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DE OTALVARO EMAIL OF ‘31 MAY 10 16:38 TO SES-0

1. (SBU) At 1500 Ambassador - Jeffrey and..other ambassadors from ‘UN
Securlty Counc1l member .states were brlefed
the intervention. by ithe Israeli Mllltary on the: Human1
Foundation (IHH) flotilla. Following this, the MFA briefed other
groups of dmbassadors from (1) the Organization of the Islamic
Council member states (2) EU member states, and, (3) all other
states. AIll member states received the same brleflng

2. (SBU) The: MFA- conflrmed that FM Davutoglu is going to New York
with the purpose of addressing the UN Securlty Council today. The
Ministry put partlcular -emphasis on calllng the 1ntervent10n a
"gross violation of international. law," handlng out maps to
emphasize ‘the location ©of the intervention. They placed the
intervention at: 64 nautical miles from the- northeast .corner of
Israel's blockade area -of Gaza, which covers : 20 sguare nautlcal
miles from ‘the coastline. The Mlnlstry stressed that :it reserves

its rlghts undexr” 1nternatlonal law, that this "grave" action shoul&

not go. without a response, and that a response. to the intervention
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is the respon51b111ty of the entire[ IR c

IEPmunity.

3. (SBU) The Mlnlstry ‘also stressed that Israel bears. the
responsibility for ‘the inteérvention,. which invelved an attack on ,
innocent civilians - 1nclud1ng women,'chlldren and. the: elderly Lo
who were on- & humanltarlan mission:. While Turkey has w1thdxawng‘
Ambassador to Israel for- consultations, its first priority is to.
determine ‘the whereabouts and 1dent1ty of the passengetrs who were
killed or wounded 1n actlon and it would llk falls of the sy
passenger: ' : ST >
Withdraw : ) at
recalllng;hlm, and;does not necessarlly requlre a response from Vhe
GOI. End note.) ]

4. (SBU) The‘Ministry ‘estimated that the Turkish registered ship:
that was boarded, the ‘Mavi Marmaris, carried 560 passengers riot:
counting the crew. The majority of those passengers (353) wére:
Turks, though there were:also citizens from 43 other natlons,_,
including Algerla (33 passengers), Jordan (31), the U.K. (28).,
between. 10-20 passengers from. Malaysia, Indone51a,‘and Kuwait,
respectlvely, and 3 U.S. citizens. :

JEFFREY
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SUBJECT: TERRORIST- TIED IHH CHARITY WINS FLOTILLA PR BATTLE

CLASSIFIED BY: Doug Silliman, DCM, State, Political; REASON: 1. 44BY:
(D) -

1. (SBU) Summary.. The Foundation for Human: Rights, - Liberties: : ;
Humanitarian Relief (IHH) ‘ the charitable group: whiach. organlzed the
aid flotilla to Gaza, has largely achleved its goal of drawing’
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attention: £o itself and casting Israel into the role. of an CLASSIFIED
oppressor. ‘The IHH has been on the rise for a decade, partlcularly T
gaining promifence in. its. defense. flrst of Bosnlans, then Cheche s,

and now ‘GAZans.: ‘srael de31gnated the organlzatLOV '
terrorist-suppor;
problems : atior _
and materlal support,to terrorlst organlzatlons End Summary.

2. (C) The IHH flotilla -- flagshipped by the Mavi Marmara, which,
was ‘stormed by Israeli Defense Forces: on May- 31 -= achleved'a"
greater success’ ‘than’ it bardgained for in portraylng Israel in. as!
negatlve @ llght aS'p0551ble The THH: told us before the flotl

thebworld:medla at ieast untll the World Cup began ‘on July 11
(REF A) They sald belng boarded would make: Israel look

Past Support of Terrorism?

4, (U) A 2006 report on Islamic charltl Y-I support of terrorist

organlzatlons. g
1997, dlscoverlng arms, exp1051ves .1nstructlons for constructlng

1mbrov1sed explos' e:dev1ces, and jlhad propaganda materlalg
Documents ‘uncover :
planning- to oin. :_; il »
jihadists' efforts ‘to go to Afghanlstan, Bosnla, and Chechnyaw
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Istanbul office's phone records showed "repeated" telephone calls:
to what Was: alleged to-be an al-0a‘ dda, guesthouse in Milan, Italy,
to varlous Algerlan terrorlsts in various places in Europe, and_,o
Abd al-Qadr Mukhtari, a jihadist active in Bosnia during ‘the Bosnid
war. The report also guotes French aduthorities that: Bulent
Yildirim was personally involved in organizing Jjihadist:
facilitation: ' - ‘ w

5. (U) Following ‘the: 1997 raid. on ‘their Istanbul offices, the THH
took efforts to protect itself legally from Turkish sérutiny.
reglstered in, Germany as a charltable organlzatlon making .‘H.H k
of its assets untouchable by Turklsh authorities. Bulent Ylld ,f
resigned. from formal authority in ‘the oxganization, although: ‘he:
remained its. decision-making and admlnlstratlve atthorlty, for
sevezral yearshzhls,son Gokten was DresldentA ‘It appears Bulent

Yildirim!is“noW' ‘once. again, officially'president The IHH website
is registered in Friesdorf, Germany, keeplng it out of the
authority of Turkish media monitors. The IHH is represented
legally, at. least. in part, by Osman Karahan, an Istanbul lawyer iwho
also defended. the: suspects in the 2003 Istanbul bombings and Lutay
al-Saga who was found guilty of plotting an attack on .an Israell :
cruise ship in Turkish waters. Karahan ‘has; himself, been arrested
on charges of aiding terrorist organizations.

6. (U) Régdrding its. ties to. HAMAS, IHH ‘has met with Senior HAMAS'
officials in Turk'y, Syrla, and Gaza ‘over the past three years:
HAMAS members att nded the launchlng of the Mav1 Marmara out, of
Istanbul. THH Deputy President Dede is din damage contrsl mode.
concerning ‘allegations that passengers on the flotilla attacked.
Israeli forces first, claiming in ‘the: ptess on May 31 ‘that Israel
might ”place weapons" on the ship to create a justlflcatlon for
attack and to palnt IHH as a terrorist organization.

he.

But Broadly Popilar

7. (SBU) IHH's contact with and seeming support for terrorist

organizations is not widely known. in Turkish society. In the .early
1990s, the organlzatlon was only prominent in religious circles:
Its advertlslng and campalgns have always been anodyne, calllng_['

and materlal upon arrlval As a result the Turklsh populace seesﬁ
is as a supporter of Bosnians, Afghans, Uzbeks, Indone51ans,
Iragis, and Palestlnlans, but is bllnd to the nuance that some of
the groups actually receiving the money use at least part of the
funds to perpetuate violent acts. THis nuance. is ‘especially lost
in the Gaza cdse, because most Turks -- zeligious: and secular -= do
not perceive HAMAS to be a terrorist organlzatlon. :
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8. (SBU) Th'"ugh ut its existence, IHH ‘has: been: close to=?w
polltlcal religious movement in Turkey Bulent &l
IHH staff were £ lzent guests at events held. by the now defﬁndt
but religiociisly conservative Refah and Fazilet partles. Members: of
these two: parties f:rm thée core of. the governlng Justlce'and
Development: Party (AKP). It is unllkely that most ‘Turkish
politicians are aware of the IHH's contacts’ with terrorist
organlzatlons (other than HAMAS), and would flnd such allegitibd$J

iablejor§anlzatlon, mak;ng 1nvest1gatlohs into
allegatlons ‘dgainst the organlzatlon politically poisonous.

Comment

9. (SBU) The IHH. appeairs to have won the PR battle over the
flotilla. The Turkish populace is outraged. by Israeli ‘actidns on
the Mavi Marmara and is staging anti-Israeli protests in Turke =
major cltles. The ‘government, the military, and the opposition
parties' have condemned the Israeli action. Even the respectable
secular press is denouncmng what it sees as Israeli aggression
against innocent charltable workers.- In the mldst of it all, IHH'Ss
profile as 2, charltable -organization :defying :perceived oppressors
is at its hlghest Messages coming out of Israel or Washington
will meet a jaded public convinced Israel is the aggressor:
JEFFREY '
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1. (C) Summary and Cotiment. In a speech to His parliamentary
group, Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan , I Bl

Noting he would discuss the Iszaeli naval forces 1nterventlon on
the IHH. flotllla w'th President. Obama thls‘e'enlng, ‘he denounced.
anti- Semltlsm-but zppealed to Israelis tol pu pressure on the
Netanyahu hig=xage} t to stop- resortlng to ricle: . ‘OIL
concrete measures to get beyond the crisis, e'called for ‘the:
passengers’ and shlps seized to be reledsed lmmedlately and said he
sent medical planes to ‘rétu¥n the wounded»passengers ' He c¢#lled:
for an 1nter‘ tidnal response that would 1nclude punlshlng Israel
for 1ts attltude, and endlng the embargo of Gaza.

NCLASSIFIED

2. (S/NF) |

3.

(U) PM&E&dﬁ '4speak1ng in a meetlng'of hls parllamenta

Turkish. natic
the. Israelid:. i
governme
as a pollc g

4. (U) Erdogan reviewed ‘the TIsraeli Haval. forces' landing :on ‘the
Mavi Marmara,: calllng it a "bloody attack," a "massacre," and

"state terrorism." Speaklng pa551onately, ‘he: descrlbed the. shlps
as loaded "w1th mercy . and compassion,” but ‘unable to reach their

StateDept0338



destination, because they were "obstructed Wlth arms and. tyrannys: :
Erdogan sald the "Freedom to Gaza Flotilla"™ was carrying 600 people;
- including women, children and religious men - from 32 countrles,
with humanltarlan assistance for the people of Gaza. "The lllegal
Israeli 1nterventlon shed the blood of 1nnocent people in
1nternat1onal waters," he lamented. He demanded that the shlps
that had beéen confiscated be released immediately, and the

UNCLASSIFIED

civilians: returned As a sign of Turkey be1ng "capable and strong:
enough to b ing ‘back its own people,h he sent two military

_lanes to the region, who retrieved wounded passengers
and are onlthe1r way back to Turkey. Relteratlng that Turkey's
actions were in. accordance with 1nternatlonal law, he: warned Israel
that "Turkey is not. an 1nexper1enced state. No one should try to
test Turkey s patlence. Turkey's friendship is invaluable but its:
animosity is strong. Israel should not make: the mistake and think:
that Turkey is like others. The cost will be heavy.."

5. .(U) Erdogan called for an international response to. the
intervention, descrlblng the incident as one ‘that dealt "one of the
heaviest wounds in human history to the conscience of humanity,’

that should compel the 1nternatlonal community to say ™this is
enough He appealed to Israel to "stop maklng mlstakes " admlt

correctly. The 1nternatlonal community, for: its part should )
respond.: to. this threat to international peace, whlch contrav"edg
the UN's bas1c thlosophy, and punlsh Israel for 1ts attltude

said that_; ’

in Gaza. He called on: the UN to 1nvest1gate the 1nc1dent ra"her
than wait for¥ Israel to investigate it, and said Turkey’ would'
follow this request and use all means of international law and
dlplomacy to bring a resolution to the incident.
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TAGS: AEMR, ASEC, CASC, XFLO, MARR, PREL, PINR, AMGT, IS, GZ
SUBJECT: MGGZOl: GAZA FLOTILLA MONITORING GROUP SITUATION
REPORT NO. 3 -

STATUS OF AMERICAN CITIZENS

1. (SBY) Embassy Tel Aviv expects to visit. shortly the ning

American citizens detained on June 1. We have no reports of -any

deaths or serious injuries involving American citizens on the
flotllla,-although one was injured while taklng part in .a

protest in Jerusalem and has been hospltallzed No additio -
Americans have been deported. (MGGZOl/Embassy Tel Aviv e-mail)

ADDITIONAL FREE GAZA SHIP EN ROUTE

2. (SBU) A final ship in the flotilla; the Cambodian- -flagged
MV Rachel Corrie, is travellng Lhrough the Mediterranean ‘from:
Ireland. ‘It is ant101pated the. ship will approach. Gaza June 3.
The Israeli government has not detexmlned how it w1ll,respond

MAJORITY OF PASSENGERS NOW IN ISRAELI DETENTION

......_...........___....._.—_....-..—..._.._._.._.._——_..--.—......_....-.-.-_..._..._.—

3. (U) Approx1mately 480 passengexrs are now in Israeli
detention and 48 'have -been deported to their home countrles.
(jpost.com)

ISRARLI ARARS CALL GENERAL STRIKE

e on oo - {0 Y " S o T s s T b o

4. (U) Tsraeli Avab leaders have called for a general strike;
which is expected to impact many communities: in the north of
Israel. (MGGZOl/Embassy Tel Aviv e-mail)

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

5. (U) The UN Security Council adopted a Presidential

UNCLASSIFIED
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Statement; that expresses ‘deep regrelt]
injuries resultlng from the use' of forc ;dur ng the Israell
military operation in internationdl waters agalnst the convoy
sailing to: Gaza." The $tatement requests a prompt 1nvest1gatlon
by Israel and the 1mmed1ate release: of the detalnees and shlps.
(MGGZOl/USUN e~-mail)

6. (SBU) Thé UN Human Rights Council convened a geheral débate

at 0400 EDT to discuss the Israeli response to the flotilla:
(MGGZOl/USUN Geneva e-mail)

7. (SBU) At Turkey's request, the:North Atlantic Council will
meet at 0§3Q,EDT,;n_Brussels They may ‘seek, a statement along
the lines of the UNSC statement. (NGGZOI/USNATO ‘telcon)

WASHINGTON MEETINGS ‘WITH FM DAVUTOGLU

8. (SBU) Both Seécretary Clinton and NSA Jones will meet»with~
Turkish FM Davotoglu June 1, following his arrival from New
York. (MGGZ01/Turkey Desk e-mail)

INTERNATIONAL REACTION

o Dale ian Terrltories Smal demonstratlonsu"f
occurring ithroughout the West Bank ‘and :Gaza. (Jerusalem 922
10. () Australla. BPM Rudd condemned "any use: of violence

under the: sorts of: c1rcumstances we: have seen" and called for
the lifting of: the. blockade of Gaza. <{abe.net. an)

11. () Chlna. The .Chinese Foreign Mlnlstry expressed ghock:
at the Israe11 attack and urged Israel to geriou «1mplement UN

Securlty q : ) > humanitarian:
situation 1n‘Gaza (chlnadally ‘com. cn)
12, (U) Paklstan‘ Pre51dent Zardarl issued a statement

describing the incident as "brutal and . inhuman.
(dailytimes.com.pk)

13. (U) Minimize considered.

CLINTON

NNNN
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Summary:
flotilla in :Lnternat:l.onal waters domlnated‘headllnes 1n all

neWSpapers on Tuesday morn:.ng.

"bid to. fr CE
Ahmedis" last F day.

Secretary Bashir, were. carr:.ed Ain all majo

newspapers.
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Coverage of the Israeli ‘attack on ‘thé Gaza-bound aid

'es reported that a

n_gl:.sh and Urdu
Newspapers: reported her statement that "the ‘case of Dt
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Aafia Siddiqui ‘is still in the courts and therefore discussions of
future plans are: premature," and that. she wrged the Forelgn Mlnlstry
to expedité travel :documents for Pakistani. nationals awaiti
deportation. Almost all major dailies recycled a "New ¥
report that the: Up d 'States i's increasing pressure on Pakist
provide more info. ion. on alrllne passengers; as part of its
efforts to combat terrorism. The. U. S. Enbagsy's press release
denying the violation of Pakistan dirspade by the U.S. aircraft near
Landikotal was .alsoc published. Media also covered a report that ’
the fee for nonimmigrant U.S. visa applications has increased. to: 140
dollars. Both electronic and print media reported that the Lahoke
High Court has lifted the ban on Facebook with a strict warning
against any' futuré acts of blasphemy. ‘

UNCLASSIFIEL

Weekend. edvtlons carried Admiral Mullen's statemént that he 4s more
focused on Pakistani: cooperatlon to .corntain the Taliban 1nsurgenAy
in Afghanlstan than wei ghlng mllltary action against militant
targets in ‘that country ‘in retaliation for a terror attack. The
Sunday editions of almost all mainstream dailies published a
"Washington Post" report on their front pages that U.S. military -
planners are looking at options for a "un1lateral strike" in
Paklstan if a successfil attack on U.S. soil is traced to the £xi
areas. B_,h newspapers and, TV networks reported that the U.S.
Mission in Pakistan has strongly condemnéd ‘the. terrorlst attacks. in
Lahore on Friday.

The Gaza-bound aid flotilla incident dominated editorial themes: in
Monday's newspapers. In its editorial titled, "Under a dark flaQ‘F
"The News;," observed that "This: monstrous- outrage has: caught the:
world's: atj ' ) '

howevery "The.Natlon ":wrote in 1ts artlcle,‘"Depraved b"uta
illegaly! that it iseems quite 51gnlf1cant that the AmerA
not hit: upon. stronger words than 'deeply regret' the loss: of . ,
with the Obama Adminlstratlon 'currently worklng to - understand the:
circumstandes surrounding this tragedy." The Urdu daily "Khabrain,'
in its editorial, "Rein Israel in," noted: that "If the U.S. has’
permitted Israel to engage in terrorism, it should not have any-
objection to Al Qaeda and the Tallban as 1t is in reaction, to ‘the
Israeli and Ameridan terrorist acts 'that the .Taliban and AL Qaéda )
are responding.” "Ddwn," wrote in its editorial "Murder uale): 5
that "Save condémnations from around the world, one can reasonably
be sure Israel will face no materlal consequences. for this: bruta,lty‘
on the seas." End Summary.

TOP STORIES

News Story: Israel Storms Gaza Aid Fleet, 19 Killed - ”Daily'Timesﬁ
(06/01) '
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"Israeli navy commandos stormed a Gaza~bound. aid flotilla in
1nternatlonal waters on Monday, killing' up to<19 pro Palestlnlan
activists, in a raid that sparked global outrage

News Stoxy: Jourhalist Talat And Other Pakistanis Are Safe -~ "Dawn™
(06/01) '

"TV journalist Talat Hussain and two other Pakistanis who were
onboard a ship that ITsraeli commandos stormed in international
waters on.Monday are ‘reported to be: safée but their whereabouts are
not known. An official statement issued, after Prime Mlnlster,You
Raza Gilani. :imadée a. telephone call to the wife of Talat Hussain said
that Interpdél had: informed the goverrmment that the “Journalist was in
'safe hands'."

News Story: Audacious Attack Follows Strike On' Ahmadis: Terrorists
Fail To Reach Comrade In Lahore Hospital - "Dawn' (06/01)

"Terrorists targeted Lzhore's Jinnah Hospltal on Monday midnight: i£o
'free or kill' their fellow, who was injured in Friday's. attack :on

Ahmadis® worshlp place in: Model Town,; leaving -at least five pers“ns
dead and six injured. Some 10 ‘Ahmadis and terrorlst Moaz allas Amir
Moavia were under treatment in the hospital when the terror attack
took place at around 11.45pm."

News Story: Terrorists Attack .Jinnah Hospltal Attack Con51dered Bid
To Free Arrested Terrorist Who Was Injured TIn Attack On Ahmedis
"Daily Times' (06/01)

"At least flve people, 1nclud1ng a woman, were killed when . at:least
four unidentified terrorists stormed various wazrds of Lahore ‘s
Jinnah Hospital late on. ‘Monday:. nlght Reports gaid the attack: was dh
attempt to free a terrorlst who was under treatment at the hosplt 1
after belng arrested follow1ng Friday's attacks ‘on a Ahmedis' pray
facility in Model Town's C-block."

News Story: Too Early To Predict Aafia's: Future, Says Patterson =~
"Daily Tlme LR . "The: News " "Jang " vAusaf, " MIslam;"
"Jinnah, ""Paklstan,ﬁ-"Nawa e-Wagt, " (06/01)

"US Ambassador to Pakistan Anne W' Patterson said on Monday that it
would be too early to discuss the future of Dr Aafia Siddigui as ‘the
case was 2till in the court, a statement said on. Monday. 'Dr
Siddiqui has not yet been sentenced and also has the right. to appeal
her conviction - So the US legal process is not yet concluded;" the
us ambaseador_sald.dur;ng_a meeting with: Foreign Affairs Secretargs
‘Salman Bashir." ' ’

News Story: US Seeks FO Help In Repatriation Of '300 Pakistanis' -

UNCLASSIFIED

CLASSIFIED

StateDept0345



NCLASSIFIED

"American Ambassador Anne Patterson has .sought. the help of Foreign

"Dawn, " "'I'he News," "Daily 'Times‘, " (06/01)

Office for expeditious repatriation of 300 détainees,: believed t be

Pakistanis, facing deportation from the United States. At ‘a meeting:

with Foreign Secretary ‘Salman Bashlr on Monday, Ambassadot: Patterson“

asked Islamabad to immediately provide traveél documents to the
Pakistanis: so that they could be repatriated.”

News Story: US Seeks More Information About Travelers = "Dawn," "The:

News," "Daily Times," (06/01)

"The Obama admlnlstratlon is increasing pressure on Pakistan to
provide the Unlted States with much. broader airline passenger

1nformatlon, a criicial tool that American investigators use to ‘tirack:

terrorist travel patterns, but a step- that Pakistan has resisted,:
the New York Times reported on Monday."

News Story: Correction For The Record: U.S. Aircraft - "Express:"
"Nawa-e-Waqgt," "Islam," (06/01) '

"Two dally national newspapers publlshed articles today claiming
that U.S. aircraft violated Pakistan's di¥space on Sunday near:.
Landlkotal Tehsil in the Khyber Agency. "This ‘Accusation is: entlrely
false. No U.S. aircraft flew over the Khyber Agency as alleged in;
the articles.?

News Story: Nonimmigrant: Visa ‘Application. Fees to Increase June: 4 .=
"Nawa-e-Waqgt ! "Ausaf,” "Islam," "Mashriq," "Jinnah," "Pakistan;"
(06/01)

"On June 4, 2010, all U.S. Consula¥ Sections worldwide will
introduce new aplllcatlon fees for nonlmmlgrant wvisas. For most-
visas., 1ncludlng those for temporary visitors: and students;, the
application fee will increase from $131 to $140."

s Facebook Ban - "Dawn," "The News," "Daly

News Story: 5 races
) (OG/OlY

Times 6"

"A judge of  the Lahore High Court allowed on Monday conditional
access to Facebook, a social networking website, with a. strict

warning against, any future act of blasphemy: & 12-day-old ban on the:
website was lifted after the Ministry: of Informatlon Technology gave:

an assurance that no blasphemous material would be. zllowed to: be’
shown on it.™

News Story: Al-Qaeda Leadership In Pakistan: Mullen - "The News"
(05/31) ' ‘

"Admiral Mike Mullen, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said on
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Sunday he is .more focused on Pakistani cooperatlon to contain the-
Taliban insurgency in Afghanistan than weighing mllltary sction

against militant targets in. that country in retaliation for a terror»
attack in the US emanatlng from there: Mullen; appearing on Fox News
Sunday program, said he was pleased with the increase in - Paklstanl
military success -against militants along_the,Afghan ‘bordek.™

News Story Us Mulls Unllateral Pakistan Strlkes, uUs Mllltary
officials: Say Strlke Will Only Be Considered Under Extreme
Circumstances: - "Daily Times" (05/30)

"US military jplanners are looking at options for a unilateral strike
in Pakistan, if a isuccessful attack: on US soil is traced to the
Tribal Are&as., The Washington Post reported late on Friday.US
retaliation would be contemplated only under extreme circumstances;
unnamed senior military officials told the Post. S

News Story: U.S. Condemns Terrorist Attacks in Lahore - "The News;"
"Business Recorder," "Jang," "Express," "Nawa-e-Waqt," (05/29)

“The U.S. Embassy in Pakistan strongly condemns the terrorist
attacks today at .Gatki Shahu and Model Town, Lahoxe. U.S.
Ambassadot to Paklstan Anne W. Patterson said 'cowardly .assaults oh-
people at prayer are attacks against people of all faithst A

TERRORISM/MILITARY. ISSUES

News Story:vdbama, Netanyahu Meéeting Cancelled After Israeli Attack,

"Isxraeli Prime Mlnlster Benjamin Netanyahu on. Monday cancelled his.
meeting w1th US President Barack Obama ‘and rushed: back home from-
Canada to deal w1th the: aftermath of an Israell mllltary act T
killed upr t6 19 1nternatlonal ald workers.. Also on. Monday, P
Obama expressed. "deep . ‘regret" over the loss of life in. the: attack
the aid ships."

News Storys NatipnwnenouﬁCes Israeli Barbarsim,On Relief Workers -
"The News" (06/01)

"Entire Pakistani nation on Monday stood together against. use of
force by Israell army ‘against *Freedom Flotilla' the humanltarl e o
mission launched.to deliver aid to Palestlnlan in. Gaza. in which. 20i
people have  lost their prescious. life.

News ‘Story: At Least Nine Activists Killed: Israeli Commandos ‘Storm:
Aid Fleet -~ "Dawn" (06/01)

"Israeli navy‘commandos stormed a Gaza-bound aid flotilla cn,qua;z;
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killing -at least nine pro-Palestinian activists in a pre- -dawn, raid
that sparked global outrage and plunged. the Jersh ;state: 1nto a
diplomatic crisis. The bloody ending to the high-profile aid mission;
plunged the Jewish state's already troubled relations with Turkey

into crisis, with Foréign Minister Ahmet': Davutoglu saying that UNCLASSIFIED

Israel had lost all international legitimacy.

News Story: US 'Regrets' Deaths In Israeli Raid On Aid Flotilla =
"Daily Times" (06/01) :

"The US'”deeply.regrets”rthe,loss~of'life~during‘an Israeli raid ion
an aid convey to the Gaza Strip and is looking into the details .of
‘the incident, the White House said on Monday. "Thé United States
deeply regrets the loss of llfe and 1njurles sustalned and is

tragedy," Whlte House spokesman Blll Burton sald 1n a statement

News Story;'Taseer‘Wants-Stern-Action‘hgainst"BannedvOutfits~~
"Daily Times" (06/01)

"Punjab Governor Salmaan Taseer said that the Punjab government must

ensure Zzero: tolerance towards banned: rellglous outfits, suggestlng
that leniency would embolden them."

News Story:‘DiplomatidiEffortS‘ForwRédovery‘Oprakistanis Lalinched. =

"Daily Times" (06/01)

"Pakistan on Monday asked for the US government's immediate
intervention in the matter regardlng thé: recovery -of Pakistani
nationals who wére aboard Freedom Flot11la. Forelgn Mlnlster Shah:
Mahmood Qureshl told reporters ‘that he had telephoned US specmal
representatlve Rlchard Holbrooke :on. the issue of recovery of: Talat
Hussain, executive director of a prlvate TV- channel.:

News Stoxy: Israel In Eye Of Storm Over. Siege - "The Nation”
(067/01) ‘

"Israel's allies froze: military ties and summoned its ambassadors
Monday over the stormlng of an aid flotllla bound for Gaza, as
Mislim leaders slammed the deadly raid ‘as "crlmlnal" and '1nhuman“,
UN Secretary—General Ban Ki-moon said he: was "shocked" by the
Israeli navy s assault: on. a convoy carrylng hundreds: of
pro-Palestinian activists;, lawmakers and 3 urnallsts through:
international waters towards be51eged Gaza., ™

News Story: Israel Faces Worldwide Condemnation - "Dawn" (06/01)

"Israel faced a wave of global outrage over the storming of
Gaza-bound aid ships on Monday, as key ally Turkey froze military
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ties, Muslim leaders demanded UN action and protests erupted in .many
countries. UN chief Ban Ki-moon said he was "shocked" by the naval
assault on a ‘convoy carrying hundreds of pro- «Palestinian activists:
through international waters, while capltals across Europe. summoned:
Israel's ambassadors."

News Story: Zardari Earns Friend Reprieve From Agencies = "Dawhr
(06/01)

"Personal intervention of President. Asif Al Zardari led ‘to ‘the
return of his close Eriend and prominent businessman Riaz Laljee,
who was allegedly picked up by intelligence operatives early on
Sunday mornlng soon after his return from: Dubai, it has been
reliably learnt."

News Story: Terrorists: Sent To Target PM House - "The Nation®
{06/01)

"Three high-profile terrorists have reportedly been sent from ‘the
tribal areas to target the Prime Ministeér's Holise situated in the
Federal Capltal pollce sources said. Accordlng to reliable sources;
Punjab-based intelligence agencies 1nformed ‘the Islamabad Capltal
Territory Police ‘that three: hlgh—proflle terrorlsts .could. target the
Prime Ministér Houseé by carrying sulclde attacks.

News Story: Security Issues Discussed- "Dawn" (06/01)
"Chief of the A¥my Staff General Ashfaq Parvez ‘Kayani called ion
Prime Minister Yousuf Raza Gilani here on Monday and exchanged views

with him on security . situation din the country U

News Story:‘42tKilled;In Orakzai.Air Attacks~ "Dawh" (DG%Dl}

fkllled and: 18 others injured in
strikes -on suspected p051tlons 3n Orak: ai . Mbnday Of iq S
military planes and. hélicopters targeted Seven places in ‘Ghe ju,
Toorkani ‘and Matozai ‘dréds of Dabori.”

POLITICATL ISSUES

News Story: US. Seeks To Balance: India's: Role In Afghanistan= "Dally
Times" {06/8L)

"The Obama. adm.nlstratﬂon is grappllng ‘with how to balance Indi

role in Afghanistan ‘a8 it thinks Pakistan also jostles for 1nfluence
there ahead of Washlngton s planned troop withdrawal to start in
mid-2011. US strategy Ain Afghanlstan is: 'set to be 1ncluded on: the
agenda in the US-India talks this week in Washington - Wlth Delh1
seeking clarlty ovexr rlval Pakistann's role partlcularly in
reconciliation plans with the Taliban.
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News Story: Pakistani Law Fuels Hatred Of Ahmadis, Says UN -
"Dawn" (06/01)
nOofficial discrimination in: Pakistan agalnst ‘the ‘Ahmadi sect fuels o
hatred of ‘the community and prompts violent attacks against them,
according Eo. t 'UN. human. rlghts 1nvest1gators In a- statemen -
issued by the Un; ed Nations in. Geneva on Monday follow1ng dea v
bombings last Frlday of two Ahmadi worshlp places in Lahliore, the
three szid the authorities had failed to head off thé attidcks
despite many signs that they were coming:

ECONOMY /ENVIRONMENT
News Story: VAT Being Opposed By The Rich: PM's Adviser - "Dawn®
(06/01)

"The Adviser to: Prime Minister on Finance, Dxr Abdul Hafeez Sheikh,
claimed herée on: Monday that those who possessed wealth and did. not
want to be brought dinto the tax net were the main opponents of Value
Added Tax (VAT), which was likely to be imposed from July 1.

News Story: Petroleum Prices Reduced - "Dawn" (06/01)

"The 0il and.Gias Regulatory Authority reduced on: Monday the: prlces
of petroleum products by up to 8 per cent for thHe month of June.,
following a decllne in crude rates in Gulf markets.™

News Story: Pakistan, India Close Tol Deal On. 2 Power Projects-
"Daily Times" (06/01)

"India and Paklstan are close to an: agreement on two power, progects;
coming up, din Indlan—held Kashmlr, Whlch ave ‘been: a major ‘bone of
contentich between ithe two countries. oveér- the. past two. years.
Confirming: that: d .consensus had evolved -on the 250 megawatts Vri~IT
power progect on Jehlum Rlver, Pakistan . Indus: Commlss1oner Jamaat
2li Shah told Dally Times that ‘the issue was: dealt with in: the
'gpirit of cooperation and as a gesture of goodwill!'.™

News Story: Water Level In Hunza Lake Reaches 370 Feet - "The
Nation" (06/01)

"Assistant’ Commissioner Hunza said wate® level in Attz@abad lake Has!
reached to 370 feet Whlle, the outflow from the splllway was
recorded asg 400 cusecs . Accordlng to. detalls, A551stant Commissionex:
Hunza Zamir Abbas brushed aside the p0551b111ty of lake burst .and
said water outflow is 70 cusecs per second. He said that water flow
is at speed of 200 cusecs from base of the lake. He said that
helicopters are monltorlng the whole situation.”

EDITORIALS/OPINIONS
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Editorial: Under A Dark Flag an editorial in the: popullst th
sensatlonaﬂ natlonal Engllsh dally "The News" (ecir. 55 000.) (06

"This monstrous outrage has caught the world's' attention and. once
again put the spotllght on the act1v1t1es of ‘a state that has been @
law unto itself for most of its life... Thls Anhuman use of force in.
international waters on' a flotilla made up of three cargo ships: and
three elderly ‘passenger ferries is well-deserving of the

condemnatior Qf it dellvered by Forelgn M_nlster Qureshl.vwe hope

}f Paklstanl ‘origin find thelr way safely home ‘and we:
also hope‘_hat dione: of ‘them are aniong the dead and. 1njured Toda
the civilized world stands aghast at what Israel have done; and. wel
add omnr voice -to the condemnation of. what many will understand as
state terrorism."

Editorial: Dépraved, Brutal, Tllegal , an editorial in the
center-right national English daily "The Natlon" {cir. 20,000)
(06/01)

"The brutal attack on the six-ship flotilla, carrying 10,000 tons OF
humanitarian aid and 600 passengers, for the Palestlnlan Gazans who
have been be51eged for the past three years; iis just ‘one ‘more
instance of: Israel's rank depravmty that, nevertheless., would hardlY'
have surprised :anyone in the. dnternationsl community. Much before ’
the Jewish state was thrust upon the Paleéstinians -and usurped tl
land, the forerunners of the waves of settlers acted . :
hordes, kllllng and plunderlng, destroylng and. exproprla_ }
lands and.: propertles;of loecal inhabitants. And: since the state
machinery -at: TelgA r-assumed the: executionet!s role -and poweirfiul
political foreces in the world carry a. dead. cop501ence that ‘tradition
of open acts of: 1nhuman1ty has flourlshed

Editorial: Rein:Israel In; an editorial mote in the Tahore-based
center-right populist Urdu daily "Khabraln"_(clr -50,, 000) (06/01),

"According ‘to reports, Israel has attacked. the, Freedom Flotilla
taking aSSlStanCe for Palestinians in: Gaza strlp, killing 20 peo le,
and taking the ‘rest hostage..; The gquestion ls. can the U.g y

is at ‘war. agalnst terrorlsm, not. see -this: terrorlsm by Israel= e,
Obama and Hlllary clinton closed Lhelr eyes . to Isgraeli deeds? Can't
they see the atrocities: taking place ‘Fdgainst the Palestinians? IE
the U.S. has permﬂtted Israel to engage in terrorlsm, it should. not
have any objection to Al Qaeda and the Tallban as it is in reac _
to the Israeli and ‘American terrorist acts that the Tallban and«wl
Qaeda are responding.™

Editorials:. Murder Most: Foul an. edltorlal—note in the:
Karachl—based center—1eft 1ndependcnt natlonal Engllsh daily "Dawn
(cir. 55,000} (06/01L)
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"Given the nonchalance with which the Israeli mllltary sheds:
civilian blood regularly as a matter of policy, one shouldn't- be:
shocked by the grim drama that rocked the shlps carrying a1d~and
relief workers to:. the Gaza Strip on Monday morning Israell
boarded the: wvessels and killed a number of' sengers, even

1 _uﬂ_d nothlng but rellef goods Whlle Turkey
condemned - the cdld-blooded. murder: on board and said Israel would
have to 'endure the consequences' of this crime, all an Israeli
minister could do was to utter regrets. The angry reaction by Greta
Bexrlin, spokeswoman for the Free Gaza Movement, which had organlsed
the aid flotilla, was telling: 'Do they think because they ‘cahn
attack Palestinians indiscriminately, they can‘attack anyon '
Israel can attack anyone = and get away-w1th it. It has murderef
several UN peacekeepers, western aid wok ers :and journallsts, and:
American Studernt Rachel .Corrie died ‘when* an Israeli bulldozer
flattened her. The .crime’ has- 1argely ‘femained unknown to the:
American public. . : ;. Save condemnatlons from around the world
one can' reasonably be sure Israel will face no. material consequences’
for this brutality .on the seas"

&l ou?sh

Editorial: Israeli Attack On Kid Caravan For Gaza. Hostages;
editorial 1n the popular rlghtlst Urd,nlanguage daily "Ausaf"
10, 000) (06/01)

"We don't know how ‘the 1nternatlonal communlty would treat Israel
after the attack on an ald ‘caravan Wh1Ch was carrylng the most and
much-needed amenities of life for: the: hapless Palestinians held
hostage in ‘the :Gaza Strip. We don't expect anythlng good from the
rulers of the Musllm countrles, but we: do appeal the people_of these

We urge the-Musllm rulers to strongly protest agalnst thls naked:
aggression and boycott Israel.™

Editorial: TIsraell Action In. Gaza, And U.S. Plan To Attack
Pakistan: I8 It Still Not Time For The. Unmah To Awaken?, anm.
editorial in. the second-largest, nationalistWUrdu daily
"Nawa- 1~Waqt" (cir. 150,000) (06/01)

"In violation .of intérnational laws Istael attacked vessel; Freedom
Flotilla,: taklng aid to Gaza as a result on which ‘at least 20 ‘peg
were kllled and. over: 50 were 1njured 33 Israell act of depr_ﬁ
Gazza of. the: ald and kllllng of those onboard ‘the vessel is not jusk
condemnable; it is rather a time for ‘the :formation: of an Islamic:
bloc. Incidentally, Turkey and. ‘Irdn are in favor of such an alliance
with Turkey belng the latest victim of the fresh Israel attack.l.w
Is not it posslble for the Pakistani Parllament to fulf111 the ami
of an Islamic bloc. . And if not then these atrocious anti—Mus i
forces are bent upon destroying ‘the Muslim: “Ummah', "

UNCLASSIFIED

StateDept0352



Editorial: The Strike Scenario, an editorial-note in the popullst
often sensational national English daily "The News" (cir. 55,0060):
(66/01)

"The pressure is on Islamabad again after just a few months of
relative respite. Pentagon officials have -been quoted as saying that
a unilateral strike on Pakistan could be considered if a texrorist
attack on US Soll is linked back to it. . . . recent comments from
Washington. ifdicate that terrorism remalns an issue that continues!
to dominate thinking. Islamabad needs to engage in some sericis.
thinking on the issue. It ‘must deétermine what it can do to remove
from its terrltory ‘the bases that promote terror. There is’' no
denying the: fact that these exist. Militants captured in Lahore
following ‘the attack on Ahmedi places of worship have again pointed
fingers in: the direction of North Waziristan as the place where they:
were trained. Centres exist too in other places. We need to ensure;
that the US never considers the action it has threatened by
targeting them ourselves. More than anything else, it is: .such iaction
that would send out the clearest 51gna1 to people everywhere of
Pakistan’s: determlnatlon to protect its own sovereignty. This 4s
somethlng ‘we ‘need to lay out before Washlngton as well as .our own
people. Thieats are not acceptable. But to stop them we must
demonstrate- that we are ourselves capable. of: taking on militants -and.
that we possess both the means: and the fortitude to do so for the
sake of the citizensg of our own country who have fallen in their
thousands to terrorlsts.

Edltorlal* Potentlal Threats To Paklstan s Securlty,,an edi oriaiq
in the Karach1~based pro-Taliban Jihadi Urdu daily "Islam" (cix.,.
15,000) (06/01)

"The announcement of U.S. Pre51dent Barack Obama has validated our;
concerns regardlng the threats to Paklstan s 'security. In this;
scenario, it 1is hlgh time for all polltlcal and religiocus parties
and the national institutions to join hands to ensure the protectlon
of the country. It seems that the Pak-U.S:. relations have eI ‘ ;:
very critical phase therefore our natlonal leadershlp needs to adopt
a very priudent and far-sighted approach to tackle this situation.”

Editorial: Punjab's Militants an editorial in the Karach1~based
center-left independent national English. dally "Dawn" (cir. 55 000)
(06/01)

"The attacks on Lahore's Ahmadi community constitute further proof:
that the c1ty is firmly in the crosshairs of extremists who- find no
act of murder or mayhem too foul Wlth every fresh attack 1tx_ecomes

1tself An 1ncreaslng body of ev1dence p01nts to the fact that
proscribed organizations including the Lashkar-i- Jhangv1
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Sipah-i-Sahaba and Lashkar-i-Taiba continue to operate out of
southern Punjab What's more, they are swelling their ranks with
members of other militant groups who are on the run from areas .guch
as Swat and Waziristan. . . . Emergency response plans, and,

intell 1gence-gather1ng and sharing networks must be created 1n IJNCLASSIFIED

anticipation of coordinated law enforcement action. The: state musk
move agalnst soithern Punjab's terrorist cells before: the situation:
worsens further." ‘

Editorial: Roots Of Terrorism, an editorial 'in the center-right
national English daily "The Nation™ (cir. 20,000) (06701}

"Interior Minister Rehman Malik, on his visit to Lahore on Sunday,
referred to the roots of the Punjabl Tallban as lylng in Balochistan.
and FATA. He failed to ‘connect the situation idn Balochistan. with
that in FATA: but .clearly to sorme exXtent: one ‘common trait is theé
marglnallza ‘on of ithe people in both these areas: by the sta'eyo
the decades. It is: unfortunate that the govermment. is: totally una
or unwilling to see. the writing on ‘the wall regarding the growth of
terrorism and extremism in Pakistan. Had they been less blinded by
US lures, they would realize that one of the major causes of

post-9/11 terrorism in Pakistan has been the US policies in this

region - which are increasingly revealing their anti-Muslim
character."
Editorial: Terror;jts In Soutthunjabw'an‘editorial in the leadi

mass circulation popullst often sensational Urdu: daily "Jang" (ci
300,000) (06/01)

"It seems. that the terrorlst attacks have become the most. powerful.
tool for the anti- -Pakistan forces to destabilize our country. The
deadly incidénts of Lahore provideé a clear evidence that this
monster has managed to :spread its tentacles to South Punjab ‘The
intelligence agen les' reports also show that the terrorlst o
have estabjlshed t_m‘r foothold in - this :aréa. We ‘think: that the time
has comeé Fof our riling elites to address the troot causes of
terrorism ‘and take dnmediate and effectlve steps. to arrest the rapid.
growth of thlS menace. . ."

Editorial: Terrorism In Punjab, an’ editorial in. the Peshawar-based:
Urdu-language daily "Mashriq" (cir. 55,000) (06701}

"The recent. statement by Interior Mlnlster, Reliman Malik, that the
Tehreek 1~Ta11ban Paklstan (TTP) is: 1nvolved 1n the Frlday s

ev1dence whlch can be presented in a court of law to 1ncr1m1nate
this organization. We  think that it would be too early to hold the
TTP responsible: for the Lahore terrorist attacks unless and until 4t
is proven gullty of this crime. We are no sympathizers of this
organization, but any allegation without concrete evidence would
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provide the Americans a justification to raise :a finger agalnst
Pakistan o¥ take some action on their own."

Editorial: THe Térm Punjabi Taliban, And Intention To Launch
Operation, an edltorlal in the Urdu daily "Wagt" (circ. 5000)
(06/01)

"Our entire country is engulfed in terrorism, and the U.S. is

talking about a unilateral strike. U.S. Admiral’Mike Mullen's
statement: alsb-conf rims this U.S. plan. He ‘has sald that the Al

4d i ‘présent in Pakistan, anc ' =han
action 1n _aklstan he is looking towards: cooperatlon from Islam, 1.
This latest statement by Admiral Mullen 1s symbollc of U.S. double
standards, a U.S. norm for several years.

Editorial: A Report Publlshed In Tbe U.S. Media, an edltorlal in
the Lahore-based 1ndependent Urdn daﬂly "Din" (circ. 5000) (06/01)

"The U.S8. intentions disclosed .in the Washlngton Post will not
eventually produce: positive results for Pakistan... The Pakistan
government should prepare to hold a direct .dialogue w1th the U.S.
officials to ‘avoid a major [U.S] offensmve, and try €o inform the
Obama admlnlstratlon what our prlorltles are: as a sovereign
1ndependent country, and how far we can go to defend ourselves.

Editorial: 'Military Operation In North Waziristan, And The U. S., @n
editorial: in the center—rlght Uzrdu dally tPakistan" (cir: 10; 000)
(06/01)

"B press réport: quotlng dlplomatlc sources has said that in
principal Pakistan has decided to take .dction agalnst ‘those .0of the:
militants' hideouts in North Waz1rlstan and other areas which will.
be allude ‘to by the Americans.... It is belleved that whether.“'
operation din. is North Waziristan or any .other location. the. pu
reaction agalnst it will be severe. The question of the country g
sovereignty and national honor will push the: issue of terrorism. in:
the background In view of the fact it 1s imperative for Pa“,Q@g;
not to alleéw Americans attack on North Waziristan and, other
areas.... Americd and its western allieés should prov1de fundlng b Koba
development: in the tribal areas. This is the effective way for
ending extremism in the region."

Editorial: U.S. Should Think Before Operation In Pakistan, an
editorial in the Lahotre-based center-right populist Urdu daily
"Khabrain" (cir. 50,000) (06/01)

"According to U.S. media reports, the U.S. ‘has conducted a dry
for a ground assault on Pakistan in case another incident like the:
Times Square were to happen... The fact is that the U.S. is finding
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excuses to.prolong its stay in Afghanlstan. Even Amerlcan analystsl
have admitted that the U.S. is not w:.thdraw:.ng from Afghanistan 'due
to its inteérests there, as it is only: through this :country that it
can monrto' the ‘Middle East, Central Asia and China. The U.S: should
really think hard before 1nterfer1ng in Pak stan because this: ac
could have dangerousiconsequences, The Paklstanl nation w1ll not
toleraté the killing of their compatriots.”

UNCLASSIFIED

Editorial: A United Fight, an editorial in the Iiahore-based liberal
English lahguage daily "Daily Tlmes (cirwjloﬁOOO) {06/01) »

v . . It is lmperatlve ‘that. the: government 1ntell1gence servicesg
and mllltary establlshment all stop assuming that some ‘parts of the
country are' safe from terrorism ds we are .now caught An a :
countrywide &11 Sut 'war against the: militants. If the terrorists can
find the will to collaborate for their long—term goals, we: must come
together to share resources, intelligence. and logistical support to
eliminate the threat they pose. . ."

Opinion: Terrorism & The Economy , an op- -ed by Shahid Javed Burki in
the Karachi-based center-left 1ndependent national ‘English: dally
"Dawn" (c¢ir. 55,000) (06/01)

"The latest 1nc1dent of attempted terrorism in the ‘United States
which has: llnks with Paklstan has admlnrstered another blow to oux
economy .. The reference: here of .course is to t e;attempt by Falsal
Shahzad; a 30-year-old Amieric¢an citizen of ‘Pakistani origin, who
aLtempted £o detonate a bomb in Manhattan's: Times: Square. P
Pakistan's counter-terrorism strategy, whrch has been extensively
praised by Amerlcan generals, is noy coming: apart. at the Seams; all
because of Noirth Wa21rlstan What is: he connectlon bet, en: t
perceptlon that: Paklstan has become. the ‘centre -ofiinte. ,
terrorism and the country s economie recovery° ‘The - most 1mportant
link ‘is wvia, Pakistan's dependence on.: nal capltal flows for lts
economic survival. Of the many types. iof f”owsyPaklstan depends OR,
at least three would be seriously affected by the gdgrowing
apprehension that most acts of texrorism." '

Opinion: The Loomlng Twin Offensives, an: op-= ed by Rahlmullah '
Yusufzai in: the: popullst often sensational mational Engllshfdally

"The News!" (cir. 55,000) (06/01)
"The US military commanders would prefer coordlnated offens;ves by
the Nato forces and Pakistani army -on:both sides ‘of the Durand ILine

around the same time, in a bid to squeeze the militants out and stop
their cross=-border infiltration and escape. . - LM

Opinion: The Tide Of Bigotry, an op- ed- by Zafar - -Hilaly in the
populist, often sensatlonal national Engllsh daily’ "The News!™ (cir.
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55,000) (06/01) UNCLASSFIED

"After the carnage of Lahore and the threat 'of the. Taliban to wvisit.
similar destruction on the other minorities ‘in Paklstan, ‘including
the 25 pex cent of: the populatlon who are Shlas, unease, nay fear,
is rife. Rumours corroborated by forelgn sources reveal that the
populatlon of. Hindus in Pakistan has decllned not. because: they have
stumbled “ipon ‘some: magic birth- -conttol potion, but because: they (=3
fleeing the countzry: Similarly, Christians rare terrlfled that
bigot. or the other mlght report: them*for,blasphemy, a, charge vE
the police: are reluctant to rebut and magistrates terrified to:
dismiss. The nagging Ffeeling that the govérnment has .already lost
the battle agalnst extremism: has: now acquired the force of .
conviction:. : . . With :the government unable to protect them; ‘the
minorities have: two options: either to bow to. the inevitable and
accept their fate ‘while power inexorably flows inté ‘the hands of
overt or closet fundos; or to protect themsgelves. by any- mieans: that:
they can. And thls can have: dangerous consequences There is, i P
time for the federatlon not. only to act and stop the rising" tldefof
bigotky, ‘but. alsc ‘to reverse ie."

(211 circulation figures are based on estimation)
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SENSITIVE
SIPDIS

E.O. 12858: N/A

TAGS: AEMR, ASEC, CASC, KFLO, MARR, PREL, PINR,
AMGT, IS, GZ .
SUBJECT: MGGZ01: GAZA FLOTILLA MONITORING GROUP
SITUATION REPORT NO. 2

STATUS OF AMERICAN CITIZENS

e o e e e Vo bt e o S et it e

1. (SBU) Embassy Tel Aviv has not yet made contact with any of
the AmCits, though the MFA should prov1de ‘consular access the
morning of Junée 1.

2. (SBU) Only half of the passengers on the: MAVI MARMARA were.
identified and some names vwere provided to the MFA.

3. (SBU) A formcr U S ambassador -aboatrd one of the ships
seized is reportedly flne and on his way home, likely to arrive
in NYC on June 1, his w1fe said. Edward Peck, 81, of Chevy
Chase, Md., was a_former 'U.S. ambassador to'Wburitanla.
(MGGZ01l/Embassy Tél Aviv e-mail)

UN SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION UPDATE

e v o " - "o — s, 2 o o B S et S o o

4. (SBU) USUN reports: that a draft text is c1rculat1ng amongst
a small group - Lebanon, Turkey, and United Statés - but it was
leaked by Turkey or Lebanon to the Israelis -and Palestinians,
complicating negotlatlons Turkey wvants: a Pre51dent1a1
Statement. USUN seeks to negotlate the: 1anguage in the text and
SC consultationg remain. suspended. (MGGZOl/USUN e—mall)

U.S. STATEMENT: TO UNSC:

v - oo - w1 e n 2 s o S b e e St

5. (SBU) Deputy PermRep Wolff addressed an emergency session of
the UNSC stating that the United States is "deeply disturbed by’
the recent violence and regrets the traglc loss of life and

injuries suffered dmong; those 1nvolved. Wolff noted that twe:
are working to ascértain the facts" and that ‘the: United States.
expects a Ycredible and transparent: 1nvest1gatlon. Wolff

relterated the. Unlted States is concerned about the situation in
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Gaza and we continue to engage w1th Israel to address the full
range of humanltarlan and recovery neéeds and this situation
underscores need to move ahead with negotiations that can lead
to a comprehensive peace in the region. (MGGZ01/USUN e-mail)

OUARTET STATEME:NT ' UNCLA

6. (SBUY) Follow1ng a. Quartet envoys' conference call and )
interagency concurrence, :a draft statement was circulated for
review. The Quartet plans  to ‘issue. the statement after a second
envoys' -call scheduTed for 0900 EDT June 1. The draft statement
mirrors Deputy: PermRep Wolrf's earlier comments before the UNSC
and also notes that the only viable: solutlon to- the conflict’ is
negotiations’ between the ‘parties toward: realization of the two=
state solution. (MGGZ01/SEMED e-mail)

LINK TO PEACE EFFORTS

7. {SBU) NEA ambassadors will deliver demarches to host
governments:, asklng that the Arab League,meetlngs scheduled thﬂs
week to discuss the Gaza flotilla' mot reésult: in ‘the withdrawal
of Arab support for proximity talks: (MGGZOl/SENIE‘.'D e-mail)

8. (U) Additional updates are available thrOugh our
Intellipedia portal on the  unclassified system -at:
http://www.intelink: gov/wiki/Portal:Gaza ! Flotilla 2010.
9. (U) Minimize considered.

CLINTON
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SENSITIVE
SIPDIS
STATE FOR TASKFORCE MGGZ01l, NEA/ARP (CSULLIVAN) , AND NEA/PPD

E.O0. 12958: N/A
TAGS: PREL, KMDR, KPAO, AE .
SUBJECT: "Freedom Flotilla™ Lights Up Headlines in: UAE

1. (SBU) SUMMARY:
Sheikh Khalifa an
against: the UFree
sailing for Gaza. ‘I‘hese statements reflect :Ln part very =
public sentiment regard:Lng Israell actions. and are: des:.gned

1 :s',t' tements, U_AE Pres::.dent

ahead of that opinion. Street protests, however, are unlikely.
Articles and edltorlals covered official :and unofficial respohses
to Israel's seizure: of the vessels, all condemnlng Israel's: actlons
in extremely harsh terms. The USG has: not come in for dlrect
criticism, but Engllsh and. Axabic dailies. expressed disappointment
at the USG's role in "softenlng" language used 1n a recent’UN

2. (U} UAE Pregident She:.kh ‘Khalifa stressed the need for =

collective response to the Israeli offensive: and the need to ‘make
the issue a top: pr:.or:.tv among - GCC states "UAE condemns Freedom
Flotllla attack n read the headl:.ne pu.bllshed by WAM the offlc:.al

UNITED STATES DEI"" :RTI\(Z_[IJNT OF STATE.
REVIEW.AUTHORT’ ARCHIEM BOLSTER

DATE/CASE 1: 0
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"unprovoked response" to a peaceful humanitarian mission. In a
quasi- of£1c1al endorsement, WAM summarized a. Gulf News editorial in.
which the Istraeli offensive was c¢alled "a terrorist attack." The
opinion piece  stated, "Again the international community fails the:

chlldren of Gaza and those who support peace and justice around t‘e
world.

3. {(SBU) Desplte the focus in public, Embassy coéntacts have
remained silent on the incident. UAE Minister of Trade, Sheikha

Lubna al Qasimi, arrlved at Bethlehem onh June 1 to attend a two-day®

conference and has also remained silent on the flotilla 1nc1dent

4. (U) Gulf News, which had a reporter on-board the lead vessel of!
the f£lotilla:, has publlshed more than 40 articles in the last, 48
hours related to the Israeli actions against the’ flotllla.JAh;-
editorial.stated that the President of the United. States shodld
take "urgent actlon against Israel for its desplcable act." A
screaming front-page headline on June 1 read, "Freedom Attacked. "
The article referred to the Israeli offen51ve as "the Mediterranean
_ massacre"” and stated that Israeli forces fired on civilians "armed
only with baby milk and packs of antibiotics." The article compares
the capture of the flotilla to "other Israeli massacres,” and 1li
incidents in ‘Lebanon -and Gaza. Below a half-page photo of: the lead.
vessel of"he flotllla, the captlon read, “Israell commandos’ [. N
fired indiscri ately at passengers. " Al Bayan, an. Arablc .
newspaper; publlshed an editorial stating, "The Jew1sh state [is]
the world record holder in bloody arrogance and piracy.

5. {(U) In English language and Arablc newspapers, columnists :and
cartoonists condemned Israel's "massacre! aboard vessels in the
flotilla. The National, an Abu Dhabi-based ‘English language dally,

wrote in an edltorlal that Israel s treatment of Palestlnlansiought~

increasing *Engllsh language newspapser Khaleej Times declared in jan.
opinion piece; "The nunber of shipboard ‘casnalties indicates that!
once fighting: started the Israeli commandos. simply sprayed
automatic weapons fire into the people around them."

6. (UY Newspapers stressed that the Israeli offensive was carried
out in Internat1onal waters and that the USG ought to apply greater
pressure on the GOI. Several columnlsts expressed dlsappolntment‘;t
the USG's; role in softenlng the tone of the recent UNSC stateme
expres51ng regret at the loss of life aboard flotllla vessels!. :
one opinion piece, the author urged the international comunity to
condemn Israel for its actions and said that nations that failed to
act would, "in their silence and complicity, align themselves with
the Israelis who carried out the murderous predawn attack.! 2An
editor at' Arabic language daily Al Khaleey declared, "It is time
for the Arabs to realize that this U.S. administration is like its.
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predecessors that cannot abandon its ‘Zionist ally." UNCLAS SIFIED
7. (SBU) COMMENT. ‘The Emlratl leadershlp is no friend ‘of Hamas

Israeli actions, howeéver, have inflamed publ:Lc opinion. ‘and - as

with most governments in' ‘the region - the UAEG wants to be out in.

front. While it is unl:Lkely that pu.bl:.c outrage :|.n t'he UAE w:Lll

spill into- the streets, -the pu.bl:.c statements and mediz coverage!

are the st¥ongest. we have seen on I&rael since the 2008 Israsli
offensive in Gaza. ‘END COMMENT.

GREENE
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TAGS: OPRC, KMDR, IS

SUBJECT: ISRAEIL. MEDIA REACTION

1. Mideast-

>2. Iran.

All medii ¢ontinuded to lead -with the implications: .of the IDF raid of
the Mavi Ma¥mara passenger ship: The: medla ‘Hhighlighted: President
Obama@Qs and Secretary of State Hlllary Cllntoan interest din an:
international probe of the lethal incident. HaQaretz rep ted that
yesterday Whlte House Press Secretary: Roébert Gibbs: began s
briefing:by € ng :sorrow at the death: of civilians. on Mondas
Gaza-bound £1 ‘ then concern over‘:he humanltarlan 51tuat oh‘”mg
Gaza, which he :said cannot continue. "We. are: open to ways to
assure credible: 1nvestlgatlon, 1nclud1ng lnternatlonal

participation;?! he ‘added. When he finished, he was deluged by
reporters: ask ng- whyathe U.S. had not: condemned Israel'’s ”dellberate
‘massacre’ of civilians ‘on the flotllla. "Nothlng can brlng thew;

back," he answered, r¢éiterating his ‘demand. for: a "credlble and
transparent! investigation. He decdlined to say whetheér the W.S. -
thought the: Israeli raid had violated 1nternatlonal law, ok’ whetheX
he thought sh1ps~bear1ng humanitarian: cargo should be allowed to
break the blockade on Gaza. HaQaretz quoted Gibbs: as saylng that
P.A. President Mahmoud Abbas will visit Washlngton on .June: 9 as:
planned and that PM Benjamin Netanyahu; who canceled his planned:
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visit yesterday, has an '"open invitation. One reporter asked
whether Israel had become a polltlcal burden on the U.S. Glbbs
responded that Israel is an important ally and American support: for
its security would not change. However, HaQaretz reported that
administration OfflClalS did not hide’ their frustratlon at this new,
obstacle on the road to direct Israeli- -Pilestinian talks.

The Jerusalem Post and other media reported that last nlght Israel
rejected international calls to end its naval blockade of Gaza and
launch an andependentQ investigation into the. death of at; leas‘n
nine activists. The media reported that PM Netanyahu told a special.
meeting ©f ithe dlplomatlc security cabinet: QIt is 1mportant to.
understand that thls [blockade] is essentlal ‘to protect Israele
security and. its right to defend itself.Q Gaza is an

QIranian-sponsored ‘terrorist state,Q and as such it is wvitally
important to prevent the entry of weapons there, whether By air;
sea, or land, he said. He acknowledged that weapons are already
smuggled into Gaza through tunnels, but. said there was a vast
difference between the scope of that operation and the scale and.
guantity of weapons- that could be brought into Gaza by ship if. cargo
was allowed ‘to arrive unchecked. Israel Hayom and other ‘media
reported that the Cabinet was told. that the men who attacked IDF"
forces on boatrd the boats were well- equlpped al-Qaida méercenaries.
The: Jerusalem Post quoted top Israeli security. analyst Ely: Carmon as
saying yesterday that ‘the flotlllaOS aim was ‘to open a sea corr :
for Hamas. Carmon was guoted as saying that ‘the Turkish group IHH
was the Qreal forceQ behind the shlps Major media reported that
Israelis are: Odeeply depressedQ over the international respo
the operatlon. The media reported on anti- Israel demonstrations ln
the Arab: and Maslim worlds and in. the West.

Yediot quoted a senioxr Israeli member of ‘the. QseptetQ -of Cabinet:
ministers as saying that Netanyahu and DM Ehud Barak did not share
information about the operation with anyone. Other media cited
similar reports.

A Maariv/teleseker poll found that 47 percent of Israelis support
the establlshment of a .commigsion of 1nvest1gatlon 1nto the.
governmenth Failiive; 61 percent believe that Israel shoiild have;
stopped the boatg in. a different fashion.

The media reported that militants aboard the Tiurkish boat threw an
IDF officer overboard {or onto a lower deck) .

Media reported on IsraelQs deportation through Turkey ‘and Joxdan: of
activists arrested during the raid. The media reported that Israelw
detained Raed, Salah, the leader of the northern ‘branch of IsraelOs:
Islamic Movement, and three members of his group who toock part ATy
the flotilla. Israel Radio reported that Israel is conveying tor
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Gaza cargoes of humanitarian aid that: was on ‘the detained shlps.“
The media reports ‘that the Irish ship QRachel CorrieQ and p0551b1y
another véssél a¥e approaching Gaza.

The media quoted. Turkish PM Recep Tayylp Erdogan as saying that
Israel carried out a massacre, that this was TurkeyOs Q9/11Q, and
that Titrkey will be a strong, harsh enemy of ‘Israel, which Qshould
not try us.Q Media reported that yesterday at the U.N. Securlty
Council 1n‘New York, Turkish FM Ahmet Davutoglu accused Isxra l,of
"murder" and. demanded a strong condemnation of it "plratlcal"

behavior. Téading media reported that the Foreign Ministry: has.
ordered the  evacuation of the families of Israele diplomats from
Turkey. Israel Radio reported that the U.S. is attempting to tone. .
down the drisis between Israel and Turkey

The Jerusalem Post and .other media reported that yesterday P.A.
President Mahmoud Abbas rejected calls to suspend Oprozimity calls:
with Israel déspite the naval operation.’

Israel Hayom: and other media qguoted Mossad Director Meir Dagan:as.
_saying before the KnessetOs Foreign Affairs and. Defense Committee
that Israel has turned :from an asset: ko the U.S. ‘té a burden.
Speaking on Israel Radio this morning, Kadima Knesset Member and.
Chalrman of: the Commlttee rI"zach:. Hanegbl sa1d that Dagan had been
p051tlons in. the U S The Jerusalem Post qnoted Dagan as saylng in
testimony to. the: commlttee that Turkey seeks to regaln oddminance.
by Qgoing down Islamic hall.

The Jerusalem Post reported that members of the U.N. Human Rights
Council are. calling for a QGoldstone-like" inquiry into the Israeli.
military operation.

The media reported that two Palestinians were killed as the IDF: was:
preventing an infiltration into Israel from Gaza. Three
Palestinians were killed in an IAF raid in Gaza. Two ‘Qassam. zock
were launched. into Israel.

Elliot Abkams, a seniox foreign policy official in. the Bush.
administration, was. quoted as saying. in an interview with Maariv
that President Obama should not have condéemned Israel over its naval
operation.

Israel Radio reported that Nicaraguan Presidént Daniel Ortega ‘has
suspended his countryQs diplomatic ties with Israel over the IDE:

raid in the: Medlterranean.

1. Mideast:
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I. OQThe Limits of Force

Prominent libéral duthor Amos 0z wrote on page one of the
1ndependent left 1ean1ng Ha'aretz (6/2) QHamas isnQt just a terror;
organization. Hamas is an idea -- 2 desperate, fanatical idea ‘t at
grew from the desperatlon of many Palestinians. Never has an idea
been defeated. by force: neither throiigh a si&ge, nox by a

bombardment; crushlng by tank chalns, or a naval commando In order
to beat an 1dea one must propose: another more: attractlve more:
acceptable ‘idea.... I do nét underestlmate the: importance of foxce.

Israel needs. force. We wouldnQt be able to survivé evern one day:
woe to those: who would desplse the. power of . force. But. we shoul o
forget for a moment‘that the power of power is only meant, to,prevent
-- the annihilation and conquest of Israel.... Any attempt to use
force for putposes other than self-defense ... will bring additional
disasters upon Israel, such as the one we planted on ourselves .in
the international waters, in the open sea, facing the Gaza coast.

II. QThe Fiasco Is Sinking In

Diplomaticxcor
page one'o. ‘Maar] : 2 Eh
THNS/Teleseker poll whlch was. conducted for Maarlv yesterday are. no
less than .a dramatic. shakeup. . The publlc largely placeS’the
respon51b111ty for the operatlon on Defense Mlnlster ‘Ehud Barak: and
hopes that the present leadership will be replaced Only 32 percent
say they prefer to ‘reiiain with the present. tr01ka, compared to 45
percent who. seek an alternative. T21p1 lenl 1s S0 far, the
ostensible alterna»' [popular journal“ ‘ L
Aviv Mayor] :
that they have not announced theix candldacy, and are 8o far only
candidates presented by the medla),-and [IDF iChief of Staff Lt
Gen.] Gabi Ashkenazi shows some impres ive numbers (although he is
not at all relevant in -the upcoming electlons and his inclusion din:
the pol1 does him a great disservice). ' In. one: sentence? The

maritime Gaza fiasco is -sinking in, and the public is demonstratlng
its disapproval, wanting to punish its elected officials, whereas
Ehud Barak, who one might have thought could 'go no lower, contlnues
to plummet.

respondent and telev151on anchor Ben Casplt wrot

III. QItQs Time for Real Disengagement
Diplomatic correspondent Aluf Benn wrokte in HaQaretz (6/2) : QThe:

Qflotilla affairQ@ offers a good opportunlty to. complete. the
disengagement from the Gaza Strip, five years after Israel withdrew.
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It's time to sever the last ties of the occupatiomn and leave UNCLASSIFIED

Hamastan to its own devices.... Those who. oppose Isxael's very
existenice will cofitinue to fight and persecute,lt even if Jerusalem
abandons the last shred of responsibility for Gaza. No
disengagement will persuade them to change:. But they are ‘not’ the
audience at. which Israeli policy is aimed: its target: atdience i
Western governments, from which it needs support and with whiich it
needs diplomatic and economic ties. - And these Western governments:
are telling it to end the ‘Blockade and free Gaza. Monday's deadly
operation against the aid f£lotilla has only strengthened these
demands. Hence this is Israel's opportunity. Instead of arguing
with the international community, it should tell it: you want Ga
Fine. Take: it.

IV. QIsraélQs No-Choice War

Senior columnist, veteran journalist, and television anchor Dan
Margalit wrote in the independernt Israel Hayom (6/2): QSome of the
worldQs democracies do not understand that the. Israeli commandoes
were on thie decks [6f the Free Gaza Flotllla] on a mission of
freedom. ... One: day Israel will hear thelr words of gratltude....
After this weest events there can ‘be’ no: doy N
will be stopp d on ‘the way. #All the bad shlps are,comlng. Thls new:
is Israele way: of ‘ho choice.

V. ONuclear Fiasco

Chief Economic Editor and senior columnlst Sever Plotker wrote in
the mass- clrculatlon, pluralist Yedlot Aharonot (6/2) OIn orde~
cover their harsh diplomatic fallure,,lsraele sorcalled dlplom
officials ‘are trylng to; turn a defeat. 1nto‘a v1ctory In fae
are proudly: repeatlng what a friend ironic ly told ‘mef 188
countrlesgp'_,: *ted States voted [at ghe U. N General
Assenbly] for an. antl ~Israeli resolutlon [on nuclear
nonprollferatlon] | great achievement £o¥ jan Isrdeli Government
headed by Benjamin Netanyahu Avigdor Lleberman, and EHud Barakt It
would be difficult ‘to avoid the 1mpre551on that the Israeldi
Government is behaV1ng as a Qbattered womanQ vis-a-vis Obamals.
America. Her entire body is beaten but it is forgiving, because: the:
beater lavisheés praises on her -- the’ only beloved one -~ and brings-
her presents to_prove ‘his love. Until the next beatlngs, of

course. ‘

VI. OBurden on the U.S.
Former Consul-General in New York Alon Pinkas wrote in Maariv (6/2):

QIf there is any diplomatic 51gn1f1cance to the Marmara story, it
lies in strengthening the Palestinian argument for finding an
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international solution to the conflict. The [U.N.] Security
Council, Turkey, and the U.S. are involved in a meanlngless
flotilla. The change in IsraelQs standing in: the eyes of forelgn
policy makers in Washlngton -- from a certaln asset on the way to ‘a.
certain burden -- is a known fact 2nd a clear trend. A year w1thout
a diplomatic process and incomprehensible squibbling with ‘the U.S:.
President have not improved the 1nt1macy between the
admlnlstratlons The same is tzue for the Prlme MlnlsterQs absence
from the nuclear conference convened by Obama. in: Wishington. And
now, IsraelOs ablllty——vln teris of PR and in. substantive te¥ms ==
to appear 28 if it is continuing to apply ‘pressure: on. the Iranlan
issue has dropped and ‘the admlnlstratloan incentive ‘to present a.
dlplomatlc plan. [for resolving the Israell-Palestlnlan conflict]
will inérease. It is not without reason that Obama was the one who:
preferred that Netanyahu not come to Washington this week.

CVII. QA Turning Point for Turkey

The conservat1Ve, 1ndependent Jerusalem Post, editorialized (6/2)
QRelations between Israel and Turkey are at a new low and Prime
Minister Recep Tayylp ‘Erdogan is doing & great deal to exacerbate
the situation. Ina speech to hHis countrst parllament Tuesday,

Erdogan called ‘the Mavi. Marmara conflict at sed a Qbloody massacre:
and warned Otoday is & turning point in hlstory Nothing will be
the same agaln 0 So far, the Turkish premler has refralned from
breaking off diplomatic ties with Israel. But with four Turklsh
citizens among those killed on the Turkish shﬂ' that was part»of theﬁ
QPeace FlotlllaQ totGaza, the future: oﬁ}fj , :
IsraelQs closest frlend in the Middle. East, .i ¢
elections slated for November 2011, Erdogan was rlght when he sald
that his country is at a turning point in history. - Turkey0s
leadership has: a choice. It can contlnue on ‘dts present path Qr;
however 1mprobably and belatedly, it can yet change direction. If
it chose to, Turkey could have a hlghly constructive role in- forglng'
a better Middle. East. As =2 successful Islamic democracy allgned
with the West it :could: be a powerfu1 force for reglonal P
uniquely valuable partner for the U.S. In the process., it woul
improving its ‘own global stature’ while helplng to stabilize: the.
worldQs most volatile reglon.

VII. QWe Must Lock Beyond this Episode
Columnist Yodv Sorek editorialized in the‘nationalist1 Orthodox.

Makor Rishon-Hatzofe (6/2) : QThe harsh inc¢ident on. the: deck. of the:
Marmara [Shlp] isnQt a successful IDF operatlon..,.vBut what was
done cannét. be undonée. This isnQt about ‘moral gullt -- quite the
contrary: the flotilla turned out to be a cynical ploy mean: to trade
in pictures of the dead, according to the best tradition of terror
groups.... Israel must not play into the hands of those. who wish to
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defeat it in the fields of PR and diplomacy, constantly blame lt”
and tie its hands ahead of any future operatlon Now is .a. testlng
time for Israel, which must express. a cledr and ‘moral pos*tlon
lifting the veil of peace firom organlzatlons and establlshments

backing world terror. UNCLASSIFIED

QThe Gaza. Convoy Takeover: amn Effective OCasus BelliQ? .

Contributor Shira Kaplan, a.Harvard graduate with- a degree in
Government who was:a ‘Milken. Fellow in 2008~9;, wrote in the
consexvative, 1ndependent Jerusalem Post (6/2) QIn a. world of
tightening military networks, Iran has become a natural ally of the:
parties involved in MondayQs flotilla. IranQs involvement can
hardly be: separated from regional events: such as this one-. .: To be,
sure, Israel can very well use ‘a reglonal event such as - thln as
trigger to: target its ‘archenemies in. Tehran. ' The. idea that Ira
well be IsraelQs 1nd1rect target settled with the. [BrltlSh] Sunday
TimesQ recent report that Israel has deployed nucléar: submarlnes of £
the Iranian goast. & w1de -lens: view of ‘the trecent crlsls 1n the
waters of Gaza ¢an hence shed light on IsraelQs otherwise

thoughtless takeover of the pro- -Gaza flotilla. If IsraelQs
Government hasnQt completely 16st its mind, it has probably decided
to come nearer to a,po;ntvof no return w;th Tehran.

CUNNINGHAM
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CIA WASHINGTON DC IMMEDIATE UNCLASSIFIED

FBI WASHINGTON DC IMMEDIATE 0000

UNCLAS STATE 056622

SENSITIVE
SIPDIS

E.O. 129582 N/A

TAGS: AEMR, ASEC, CASC, KFLO, MARR, PREL, PINR, AMGT, IS, GZ
SUBJECT: MGGZOl: GAZA FLOTILLA MONITORING' GROUP SITUATION_
REPORT NO: 5

STATUS OF AMERICAN CITIZERS

1. (SBU) Eleven AmCit detainees plan to, or have already
signed, voluntary deportation forms provided by the Israeli
Ministry of Interior. {(MGGZOLl/Embassy Tel Aviv e-mail)

STATUS OF INTERNATIONAL PASSENGERS

2. (U) Israel?s 1nner security cabinet voted to deport
remaining prisoners w1th1n 48 hours. A government statement
issued late Jiine 1 ;stated. that ?the detainges. would be:
expelled immediately according to the: proceduxes set by 1aw,.
said a government statement issued late June 1. (AFP)

3. {(U) Turkey sent three planes td.Israel to. repatriate
approximately 350 detained activists. (AFR)

WOUNDED COULD ‘BE. CONSIDERED COMBATANTS

4, (SBU) Approximately 50 wounded detalnees of warious
nationalities are currently being treated by the Government of
Israel as suspects, and thus may not be allowed to leave the
country. The GOI might want to file court cases against these
individuals;, -but- this course of action i ject ‘to the
attorney: genetal?etflscretlon. (MGGZOlfNER,ﬁW~e#ma‘l)

RETURN OF TSRAELI DIPLOMATIC FAMILY MEMBERS FROM TURKEY

5. (U) .Approximately 50 pecple related to Israeli consulate
and embassy staff in Turkey are returnlng to Israel, a senlor
official told Israeli public radio. (AFP)
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TNTERNATIONAL REACTIONS

6. (SBU) Moscow condemned Israel?s action against the MAVL
MARMARA, asserting that the ?Use of weapons dgdinst ecivilians
and detaining ships in the open: sea withdutfanY;legal'reascn
constitutes obvious and gross violations of generally accepted
international standards.? Embassy Moscow notes Russia likely:
will use this incident to push for Israel tqzliftythe Gaza
blockade. (MGGZ01l/Embassy Moscow e-mail)

7. (SBU) NATO SYG:Rasmussen released a statement June 1
expressing 2deep regret over the loss of- llves and . the other:
casualties reésulting from ‘the use of force? and urglng the UN:
and the EU to conduct ?a pronpt, -mpartlal credlble and
transparent 1nvest1gatlon into the 1nc1dent.. He also called
for ?the immediate release of the detained civilians and ships
held by Israel.? (MGGZ01/USNATO e-mail)

8. (U) India condemned Israel for: °1nd;scr1m1nate use gﬁ
force? and asserted. that ?lasting peace and securlty in the
region c¢anh be dchieved only through peadsful dialogue.?
{(Xinhua)

9. (U) Tebanese President Sleiman discussed the incident
with Turkish President Gul and reportedly agreed. to coordinate
efforts to 2counter Israel?s actions.? (nowlebanon.com)

10. (), The Irlsh government called. on Israel ‘to allow an
Irish- reglstered aid Shlp, the RACHEL CORRIE., to contlnue Ats.
voyage to Gaza. Late . PM: Cowen warned of ‘2séricus.
consequences? 1f any detalned Irish: c1tlzens were: harmed and
called for their immediate and uncondltlonal release
{bbc.co.uk)

11. (U) The'Malay51an Cabinet tabled a parllamentary motlon
strongly -condenmning Israegl?s raid. FM .Aman departed for
Jordan to seek the release of the 12 MalaySlans. (Xlnhual

12. (SBU) Nlcaragua suspended dlplomatlc ‘ties with Israel

June 1 to protest Israel°s raid on the MAVI MARMARA, Pres1dent

Ortega?s office said. Embassy Managua notes: that Nicaragua
has no diplomatic presence in Israel but has an embassy in
Cairo. (MGGZ0O1/Embassy Managua e-mail,
elpueblopresidente,com)

13. (U) TIranian FM Mottaki expreSSedkselidarityiwith,the
?martyrs? killed during the raid and added that the incident
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?opened some p0551b111ty° to put pressure on.Israel to 1lift
the blockade 'of the. Gaza Strip. and thereby Aallow the passage
of medicine and hirmanitarian assistance. (AFP)

14. (U) French FM Kouchner said that the raid was ‘?a very
grave mistake? and °extremely damaging ‘to the image .of Israel.
itself.? Koiichner advocated for an: international
investigation and said ?there .should not be impunity.? (AP)

'15. For moie information ‘on the Gaza Flotilla, please see the:
Ops Portal at ‘the following link:

http://wwwmipteLiﬂkksgqv;gov/wiki/?Qrtal;Géza'?1otilla,20i0
Please note that this ‘Web address is case sensitive.

16. (U) Minimize considered.
CLINTON
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E.O0. 12858: N/A
TAGS: PGOV, PREL, PHSA TU, IS
SUBJECT:. Turkey SltRep 6 'on IHH Flotilla

1. (SBU) SUMMARY: The Turkish Natiocnal Security Council (MGK)
meets today to set a new course for Turkey's: bilateral relationship:
with Israel in light of the flotllla 1nterceptlon ‘Ministry of
Justice contacts confirm PM Erdogan = 1nterest in. pursulng a
possible criminal case agalnst Israeld officials. Protests
continue in Ankara and Adana. The Turkish parliament: unanimously:
denounced the flotilla interception as a v1olat10n of international:
law. END SUMMARY. B

2. (SBU) The Turkish National Securlty iCouncil (MGK) , which-
comprises senior representatlves of: the__v me‘Mlnlstrv, Turklsh
General Staff, +the M:Ln:l.strles of Inter:Lor : nd Foreign Affairs and
the Turkish Natlonal Intelllgence Service, postponed ity spec:Lal
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June 2 meeting to early afternoon to accommodate. FM DaVLtoglu, who!

is returning today from the U.S. The meeting is likely to HNCLASSIFIED

recommend. a new course for Turkey's bilateral relatlonshlp with
Israel in light of the flotilla 1nterceptlon The MFA tells us the:
MGK will issue a statement shortly after the meetlng concludes..

3. (SBU) Working-level contacts at the Ministry of Justice conflrm4
PM Erdogan's interest in pursuing a possible criminal case against:
Israeli offlolals_over the flot;lla ;nterceptlon, Our contacts
would not speculate as to charges or a judicial venue.

4. (U) In the southern Turkish city of Adana, an estimated 7, 060
people gathered June 1 for an anti-U.S. /Israel protest organlzed by
the Islamist Furkan Foundation (http: [ [www . furkanvakfi.net)..

Demonstxrators. chanted messages. against ‘the U.S. and Isrdel , burn df”

U.S. and Israeli flags, and carried banners readlng* ”Long llve
our Islamlc resistance, blood of our martyrs is the news for the
victory"; "Eudrope and the USA, Israel is your product"; "Zionism'
will be beaten"; "We will win"} "Everywhere is Palestine"; "One
dies and thousands come"; "Damn the Israeli supporters';
"Muhammad's army is coming"; "Jews remember the Hayber war"; "We
are all from Gaza"; and "Murderer Israel”. Consuldte Adana .expects
another protest folldwing Friday payers June 4. ‘

5. (U) In Ankara protests continued throughout June 2 in. the_
vicinity of the T'sraeli ambassador's residence. The size of the
protests has declined since yesterday, groups now number: abouit
45-50 individuals. The. protestors are waving Palestinian flags .and
chanting in Arabic. The police, who remain deployed in force, have
closed stréats near the ambassador's re51dence.

6.
"ambulance“ alrcraft are load1ng passengers in Israel The MFA
expects ‘the alrcraft to depart today.

7. (U) Today, the Turkish parliament unanlmously denounced the
flotillas" interception as a violation: of the UN Charter and
international law. ‘The parllamentary statement called for UN
condemnation of Israel and sanctions. The statement urges the GoT
to review its political, military and economic reldations: with the. -
GoI and piirsue international 1egal action :against Israell
officials. The statement distinguishes the' Gol. from. the: Isracli.
people as. the\target ‘of Turkish national angekt.

JEFFREY
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SUBJECT : ‘MGGZ01: THE 'OMANT STREET ~—-UNOFFICIAL REACTION TO. THE GAZA
FLOTILLA INCIDENT

REF: MUSCAT 368; ‘MUSCAT 271

CLASSIEIED: BY: Rlchard Schmlerer Ambassador, Department of State,
Embassy Muscat, REASON i. 4(B), (D)

1. (C) SUMMARY. Omzn's' official response to: the Gaza flotilla:
incident was reiat vely measured (ref A) however, ‘the average:
Omani saw the ‘event. as further ev1dence ‘the 1mpun1ty of” Israel
enabled by unquestloned U.Si. support: ‘Omanis have expressed
conslderable frustratlon with Arab 1eaders who they see as’
unwilling to rlsk actlon agalnst Israel The incident. resonated
further due- to the fact that an. Omami ]ournallst was. on th_VMav1
Marmara ship ‘and was tweetlng and. blogglng as events unfolded. END
SUMMARY .

2. (C) In the aftermath of the June,; 1 flotllla incident,
conversations with Omanis  revealed several. récurring ‘themes. Most
were angry with Ar¥ab leaders for not. taklng any .dction against

Israel. While the Omanis knew there would be meetings and summlts
in the end they thought the Arab leaders were more 1nterestedi

protectlng ‘their positions and keeplng +the " U..S. happy U.'S. pollcy‘

towards Israel played into that: angek, w1th a: majorlty feel .
this ”horre ”ous ac-”'would not change U x.support for Isra Lz
minority oplned that this event was different as it 1nvolved
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non-Arabs and non-Muslims, so the U.S. would not be able to ignore
the event. There was universal consensus that there would not be
much reaction from the Omani public. All viewed Israel as
"untouchable," due to "unconditional" U;S: suppott. They felt that
Israel would continue its "aggression' wuntil the U.S. '"put its foot
down." As oné said, "same stuff, different day."

3. (SBU) On-~line forad echoed these views, but also went further in
expressing anger at the Omani government for only condemnlng and
denouncing the attack. Partlclpants called ‘on. the government to.
take a more active ‘response; such as. haltlng all official and
unofficial involvement with Israel.

4. (SBU) The event was made more personal for many Omanis due to:
their concern for Omani Jjournalist, Abbas al Lawati, who was
reporting from aboard the Mavi Marmara sh:.p.= Al Lawati, -a
journalist for the prlvately -held Emirates-based Engllsh news.
outlet "Gulf News," reported events from his vantage p01nt with up
to the minute reports to his website blog, and Twitter account. Al
Lawati included pictures of passengers in life vests in his blog:
minutes before Isracli soldiers boarded. On June 1, :
privately-owned newspaper "Times of Oman" featured Iront Page nevs
on al Lawati's .situation and expressions of relief and prlde from
his parents: in Muscat. Several fora, Facebook
website: all“had messages of support for al L
He: is reported séfe'and on his way back to the AE

5. (C) COMMENT: |

In a country where public commentary has.

traditionally been limited, and criticism of the goverhment'is
illegal, the internet is. continuding to emerge as &, forum. for: more
vocal expre551on than has been seen in the past. END COMMENT
Schmierer
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CIA WASHINGTON DC' IMMEDIATE
FBI WASHINGTON DC IMMEDIATE 0000

S EC R E T STATE 057147

NOFORN, SIPDIS

E.O. 12958: DECL: 06/01/2021

TAGS: AEMR, ASEC, CASC, KFLO, MARR, PREL, PINR AMGT,. IS, .GZ
SUBJECT: MGGZ0Ll: GAZA FLOTILLA MONITORING GROUP

SITUATION -REPORT NO. 6

CLASSIFIED BY: Greg Macris, Senior Watch Officer, S/ES-0
for REASON: 1.4(B) :AND (D)

STATUS OF AMERICAN .CITIZENS

1. (SBU) Thirteen American citizens were transferred
to Ben Gukion Alrport and are scheduled to depart by
June 3. Three ad ltlonal Amerlcan dual- nationals ‘are
departing to theiz countrles.of origin: Kuwait:, Jordan,
and Ireland. One Israeli-Ameérican was releidsed without
conditions, and the Embassy is trying to locate one
additional Amerlcan,clt;zen (MGGZOl/Embassy Tel Aviv
e-mail)

STATUS OF FOREIGN PASSENGERS

2. (C) Thc Israeli government initiated deportatlon
for all of the 637 foreign detalnees, 1nclud1ng those
suspected of 1nst1gat1ng violence. P;ogeedlngs are
expected to: be completed. by June 3. Four injured
detainees may depart later in the week. Detention has
been extended for four Israeli-Arab leadérs from the
boats. (Tel Aviv 1225)

OTHER SHIPS EN ROUTE TO GAZA

3. (s/NE}I

(Tel Aviv 1225).

B1

StateDept0381



HUMANITARIAN GOODS UNCLASSIFIED

4. (SBU) ‘UNRWA and ICRC are unable to confirm that.
eight tzxuckloads actually entered Gaza from: Israel.
Mediz report 10 :additional truckloads Wwill. be
transferred oh June 2. (MGGZO1l/PRM e-mail)

ISRAELI RESPONSE.

5. (U) PM Netanyahu publlcly defended the- mllltary
operation, ‘emphasized. the: 1mportance of the ‘blockade. for
Israeli security, and rejected 1nternatlonal ‘pressure to
launch an 1nvest1gatlon of IDF actions. (Reuters)

6. (U) Pro~I§Fwdemonstrators are galling*forva boycott
of Turkish products. (Tel Aviv 1225) ’ ‘

SAFETY AND SECURITY UPDATE

7. (:SBU); There”has been a .slight uptick in Drotest_
ies ‘yiolence in the: West Bank -and: ‘along ‘the

Gaza-Israel s, lncludlng sporadlc mortar firing:

from GaZa. Jerusalem remains tense (Jerusalem 9283

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

8. (U) ASEAN-GCC: TForeign. ministers: condemned. the:

Israeli :raid as "an act of vidlénce," and urged release

of the detalnees and an end. to the: blockade.
(MGGZOl/EAP e-mail)

9. (U) UNHRC: The Human Rights Council approved ‘a
Palestinian-~ drafted resolution condemning the
"outrageous attack by the Israeli forces" by a vote of
32 yes, three no (U. 8.}, nine absteéntions, and three:no-
shows. The resolutlon establishes an ‘intetnational
fact-£ 1nd:Lng mission to 1nvest1gate alleged v101atlons
of international law. (MGGZ01/I0 Bureau ‘e-mail)

INTERNATIONAL REACTIONS

10. (SBU) Egypt: The government oPened‘the Rafah.
crossing indefinitely and allowed ‘shipment: of ‘electric
generators into Gaza;, the first non-f£ood or medlcal
shipment from Egypt since the '2008-2009 Gaza conflict.

UNCLASSIFIED
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Reportedly, 200 to 800 Gazans have crossed into Egypt.
(Cairo 611) :

11. (S) Turkey:

12. (U) Palestinian Anthoritg: ‘President. Abbas
rejected calls to suspend proximity talks. (jpost.com)

13. (SBU) Jordan: A warden message was issued warning
American. citizens to avoid crowds @nd maintain a low
profile due to anti-American sentiment and expected
protests. (MGGZ01/Embassy Amman e-mail)

14. (U) EU: Members of the European Parliament
Foreign Affairs Committee almost unanimously condemned
Israeli actionms. nge called for suspending the EU-
Israel Association Agreement. One MEP called for
opening talks with Hamas. (MGGZO1/USEU Daily Report e-
mail) ' :

15. (U) Tunisia: A Gaza solidarity demonstration took

place in. Tunis.. (Tﬁnis 395)

16. (U) ‘Minimized considered.
CLINTON
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/001W - ’
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P 0312592 JUN 10
TV AMEMBASSY AMMAN RELEASEDDNPART
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 7694 Bl;,.ol.f4(B)', 14(D)

INFO ARAB. ISRAELI: COLLECTIVE PRIORITY
ARAB LEAGUE' COLLECTIVE PRIORITY

CONFIDENTTI A L AMMAN 001270

SIPDIS
DEAPRTMENT FOR NEA/ELA MGREGONIS
E.O. 12958: DECL: 06/03/2020

TAGS: PREL, PGOV PHUM KPAL IS, JO
SUBJECT: JORDAN RECEIVES ‘GAZA FLOTILLA ACTIVISTS FROM ISRAEL;

Classified By: Ambassadér R. Stephen "Béé”c‘rdf"t

1. (SBU) On: the mornlng of June 2, Israel turned over to
Jordan approx1mately 120 act1v1sts from: Arab and Muslim
couptrles who. had. been on: the flotilla headlng to Gaza. The:
av¥ived in ‘three sepirate buses and were greeted: '
enthu51ast1c crowds both at the Hussein Bridge and’
rallles were organlzed prlmar ily by the

in Amman. C
Islamist=- domlnated profe551onal associations, Wwho have
assumed ‘a. leadlng rolé in organizing demonstrations to
condemn the Israeli naval action against the convoy. The
former head of the profe551onal assoc1atlons, Wael Saqqa,Awas
among those who part1c;pated in the flotilla and were
detained by Israeli .security forces.

2. (8SBU) King: Ab ullah. received = personal call of thanks
from King Hamad Bin Isa Al Khalifa of Bahraln, ‘and other
countries. conveyed theéei¥ ‘thanks to: the GOJ through ‘diplomatic
channels. The act1v1sts 1ncluded c1tlzens from Jordan,
Kuwait, Algeria, Lebanon, Bnhraln, Malay51a, and others.

RTMENT. OF:STATE,
REVIEW AUTHORITY: ARCHIE M BOLSTER
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Wounded and injured passengers are _expe,ctesi}_. to arrive in UNCLASSIFIED
small numbers at irregular time interwvals din the future.

3. ()] :,7’ ‘ ' Bl
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TO SECSTATE: WASHDC PRIORITY 1614
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AMEMBASSY SEOUL
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK
NATIONATL SECURITY COUNCIL WASHINGTON DC

UNCLAS TOKYO: 001083

SIPDIS

STATE FOR.I/RF, PA/PR/FPC/W, IIP/G/EA, EAP/PD R/MR,
EAP/J, EAP/P, PM;

USTR FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE;

TREASURY FOR. OASIA/IMI,

SECDEF FOR OASD/PA;

CP BUTLER OKINAWA. FOR.AREA FIELD OFFICE;

PACOM HONOLULU FOR PUBLIC DIPLOMACY ADVISOR

E.O0. 12958: N/A,
TAGS: OIIP KMDR., KPAO JA
SUBJECT ¢ TOKYO MEDIA REACTION - GAZA AID FLOTILLA

1. LEAD STORIES: All Thursday morning papers gave ‘top play to imoves:

UNITED. ST ATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE.
REVIEW: AUTHOR[ . ARCHIE M BOLST ER

DATE/CASEID: 02 FEB 2012 201004163 UNCLASSIFIED
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within the DPJ to 'select a successor to cutgoing Prime Minister:
Hatoyama.

INCLASSIFIED

2. "Israel: Begilns Deporting Civilians Held after Sea Raid" The
moderate Yomiuri wrote from Jerusalem: (6/3) "The Israeli. government;
decided durlng a cablnet meetlng on Tuesday evenlng to deport ab

{(in the recent sea rald) As the pre51dent1al statement of the UN
Security iCouncil called for an 1mmed1ate release of the detained;
civilians, Israel apparently responded to. 1nternatlonal cr1t1c1sm
(of its detentlon ©of the civilians).... While: giving consideraticn
to international critiecism, Israel has refused: to take the blame for
the sea raid that caused civilian casualties.... Two additional aid
boats flyi ng the flag of Ireland are heading toward Gaza, but Israel
is apparently prepared to block them."

ROOS
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S ECRE.T STATE 057669

NOFORN
SIPDIS

E.O0. 12958: DECL: 06/03/2020

TAGS: AEMR, ASEC, CASC, KFLO, MARR, PREL, PINR, AMGT,
IS, G2Z

SUBJECT: MGGZ0l: GAZA FLOTILLA MONITORING GROUP
SITUATION REPORT NO. B

CLASSIFIED BY: Robert Thomas, Senior Watch Officer,
S/ES-0 for REASON: 1.4 (B) AND (D)

STATUS OF .AMERICAN CITIZENS

——— - ————— . - S e et b s M S

1. (SBU) A family member confirmed that 19 year-old
Turkish-American ‘citizen, Furkan Dogan, was among those
killed on thHe MAVI MARMARA. (MGGZ0l/Embassy :Ankara e-
mail) |

2. (SRU) Embassy- officials located: prev1ouslv
unaccounted for Israeli~American c1tlzen,| ) J

_in Ramallah: Eight American citizens' departed from Tel

Aviv to Istanbul, another to Athens, -and. two- Lo’ Jordan.
(MGGZOl/EmbiSSy:Tel‘AVlV e-mail)

STATUS OF FOREIGN PASSENGERS

3. {U) The Israeli Foreign Ministry ‘atihouriced. three
activists. £rom Ireland, Australia, and Italy remain in
Israel for "technlcal reasons," without prov1d1ng any
further information., ‘Seven addltlonal ack: vists are:
still ho%pitalizéd.inrlsraeld (Israel Radio: News)

4. (SBU) Israel turned over: 120 detalnees from Musllm
and Arab countrles to Jordan. (Amman’ 1:.231)

OTHER SHIPS EN ROUTE TO GAZA

5. (S/NF), The CHALLENGER II and’the‘DiMITRIS‘K are in
Cyprus. The RACHEL CORRIE is ‘Heading :gouth toward Egypt

and thc Fr ¢:Caza Movement announced it will. delay 1ts

arrival to Gaza until June 7 to maxlmlze media coverage.

UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED

B6

StateDept0389



(MGGZ01/EUCOM e~-mail) UNCL AS SIFIED '

6. (U) Media report the Israeli Navy intends to board
the RACHEL. CORRIE if hecesgary, but released no
additicnélmsPééifidsr (Matariv)

STATUS OF HUMANITARIAN GOODS

7. (SBU) Truckloads of goods arrived in. Kerem Shalom

but havevnot entered Gaza. UNRWA and ICRC are waltlng

for permission froém Turkey to secure the items. ‘Hamas.

is disallowing ‘any: further ‘entzry of goods into the; area.
(MGGZ01/Special Envoy for Middle: East Peace ‘e-mail)

ISRAELI RESPONSE

9. (U) Media ‘report Istraél decided to release flotilla
detainees: 1mmed1ately in order to help the United States
garner: support for UN sanctioms against Izxan.

{(vnetnews. com)

INTERNATIONAYT, ORGANIZATIONS

10. (SBU) Arab League' Foreign: ‘ministers agreed to
ask the UN:Security Council t& urge an: :end: to: the
Israeli blockade of Gaza. (MGGZ01/Embassy Riyadh e~
mail)

11. (U) UN: Special Coordindtor for the Middle East
Peace Proceéss, Robert Serry, condemned Hamas' for raiding
NGO offices in Gaza  City and the Rafah crossing.
(MGGZOl/Offlce of the United Nations Spec1a1 Coordinator
for the Middle East. Peace Process e~mail)

12. {(SBU) & June 3 Internatlonal Marltlme Organization
meeting ‘was 1nterrupted by Cuba Indonesia, Syria and
Venezuela condemriing Israeli actions. Turkey is
expected toé push for .cfficial IMO condemnation of Israel
at the June 7 meeting. (MGGZ01/Bureair of International
Organization Affairs e-mail)

INTERNATIONAL RLACTIONS

UNCLASSIFIED
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o | UNCLASSIFIED
13. (U) Turkey: PM Erdogan said full restoration of
diplomatic ties with Israel was contingent upon ending
Israel's blockade of Gaza. (nytimes.com)

14, (U) South Africa: The ambassador to Israel was
recalled June 3. (ynetnews.com)

(

15. {U) Ecuador: The ambassador to Israel was
recalled June 3. (washingtonpost.com)

16. {(U)y 'EU: The European Jewish Congress called on
the EU to ban the Foundation for Human Rights -and
Freedoms and Humanitarian Relief (IHH) and other
"terrorist front organizatioms". (European Jewish
Congress press ‘release)

17. {U) Saudi Arabia: Flotilla discussions
interrupted.méeﬁipgs*between a U.S. Congressional
delegation .and members of the Saudi business community:
at the Jeddah Chamber of Commerce and Industry on June
2. (Saudi Gazette, Al-Watan, Shams)

18. (U) 'UK: Former FS Miliband restated the British
call for an end to the blockade as the only way to limit
Hamas' control over the region: (MGGZ01/Embassy of the
. United Kingdom to the: United States ermail)

19. (SBU) Australia: PM Rudd called for an
independent: inquiry and an easing of the blockade.
(MGGZ01/Embassy of Australia to the United States e-
mail)

20. (U) 'Minimized considered.
CLINTON
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EUROPEAN ‘POLITICAL ‘COLLECTIVE PRIORITY
AMEMBASSY' ANKARA PRIORITY

S E C R E T '“TEL AVIV 001265

NOFORN

E.O. 12958: DECL: 06/04/2020 4
TAGS: PREL, CASC, MOPS, KWBG, KPAL; TU, IS
SUBJECT: "G\ IA AFTERMATH - SITRED 4.

REF: A TEL AVIV“IZlB

Classified By: A/DCM Mirc Sievers; reasons: 1.4 (b), (d)
1. (U)'Ag éfxﬁ;Qin;mm local.time"pnﬁﬁﬁne’4;

As; Israel prepares for ‘the arrival -of the

regardlng w en the,“_chel Corrle w1ll arrive. off ‘the .coast of
Gaza, ranging' from.June 5 to June: 7. The GOTL says that. it
will continue to usé: diplomatic means to try ‘to convince the
Rachel Corrie to dlvert to Ashdod, but will intercept the
ship if necessary .and- will not allow it to dock in Gaza. END
SUMMARY
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(S//NF) The: Israeli Defense forces (IDF) continues to
tlonal vessels that imay potentially:
nd. wave:" Israell and 1nter

extenslvely on the lnte tlons of the
~ton’ ‘cargo’ vessel

ié, & Cambodian-flagged 1,200

The Free: Gaza website posted a press Telease statlng

that it dis stopplng to beard. more journallsts and. dlgnltarles
s h'A we are going to.Ashded. We are, for:

and

surdé, on .our way to"Gaza "

UNCLASSIFIED
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CONSULAR

G. (SBU) According to l European passport:
holders: who were detained had complalned of mistreatment at
the time: of arrest and detention. ‘said the. EU countries
are ‘weighing a colléctive demarche to: the GOI. Given the -
number of countties’ involved and the number of Europeans
detained, -doubted’ any decision would. DBe made until next
week.

7. (SBU) Thewmedlcal‘doctor who ‘examined the bodles of mine:
men brough‘ o the micrgue from: the Mavi Marmara told. ConsAsst
that none: of the rémains had been identified ptior to their
return to Turkey. -At the request of the Turkish government,

no autopsies had been conducted. He said the Turkish Embassy

" had not béen: helpfil and had not provided documentation or
photogx aphs to hel' 1dent1fy remains: prlor to shlpment,
Although: cause of death was determlnedAby the
moxrgue;. : ctor reported that all bodles had gunishot:
wounds. He: could. not confirm that any of the bodies showed.
evidence: of ‘four entry ‘wounds to the head, as reported in
some media. He' suspected that some wounds v1sible on ‘the
remains were in, fact exit wounds.

8. (SBU) ConbOffs continue efforts to obtaln guldance from

¢ reclalmlng ‘propexty and an: accountlng £ the:

ies of any<:remaining- detalne S. Qccordt g to’ the.
; s no. flokilla pasengers stL1Y ”'%custody while:
I1a Pa‘sengers remain in the hospital, one
Indonesian ‘and two Turks. ConoOffs are s£111 trylng to
ascertain if any of the six stlll—hospltallzed IDF commandos
are dual- natlonal American citizens.

REGIONAL SECURITY OFFICE

- s e st o e ot e S s SO0, B et et S, S

. (SBU) On June43" tHere was an. anti-Turkish. government
protest outside: the Embassy of Turkey in Tel Aviv.
Approx1mately 1,000 people part1c1pated in the demonstration,.
which went late 1nto the night. Police arrested‘three people
after protestors hurled stones and a smoke grénade at the
Turkish Chancetry. Embassy MSGs and Local Guards were on '
alert, and Survelllance Detection Units monltored the
situation, which took ‘place about one mlle from the U.S.

Embassy. A/DEM. happened to drive by the demonstratlon as it
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was getting started. The demonstrators appeared mostly to be

young, secular Tel: Av1v types waving large Israeli flags. We:

saw at least one sign written imn Turkish mentioning ‘the
Armenlan‘genoc1de, There are also press reports that a
monument to Turkish soldiers was vandalized in Beersheva.

PRESS REPORTING

10. (U) Hundreds of .Israeli Arabs rallied on June 3 4in
Israel's: second—largest Arab town of Umm el-Fahm when the.

movement's northern branch' leader, Sheikh Raed .8alah, entered:
the city for his house arrest. The crowd of. primarily Islamic
Movement members shouted "Alahu Akbar' and “the Shelkh is our

hero," and'waved Turkish -and Palestinian flags and Islamlc

Movement ners In an attempt to ensure ‘that protests dld
not erupt
its presence in Jerusalem and denied access to the Temple

Mount/Haram .al-Sharif for Friday prayers to all men under the:

age of 40, accor@;ng ‘to customary security measures.

11, (U) While the. Israeli press defends the actions of its
soldiers, with several banner headlines calling them: heroes;,
edltorla's axe Stlll questioning both. the methods used and
‘the expla n for: why the IDF ‘was UuUnprep. red £or ‘the
resistance it'met. At the same time, Some Hews sources say
that PM Netanyahu will ease the blockade on Gaza to relieve
international pressure, 1nclud1ng allow1ng for more types of
goods to:‘enter the. Strip. Official statements maintain that
the blockadé must be kept in place as- is ‘and that any
humanitarian aid ships must dock in Ashdod and have the cargo
transferred to Gaza via truck followlng 1nspectlon.

12. (SBU) ‘The ‘GOI reported that its transfer of humanitarian
goods from ‘the 1n1t1a1 flotilla continués, with 30" truckloads
already délivered: to the Kerem Shalom crossing. Items
already transferred 1nclude, 1nter alia, clothlng, blankets,
school bags, mattresses, baby safety seats, toys, wheéels
chairs, motorized. Ecooters, bandages, hospital. beds, and.
medication. The: GOI. reported ‘that. the. shlpment also 1ncluded
some med1c1nes that have been expired for over a year, and
camouflage cloth it says was meant for Hamas militants.
While these shlpments have been sent to Kerem Shalom, ‘the GOT
says that. Hamas: is | efusing ‘to allow the goods to -enter Gazasw
Sources 1n‘the NGO communlty have also told Embassy
officials that no commodities from the flotilla have entered
Gaza. The sSame sources told EmbOffs. that Hamas will not
allow acceptance of any of the goods until all those being
held from the flotilla are released.

UNCLASSIFIED
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13. (U) Israel still has not officially responded. to calls _
for an international investigation regardln””the ‘incident; {5
leaving: the press to speculate about the go ernment'
1ntentlons. thln”the innexr cablnet “the reports generally
say that PM Netanyahu MOD Barak, -and: p0551bly ‘Minister
Meridor support al ow1ng an 1nternatlonal investigation,
while Yishai, Begln, and ¥a' alon are reportedly agalnst it,
preferring: to rely on . the credlblllty of the IDF Military .
Advocate General 1nvest1gatlon MFA Lieberman has ‘publicly
called for an 1ndependent Israeli-led investigation, p0551bly?
headed by a former: Sipreme Coutrt judge, with international

observers:.

14, (U) The IDF .continues to -release video of the events:
from the Mavi: Marmara, including from both ‘passenger and ship
security cameras. One video, which the' IDF was reportedly
reluctant to release, shows a few Israeli naval commandos
being beaten by a large group until other passengers on the
ship fended off the mob. Other press reports say that 3-4
commandors were brlefly held hostage below deck during the
confrontation: before being freed. One member 6f ‘the Naval
Commando :assdult ‘team gave an exclusive: interview to the
Jerusaleém Post. The sold*er, reportedly the last of 15
commandos to; rappel toithe deck from. the hellcopter and
respon51ble for six. of the nine deaths said. that when he
arrived his ‘téam was .already taking :lre from two Turkish.
passengers ‘who had seized pistols from the wounded .commandos;
and that he was forced to fire back while under attack.

15. (U) Navy officials -Have publlcly asserted ‘that no
innocent’ ¢iv v ,‘ mbat were killed during ‘the.
operation; on the Mavi Marmara. In ad" tion, the GOI is
briefing: the Press regarding their evidence about the violent.
intentions of: some“pasSengers on the ships. This includes
reports that ammunltlon c351ngs of a type that were not used
by the IDF were found aboard the Mav1 Mhrmara, that the IDF
had dlscovered code books used to Prepare Plans. for v,ole
resistance, and that several passengets made v1deos in which
they declared. their dintention ‘to become ”shahlds, ‘which is
typical of su1c1de terrorlsts. Officials from the IDE ‘have
speculated that'the activists could have thrown their weapons
overboard. during the takeover.

CUNNINGHAM
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1. (C) Summazry. Non violent protests cont nued in: Ankara, Istanb 1
and Adana June 4, with press attention fo ’*d'on the: victims: of
the Israeli raid on the Gaza flotilla and their funerals.

MOST TURKS 'BACK 'IN TURKEY

3. (SBU) Acting U/S Cevikoz expressed: gratltude for U.S: engageme't
in securing the rélease of detainees and: reported ‘that all of th se
detained: were returned to Turkey, w1th thevexceptlon of five who
had been. too serlously 1njured to be moved, on: June: 3. Two
additional “air ambulances" had arrived in. Isra

morning hours.of June 4, but it was likely that one
still not 'tab‘ - encugh to transport. ihe‘fﬂ; h1 : _

was Stll i transportedcto Israel

“to. be moved had, been
and would rema1n with her father, supported By the. Turkish Embassy);

Cevikoz said. The ‘Anbassador contacted the family of the
Turklsh~Amer1can dual mnational who was kllled in ‘the attack and.
conveyed. 1ts dondolences. His body was ‘¥eturned to his hometown of:
Kayseri and a funéral was planned for Juné. 4.
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4. (SBU) ‘Theére was press speculatlon that =2 Turklsh warship; mlght
accompany. the M/V Rachel Corrie, one of ‘the mext bodts scheduled to!
arrive in the IHH: convoy Both MFA Acting U/S Cevikoz and the
Tutrkish. Navy denied this rumor. ‘When: PM - Erdogan was quest one
about: the ‘rumor, - h - told the press that the idea was "out';
question:, " ‘

TURKISH NAVY NOT/NOT ACCOMPANYING FLOTILLA

'MORE PROTESTS. EXPECTED

5. (SBU) .Inm, Ankara, between. 100~ 200 protestors continue tor géther
outside of: the Israsli Embassy and the Israéli Ambassador's
re51dence. On Sunday a group -of NGOs‘plan a‘protest 1n downtown

B1

7. (SBU) In Istanbul ‘the ceremony for the bodles ofi the deceas&ad

I

Turklsh and Palestlnlan flags and rlbbons in Arabic saylng'"
is no God but ‘God and Muhammad is the Drophet of God" -- was: ¢
televised and: Turklsh press: reported tens of thousands of people
attended.

S. & ;
REF A) and an AK] MﬁnlClpal Assembly member in Ankara,' e (P
not 1ssued a call for supporters to turn out for- protests.. AKP
members: 1nstead they ¢laimed;, have attended 'protests to. relnforce
their p051tlon. s leaders, to idraw attentlon from OPPOSlth
political partles, and to deliver a message that people: should act
with calm and common sense and. refrain from: violent acts.
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SUBJECT': UNSC Securlty Counc1l adopts June 1 Presidential Statement
on Gaza flotllla

1. (SBU) SUMMARY: The Securlty Counc1l met .in an emergency’ se551on&
on May 31, in response, ‘to requests from Turkey and. Lebanon, t
discuss Israel's handling of its interdiction. of ia flotilla. sadi 1ngi
to Gaza. Many Council members: condemned thé Israeli actions andi
Turkish FM DavuLoglu ‘made 2 partlcularly harsh statement
criticizing Israel, calllng the dincident. “bandltry and. piracy.™

The Israeli Deputy Perm: Rep and Palestinian :Observer also spoke,
after which thé. Council went into constultations and negotlatlons toﬁ
draft a Presidential Statement (PRST) . ‘Over the next 13 hours,‘
U.s. delegatlon negotlated with the Turklsh delegatlon to produce_mu
DPRST which: ¢ondemned "those acts which resulted .in. the loss of at
least ten ciwvilians: and many wounded);" .called for a "prompt!
1mpart1al credible: and transparent 1nvest1gatlon conform-ng to
lnternatlonal standards,' and requested the dimmediate: release of
the ships and civilians held by Israel. The PRST also expressed
concern about: the dincident's potential effect on the proximity
talks, and urged the parties to act with restraint and av01d
unilateral or provocative actions. END SUMMARY.

2. (SBU) In .response to written requests from Council.: ‘members!
Turkey and Lebanonlto convene .a formal Council : meetlng, the Council,
decided in consultatlons on May 31 to hold an emergency Counc11

UNITED § im:s DE "ARTME.NT OF STATE
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debate on the recent incident in the Eastern Mediterranean with. the:

participation of all Council members, Isrdel, the Palestinian

Observer and a briefing By the Secretariat. That debate was held

in the Chamber immediztely .following the Council's consultations:

[Note: The Drov151onal verbatim meetlng record can be found. at TARTOT A QG :
http://wwy.un, org/Depts/dhl/resg'ulde/scathO10 htm UNCLASSIFIED
<http://www.un.org/Depts/dhl/resguide/scact2010. .htm> . End note. ]

Secretariat'briefing

3. (SBU) A551stant Secretary-General for Political Affairs -Oscar
Fernandez-Taranco briéfed the Council that, in the early ‘hours- of:
May 31, Israeli naval forces had boarded a six-ship convoy heading:
to Gaza. He noted that the stated purpose -of the convoy was: ‘to
deliver humanitarian assistance and to break the Israeli blockade'
on Gaza. Hekreferred to Israeli government statements in' the
lead-up that it would not allow the convoy to proceed and that the
vessels would be stopped, the cargo inspected and then transferred
to Gaza, and any individuals onboard deported He said that "de
facto authorities in Gaza" had formed a committee to receive the
convoy.

4, (SBU) He referred ‘to the Secretary General s, spokesman s May 28
statement: ‘that "all involved. act ‘with .a sense..of care: and
responsibility and work! for a satlsfactory resolutlon._ Though the-
Israeli navy had told the convoy it could not proceed to Gaza, ‘the
convoy nevertheless proceeded he briefed, rand the Israeli mavy"
acted to intercept it by boarding thHe vessels some 40 nautical
miles off thé coast in international waters. While the Israelis
were able to take control of all six vessels, "there was serious,
violence! on the main passenger vessel (the "Mavi Marmara") he
said, with.at least ten killed and 30 1njured and. six Israeli
military 1njured, accordlng to. the 1nformatlon at the! time: He
underscored that it was “not p0551b1e to state defﬂnltlvely the:
sequence 0x details of what happened™ .and, that the UN. has, Tno:
independent information of what transplred "

5. (SBU) He referred to Israeli government statements that the
demonstrators: on board used knives and clubs agalnst the IDF naval
personnel, and possibly live fire from a weapon grabbed from an 1
soldier. He referred to Israeli statements ‘that the seriously
injured had been taken by helicopter to: hospltals jn Israel and:
that five of the- shlps had arrived under escort to the Israell port:
of Ashdod but the "Mavi Marmara" had not yet been brought intor
port. He referred to Israeli authorities' expréssions of regret
about the casualties but noted that they blamed the activists for
the violence. He noted Palestinian Pre51dent Abbas' condemnation
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of Israel's actions, the killing of the activists, -and the UNCLADSIEIRDD

declaration of three days mouzrning. - He summarlzed the
Secretary—General's .Statemernt ‘that he ‘is shocked by the kllllngs,
that he condemned the violence, and called for a full invéstigation
to determine how the bloodshed: took place and stressed that JIsrael
must provide: a full -explanation. Fernandez Taranco underscored

that Israel should provide access to detainees and for all partlesi-~

to adhere. to. international law, 1nclud1ng international

humanitarian law -and ‘the: law of the sea. He concluded by saying
that "today's bloodshed would have been av01ded if repeated ‘calls:
on Israel to end the: countcrproductlve and unacceptable blockade!

had been heeded." He said that the only way forward for Gaza is a.
vdi fferent and more positive strategy ‘that implements resolutlon
1860."

Turkish EM

6. (SBU) Turkish Forelgn Minister Davutoglu was the first Council
member to speak. In a sharply worded statement, he said it was @&
"very sad and: tragic occasion when one state. member of this august
house has. committed a setrious crime!’ in ‘total disregard of UN
system values: He, termed Israel's actlons a. "grave breach of
internatiorn ~Jlaw W fitantamount to bandltry and piracy..
"aggression in high seas," "murder conducted . by a state,” and said
"the distinction bétween terrofists and states has been blurréd.!
He characterized the "sole: aim" of: the "multlnatlonal civilian
£lotilla™ representlng 32 countrles as prov1d1ng "much needed
relief to the children of CGaza. He called the use of force “"noti
only 1nappropr1ate, but also dlsproportlonate 4 Referring to:
freedom of nav1gatlon he clalmed that no vessel can. be stopped Eob o
boarded ‘without: : c ' : [
said that’ this "unacceptable actlon“ was perpetrated by those wh"
had taken. advantage in the past of "ships carrying. ‘refugees" and
they should be more aware of the 1mportance of humanitarian
assistance and. of the "dangers: and dinhumanity of ghettos as in
Gaza. He ¢alléd on the Security Council to adopt a Presidential
Statement "condemnlng thHe TIsraeli zct of aggression, demanding am’
urgent inquiry," and calling for all responsible to be punished.

Colncil members

7. (SBU) A number' of: Council members. jOlned Turkey in spec1f1cally
condemning Israel's usée of force/v1olence, including Austria.,
Bosnia, Brazil {(%vehemently condemns") , and Mexico. The Tiebanese-
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Perm Rep, in a harshly worded statement, said, it was a "flagrant

violation of the Charter," as well as of "international law, Ij}J(H;}&SﬁH}TUEI)
international humanitarian law and the law of the sea." He said,

the perpetrators of this. "wanton attack!" mist be: punlshed Japan

condemned the "violent acts of hostlllty that caused this trag o
incident.! Rn551a called the stopping of shlps on. the hlgh seas.
without justlflcatlon a ""gross violdtion ©of the norms -of
international law. China condemned Israeli actioens targeting
humanitarian workers and eivilians. All Counc1l members spoke . of
the need to open up the crossings to Gaza, with some noting the:
need for the implemerntation of resolution 1860. .Some called on
Israel to provide a full and transparent account of what had
occurred while others called for an 1ndependent 1nvestlgatlon

that this: 1nc1deht happened at thls tlme during the peace process
and some flagged it as 'a reason why the negotiations need to be:
successfully concluded.

Palestinian Observer

8. (SBRU) The Palestinian Permanent Observer sald that the
Palestinian  Aut horlty ‘had declared three days: of mournlng and that,
all of those kllled werer"martyrs of Palestine.” He réferred ‘to
"Israel's blatant acts of .aggression’ .and condémned its actions.

He attributed ‘the violérnice to the silence of ‘the international
communlty and its inability to hold Israel accountable: for its Mwar

crimes. He called for an "1ndependent 1mpart1al international.
investigation into this crime" and for all .of those détained toibe
released.

Israeli Deputy Perm. Rep

e ot S a2 0 o o o

9. (SBU) Just before the Israeli Deputy Perm Rep' was called ‘on., o
speak, the' Lebanese Perm Rep, as Security Coiincil Présidenkt, ‘handed.
the gavel ovér to his .deputy and left the Chamber; as did the.
Turkish Foreign. Minister and the Palestlnlan Permanent Observer¥
Thée Isrdeli Perm Rep 'underscored that the: :purpose of the ‘convoy
to break Israel's maritime blockade of "Gaza and referred to the

convoy passengers' use of weapons to attack Israeli soldiers.: He
said that, if the mission had been truly humanltarlan, 1ts
organizers would Hhave accepted the Israeli government's cffer to
transfer the assistance through the Tsraeli port ‘of Ashdod: and
overland to Gaza. He commented that there is no humanltarlan
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crisis in Gaza and referred to UN Special Coordinator Serry's
recent remarks to the Securlty Council.

10. (SBU) The Israeli Deputy Perm Rep stressed the state of armed

conflict. between Israel and the Hamas authorltles in Gaza, the: fact

that rockets had been fired at Israel as recently as that morning,
and that there continue to be attempts to smuggle arms by sea. He:
termed the maritime Blockade a "legitimate mechanism of armed
conflict! and said' that Israel had provided ‘the approprlate
notlflcatlon of the blockade to governments and the flotilla
organizers. Nevertheless, the flotilla leader had: publlcly
responded, "They -are going to have to forcefully stop us." He
described the- organlzers, the IHH, as having a radical anti-Western
orientation and having prov1ded previous support to Hamas and.
global jlhad elemenits. He said that it: was ¢lear that thére was &@n
effort to "lynch" the soldiers boarding the: one vessel and: the:
soldiers acted in ‘self-defense. He said the IDF would conduct a
"debrlefing“ on the matter and will share it. He said that TIsrzel.
"deeply regretted any losgs of innocent 1life" and noted that ‘the

full plcture will continue to unfold. He called for all to cmbrace.

the positive developments of the past few weeks in the peace
process.

DRST

11. {SBU) The Councml then returned to. consultatlons which wereg .
suspended. to allow: £6x almost thirteen hours of largely bilater
negotlatl'ns_betwb_; the Turkish and U.S. delegatlons on' the text:
of a Pre51dent1al statement (PRST) Shortly after 1:30 a. m. .on
June 1, under the: just-begun Mexican Presidency of the Security
Council for ‘the month of June, ‘the Coiuncil formally adopted the
Presidential. Statement. Begin: text of Securlty Council
Presidential Statement (S/PRST/2010/9) on the recent. incident in
the Eastern Mediterranean:

"The Securlty Council- deeply regrets the 108s of llfe and 1njur1es
resulting from: : : e of fo. : H.MSraell mllltary
operation in 1nternatlonal waters agalnst the convoy salllng to
Gaza. The Council, in this context, condemns those acts which
resulted in the loss -of at least ten c1v111ans and many ‘wounded,,
and expresses: 1ts condolences to their ‘families.

"The Security Council requests the immediate release of the ships:
as well .ag the civilians ‘held by Israel. The Council urges ‘Israel
to permit. full consular access, to allow the countries concerned ito
retrieve their deceased and wounded 1mmed1ately, and to ensureé the:
delivery of himanitarian assistance from the convoy to its
destination. ‘
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"The Security Council takes note of the .statement of the UN

Secretary-General -on the need to have a full investigation. into: thei

matter and it calls. for a prompt, impartial, .credible -and
transparént investigation conforming to international standards:

"The Security Council stresses that the situation in Gaza is not
sustainable. The Council re-empha51zes ‘the importance of the full
implementation of Resolutions 1850 and 1860. In that context, 1t
reiterates its grave concern at the humanltarian situation: in (Gaza
and stresses ‘the need for sustained and regular flow of goods ‘and
people to Gaza as ‘well as unlmpeded provision and distribution of

humanitarian asslstance throughout ‘Gaza.

"The Seciirity Council underscores that the only viableé solution toi

Israeli-Palestinian conflict is an agreement negotiated between. thee

parties and. xre- emphasizes that only a two-State solution, with an
independent and viable Palestinian State 11v1ng side by side in
peace and security with Israel and its other neighbours, could
bring peace to ‘the Fegion.

"The Securlty Council expresses .support for the proximity talks and

voices concern that: this incident took place while the proximity

talks are underway and urges the parties to act with restraint,
avoiding -any unilateral and provocatlve ackions, and all
1nternatlonal partners to promote an atmosphere of cooperatlon
between. the: parties: and throughout the region." End text.
Rice
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FBI WASHINGTON DC IMMEDIATE 0000 {JNCLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTTIA AL STATE 058319

SIPDIS

E.O0. 12958: DECL: 06/04/2020

TAGS: AEMR, ASEC CASC, KFLO, MARR, PREL, PINR, AMGT,
1s, GZ

SUBJECT: MGGZ0L: GAZA FLOTILLA MONITORING. GROUP
SITUATION REPORT NO.10

CLASSIFIED BY: Walter Parrs, Senior Watch Officer,
S/ES-O for: REASON: 1.4 (B) AND (D)

STATUS OF FOREIGN PASSENGERS

1. (U) Three of five remaining injured Turkish
citizens landed in Ankara and two are still. in Israeli
hospitals. (ynetnews.com)

OTHER SHIPS EN ROUTE TO GAZA.

2. (SBU) Embassy. Tel Aviv believes. the Israelis are:
escorting the RACHEL CORRIE. to Ashdod Port, but the
embassy does noet have confirmation. (MGGZOl/Embassy Tel
Aviv e—mall)

3. (SBU) The. Free Gaza Movement says none of 'the
RACHEL. CORRIE‘passengers is an Amerlcan c1tlzen
(MGGZOl/Bureau of Consular Affairs. e-mail)

PALESTINIAN INVESTMENT CONFERENCE

4. (U) Spec1al Envoy for Middle East Peace Mitchell
commented: the flotilla incident should not hamper
progress. on ‘proximity talks, media report. PM Fayyad
had limited involyement in: the conference, but
additional Arab State representation was hlgh. (AL~
Hayat Al-Jadida)

SECURITY UPDATE

5. (U) Paléstinians fired four rockets at. Israel from
Gaza June. 4 without causing injury or damage. (Israel
Radio News)
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| UNCLASSIFIED
ISRAELI RESPONSE

6. (U) Israeli officials deny the government is
resisting pressure to form an investigation committee:.
(Al-Quds)

7. (U) Media report Israel is seeking "new ways" to
allow civilian goods to enter Gaza. PM Netanyahu

promised Quartet Representative Tony Blair, Israel will
ease the blockade but will not allow ships to reach
Gaza. (nytimes.com)

INTERNATIONAL. ORGANIZATIONS

8. (SBU) The Egyptian Chair of the Non-Aligned
Movement (NAM) Goordinating'Bureau,releaSed‘a.statément
condemning the Israeli blockade of Gaza and IDF
actions. (NAM press release)

INTERNATIONAL REACTIONS

9. (C) Turkey 10,000 people held an anti-Israel rally

in Istanbul, and protests likely sponsored by

conservatlve rellglous groups continiie "in Ankara,

Istanbul, and Adana. Media report Turkey will pursue an

ICC investigation seeking damages and claiming Israel ’
lv:.olated_Interna.tl,onal Maritime Law. I ) } Bl

(Ankara B815)

10. (C). Tunisia: Protests headed by the Tunisiam
General Liabor' Union COﬁfinue and have becone
increasingly anti-American. (Tunis 407)

11. (SBU) Pakistan: The government released a
statement thanking Joikdan and Embassy Islamabad for
their work to assure the safety of Pakistani citizens on
the boats. (MGGZ01l/Pakistan desk e-maily)

12. (U) France: The foreign ministry opposes the
mission of the RACHEL CGORRIE and does ‘not plan to pursue
Israel Ffor interdicting the MAVI MARMARA. (Israel Radio
News)

13. (U) Gteece: Assistant FM Droutsas released a
statement condemning IDF actions and supporting ‘the
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lawful activities of NGOs. (MGGZ0l/Embassy Athens e-
mail)

14. (U) Minimized considered.
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UNCLAS ANKARA 000834

SENSITIVE
SIPDIS

E.O0. 12958: N/A
TAGS: PGOV,;. PREL, PHSA, TU, IS
SUBJECT: Turkey: SltRep 9 on Gaza Flotilla; June: 5 2010

REF: 10 ANKARA B15; 10 ANKARA B00; 10 ANKARA 799; 10 ANKARA 779
10 ISTANBUL 203

1. (SBU) Summary. Prime Minister Erdogan admonished Israel, saying
"Thou Shalt Not Kill," and defended Hamas as a group that is
defending its land.

-- Prosecutors are: examining witness testlmony -and : autopsy reports
to determine whether there is a basis to press charges against
Israeli officials.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE o B
REVIEW AUTHORITY: ARCHIE M BOLSTER: UNCLASSIFIED
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U LNGLA ST LIS

-~ The IHH is seeking "martyzr" status: for the deéceased passengérs.
so they will receive additional benefits from the GOT.

-- In Adana, a funeral for one of the passengers drew large crowds
and anti-Isr*ael statements, but no violencé. In Istanbul, the
media fociised on returned wounded passengers, one of whom voiced
support for Hamas. . ' -

-—-TurkishpreligiousMleader Fethullah Gulen: issueéd .a statement
critical of the GOI and the IHH actions in’ the clash. End summary.

GOT Still Smarting, Considering Legal Options

2. (U) Speaking at .a World Environment Day celebration in Xonya: on
June 4, PM Erdogan rebuked Israel's use of' deadly foxrce on the
passengers of the Mavi Marmaris, citing the condemnation in the
sixth of the 0ld Testament's Ten Commandménts: "Thou Shalt Not
Kill"™ in English, Turklsh and Hebrew. Erdogan also said he: did
not rega¥d ‘Hamas: ag a terrorist organization. "They are defending
their land."

3. (U) The press. repo*ted that. the prosecutor in Istanbul’'s
Bakirkoy Office has opened an investigation intoé the attack on the
Mavi Marmarls, Wlth assistance from the prosecutor s office in
Ankara, to determine whether there is: a basis for charges agalnst
Prime Ministér Benjamin Netanyahu, Defense Minister Ehud Barak and,
Chief of Gemeral Staff Gabi Ashkena21 in a Turklsh ‘court. The
prosecutor in Istanbul_plans to use testlmony gathered from wounded
passengers on the THH flotilla. ships and- autopsy reports of ‘the
deceased. U.S. and Turkish citizens as evidence in the case. If
there is sufficient evidénce, the prosecutor could charge the
Israeli officials’ with murder, injury, taking hostages, attacking
Turkish citizens on the open seas, and piracy.

Turks Continue to Mourn, Focus on Flotilla.
4. (U) On.June 4 CNN Turk reported that Yavuz Dede, Vice. Presid

of the IHH, delivered a petition to the Prime Ministry requesting
that the GOT declare the nine people who died on the:Mavi Marmaris

"martyrs." Accord_ng to Turkish law, their status as "martyxs'
would entitle’ their families to welfare- payments, housing
assistance, ahd state scholarships for their children.
Adanacrowds.JPG

5. (SBU) In Adana, the media reported that on June 3 the body ofi

Cetin Topcuoglu -- one of the nine pcople kllled during the Gaza
flotilla incident -- was brought by his w1Fe from Istanbul to
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Adana. A letter written by Topcuoglu to a local radio station
before he jolned the f£lotilla asked for people to pray for him to
become a martyr. After bringing her husband's body from Istanbul
to Adana, Clgdem Topcuoglu said, "Hopefully, we, my son and I,

will take our places in the next flotilla to follow". Topcuoglu s

funeral .on June 4 at the Sabanci Central Mosque in Adana drew
between 30,000-40,000 people, including the provincial pollce
director, governor, menbers of parliament, mayors and other
officials. The ceremony was quiet and non-violent. Several times
demoristrators chanted anti-Israeli slogans biit no anti-American
slogans. The most common chant by the crowd was "The Islamic
movement cannot be stopped." While men made up the majority of the
crowd, there were thousands of women as well almost half of which
were -- unusual for Turkey -- fully veiled in black.

6. (U) In. Istanbul, -the medla interviewed wounded passengers who
were still in. hospltals At least one of the wounded voiced,
solidarity with Hamas and urged Hamas to continue its struggle.
The reporter highlighted ‘that the American citizen who was killed
had five wounds which allegedly were shot from a distance of less
than 45 cm from his body. There are reportedly more than 20
wounded passengers still in hospitals, five in critical condition.
The press reported that two more wounded individuals from the
flotilla:. ived in Turkey today. 2Another funeral will be h'ld,on
the A51an de of the city for a deceased ‘passenger on. June By
protests may follow the funeral. On June 4, a non-violent crowd of
approximately 100 demonstrators marched to w1th1n one kilometer .of
the U.S. Consulate, but did not approach it. The crowd was
reportedly shouting anti- ~-Israel statements and carrying banners and
flags.

7. (U) Renowned Turkish religious leader Fethullah ‘Gulen, who I
in the Unlted States released a statement o the Wall Street
Journal. ‘that CIlthlzed both Israel and the IHH in the flotj la.
incident. ‘Pro-Gulen newspaper Zainzn stressed the importance: oFf
conducting -an. lnternatlonal inyvestigation, and»oplned the forensic
medical exams given to the released volunteers were the first step
in such an 1nvest1gatlon. Other rellglously -affiliated newspapers
emphasized the "martyrdom" of the victims of the attack on theii’
front pages-. :

8. (U) ALl major newspapers, news channels and wire services:
carried the statement by NSC Spokesman Mike Hammer, which said,
among other things, mThe current arrangements [in Gaza] are
unsustainable and must be changed." Turkish media: interpreted thHis
statement to mean "the siege over Gaza cannot be sustained."
JEFFREY

NNNN
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UNCLAS STATE 058397

SENSITIVE
FOR AMB CUNNINGHAM FROM CA A/S JACOBS AND NEA A/S FELTMAN

E.O0. 12858: N/A

TAGS: CASC, IS

SUBJECT: Tel Aviv: Demarche Regarding Death
of/Injuries to U,$. Citizens

REF: TEL AVIV 1224, TEL AVIV 1225

1. (U) This is an action request. See paragraph 2.

2. (SBU) Action Request: The Department requests that

Embassy Tel Aviv approach the .GOI at senior: levels to

seek detidils concern:.ng the spec:l.f:l.c c:chumstancess

surrounding the death of U.S. citizen Furkan Dogan-andv

injuries to U.S. c:.t:l,z.ensl | B6
| | . objectives follow in para 5.

3. (SBU) Background: On May 31, Israeli Naval Forces
(INF) boarded a Turkish-flagged shlp which was part of a

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT -OF STATE
REVIEW AUTHORITY: SHARCN EAHMAD

DATE/CASE ID: 21 SEP 2011 201004163 [jNCLAS SIFIED
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six ship flotilla carrying humanitarian aid to Gaza in IIPIff -ﬁtf‘ i
contravention of an Israeli blockade. Upon boarding, i CLASSIFIED
the GOI claims: the INF were dttacked by passengers

carrying metal rods, axes and sticks. INF officers
responded, resulting in nine fatalities‘gndwmore,thanfBO
wounded among the passengers. One INF officer was. also

seriously wounded:. Among the fatalities was U.S.
citizen, Furkan Dogan; and among the wounded was a
second U.S. citizen, | According to ‘Turkish B6
press reports anhd Mr. Dogan's father, Dogad ‘was shot
four times in theé head and once in the chest. Embassy
Tel Aviv was shown: phétographs. of ‘nine corpseés at the
morgue. None of the photographs indicated ev1dence of’
gunshot wounds to the face. At the ‘time of v1ew1ng,
Embassy Tel Aviv did not have the pictire or identity of
Mr. Dogan and could not compare that to the photographs
shown at the morgue. No USG official, in either Turkey
or Israel, viewed the body of Mr. Dogan because he was
transported to Turkey prior to identification as a U.S.
citizen and was positively identified by his father upon
arrival.

4, (SBU) In a separate incident, U.S. citizen

l lwas injured when she was struck in the face
by a gas: . canister shot at the protesters by Israe11
security forces durlng & protest of ‘the! IDF action
against the flotilla at the Qalandiya checkpoint.

| |lost her eye in this incident.

5. {(U). Objectives:

-- Seek an explanation from. the GOI of: the spec1f1c
circumstances: surroundlng the death of U. S citizen
Fuxkan Dogan, and the 1n3ur1es to U. S. c1t1zens

-- Note that the serlousness of the: 1njur1es 1n these
incidents is of espec1a11y deep concern to the U.s.
Government ;.

-- Reinforce that the safety of U.S. citizens abroad is
one of the highést priorities of the U.S. Governmenty

-- Confirm that the réturn of: Furkan Dogan $ remains to
Turkey w1thout ldentlflcatlon or notice: to the U.S.
Embassy that a U.S. citizen's body was being removed was
because thé GOI was unaware of his identity as an
American citizen;

-- Reinforce that the USG expects a thorough, credible,
and transparent investigation into these incidents. ;

-- Note that we will follow-up to reguest the results
of the investigation.

UNCLASSIFIED
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6. (U) Point of Contact: Post should contact i
S/ACS /NES ' UNCLASSIFIED

CA/OCS/ACS/NESCA Kim Richter at (202) 647-8308 for any
additional biackground or assistance.
CLINTON :
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FBI WASHINGTON DC IMMEDIATE 0000 UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLAS STATE 058418

SENSITIVE
SIPDIS

E.O. 12958: N/A

TAGS: AEMR, ASEC, CASC, KFLO, MARR, DREL, PINR,
AMGT, IS, GZ '

SUBJECT: MGGZ01l: GAZA FLOTILLA :MONITORING GROUP
SITUATION REPORT NO.12

STATUS OF THE RACHEIL CORRIE

1. (U) The IDF boarded the RACHEL CORRIE im
international waters approximateély 20 miles from Gaza. An
Israeli spokeswoman said the boarding was by sea, rather
than by helicopter, and tock just five minutes. (YNET)

2. (U) The RACHEL. CORRIE was towed by two Israeli naval’

vessels and arrived in the port of Ashdod five hours after

the takeover. (AFP)

3. (SBU) The 19 passengers and crew are being held at a
facility ifi. Holon neéar Tel Aviv, accordlng to the: Irish
consul. The consul belleves the- passengers- are prlmarlly
from Ireland, Malay51a, and the Phlllpplnes, one might be
British and one Cuban. Thére weré nd American citizens
aboard. On. June 6, the GORRIE!s passengers ‘and crew will'
be taken t3 the Ben: Gurion Airport ‘detention facility and
offered _mmed;ate repatriation. Those 'who do not accept
will have 72 hours to appeal, and post comments they will
likely be repatrlated at the end of that time.
(MGGZOl/Embassy T€l, Aviv e-mail)
4. (SBU) Israel Radlo repoxrts there are. 500 tons of:
cement on board. Israeli MOD officials arei‘assessing
whether it ¢an be delivéred by ‘the UN. While the
distribution could be done by UN Rellef and Works Agency
or the International Commlttee of the Red Cross, neither
has agreed to do so at the current time, and Hamas has
said it will not ‘permit distribution.
{(MGGZ01/Embassy Tel Aviv e-mail)

INTERNATIONAL. REACTIONS

—— o e Wt e s e e e o
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5. (U) 1Israel: The Israeli Foreign Ministry .said that

Israel would continue to enforce the blockade as long as

Hamas leaders refuse to meet conditions for international
acceptance, including a renunciation of violence and the

recognition .of Israel. (AP) '

6. (U) Turkey: An auntopsy report for the.May 31 victinis
will be sent to the prosecutor's office in' Istanbul in the
next two months to be used as evidence: against Israel in a
possible: court case. (AP)

7. (U) Egypt: President Mubarak has ordered the
passenger terminal with Gaza to open daily, rather than
sporadically. (APR)

8. (U) Malaysia: The Malaysian Foreign Affairs Ministry
issued a press release demanding that Israel ensure the
safety of all activists removed from. the RACHEL CORRIE.
The fore&ign: mlnlster plans to escort the Maldysian
detairiees: 1nvolved in' the May ‘31 raid from Turkey to Kuala
Lumpur June 6. (kln. gov.my)

9. (U) Northern: Treland: Deputy First Minister
McGuinness descrlbed the latest Israeli 1nterventlon as a’
raid and sald; ”The RACHEL CORRIE should have been allowed

to proceed to Gaza without Israeli aggression. This is an
attack on an Irish. flagged vessel and it demands a istrong:
response: by the Irish government." (bbec.co.uk)

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE RESPONDS

10. (U) Representative Kucinich (D-CH) called for
Washington to impose diplomatic and financial consequences
on Israel, citing the importance of maintaining good
relations with Turkey and Irag. He also-called for ‘an

independent 1nvest1gatlon of the incident: (AFP)
PROTESTS
11. (U) UK/Cyprus: The Free Gaza Movement announced it

will relocate: to ILiondon after-clcsing‘ifsprprus
headquarteéers due to the country's décision to ban ‘the
departure of any Gaza- -bound ships. It plans to send: as
many as three more shlps in coming montth_nd veports that
four captains already have volunteered for the missions.
(AP) :

12. (U) Israel: Thousands of Israeli activists marched

UNCLASSIFIED
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in Tel Aviv to protest Israeli pOllCleS, ineluding the
recent raids on Gaza-bound ships. During the ‘Protest, a
smoke grenade was hutrled at protestors outside the Tel:

Aviv Museum, but no -one was injured. (YNET) [JNCLASSIFIED
13. (U) Turkey: Approximately 5000 protestors gathered

in Istanbul for :a demonstration organlzed by the

Foundation for Humanltarlan Relief (IHH), a key organizer

of the fTotllla 1ntercepted ‘on May 31.

(tlmesonl;ne”co uk)

14. (U). UK: The Scottish Palestine: Solldarlty Campalgn
organized :a protest in: Edlnburgh that attracted nearly
3000 people;, 1nclud1ng ‘2 May 31 raid survivor. The
captain of the RACHETL CORRIE is Scottish. (bbc.co.uk)

15. (U) UK: Thousands of protestors in London marched
from Downing Street: to the Israeli Embassy.
(timesoriline.eo. uk)

15. (U) Sweden: Swedish dockworkers are launching a
blockade of. Israeli ships and goods from June 15 to 24.
(AD)

17. (U) Minimized considered.

CLINTON
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SUBJECT: MGGZ01l: GAZA FLOTILLA MONITORING GROUPD
SITUATION REPORT NO.13-

STATUS ‘OF M/V RACHEL CORRIE DETAINED PASSENGERS AND CREW

1. (SBU) Israel has deported. or will deport the
passengers and crew of the M/V RACHEL CORRIE. One UK
cltlzen, one: Cuban; and six Malay31ans have: already

left; oné Filipino.and five Irish citizens: are scheduled.

to  leave: by‘Jﬁne 7. (MGGZOl/Embassy Tel Aviv telcon)

INTERNATIONAT, REACTION

2. (SBU) Iran: Adcording to the semi-official Mehr
news: agency, Ali. ShlraZl, Supreme Lieader Khamenel S
Revolutlonary Guard: Corps representative, said its:
forces are ready ‘to.provide a mllltary escort to cargo
ships seeking to break Israel's Gaza blockade.
(Reuters)

ISRAELI REACTIONS

3. (SBU) ‘ambassador to: the: United States,
Michael Or on Fox News Sunday that Israel will
reject an 1nternatlona1 commission. to .study its commando
raid on. a Gaza-bound aid ship: in which nlne,pro—
Palestinian activists were killed, saylng WWe‘are'

rejecting :an. 1nternatlonal ‘commission. We are dlscu551ng
with the Obama adm1n1stratlon a way in whlch.our inquisy’

will take place.' (Reuters)

4, (SBU) The Israe11 Defense Forces: stated that six of
the act1v1sts aboard the MYV MAVT MARMARA Have links to
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Hamas ox Islamlc thad accordlng to the media.  Two of
the six are identified ‘as Anmerican citizens:

NCIASSIFIED

|
| According to Embassy Tel Aviv, éa¢h has left
Israel. '
(MGGZ01/Embassy Tel. Aviv telcon, Ha .arétzi')':

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE RESPONDS

5. (SBU) Representatlve Sarbanes: (D—MD) released. a
statement Jiine 4 ‘noting that it is possible that:
"de11ver1ng humanltarlan ald to ‘the: residents of Gaza
was .not theaprlmary objective ‘of those P otlng the MAVI
MARMARAM™ :and “that: - "the perSLStence of theaMAVI MARMARA
in seeking’ to bréach the blockade was 1ntended to
provoke a c¢lash with Israe11 Defense Forces '
(Blgnews,blz, Rep. Sarbanes' Press Release

6. (U) Minimized considered.
CLINTON

NNNN
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SUBJECT: ISRAEL MEDIA ‘REACTION

e e o T i "~ S oo T g | e o e o i S ot ot i o o

HaQaretz reported that PM Benjamln:Netanyahu opposes: Ui N Secretary
General Bian Kl—moon si proposal Eor an‘ g ernatlona1 1nvest1gat"ve
committee into the: Free Gaza Flotllla affalr Netanyahu has not,
off1c1ally rejected the ‘proposal, but people close to; hin say he i3

studylng other optlons. Medla reported t at Netanyahu and most

w1th,a n: ,
Biden, French PreSLdent Nlcolas Sarkoz
Stephen Harper; G mrgiaanMﬁNv’ ' : ,
Tony Blair. Net 72 ;empha51zed durlng these conversatlons,»“
has since the proposal.was first made, that Istael acted in
self-defense just like any other country would if faced with: ‘the
threat of’thoﬁsande of missiles and rockets. The media quoted
Michael Oren; Israel’ Ambassador ‘to Washlngton as' saying-on: ‘the;
U.s. TV program " ox?News Sunday " QWe,are"rejectlng an
internatiocnal commission. We are discissing with the Obama
administ¥ration a way in ‘which our 1nqu'ry w1ll take place i M
reported ‘that: Pre51dent Obama is urging Netanyahu to decide quickly.
HaQaretz quoted an Israeli off1c1a1 as: saying earlier in. Jerusauem
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that Ban Ki-moon had suggested estdblishing -a panel  that would beé
headed by former New Zealand PM Geoffrey Palmer and include:
representatlves from Turkey, Israel; and ‘the U.s. The Jerus T
Post reported that ‘the Foreign Ministry is recommending that the
Government- qulckly agree to an 1nvest1gatlon ‘méchanism so as to
knock the issile out of the deadlines.

HaQaretz reported that the U.S. Embassy in Israel has .demanded an

investigation into how ‘American Citizen Emily Hénochowicz lost Her
eye last week at the Qalandiyah checkpoint after being struck by a
tear gas 'grenade: ' .

Electronic media reported that early this morning IDF ‘commandoe's
thwarted a terrorist attack in the vicinity .0f the Gaza Strip:.

Three Palestiniansvwereukilled and four were wounded. In a separate:

incident,'Israel Radio reported that IDF forces killed three’
Palestinians who were about to launch a rocket into Israel.

The media reported that yesterday the Turkish daily Hurriyet
published photographs :showing that Israeli naval commandos Were:
taken belowdecks durlng last weekQs raid of the Mavi Marmara. Ihe=
Israeli media said that this is consi tent with the Israel Navas
claim that some- Qf“the Passengers on. the ship: tried to kldnap ‘three:
commandos. Theé: Israsli media reported that activists in the
flotilla sent radio messages saying: QGo back to ‘AuschwitzQ and
Oremember 9/11.

Yediot reépotted that Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadimejad, Syrian’
President Hafez Assad, .and P.A. President 'Mahnoud Abbas will: Bé:
among reglonal leaders convening in Istanbul starting: today in an
effort to isolate Israel

The Jerusalem Post reported that yesterday visiting U.S. Deputy
Secretary of the Treasury Neal S. Wolin told reporters that Israele
economy will weather the international furor ‘over the IDF raid on
the £lotilla:

cr1t1c121ng the handllng of the rald last week of the Mavi Marmsza.
The letter, the signatories of which a¥e all patrol boat commanders
at the rank of lietitenant or lieutenant commander; calls for the
establlshment of an external inquiry commi ttee into the 1ncadent
The letter represents the first publlc expression of criticism of

the way the incident was handled from w1th1n ‘the -IDF.

Media reported thatlfamlly and friends of Gilad Shalit plead Wi A
the Government not: to lift the blockade ‘on Gaza The media reporte
that the IDF has otrdered its soldiers and officers not to travel to

UNCLASSIFIED

CLASSIFIED

StateDept0426



Turkey. Media reported that a group of Israelis intends to: create : ‘a.

peaceful flotllla :and make it circle the two parts of Cyprus..
Israel Radio reported that yesterday in ILds Angeles thousands iof -

people attended a pro- Israel rally led by Galiférnia GovernorsArnoAdf

Schwarzenegger. O” the other hand; 6,000 people ‘gathered 1n‘T_;
Aviv on Saturday nlght ‘to protest 43 yvears of IsraelQs occupation 0f:
the West Bank, and a government that organizers said is erownlng
Israel.

Yediot cited the British weekly The Sunday Times as sayng that

Turkey is con51der1ng closing an Israell intélligence: base; in
eastern Turkey that: has been monltorlng mllltary act1v1ty dn Iran
HaQaretz c1ted s > =
recent ap01ntmen . of Hakan Fldan as. the head of Turkest ntlonal
intelligence organlzatlon (MIT). . HaQaretzsays that together w1th
the Turkish PM and FM, Fdan orchestrated an intentional change in,
relatins between Israel and Turkey

Flectronic media eported that this morning the KnessetQs House
Comittee deprlved Arab Knesset Member Hanin Zoabi (National
Democratic, Assembly: Q Balad) of three of her perlleges 1nclud1ng
her diplomitic passport., Zoabi had part1c1pated in the Freé Gaza)
Flotilla. )

HaQaretz and Maariv cited the potentlal app01ntment of = new Israeli
ambassador to: the U.N. HaQaretz reported that Dan Gillerman, who:
held the position ‘in the past; declined to take up the post .once
again. Mazariv reported that M Av1gdor Llebermaan choice for: the
post is Bar-Ilan University Law Professor Yaffa Sllberschatz.

HaQaretz ‘réported that: South Korea has downgraded: the visit .of
President. Shimon Peres. to the country folloW1ng ‘the Free Gaza.
FlotillaQs debacle.

Most media quoted Helen Thomas, a veteran member of the White Holse
Press Corps, as saying that the Jews must Qget the hell out of
Palestine} and Qgo: homeQ to Germany: or Poland.

The medla reported that the Israell sat1r1cal groust QWe Con the?

UNCLASSIFIED

LASSIFIED

StateDept0427



I. QA Call for Reason UNCL ASSIFIED

The conservative;.independent Jerusalem Post opined in a special,
page-one &ditorial (6/7): QThe campaign to demonize Israel is belng
most energe ,cal}yyghampionedj-unsurpr-singlyi' ¥ nation's;,
organlzatlons and dindividuals that make no secret of the fact g

they seek IsraelQs destruction. But,it'is'being;facilitated inygooai
part because of’a growing disinclinatiOn among those who know beﬁter

framework of moral tenablllty and legltlmacy In this context the
United States has a critical part to play. ‘It has been a credlble
and dependable ally of Israel through 1nnumerable past. crlses, and:
it is wvital that the Obama administration. play that central role( o
again today. It is vital, most of ally that ‘the U.§,

malntenance of IsraelOs capacity to protect 1tself aga1nstzthose~wwo:

seek its ellm1natlon.... We cannot in good -conscience do nothing..
And we invite you, amid what in some guarters. is developing’ 1nto
anti-Israel hysteria; to add your voice to our call for the U.S. to
lead the way along the path of reason.

I¥. QReach an Understanding with the United States

Senior columnv”tﬁ Veéteran journalist, ;and telev151on anchor Dan
Margalit. wrote: im the independent Israel Hayom (6/7) QIn: the
current 51tuatlon Israele foremost 1nterest 1s to try to reacb an

of the legltlmate actlon agalnst the flotllla It would’lnde d.. b
advisable to seek EuropeOs participation. It is known that: thevA ab
world supports [actlons agalnst extremlsts], but that 1t i ’ g

the U.S: would represent the cllmax of the
concluszon of: the move: of concéssions.

III. OQLonging for a Leader

Senior columnist Nahum: Barnea wrote on page one of the
mass-circulation, pluralist Yediot Ahdroriot. (67/7): ONetanyahu lives
in a state of repre551on As in: the West rn Wall tunnel events
his previous term, now too he did: not realize . '_” ¢
go. He did not ask himself what Erdogan ‘wo ld do, ‘how ‘T ey w
react to:the takeover of a Turkish ship: by; sraeli commandos:.
did not a@sk ‘himself ‘what the reaction would: be of governments who
had respected citizens on board. He was so complacent that he dld
not leave anyone from his bureau in Israel as a contact pekxson,
despite the fact that he kney the operation would be carried out:
during his stay abroad, prior to a meeting with the U.S. President:
And then, when the damage has been done, he . backs: .down. all_the way:
He announces that. the Turks on the Shlp are al-Qaida. agents‘butyw.¢
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sends them home, as heroes, without fully questioning them. He: UNCLASSIFIED

‘eases the blockade:on}GaZa. He consents td international

part1c1patlon in the investigation and then changes his mlnd He

deludes himself that things will be fine: soon Obama will begln his:
election .season, and then he will be defeated and weakened.  AIL
Israel has to do i8 lower its héad until the ‘storm passes: K

A

would take the: 1n1t1at1ve into his own hands, replace Lleberman;w_hh

[Finance: Mlnlster Yuval] Steinitz or Ylsrael Beiteinu with: Kadima;
take steps. that would 'strengthen the Palestinian AuthorltyOs
sovereignty in the West Bank, remove: the blockade from. Gaza, whiéh
has mainly harmed ‘Israel until now; and prepare for a new age: . in the
ties with Turkey But as of now, Israel has mno leader, and. it has
no leadership:.

IV. QBreaking Out: of the Siege

The indeperident, left leanlng Ha'aretz editorialized (6/6)
Q[Following the outbreak of the Frée Gaza Flotllla affamr] Prime
Minister Benjamln Netanyahu, in his usual manner, rushed to raise
the specter of the Iranian threat along with the adage that the:
owhole word is against us.Q Instead of locating the fire scorchlng
the dlplomatlc relations we built up: with such effort, Netanyahu is:
Follow1ng 1n the footsteps of hls ostrac;zed Forelgn Mlnlstg

,1ege agalnst c1v111ans 1n Gaza are. essentlal

If Israel is to bzeak
out of the 1nternatlonal 51ege and strateglc catastrophe it now
faces, it ilirgently: needs a different policy.

V. QThe Mask Has Fallen

Military correspondent: Alex Fishman: wrote in ‘the. mass- c1rculat1
pluralist ‘Yédiot :Aharonot (6/6): QThe Turkish: government o
precisely who was on board the Marmara. Had it ‘wanted to px
violent clash‘ it icould have and should have: whlspered somethljg
into an Israeli ear. But it wantéed the provocatlon. And riow Istael
is looking into the personal—commerc1al relationship between the
company, which owns the Shlp, and Erdogan . Israel more than merelyl
suspects: that Brdogan contrlbuted to the flotilla an asset: he
partially owns. Those facts arenQt going to change Israele pub ic.
image in the world. But the citizens of Israel need,,o know that

the stumbles and the ef¥rors that were .made here in dealing with. thea

flotlllaéare'not the principal reason for Israele polltlcal
distress. Turkey took the' liberty of taking this kind of
provocative action because Israel has lost, to a great extent, the-
political protection of the United States_‘,Furthermore, Turkey ‘has

identified the fact that the interests maintained by the current
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U.S. administration in'Turkey~are far more powerful than the UINCGLADBOLI LS

administrationQs interests in Israel. This is the product of a:
shift in the United StatesQ global policy' that was 1ntrodnce&~by “£he
Obama admlnlstratlon. It is no 001n01dence that the Mossad Director
said last week' that it was. becoming a llablllty instead :of’ an: asset.
to thHe cirrent US administration. And worst of all, ‘the Tgrks
understand, as do the Syrians, that the ally, IsraelQs principal
political support, is becoming weaker.

VI. QPride, Not Weakness

Liberal columnist Yael Paz QMelamed wrote -on page one of :ithe
popular, plurallst,Maarlv {(6/7): QWhat is left [of the Freeée ‘Gaza
Flotilla affair] is also pride -- Israeli pride, in theé .good sense.
of the word: ®#And it is difficult to explain it in words, only in:
gut feelings, but these harsh images do not. project helplessness.
2And even had we not known the outcome, we could guess it edsily.
Because these mercenaries, or whoever they were, did not have a
chance against the Naval Commando combatants: Not because of their
strength and the professionalism, because that is clear. Because:
whoever puts terrorists on a QpeaceQ flotilla and takes pictures of
them, with open énjoyment, covered with blood -- will ultimately be
covered By: their blood.

VII. OWho Is: Afraid of a Muslim Tu-_r-k‘ey?

Foreign News Edltor Shay Ilan wrote: im Maarlv (6/7) QNostalgla for
Ottoman colonlallsm is not necessarlly a negative thlng Many
people have sent ha the fact that Turkey was one of the first:
countries. visited by ‘Obama represented a. seal of approval for.
Erdogaan Qneo-Ottomanlsm Q Thus, Israel does not conftl‘

Iran. But thls doeant mean that Israel cannot take advantageu
this trend, provided ‘it does not react to it angrily.

VIII. OTurkey Also Has What to Lose over the Gaza Flotilla Affair

Diplomatic correspondent Herb Keinon wrote in Theé Jerusalem. POoSt
(6/7): Q[Turklsh Prime Minister Recep Tayylp] Erdogaan ‘caustic

cr1t1c1sm of ‘Israel is: d01ng noth1ng, accordlng to dlplomatlc
officials, to settle the unease 1ns;4e European. 1nst tuti
NATO concernlng Turkest direction.

chose: -~ be used as leverage over ‘Ankara to get the Turkish
government to pull back and turn down the heat before a fire erupts
that is certainly detrimental to Israel, but would also. burn Turkey.
It will be interesting to watch in the coming days whether Israel
morxe and more opénrly 1mp11cates the Turkish government in
responSLblllty for planning, organizing and ‘carrying. out: ‘the -
flotilla initiative. Some diplomatic offlc;als thihk that this 1s &

UNCLASSIFIED

StateDept0430



new aggressive tack that Israel should take. The idea is not to. lJIﬂ(;LuAfSSlflkﬂ)
match. Erdogaan vitriolic rhetoric, but rather to just expose the
degree to which the Turkish government -~ which says it wants tofbe;
a part of Europe and a Qbridge builderQ between East and West -- 'was
involved in last weekQs disastrous events. ‘Up until nhow, Is¥ael ‘has:
been extremely carefdl not to respond to Erdogaan bittexr

‘tongue- lashlngs in kind. Yet there are . other ways;, ‘beyond gettlng
into a megaphone screaming: match w1th Erdogan, for Israel to react
the place the Turkish government had in this whole story is not.
something that will likely zdd to TurkeyQs luster in the E. .U., NATO:
or -=- for ‘that matter -- in Washlngton.'

IX. OQODangerous Incitement

Ha'aretz editorialized (67/7): QOf all the damage .done- by the botched
takeoveéer of the Mavi Marmara, one aspect is particularly seriou:
the further .erosion of the reiatlonshlp between the State of
and its Arab c1tlzens, and between Jews ahd Arabs. in Israel in
general. While decisions were made concerning the flotilla to Gaza;
the Prime Minister, his ministers and his spokesmen knew that: on
board the Mayvi Marmara were a number of Arab Israeli public figures,
ineluding a Kn&sset member and a political-¥eligious leadez.
However, ‘they. took no particular pPrecautions. Apparently; no voice:
of reason was: heard asking that Knesset: Member Hanin Zoab ’
Sheikh Raed Salah not be turned into heroes ' But. the inti
and incitement: agalnst them were even 'mére .egredious. . Arab:
citizens may be the direct victims of government pollcy and: the
atmosphere . ‘the Knesset, but all of soc1ety will pay the. prlce ‘of
the devastatlon that will result.

rael..
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