kX.a. the Turkel Commission, IDF Chief of Staff Lt. Gen: Gabl '
Ashkenazi was the only principal Israell Offlclal to claim full
respon51b111ty for the events. Ashkenazi said that next time, the

IDF will use snipers to halt Gaza-bound flotilla. On Wednesday, IDF

Radio released a. video clip that reawakened the public and polltlcal
furor ovexr Balad (National Democratic Assembly) Knesset Member Hanin;
ZoabiQs. partlclpatlon in the Gaza-bound flotilla. Leadlng me t
quoted Zoablgs critics as saying the fOOtage from the Mavi Matmara
proves. that ‘the freshman lawmaker was aware of the violent
intentions of the shipQs passengers. However, the footage:never

clearly show Zoabi in the. same frame as an armed passenger.

Kesset Speaker Reuven Rivlin {Likud) called on Attoney General
Yehuda Weinstein to probe the video ecording. Israel Radio quoted
Deputy PM Eli Yisai as saying in an interview with the
ultra-Orthdox weekly Hamishpacha that the ministers of the Qsptet:
had been told before the event that there were Hamas- assoc1ated '
Turkish act,v1sts in' the flotilla and that some passengers might; be
armed. Thé média also reported that the ngh Court of Justice has
demanded cxplanatlons over the. fact that no. Woman was app01nted to
the Turkel panel.

The media reported that on Wednesday a ﬂudge at the Petah Tikva
MagistrateQs. Court released Chaim Pearlman. to house arrest dfter
spending: 30 days in custody. Pearlman is suspected of fatally
stabbing at least: three Palestlnlans over a, decade ago. The; medla
said that. the: affalr is a great embarrassment ‘4o Shin Bet.

Yediot banners‘ QPlane of the Future to Arrlve in Israel.Q The
newspaper reported th'L Israel has flnally approved a deal to
purchase 20 F-15 fighter jets from the U.S. at the cost of $2.75
billion. Yediot quoted. opponents of the prOJect as saylng that the
Israeli defense establlshment should have chosen a cheaper option-

HaQaretz and ‘Israel Radio. reported that on_Wednesday DM Netanyahu
released a yideo message in ‘which the Musl populatlon din Tsxra
and all over “the world an QeasyQ moénth, of Ramadan. - Prime’ Mifhigter:
Benjamin Netanyahu released a video message yesterday in: which he
wished the Muslim populatlon in. Israel ‘and all over the world an
"easy" month 'of Ramadan. "We mark this. 1mportant -month [Ramadan]
amid attémpts to achieve direct peace talks with the Palestinians:
and to advance peace treaties with our Arab neighbors," Netanyahu
said. *I know you are partners in this goal and I ask for youx
support both in prayers and in any other: jOlnt effort to really - -
create a peaceful and ‘harmonious coeexistence," he added. The: prime
minister condluded his message with a traditidnal Arabic blessing
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wishing the Muslims an easy fast. HaQaretz reported that President:

Barack Obama. will also mark this year's: Muslim ‘holiday with a: ;' IRNTT A QC .
traditional Id al-Fitr dinner at the White House at the ‘end of the UNCLASSIFIE]:
month-long fast. Similar to last year, Obama has invited several

top rabbis as well as Israel's Ambassador to. the U. 5., ‘Michael Oren,

to the dinner. None of them have aCCepted the invitation, however,

as the White House event falls on a Friday night.

HaQaretz quoted ILiebanese DM Elias Murr as saying on Wednesday that,
his country will decline any military a551stance from thea U.:8 that

is conditioned. oh: its agreeing not to use ‘those Weapons agalnst
Israel. The newspaper cited the State DepartmentQs response ‘that
Washington would continue to Block the Lebanese mllltary Israel
Radio quoted Syria as saying that it -is prepared to grant assistance
to the ILebanese Armed Forces. Yediot quoted the Ttalian dally
Corriere Delld Sera -as saying that a decision was made at a secret.
meeting of senior. Turklsh ‘and Iranlan 1ntelllgence officials: to
create Qterritorial contiguityQ from Iran to Lebanon through Turkey
and Syria to enable the passage of missile-laden trucks to
Hizbullah.

HaQaretz reported that a new IDF decree bans Israelis from. enter1ng
Palestinian villages along Route 443 desplte these villages: belng
located in Area C, Wthh is undér complete Israeli control

The Jerusalem Post reported that settlersﬁintend.tommarch.against%
the new Palestinian city of Rawabi. The Citizens Committe& of the:
Benjamin (Blnyamln) :Council north of Jerusalem said that: its
location was ‘chosen to connect Jenin to Hebron.

Léading media reported that on. Wednesday, following Israeli
pressure, the U.S. Department of State: has Tremoved the city of Ellat
from its travel adv1sory for Israel.and the territories

The Jerusalem Post: reported that an. Israeli éexhibit in East Hampton,
N.Y. QprOV1des AmerlCans with concrete: truth about terror

conditions.@ A bomb shelter from Sderot is: the centerplece ‘of .the:
show.

I. QObama Has Fled from the Middle East

Middle East affairs commentator Dr. Guy Bechor, a lecturer at. the
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InterdisciplinaryiCenter, wrote in the mass-circulation, pluralist
Yediot Aharonot (8/12): QFollowing decades of accelerated American:

activity in our region ~-- through pressure, intrigues, deals [HN(ILfXSSIFIEI)

mediation, diplomacy, threats, concessions, and doctrines -- an
oppressive silence: prevalls. .The 1ncumbent U.S. Pre51dent i
Obama, has dlsappeared from the: Middle Eastern landscape, proTuCLng

a superpowerQs vacuum. The Arab regimes hated-George W. Bush, but
they also feared him and were wary of him. Obama simply isnQt
there.... An example of this is the Turklsh flotllla affair. Obama
should have -dispatched his Secretary of State to Ankara and
Jerusalem to .quickly .resolve the issue, but nobody arrived from. thé
United States: and reg*onal damage is important.... Everybody feels
that Obama talks but that he doesnQt act. Benjamin Disraeli sald
that people shou1d never argue but brlng results. Obama has not
even garnered a 51ngle achievement in the Middle East. . As the
second hidlf of his: term approaches, his call on Islam hasvcollapeed
and Obama: has no other plan: he has no agenda and no direction....
He thought that if he kept some distance from Israel, he would earn
the sympathy of the moderate Arab camp. The result was a bitter
one: he dismantled the moderate Arab camp and lost Israel.... It is
actually a member. of the Democratic Party who brought about the

unprecedented_... strengthening of ‘the brutallty of ‘the Arab reglmes

surrounding Israel.... Here is a warning: those who flee from the
Middle East will : eventually be hunted by it.

II. OMonopoly for Action Must Not Be Left in IDFQs Hands

Former Meretz leader, former Justice Minister, and chief Israeli
promoter of the Geneva Initiative, Yossi Bellln wrote in the
independent Israel Hayom (8/12): QEveryone. is pra151ng the
articulate and candid appearance of: the. Chief of Staff to the: Tut
Commission. He took respon51b111ty ‘He. admitted the: mistakées.
backed the soldie: su: On the other ‘hand; the: IDF accepts ‘the:
criticism of the other agencies and from this moment on, becomes the
addzress for Israele failure in handllng the Turkish flotilla. 'Tﬁe
IDF is not the fall guy in this. stokry -~ it is the agency that
recommends modes of action to the gdverﬁment; it is the executor.
The Goverxnment is playing a secondary role in the affair. Usually,
the army prefers this; this time it is paying the entire price: for
being the only one around. This iS'Very_oonVenientifor_tﬁe
Government:- .. The army has to realize that thé ministers, mainly
the 1gnorant ones who glve it blind, backlng and who rely on.ltsso
much, will also be the first to say that. they did not. intervene,. ’
not object, did not guestion and. perhaps were not gquestioned; and
will assign to the IDF the practical responsibility (of course not.
the formal responsibility) for failures. 1In order to prevent thls,
the IDF must demand the presence of other assessment agencies in the
room where the decisions are made, to explain carefully thé other
options to the ministers, and to ensure that the decision among ‘the
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options be theirs. The current monopoly on maklng a recommendatlon
is a responsibility that the IDF should not have to. take omn 1tse1f

‘,"}C:LAS‘SIFIED

IIT. QThings I Learned from Abu Mazen
Right-of-center columnist Dror Eydar wrote: in Israel Hayom (8/12)
OIn an interview with the editors of the most ‘important. Egyptian
newspapers, Abu Mazen, the head of the- Palestlnlan Authorlty,
addressed Israele condltlons for the end of the conflict,
principally a clear recognltlon by the Palestlnlans of the State of
Israel as the national home of the: Jewish people. According to ‘the
report, Abu Mazen sald that he Qwill never recognlze the  State .of’
Israel as the state oFf the Jew1sh peopleQ True, it is hard; ;
demand that: ‘the Palestinians modify their basic. prlnclples
Israeli society comprises pecple -- some .of them- 1nfluent1al in many
domains -- who ‘wish ‘to tuzrn ‘Israel in: a Qstate of all its cltlzens
.. which means the ‘end of the Jew1sh state, Benjamin Netanyahu musk:
continue to place this principle as a basic condition for peace
negotiations.

IV. QFight Terror Legally

The independent; left—leanlng Ha'aretz: edltorlallzed (8/12) QOn
Wednesday, a court decided to. release ‘the rlght wing activist Chaim
Pearlman to house arrest; about a month after he was first taken:
into custody. When he was arrested Shln Bet announced w1th much
fanfare that heé was suspected of hav1f"murdered four Arabs! 12 'years:

ago. He was deniegd basic rights under interrogation.... Shin Bet:
must make a greater effort to uproot Jew15h terrorlsm,vbut 4.%'9§§w
cannot justlfy,any‘means ea

He was preceded by several Israell Arab detalnees, An those cases; ‘&
raft of allegatlons produced 1little. Before the Shin Bet arrests
people and makes: false accusations., it 'should ‘investigate carefully

It should remember that not everything is. permitted in
interrogations, and ‘that torture -- whether psychologlcal or:
physical -- is always unacceptable, no ma ter ‘the .case or the
suspect. Even the-war against terrox mus;.be conducted u51ng legal
means.
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OMaking a Mockery of 'Sanctions UNCLAS SIFIED

The conservatlve, 1ndependent Jerusdlem Post editorialized (8/12)
QThe sanctions imposed on Iran by the U:.N., E.U: and U.S. have
always looked better on paper than in real ‘life. Their major
underlying flaw -- dot: the only one by any méans. -- is the.
probability that not everyone will adhere to them.... Most galling

is the behavior -0f certain European democracleSusuch as
Switzerland Wthh <rorfthelr /OWIL good should be 1n,the vanguard*‘f
the struggle to ‘defend. free world interests: agalnst a rogue reglme
with nucleiy ambitions.... Sanctions are 1mposed to ‘make ‘It
difficult for a ‘regime: which inordinately endangers~world peace ‘to
carry on unhindered. That is ‘the: logic. Money: is funglble.

Whatever enriches Iranian coffers -- especially given the tyrannlcal

nature of the' regime -+~ can, even if not directly, help fund terror

and/or help Tehran to proceed with nuclear weapons development The

Swiss aren@t that naive. They know the: score. perfectly well. They
should not make fools of the rest of the world. They should know:
better than to underminé what are ultimately free world interests’,
most emphatically including their own.

GOLDBERGER
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SUBJECT: Turkey . Expects "Strong Report" on Flotilla from Human nghts,‘

Council

CLASSIFIED BY: Doug Silliman, CDA, State, EXEC; REASON: 1.4{(BY, (D)

(C) Turkey's| ; ——— ‘

[ [told CDA and PolOff: September 7 that the
GoT expects a "strong report" eritical of Israel actions agalnst

the Free Gaza Fflotilla Ffrom the. Human nghts Council (HRC) . [::::::]
said the HRC's investigation will focus on Israel's alleged
violations of human rights, the right to life, and to the freedom

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE
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DATE/CASE ID: 02 FEB 2012 201004163 " UNCLASSIFIED

AD

Bl

StateDept0496



of expression surroundlng the May 31 Mavi Marmara lncldent both
during the raid and in the aftermath The HRC he: sald would not
examine the legallty of the blockade or the Israeli raid. Hav;ng
submitted Turkey
2,[::::] said. he has some idea of: what he expects to appear the
final HRC report including -a. catalog of "inhumane treatment! of
the flotilla passengers by Israeli. authorities. CDA expressed ‘US
concern that thé HRE g¥ roup would -focus ‘on ‘elements: c¥itical of
Israel, but might not examineé the voracity of those claims ox
countervalllng arguments: with much vigor, whlch could. ultlmately
lead to an unbalanced report.

2. (SBU)[:::::]spoke highly of the group of lawyers and ‘experts
the factrfindi :ss1on; app01nted by: the. President: of the {
which visited: Turkey August 22~29 to 1nspect the Mavi ‘Marmara and
interview witriessas and government officizls. The fact-finding
mission is .chiired By K. Hudson—Phllllps, ‘former judge of the
Internatlonal Criminal Court in the Hague, and also 1pcludes
Desmond de Silva, chief prosecutor of the Sierra Leone Wiar Crimes
Tribunal, and Shanthi Dairiam, former member of the Committee on
the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women.

SILLIMAN ‘

JNCLASSIFIED

s.own investigation’ réport: to ‘the UN onvSeptember?"
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Media nghllghts ‘Gul in, New York f)2t Sanctlons, Caglayan on - Trade:
with Iran and the US; Contacts in US/Iraq On PKK; UN Flotilla
Report: Istdel Violated Law; PKK Terror: Permanent Peace
Discussions. at Imrali

us: l“_mbassy Ankara - Turkey Media Reaction = September 23, 2010 :as
prepared by the public Affairs Inférmation office

How the US is Playing/Related News
1. Gul in New York: "We Abide By the. Sanctions™ :,(‘Cumhur'j_y_‘e‘t:‘)‘

Turkish media is awash in stories chronicling President's: Gulls
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movements at the UNGA in New York this week as well as his
numerous: 1nterv1ews ‘with international and Amerlcan mediz. nHeari'
all emphasize Tiarkey's economic success and focus in on Turkey' g
relations with Iran. Leftist-nationalist Cumhuriyet in "We Abide:

by the Sanctions," reports "President :Gul who attended the /Charlie.

Rose Show' stressed that Turkey implements the UN sanctions ‘against
Iran 'If Iran has nuclear weap0ns, this is much more dangerous for
nuclear wWeapons and w1ll never be ‘tolerant to Iran posseSSLng ““““
nuclear weapons. '" NTV headlines ”Gul in NY," and quotes President:
Gul as saying "When there akre blndlng sanctlons, we dbide by those!
blndlng sEnctions. " Mainstream Hurriyet says "Message: £rom: Gul: !
Going to Say 'Be a Compromiser" To Iran" and hlghllghts that,Gul
gave this message while speaking to PBS in NY and the Washington
Post and emphasized that "Turkey has the capacity to help with a
solution for the problems between Iran and the J_nternat:Lona'l
community." Mainstream Milliyet online in "Iran Listens to Us"
notes "speaking to: ‘media in N¥Y, Gul said Iran's leaders Pay.
attention to Turkey and he is going to suggest to them that they be
more transparent." Mainstream Sabah headllnes "Gul: Local
Administration Reforms Required,” and reports "President Gul. Who
was live: on TRT Haber, emphasized that the whole world,. the whole
region saw Turkey's siuccess and. importance." Sabah also noted that
Gul added that Turkey needs to carry out local administration
reforms.

2. Caglayan on Trade with Izan and the US

Trade Minister Caglayan on CNBC-E TV last night mentloned his
upcoming: Qct. 17 US ‘visit and said Turkey will consult w1th the
U.S. on ensuring financing for its legal trade with neighboring
Iran, noting "our bankers are nervous.: "While we understand bans
on certain aspects of trade; we're having difficulty understand1ng
the limits on: the: banklng system" noting Turkey wants to increase’
trade from about 511 billion now to $30 billion annually.
Meanwhile, the Wall Street Journal says Caglayan called the
prohlbltlon ‘on all banklng transactlonsbw1th Iran "a mlstake" and

Malnstream Vatan 1n "$64 Bllllon of Trade w1th;Iran‘Is by the EU
and the US. How Is This an Embargo?" reports Turkey has mno
intention of breaking: the embargo but- conservatlve rellglOLS
Turkiye hlghllghts "Tranian Embargo Reduces Turklsh Bank Profitsi
Semi-official, Anadolu Ajansi (AA) stresses that Caglayan found it
difficult. to explain low trade figures with the U.S. despite an
alliance of over half a century, and sald that he said his US
meetings would take place based on our 'model partnersh;p.

3. Concurrent Contacts with the US and Irag (Hurriyet)

Mainstream Hurriyet's prominent inside story highlights the details
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of Turkey's National Intelligence Sérvice (MIT) Undersecretary UNCLASSIFIED

Hakan Fidan's contacts in the US. Hurriyet: ‘reports that Fidan and.
two senior MIT officizls are "holdlng ‘top secret meetings with
President Obama's security advisors on ‘the fight against PKXK

terror. " At. the same time, Turkish Ambassddor to Bagdad Murat
Ozcelik is din discussions with Mesud Barzani,; the leader of ‘the
regional administration of Northern Iragqg: Hurrlyet notes “the
concurrent talks in Erbil and Washington have trlggered allegatlons
that Turkey is seeking tripartite cooperation with the US and
Northern Irag to end PKX terror."

4. Negative Relations with Israel: ﬁSPTurkey‘Trade Impact

Mainstream Milliyet in its economy page reports TUSIAD's deputy
chairman and US-TR Business Council chairman Haluk Dincer, talking
on the economic effect of the latest. developments in US- Turkey v
relations- w1th Turkey s new foreignh policy status, sard "there' s
not a negative effect on econcmic xrelations between US-=Turkey’ in
the short texm. But if Turkey-Israel réelations remain negative, US
investments in Turkey could decrease in the long run" due to
efforts by the Jewish lobby in Congress. On Turkey's economic.
relations with Iran, Dincer stressed that "Turkish companies’ were
careful on the issue."

5. US and British Ambassadors Wanted to Lobby For: Foreign .Drug.
Companies {(Milliyet)

Milliyet's ‘economic columnist Derya Sazak writes "Deputy PM ‘Babacan
who is in NY together w1th Pre51dent Gul, talked about the
backstage of bargaining with drug ‘companies. nghllghtlng that the
government's drug purchase could increase to 18 billion TL %han 716
billion TL in 2009, Babacan said the US and British Ambassadors:
intervened and wanted to lobby for foreign companies. 'We toid them
that this was not a diplomatic issue. We.are customers .and we:
bargain,' said Babacan."

In the Headlines:

6. UN Flotilla Report: Israel Violeted,International Law (Zdman;,
NTV)

Turkish TV and online outlets are reporting in ‘detail on the UN,»
Human Rights Council's new report on the Israeli raid on a ‘Turkish
aid flotllla for ‘Gaza., which resulted 'in the death of 8 Turks and:
one American. Hurrlyet online headlines "People Willfully Klll d&
on Mavi Marmara," referring to the lead ship where the fatalltles
occurred, while NTV reports "UN .Council says Israel Guilty -of
Violations." Islamist Zaman on line in "Israel Violated
International Law" reports the Council's 56-page report by its
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fact-finding mission "has concluded that Isrzael's naval blockade of
the Palestinian territory was unlawful because of the humanltarlan
crisis there, and described the military rald on the flotilla as

brutal and disproportionate.” Noting that the Israeli. Foreign:
Ministry late Wednesday evening had dlsmlssed the: report for 1ts
"biased, polltlclzed and. extremist approach Zaman: points out

that the Council found "the conduct of ‘the Israell military and
other personnel toward the flotilla passengers was not only-
disproportionate to the occasion but demonstrated levels of totally
unnecessary and incredible violence. It betrayed an unacceptable
level of brutality. " Predicting more condemnation awaits Israel, In
"The Reéport That Will Drive Israel into a Corner," mainstream ‘Vatan.
predicts more international condemnation awaits Israel in light- ofl
the report.

7. Permanent Peace Discussions at Imrali

Media are highlighting the state of ‘discussions with Ocalan at the

- Imrali prison and the potential for peace. Mainstream Vatan
headlines "Movement at Imrali" reporting that there has been
increased discussions with Ocalan in the past week and that a civil
commission has been at the island for days. Mainstream :Sabah

headlines: "A Civil. Siege of Imrali® hlghllghtlng dncreased.
"ipnitiatives to silence the weapons. ‘There is wide TV coverage of"
the discussions and Radikal Ankara bureau chlef Utku Caklruzer,
traveling wlth Gul in the US,. noted ‘on NTV that dlscu551on5von
Imrali could écontinue despite the- discovery today of a van in
Eastern Turkey with bombs belonging to the PKK. Turkish television:
has given extensive coverage to Israel's Channel 2 television
interview with PKK leader Murat Karayilan, in his Northezrn. Iraql
hideout, :and his comments in which the urged Israel on: Tucsday~to
sever 1its: mllltary ties with Turkey; which he described . a8 a coiﬁ
enemy, were replayed in. newspapers.

8. Final Stages In South Korean Nuclear Power Plant Talks

Turkish Energy and Natural Resources Minister Taner Yldz said
Wednesday that talks with South Korea regardlng the construction of
a2 nuclear power plant in Sinop, planned for Turkey's no¥thern:
province of Slnop, are ongoing with: only a few. remalnlpg issues
under delib: ratlon accdording to- Today's: Zaman. Ylldlz salquouth
Korea has: asked to amend some of Turkey's condltlons for the
construction and the Turkish side is in the final stage of
assessment of these proposals. Other media report Turkey and South
Korea will sign an 1ntergovernmental agreement on the pOWer plant
when PM Erdogan visits Seoul in November 11-12.
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ACTION NEA-00
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EUR-00 FAAE-00 FBIE-00 UTED=00 VCI-00 DIAS=00.
TEDE=00 INR-00 ARMY-00 MOFM-00: MOF-00 M-00
NSAE=00. 0CS-00 OMB-00  NIMA-00. PM-00 DOHS-00
$8-00 NCTC-00: FMP-00: PMB-00 DSGC-00 PRM-00
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0 2809372 SEP 10 '
FM AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV : T ACET TN D A
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 8710 RELEASED IN PART
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AMEMBASSY NICOSIA PRIORITY

UNCLAS TEL AVIV 002180
SIPDIS

SENSITIVE

E.0. 13526: N/A.

TAGS: PREL; ‘CASC,; KWBG KPAL MOPS, IS
SUBJECT: IDF INTERCEPTS "IJEWISH BOAT TO. GAZA"

REF: TEL AVIV. 2176

1. (SBU) Accordlng ‘to DAO Tel Aviv, ‘the: Tsrael Navy Force.
(INF) safely and peacefully boarded the "Jewish ‘Boat to Gaza!
Sa111ng Vessel "Izrene'l ‘on September 28 :at- approx1matelv 1130
' The INF continues ‘to refer to the ship
'»although the "Jews for Justlce for

Palestlnlans" organizatlon and press réfer ‘to the ship as. the:

"Irene. Bnd note.?). The INF ‘is currently tow1ng the ship to

the Israeli port of Ashdod and estimates its arrlval at 1530‘

hours local. The: MFA conflrmed that. the "Irene" is being
towed to Ashdod_.and wlll ‘contact |CONS. regarding the:
condition of the passengers and: adcess: 'to .American citizen

l | =- reportedly on board -- as.isoon as the
ship arrives in port.

2. (SBU) Accordlng to the Israeli press, the INF' halled the
"Irene" twice and ordered it to stop sailing: to Gaza. "Jews
for Justice for. Palestlnlans” acthlsts on, board ‘the "Irene"
indicated the ship had. departed Famagusta, .and announced
their clear -intention to break the INF"s naval blockade of
Gaza. Israceli press reports that mo VLQleqpe,by either the
crew of the "Irene! or by the INF toock place:
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CIAE-00 INL-00 DNI-00 DODE-00° DOTE-00 DS-00
DHSE-00 EUR-00 FAAE-00 FBIE-00 UTED-00 VCI-00

DIAS-00 H-00 TEDE-00 INR-00  L-00 ARMY=00

MOF-00  M=00 VCIE-00 DCP-00 NSAE-00: ISN-00 :
OMB-00  NIMA-00 EPAU-00. PM-00 ISNE-00° DOHS-00 S8S0-00.
S§-00  NCTC-00 FMP-00 EPAE-00 OCA-00 PMB-00  DSCC-00
PRM-00 NFAT-00 SAS8-00 FA-00 SWCI-00' SANA-00 /000w

memiemi—sm——o—-Z-_BRBB50 291237%Z /38
0 291132%Z SEP 10
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TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 8742
INFO ARAB ISRAELI -COLLECTIVE PRIORITY’
AMEMBASSY LONDON PRIORITY
AMEMBASSY NIECOSIA PRIORITY

UNCLAS TEL AVIV 002183

SIPDIS
SENSITIVE

E.0. 13526: N/A v A

TAGS: DREL, CASC, KWBG, KPAL, MOPS, IS

SUBJECT: "JEWISH BOAT TO GAZA": ACTIVISTS CLAIM VIOLENCE:
AMCIT LEAVES PEACEFULLY

REF: A. TEL AVIV 21786
B. TEL AVIV' 2180

1. (SBU) Summary: The .Israel Navy Force 1ntercepted the
"Jewish Boat to: Gaza" on September 28 and towed it:to the
Israeli port ofi Ashdod. Israeli activists on board wete
arrested and later released on bail. The: Israeli Ministry of
Interiox offered forelgn activists lmmedlate repatrlatlon,
American c1tlzen| Ideparted Israel early on
September 29. | Iwas met by Embassy staff at Ben
Gurion International Alrport and 51gned a Privacy Act waiver
prior to departure; she reoorted no issues regardlng
mistreatment, confiscated property, ox health. The IDF
Spokesperson!'s office stated the boardlng of the Shlp
occurred without. Incident. Israeli média outlets and ‘the
"Jewish Boat to Gaza" website refute ‘this clalm, chirging
that one Israeli activist was tasered. durlng ‘the boarding;

activist. The MFA noted that the Ts¥agli. activists are
entitled to file charges with the Israeli pollce, who would
then be obllged to open an 1nvest1gatlon End summary.
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2. (U) A statement from the IDF Spokesperson's cffice noted
that the boardlng of the "Sven ¥ Two" (also known as: the
"Irene" to thie Israeli MFA and press) "was without incident™
and that: "no violencé of -any kind" was used by;either‘thej
passengers or the INF. The IDF Spokesperson's statement
reiterated that Israeli naval ships transmitted two warnings
to the captain of the ship, making clear that theée intent to
sail to Gaza was illegal. Overhead video footage released on
YouTube shows IDF- soldlers boarding as two INF vessels
flanked the ship. IDF Spokesperson Brlgadler General Avi
Benayahu said during a September 28 interview with Israel
Radio that he: regretted the INF is "forced to be dlverted
from its- prlmary mission of fighting terrorlsm, and must deal
instead w1th a strange mission like this of: a yacht that has
no connection to humanitarian aid, and is nothing other than
2 provocation.® ’

3. (SBU)! ‘ the only American citizen on
board the "lrene," accepted the GOI's. offéer of immediate:

repatriation. As reported septel, CONS staff met |

at Ben :Gurion Internatlonal Airport, -and. she departed early.
on September 29 on.an El Al flight bound. for Newark.

| |51gned a.full Privacy Act walver, and. asked that

CONS contact her son-in-law. She reported no issues

regarding mlstreatment confiscated. property, or health. she:

was, however, qulte shaken from her experience and expresséd
gratitude for the Embassy s assistance.

4. (U) Isrxaeli press reports that several "Ixene" passengers’
claim the IDF' used.excessive force when. boardlng the: Shlp.
CAPT (res.) Yonatan: ‘Shapira, a former Israel Air Force pilot:

on board ‘thée shlp, said there were "no Words to déscribe what.

(the passengers) went through durlng the takeover," and
claimed the .IDF used a taser gun on- hlm He :noted that ‘there
was a large discrepancy ‘between tlie IDF's account of a
peaceful boarding and what actually occurred. Eli Usharov, a
reporter affiliated with Israel's Channel 10, affirmed
Shapira's, account of the boarding, 1nc1udlng the use of the
taser gun. In her conversation with CONS ‘staff, l |
reported: that the: IDF had used a taser gun:.on on T '
activists. The "J; ish ‘Boat to Gaza' web51te reported that
the Israeli pPassengers were released from pollce custody on
bail, while three 1nternatlonal pasiengers: accepted immediate
repatriation. The website noted that[ Ifrom
Germany remains in the Givon Deportment Centexr. after refusing
immediate repatriation.

5. (SBU) MFA Deputy Director General ‘for North America Barukh
Bina said September 29 that the MFA . con51ders the "case

NCLASSIFIED

B6

B6

B6

StateDept0506



closed" regarding the "Irene." He note§iJhh&Y{ ., Eﬁ?@}@ﬁﬁ
made clear to the IDF and the Ministry of - Interlor that. the:
individuals on boatd be treated with respect -and care -- :
including especially AmCit | 1“While thé activists" | Bé
views do inot correspond ‘to the GOI's perspectlve, they are
nevertheless entitled to their opinions, Bina. said. He had
no furthez information regarding Shaplra '8 allegatlons of
abuse. As an Israeli citizen; Shapira is entltled to file
charges with the Israeli police; the IDF would then be
obliged to 1nvest1gate the incident., Bina said. He
reiterated that, the INF had been instriicted to refrain: £rom
any use of wvioclence diring the boarding:.
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SUBJECT: ISRAEL MEDIA REACTION
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1. Mideast
2. U.S.-Israel Relations

- o o it i O St ik T T8 b G S

the late : :
left-wing’ on’Palest1n1an statchood was! quoted ‘as saylng thad
enmity and the gaps in Israeli soc1ety ‘have. decreased Yediot
quoted DM Ehud Barak as saylng at a meetlng of;Jew1sh leaders
convened. by the Jewish People: Pollcy Planning Institute in
Jerusalem that Israel ‘should not inmsist at: this’ point on

recognition by the Palestinians as a Jewmsh,state ‘Yediot reported.

ak iy z 1yah H Oll Y vis-a-vis: ‘the
Palestlnlans ("What 15 needed here mnow: i1s a.De :Gaulle who made
concessions); not a. Chitrchiill who applled force," he was quoted asi
saying.)

Ha'aretz's Web site and. Israel, Radio quoted U.S. Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton as saying on Wednesday ‘at an. annual gala of ‘the
American Taskforce. for Palestine at in Washlngton that Israells ‘and
Palestinians have: not abandoned peace negotlatlons rand that a.
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two-state solution is still possible. The Secretary was quoted:

"We remain convinced that if they persevere with negotiations, the
parties can agree on an outcome that ends: the conflict; reconciles
the Palestinian goal of an independent and viable state based on.
the 1967 lines, with agreed‘swaps,“ "We have a moment. in timeiand
we must seize... The Obama administration will not turn their backs
on either ‘the people of Palestine and. Israel. They will centinue
working ﬁo;‘an&vgod7willing,achieving'peaqe,ﬂ said Clinton. o
Ha'aretz reported that Clinton also spoke about U.S. efforts to
ease situation ih -Gaza, tnder Israeli blockade since 2007. "Our
goal is to support sustainable ecomomic growth: in ‘Gaza, and it's-a
little-known fact that the Palestinian Authorlty is the pr1nc1pal
financial supporter of Gaza. The people in Gaza are dependent upon:
the Palestinian Authority, which is another reason why the increaseé
in economic activity in the West Bank is not only goocd for those
who live in. the West Bank, but those who live in Gaza as well

Leading media #epofted that in the "largest arms deal in history,"™
Saudi Arabia is purchasing from the U.S. $60 billion in weapons,
including 84 F-15 aircraft. The media reported that the U.S. '
reassured Israel, saying that the transaction is meant to
strengthen: Saudi Arabia against the regional threats. Israel Hayom

and other meédia cited the dissatisfaction of Israeli officials, who

were however quoted as saying that Israel's qualitative edge w1ll
be maintained.

The Jerusaleim Post reported on .a plan: to include officers ‘Erained.
to help reduce civilian casualties in IDF" combat unlts.

In an interview with Maariv, Mlnority Affairs Minister Avishay
Braverman (Labor) stated: his belief that as chairman of. the Labor
Party, he :will garner 25 Knesset seats and become prime mlnlste_
He proclaimed himself Rabin's successor and said: "The public :will
have to. chdose: Lieberman oxr Braverman.

Leading medla quoted New York Times pundlt Thomas Freldman as
saying in -an op-ed: ‘article that "Israel today really is. behav1ng
like a sp011ed child " and that PM Netanyahu told President Obama

that he will dismantle his government to reach an agreement. with:

the Palestlnlans. Speaklng on Israel TV, former Israeli
Consul-General in New York Alon Plnkas concurred with Friedman,
saying that Israel iowes the U.S. a lot and '‘that it should .at. ledst
make a small gesture to the ‘administration, but that this is. n o
only the issue of a ‘60~day settlement freeze. Maariv . reporte“
the Jewish leadexrs convened by the Jew1sh People Policy Planning;
Institute in Jerusalem asked Netanyahu to continue the .séttlement
freeze. They reportedly pushed Netanyahu to reach understandlngs
with the U.S.
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sal m;Post cited P.A. denial of the new Palestlnlan
conditions for the: negotlatlons as reported by ‘Yediot on Wednesday

Leading media reported "“hilltop youth" ‘have been blamed for arson
at a Palestinian school on Wednesday. The Jerusalem Post - quoted

the IDF as saying that there has been a clear escalation in séettlex:

violence.

‘Major media reported that Rabbi Yitzhak Shaplra theﬁcodauthgr'gﬁf

the book: "The King's Torah M whlch deems. as legal, according g o]
"Jewish law," the kllllng of non-Jews; has recently distributed.a

leaflet to IDF soldiers, advocating the "neighbor procedurée," which.

allows troops: to use Arabs as human shleld

The Jerusalem Post and Israel Hayom reported that on Wednesday the.
International Criminal Court in The Hague hosted a debate on
whether to z2llow the P. A to complaln about crimes committed on
"Palestinian Lerrltory The Jerusalem Post gquoted former- Israeli.
Ambassador to the U.N. Dore Gold as saying that the decision could:
accelerate moves toward a unilateral "Palestine."” = Israel Hayom,
quoted The New York Times as saying that the Palestinian leadership
is considering a -change in strategy and is focu51ng more of its
sfforts on convincing ‘intetnational organizations to récognize a
Palestinian state’ in ‘the West Bank.

Ha'aretz reported that data found on a laptop of a passenger of
last May ‘s Free Giza Flotilla 1nd1cates that ‘the flotilla“s
organizers received.assistance from the. hlghest levels of: the:
Turkish: government including PM Recep Tayylp Erdogan and other
senior government offlclals. Records of the meeting between the
heads of the six groups behind the flotilla, in Istanbul,; two weeks
prior to ‘embarkation dnd other similar documents were- found on
laptop computers confiscated by the IDF followrng the takeover of
the flotilla.

Maariv reported that the IDE will cooperate with the P.A. in
rebuilding: ’ ’."A"“bes' Palace,™ a bulldang in he village of Beits
Jala, from Wh ch Palestlnlans used to target the Jerusalem
nelghborhood of GllO at the beglnnlng of the Al-Agsa Intifada. In
retaliation, the IDF had bombarded ‘the bulldlng

The Jerusalem Dost reported that on Wednesday a family of
African-American converts accused 1mm1gratlon inspectors of
assaultihg them in their house in Ashkelon, during .an arrest that’
took place on Tuesday.

Yedlot cited the results of a poll conducted by the Hebrew

University and the Palestinian Center for Pollcy and Survey
Research (PSR) during the first week of October
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- 78 percent pf}i;raelisqand 30jpercenﬁfbfa@élééﬁinians,Suppbft“ﬁﬁé‘

continuation of ‘the ‘negotiations

- 6 percent of Palestinians (5 percent of the Israelis) believe
that there is a ‘chance for the’ tidlks toi succeed.

- 29 percent of Israelis support a full building freeze in the
settlements. .

- 56 percent of Istaelis support talks with Hamas to reach a
compromise .agreement:.

- 51 percent of Palestinians support a“nOnfviolentgproﬁest,Nshoﬁldd
the negotiations: fail:

- 49 percent of Palestinians will recognize Israel .as a Jewish
state as part of a permaneént-status agreement.

v St S

I. "The Opposition on. Triadl"

The independent; left-leaning Halaretz editorialized (10/21): "A
number of racist, anti-democratic bills will reach the Knesset
rostrum during the parliament’'s winter! session. Thei¥ aim - is to
suppress political demands and expressions of protest voided by ‘the
Arab community. The main opposition party should lead oppositi: '

osed laws and mobilize to thwart their legis] :
is Kadima's task right now. However, regrettable positions
expressad by some: membets of the party 'in speeches &nd in
legislative actions; in addition to the silence of party leader
Tzipi Livni, inspire considerable concern. e opposition :should
not cooperate with anti-democratic legislation, either in deed or:
tacit consént. Kadima faces ‘the test of preésenting a forceful
position dgainst racism; hot only during:a ohe-time conference, but
2lso throughout the committee's session, -and in the work of dits
committees."

II. "10,000. Years :of Palestinian Bluff "
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Conservative columnist Nadav Haetzni wrote in the popular, y
pluralist Maariv (10/21): "Israel's economic press is reporting
new event-celébrations marking the 10,000 -anniversary of ‘the' ci
of Jerlcho, ;sponsored by the Palestinian Authority. On a consumer.
note, we are being told about plans by Palestlnlan Authorlty
President. Salam Fayyad to raise USD two billion to ‘promote tourism
in the city, to build a strip of hotels, an airport and more. We
are also being told about a week of celebratlons marking '10°,000
years since Jericho's establishment as a city.' At the center of
the celebratlons, the Palestinian cabinet will hold a special
session. 1n the c1ty . It is not clear just how the Netanyahu
does not eglst an entlty that systematlcally 1nc1tes for the
disappearance:of Israel. For. ;nstance, the Palestinian Media. Watch
organization reports about. a contest recently run on Palestinian
television that awarded cash prizes to viewers who correctly named
occupied Palestlnlan cities. These were not Ramallah and Nablusg
but rather Akko, Jaffa, Haifa and the like. This goal-erasing
Israel and the memory of any Jewish-Israeli roots, is part of the:
Temple Mount story. For years Israel has allowed Palestinian
forces to erase remnants of the existence of ancient civilization:
at the TemplenMount, This Palestinian vandalism is intended to
create mosgues on' the Mount to blur all fremnants of Jewish,
Christian or other presence there. This is beécause Palestinian
archeology and hlstory is non-existent. This is the way leading
Palestinians tell the false story of this land"s history and
archaeology. Certain Israeli archaeologists collaborate with this
falsehood and ignore dramatic discoveries and argue that there is
no archaeological evidence that a Klngdom of David ever exlsted X
any of the other episodes of the First Temple Period. It is all
meant to: serve the fraud and fantasy that is ‘popularly called ,
'narrative. This narrative has a Palestinian mation, 10,000 ye!
old. Therefore, there are no Jewish roots here and no justlce fo
the return of the Jewish people to its land."

IITI. "Foxcing Arabs to Be Zionists"

Liberal columnist Larry Derfner wrote in the conservative,
1ndependent Jerusalem Post (10/21) "Mllllons of Jews who are: wary

of [Av1gdor] Lleberman and. [Shas leader.Eli] Yishai have 51gned"h
to the demand that ‘Palestinian negotiators and prospectlve Israeli
Arab citizens declare for Zionism. The ironic thing is that it's
not the Arabs who are being coerced by this attempt, it's the Jews.
Arabs show no inclination ever to make any statement in favoxr of
Israel as a Jewish state, yet Jews have fallen into line behind the
spiteful, futile idea of forcing Arabs into it. It's Jews who've:
been coerced into taking a loyalty oath -- a new one. Once“they
had to swear that they d never agree to a Palestlnlan state, then
that they'd never agree to redivide Jerusalem now it's that the
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Arabs have to become Zionists, ox at least say they have.  The UNCLASSIFIED
demands for Arab recognition of, or loyalty ‘to, the Jewish' state:

are expressions. of the .extreme national ‘egocentrism- that' s: been:

suffocatlng thls country. If we're commltted to keeplng I‘
Jewish, the:Arabs have i k a2el J
too, otherw1se we can’t trust them. If we say 1t‘s our rlght to
build settlenents, they have to say it's our right to build:
settlements, otherwise we can! t trust. them If we: say: Jerusalem is.
our capital and not thelrs, they have. to say Jerusalem is our
capital and, not theirs, otherwise we can't trust them. This is
beyond egocentrie, dt's: monomaniacal; autistic. I think it's faiy¥
to expect the Arabs to tolerate a Jewish state, to agree ‘not to
to destroy 1tj but~we shouldn' t expect them ‘to see the,justlce
it. That's for 2Zi sts to see, and Arabs cannot be expected £o
Zionists.. Unfortu) tely, Zionists, ‘Or ‘moskt or us' anyway, ‘are tHe .
only people in ‘the world who refuse to’ understand this.™

B . b T R R

2. U.S.-Israel Relations:

"Barack Obama's Plummeting Support for U.S. Jews"

Columnlst and conservatlve 1nternatlonal Jew1sh leader Tsi. Lelbler

Party.
ros1on 1n Jew1sh support for Obama and»his admlnlstratlon..,,
However, the grow1ng divide in attitudes toward Israel between. the:
Democrats -and the Republicans is dlsconcertlng’because‘lt'th'”atensi
to undermine the lohg-term bipartisal Appr: which, '
prevalled.. But desplte the dooms ; icontrary: ko ¢
disinformat on disseminated by the Tieft, [recernt] surveys conflrm
that Americans. remsin overall strongly supportive of Is¥ael.... But:
let us not be under: any- 1llu51ons. The road ahead will be.
difficult.... The role of Jewish leadershlp after the congre551onal:
elections may be crucial should Obama, .as: many predict, be: ineclined.
to intensify his one-sided pressures.”
GOLDBERGER
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The websites of The Jerusalem Post and Ha'aretz, as well as Israel
Radio, quoted Dtesident Shimon Peres ds  saying on Thursday that
Israel cannot survive without the help of the U:S. He was talking
at a Jerusalem ‘conference of the Jewish People Policy Plannlng
Institute. on Thursday. Peres said, "for our existence, we need" the
frlendshlp‘of the: United :States of Amerlca." :Speaking of how"
Israel .can :give back to.the U.S:, he. said ‘that just 1as the U S Hg
trying to 1 ¢ the securlty needs of Israel we Israe 15
ourselves" must understand ‘the: securlty needs of the U.8." He
continued, "We cannot glvexback to the United ‘States what the U..S.
is giving us; but in our own .small way, we ' can be oF help
Connecting two of the largest issues -on the Israel1 - and Bmerican
-- agenda, the president said Israel could be of help to the: U. S.
by enabling an "anti~Iran coalition in' the Middle East, and the
contributiocn will not be by declaration but if weé stop the:
conflict between s .and the Palestlnlaf ' in -ordér to allo
U.S. to focus on the Iranlan threat T/e Jerusalem Post wrote at
Peres also spoke of former U.S. President George W. Bush's forelgn
policy in the: Middle East, saying that he apprec1ates Ceorge Bush's!
"attempt to éxposé them [Arab states] ‘to democracy, but is that
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possible?" President Peres explained his thought, adding that it
is "very difficult to come to a king ard tell him to go to

elections." Driving home the point, he ‘said that "it would.be lrkeM

inviting a turkey to a Thanksgiving feast." Peres said that he: |
believed "Muslims ‘should be able to choose their own path." ‘Israel

Radio quoted Peres as saying that most Americans support Israel.

Maariv reported that PM Benjamin Netanyahu is considering a trip to

the U.S. for the annual Jewish Federations of North America General
Assembly, which is to convene on November 7 in New Orleans.
Political sources predict that a condition for the trip's taking
place isia breakthrough in- the deadlock presently facing :
negotiations with the Palestinians as well ‘as the subsequent
inclination of the American president to meet with him. Maariw
reported that on Thursday, the PM dispatched his special envoy to
the talks to Washington. Sources in Jerusalem predicted on
Thursday that his special envoy, Yitzhak Molcho, would present a
new Israeli proposal for renewing talks to the administration.
According to the proposal, Israel will renew the construction
freeze in return for several demands, the most important of which:
is that the settlement construction will no longer be raised a 7t
precondltlon to talks Assoc1ates of the PM are concerned thaj

the talks are not renewed, the Palestinian issue could reach thé UN
General Assembly through the group of non-aligned nations, most .of
which are not supporters of Israel. Maariv quoted the Prime
Minister's Bureau as saying that Netanyahu's trip to the confererice
is currently under consideration, .and is contingent on the prime
minister's scliedule.

The Jerusalem Post, reported that an Israeli Government source touw
the daily om Thirsday that Israel will pursue its own unilateral
steps if the Palestinians do not return to the ‘negotiating table
and instead seek U.N. -support for -unilateral moves to declare a

state w1th1n the pre-~ ~1967 lines. "If the Palestinians think that
unilateral moves aré a one-way street, they are sadly mistaken. It
is an option that both sides have," said the source. There was

some speculatlon that Israel may be consrderlng reviving aspects of
former BM Ehud Olmert's "convergence" 1deas for a unilateral
withdrawal from isolated parts of the.West ‘Bank, evacuating
settlements .and deploying soldiers there instead. But. there was no
official confirmation on Thursday night of any such plans and a
settler source dismissed the‘notlonlas nonsense.

The media quoted Attorney General Yehuda Weinstein as saying that:

the affair of the Baraks' illegal employment of a Philippine
housekeeper justifies an indictment.

Yediot disclosed a 2007 list of potential American donors to
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Netanyahu's primaries. WNetanyahu reportedly annctated the list, [JNCLASSIFIED
correcting and rating entries according to theé chances of the o ‘

donors contributing to the campaign. Yediot reports that. fax-Right

figures, who azpparently wanted to: influence Netanyahu's policy,. ,,

were on the list, as well as people involved in criminal act1v1ty.

Eventually, 98 petrcent of the foreign. donors contributed to

Netanyahu s primaries. The newspaper’ ‘quoted the Prime Mlnlster's

Office as Saylng that the PM makes decisions: accordlng to the

interest of the State and not the will of the donors.

Citing thée AP, Ha'aretz and other modla reported that settlers have
begun building new homes at a quick pace :since the Government
lifted its moratorium on West Bank housing starts -- almost 550. in
three weeks, more than four times faster ‘than the last two years:
Israel Radio quoted Palestinian officials: as sdying that this could

hampex the peace pProcess. Ha'aretz -and Israel Radio clted anot er
AP story that U.N. ‘envoy to the Mlddle East Robert Serry called the
original AP report as "dlarming." He sgaid that settlement

construction is- illegal under 1nternat10nal law znd that it "will
only further undexmine trust.

The Jerusalem Post reported that on Thursday the P.A. stepped up:
its criticism of Israel and that it reiterated its oppos1tlon to.
returning to the negotlatlng table as long as constructlon in th
settlements, contlnues. Yasser Abed Rabbo, a- close confldant ofA' ;s
President Mahmoud Abbas, was quoted ‘as saylng that Israel was
"spreading liles" and that is was respon51ble for media reports:

according to which ‘the P.A. had set new- conditions for resuming ‘the:
U.s. —sponsored direct Israel-P.A; talks.

Ha'aretz and: Israel Hayom quoted the international Arabic- language
newspaper Al- Hayat :as saying that the German medlator in the Shallt
deal, Gerhard Conrad, met last month 1n .an, Israell prlson w1th ‘ong

of the leaders of ‘Hamas in the West [Biank,; Sheikh ‘Hassan: Yousuf. A
senior Hamas flgure, who asked to remain anonymous told: Al—_afat
about the meetlng, iexplaining that the 1mprlsoned leadershlp of: the
organization has the 'same amount .of lnfluence as. ‘the group s
leadership domestically and abroad. "Everyone is united over the
stance of the movement on the deal," he said. Yediot reported ‘that
the Iranian Revolutlonary Guard has handed Hamas ‘an unprecedented
amount of money in ‘suitcases. The newspaper cited Tsrael's: concern;
that the fundlng will help Hamas accelerate its preparatiocns for a
military .confrontation. This morning Israel Radio reported ‘that
the P.A. has dlscovered a significant arms cache near Ramallah
belonging to Hamas. The radio later cited a denial of the report
by the Hamas spokesman in Gaza. In -another development, The
Jerusalem Post reported that the Is¥aeli Defense ‘Ministry has
rejected a U.N. Relief and Works Agency request to establish a
number of new schools in Gaza because, it says, they were supposed
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to be built on land provided by Hamas and next to a Hamas mllltary
installation. The Jerusalem Post reported ‘that former Trish :
President and former U.N. High Commissioner of Human Rights told
the daily about efforts to encourage a non-violent Hamas.

The Jerusalem. Post reported that the IDF has begun constructing @i
third Arrow missile battery near Tel Aviv in an effort to beef up
missile defense ahead of a future conflict.’

Ha'aretz quoted a layer acting on behalf of 33 British passengers.
on May's Free Gaza . Flotilla as saying on Thursday that most of then
have asked to give oral testimony to the Turkel commission

investigating the botched IDF raid on, the. ships. The group: ‘says: it
is resrstlng what they see as efforts by the commission to belit: le
their evidénce by having them submit only very basic information:
about their experiences.

The Jerusalem Post reported that on Thursday the bulldozer driver
who struck and killed U.S. activist Rachel Corrie in Gaza seven
years ago testified from behind a partition in Haifa District Court
that the first time the first time he 'saw her was after she was
dragged out of the rubble in front of his vehicle.

Makor Rishon~Hatzofe reported ‘that. six hours before ‘the Yom: Klppur
War broke out, then-Israeli PM Golda Melr sent Egyptian Presmdent
Anwar a message. through the Americans. ‘that Israel would not carry
out an preemptlve strike, which the newspaper said probably sparked
the conflict.

Ha'aretz (Engllsh Ed.) reported that: former U.S. Under Secretary of
State Stuart. Eizenstat told the paper that while terrorism,
anti~Semitism, and.a global shift of power away: Erom: Israel's
closest ‘allies are among the ”mega—trends" confrontlng Israel and;
the Jewish nation this century, the Jewish nation's internal

challengés are much more ‘worrisdme.

Major media reported that police are recommending 1nd1ct1ng Boaz;
Harpaz, the author of the so-called "Galant document. Some:
newspapers cited the police's belief that Harpaz s ultimate ‘aim in
forging the document was. helplng IDF Chief of Staff Gabi Ashkena21
stay in office. Maariv wrote that the police found Ashkenazi's
involvement to be: lnconclu51ve.

Israel Radio reported that on Thursday Israeli chess champion Alik
Gershon set a Guinness World Record by simultaneously playing-
against 525 opponents. The aim of the contest was to beat the
previous record winner, an Iranian chess player who had
successfiully competed against 500 contestants.
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Mideast:

I. "When the Party Is Over”

Senior columnist Nahum Barnea wrote in the mass-circulation,
pluralist Yediot Aharonot (10/22): "It seems that Netanyahu
responded to [President Obama's 60-day moratorium on settlement.
construction] propssal as it is customary to respond in the Middle
East. When a Middle East pollt1c1an is’ glven a proposal ‘he
immediately puts on the face of the Sphlnx He doesn't say yes, he
doesn't say no. His assumption is that after the first proposal,.
‘theére will be a second, better proposal. And a thizd. And a
fourth. ‘Those who say yes to the first proposal are suckers. Like
Arafat to Barak at Camp David. ILike Abu Mazen with Olmert. Like
Ahmadinejad, to the rest of the world. Very unfortiunately,
Washington: is not ‘part of the Middle East. ‘Not at this. time, when
the Améerican economy is in deep crisis; with America in trouble up'
to its neck in Afghanlstan, Paklstan, and Irag, and with the
political air full of ‘destruction prophec1es. After Obama's
generous offer, theére was a second, less generous offer. Netanyahu
became. caught up in what psychologlsts call inaction inertia.
Psychologlsts studied and found that people avoid buying a product
at an attractive price when they feel that they've missed
purchasing the same product at an even ‘more attractive price. They
become paralyzed. The problem is not the freeze: only deluded -
people believe that. within two months, Abu Mazen and Netanyahu can’
reach an agreement on a land swap and on borders. The problem is
the disgust and. rage that the Israeli refusal sparked in the
administration, a rage that is being suppressed at the moment., but:
which will erupt in, full force on- November 3, after the electlons
to Congress. The Amerlcans are: seeklng the: logic behind the
refusal, the wisdom, and are finding: nothing. It is no ‘wonder, that.
they conclude -- as Thomas Friedman concluded this week in the N
York Times: -- that Israel is a -spoiled child. Netanyahu told o= .
that he was so determlned in his wish to reach an agreement that he;
was willing to break up his govexnment to this end. Obama. is a.
political man. When he heard that Netanyahu was w1lllng to
endanger his regime, he was convinced.”

II. "Would the U.S. be Steadfast if 'Palestine' Is Declared
Unilaterally 2"

Diplomatic correspondent Herb Keinon wrote on page one of the:
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conservative, 1ndependent Jerusalem Post (10/22) "Whlle 1t is.
fairly certain. the U.S. would veto ‘a unllateral Securlty ‘Cotincil
resolution declaring a Palestinian state -- ‘though a resolution-’
declaring the settlements illegal may be: more difficult for
Washington to vote against -- there is an enormous amount of
distance between vot1ng against somethlng and actively campalgnlnj
against dit. Istrdel would not only expect thé U.S. to vote against
any such motion in- any UN forum -- ;even 'if the Palestinians d o
take it to the Security Council because of the fear of a veto o
but also to actively campaign against it and get others to block .it.
as well.... One could say with a good degree of certainty’ that' the
U.S. would not support unilateral Palestinian efforts in ‘the U,
and will most 1ikeély vote against them. But will WashlngLon work
with Israel agalnst them, especially if: it holds Netanyahu.
responsible for the current stalemate ‘because. of a refusal. to
extend the settlement moratorium? That rlght now is a. very: open"
question: =- one the Palestlnlans are-more than eager ‘to ‘pose,. and
one the world will deem completely legitimate as long as there is:
no motion. As long as ther¥e are no direct talks."

III. "Better Late than Never?"

The 1ndependent left-leaning Ha! aretz ed_torlallzed (10/22)
"Netanyahu is. today drawing on Rabin! example as though he were
his peaceé mentor, but in ‘the Xnesset: te: ] ’

attacked 1 I Pollt1c1ans
change the:
circumstances:. It''s a good thing Netanyahu understands today ‘the:
necessity to divide the land between us: and the Palestinians so
that Israel can exist as a democratlc state with a Jewish majorlty.
It is good that Netanyahu is adoptlng, with regrettable delay,
Rabin's herltage But he is also .expected to do ‘some: soul
searching. ‘Was he: wrong then in his: total objectlon to‘any
compromlse and agreement with the Palestlnians, and - dldgr

right- w1ng colleagues’ stubborn objectlon contribute: to m1551ng}

The publlc deserves an ansWer.'

past, but to believe Netanyahu really has changed and is capable o

leading Isriel. to an agreement with the: Palestlnlans

IV. "The Man Who Wasn't There"

Senior commentator'Ari'Shavit wrote: in Ha'.aretz (10/22) “"When-
Netanyahuw chooses not to .choose, hé: is making a choice. He: is
choosing war. He is choos1ng a crlsls and ,ollapse. There 1s

writing on that wall that Netanyahu is alklng into. It_saxs Yom‘
Kippur. ‘The Yom Kippur [War] .of Benjamin ‘Netanyahu. The reélity
Bibi is facing is' an incomparably :cruel one. The Preésident .of the
United States is after him. The Palestinians are acting hostile
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towaxrd ht@} The intexrnational, communlty'has?turned its back on. ;Ll[ﬁngﬁiijfltﬂJ

leader Tiiﬁf”Livh* and Likad's Silvan Shalom want his heac

The

army is nothing to write home about. The admlnlstvatlon is nothlngf
to write home about. The politics are polltlcs of dwarfs. So when.

Netanyahu looks left and right he sees he is icompletely alone. :No:
one really understands. the enorimous missidn he ‘has to face, and. no
one is helplng him deal with it. Tough luck. ‘Leaders do not. ha

the right to moan about their bitter fate, Leaders are supposed t04
lead. 1If Netanyahu is not a man now, he will be,the,man who wasn'"t.

theare."
V. "Both Sides Know that This: Is an Empty Threat"

Senior columnist, veteran journalist, and television anchor Dan
Margallt wrote: in the 1ndependent Israel Hayom (10/22) "It 1s
clear that if the Palestlnlans choose a: new unilateral way, they
will birden the international and Israeli systems -- -and
thsmselves. They would this free Benjamln‘Netanyahu from all the:
commi tments to whlch his predecessors. committed themse1ves. A
unilateral move would grant legitimacy to unilateral
countermeasures.... It appears that the Palestinians also

understand that .a unilateral step ‘would increase the load that they

have assumed Thelr threat is no mozre than a trick to bend
Israel's arm around the negotiating table -- in conditions
favorable to the Palestinians. These are empty threats. Both
sides know .

GOLDBERGER
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1. (U) We délivered REFTEL demarche to MFA.Isrdel and’ Paltestine .
Affairs Department Head Ali Reza Guney November 10.

2. (SBU) Guney took the. opportunlty to recall the. tension: ifi the
Turkish=Israeli rela“lonshlp since the iIsrael Defense Force' s May
31 1nterd1ctlon of! the Gaza humanltarlan ald flotllla and, the
associated de :

the flagshlp, the: Mavi Marmara He repeated the con51stent GoT
demand that Israel apologlze for its actions and compensate the
affected passengers and famllles ‘He desczibed Isr"el ‘as ‘tnot:
cooperatin the‘UNSYG’s Palmer panel 'He said Tur'ey &
awaiting ‘the ‘Gol -submrssion of 1ts 1nter1m report to: the; panel
but is discouraged by rumors the Israslis miy delay submission
beyond December L. .
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[ Malaysia said that the need for and.

results of a coordinated response to breaches: of international
humanitarian law was clearly shown -by: the: attack of Israeli: armed
forces on the MV Mavi Marmara, part of the Turkish flotilla. IE.
stated that: the: "global ‘condemnation! of the attack "produced
immediate results ‘in- securing the release of :all the passengers"‘
from the:s K vesselsﬂ'the transportatlon of ‘the ‘humanitarian cargo
of the vessels ‘ot to’ Gaza and the issuance of’ a more tramsparent.
revised list of: prohibited items." In a detalled discussion on tl
rules £or .establishing -a naval blockade and the appllcable
humanitarian laws, Malay51a also relterated the need to examlne the:
blockade on Gaza "against the legal premlse on which said blockade
was establlshed m
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