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From Intellipedia

(SBU) According to Turkish press sources, at
approx1mately 4:30 a.m. on 31 May 2010, the Israeli
military allegedly-landed soldiers on the deck of the
Turkish flagged ship "Blue Marmara", while it'was in
international waters, between 69 and 70 miles from.
Israel's shore. The ship was part of the Turkish NGO
Humanitdrian Aid Foundation (IHH) flotilla
attempting to rcach Gaza and allcgedly deliver
humanitarian supplies. The latest press reports.indicate
that shots were fired on the ship and somewhere
between 10.and 16 people were killed. Israel Prime
Ministry Spokesman Gendelman said that there were
firearms, knives and batons on the ship, and that fire
was opened against the Israeli-soldiers. Gendelman
reported that between cight and ten soldiers were
wounded, some in serious condition. t
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B1

International media coverage
Main article: International inedia coverage of the Gaza flotilla clash
Reactions

Main article: International reactions-to the Gaza flotilla elash

GAZA FLOTILLA REACTION; WEST
BANK/GAZA/JERUSALEM. 31 MAY 2010

(SBU) Protestactivities. rumbled on in the Gaza Strip-in the-aftermath of Isragl's mterdxctmn of the “Free
Gaza" flotilla, but none took place on a large scale.| Hescnbc,d an dtmosphere: of B6
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uncertainty, apathy, and depression. One suggested that many Gazans resented what: they saw as

international gestures in support of Hamas, and that they saw the flotilla in that light. The Gazan

delegation to the Palestine Investment Conference (PIC) in Bethlehem has; despite reservations given

the current situation, decided to try to attend. | ldescnbed President Abbas's B6
determination not to let Hamas and the Muslim Brotherhood capitalize on the current situation. Post has
identified and located the Amcit described in reftel as having been: injured while participating in 4

‘demonstration in the West Bank. (8]

‘Gaza Reactions

(SBU)| |described calls for protests being made
through:all available forms of media in-Gaza durmcr the day on May 31. This included: (Hamas—
controlled) radio and television stations as well as the loudspeaker systems of mosques. While some
demonstrations were held by Hamas, there were no large rallies. A large demonstration is expected to be
called tomorrow (June 1).

(SBU}):Hamas earlier in the day on May 31 called for a three-day strike in the Palestinian Territories, but
has not so far enforced it, even in Gaza. Some stores closed, but others remained open, according to '
Gaza-based contacts reached by phone. Contacts described merchants as waiting to see-what direction
prices of goods will take:

(SBU) Gaza-based contacts described the atmosphere in Gaza as very tense. One compared it o that at
‘the beginningof [sraeli combat operations against Hathas in December 2008. Another commented that
thereisno longer unity during moments of crisis. In the past, this contact said,, Palestini uld come
‘together 16 protest Isracli-actions. Now, he said, many-in.Gaza are staying home, watchm events
develop.on television, and wondering what will happen next. -

(SBU) A few Gaza-based contacts suggested that the apparent lack of enthusiasm for protests, reflected
scant hopé for the future in Gaza, especially regarding an international response to-the current situation.
Some conveyed a sense of letdown after Hamas had built up anticipation for the: ﬂotxllas amval with
laniterns set upto welcome it to the port of Gaza.

(SBU) One Gaza-based contact, speaking to Post prior to the flotilla's mterdxctxon, noted that:while
‘Gazans widely welcomed any attempts to lift the Israeli "siege" on Gaza, they saw ke the:
"Free Gazd" flotilla as intended to support only Hamasand its beneficiaries. Many ] :
Hamas for the ongoing immiseration of Gaza and the continued division of the PaleSUman Temtones,
he said, and consequently resented international gestures of support for Hamas, like: (as ‘many saw-it) the
flotilla.

Gazans Will Still Try to Attend PIC

(SBU)| Irepor'ted that the Gaza delegation fo the Ju
reconsidering its attendance. The contact described uncertainty as to. whetlier'the Erez crossmg between
Istacl'and the Gaza Strip would be open, what actions Flamas would take, and what thé perception
would be of Gazan business leaders running off to an international investment confetence the day after
the flotilla-incident. '
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8(SBU)1 |notified Post on the evening of May 31 thatthe 25-member B6
committeg formed to coordinate Gazan pamcxpanon in the PIC finally agreed to patticipaté inithe PIC as
ongmally planned

Further Official Palestinian Reactions

(SBU) A senior Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) official told Post that: Presiderit:Abbas told a
joint May 31 meeting of the PLO's Executive Committec and the Fatah Central Commniittee that the.
Palgstinian Authority (PA) was reaching out to others - mcludmg the USG, UN 4t opean Union -
for support.. It was also doing the utmost to.contain the situation so-that'the Palesnmans could "stay the
course.” Abbas had noted strict instructions to PA security forcesnot to condone any violence by
Palestinians or allow frictions with Israeli security forces in the West Bank, according to the:senior PLO
official.

(SBU) The senior PLO official said that President Abbas told meeting attendees the PA should work to
ensure that the strike'announced by Hamas for tomorrow (June 1) was not. honored '
general, the senior PLO official said, Abbas and the PA were doing everything po Ay
and. the:Muslim Brotherhood the opportunity to capitalize on the:situation. That. said; the P could not
block initiatives being pushed by others regarding the flotilla incident at the. UN Secunty ‘Council or the
Arab League, the senior PLO official said. He added that Abbas had received a telephone: call from
Turkish Prime Minister Erdogan and President Gul,-and had told them that hé would: see them in
Istanbul as scheduled on his way to Washington next week.

(U) At a signing ceremony-for the Northern Gaza Emergency Sewage. Treatment project on: the
_aftemoon of May 31 ane Mlmster Payyad spoke bneﬂy of the ﬂoulla 1nc1dent Referring t

American Citizens

(SBU) Post has identified and located the Amcit described in reftel as having been mjured wthe
participating in a demonstration in the West Bank. The Amcit-was one of approximate ]
demonstrators at the Qalandiya checkpoint protesting the interdiction of the flotilla on:May: 3L She was
reportedly hit by a tear gas canister fired by Israel Defense Forces: personnel and subsequently ‘taken to
i hospital in Jerusalem. Conoffs will attempt to visit her on June 1.

Comment

(SBUY Concerns that the interdiction of the flotilla might spark broad-based violent protests: in East
Jerusalem appear to have subsided somewhat, with Israeli news media reports during the:evening’ of
May 31 regarding the situation of Ra'ed Salah, head of the Islamic Movement in Israc “Northerh Branch.
According to the latest reports, Salah, a flotilla passenger, was not in fact senously mJured,‘durmg the
Israeli naval operation, as earlier reports alleged.

GOI RESPONSE TO GAZA FLOTILLA INC"
2010

DENT, 31 MAY

UNCLASSIFIED
http://www.intelink.sgov.gov/wiki/2010_Gaza_flotilla_clash 11/9/2011

StateDept01124



. 2010-Gaza flotilta clash - Intellipedia  UNCLASSIFIED Page 60f 18

(SBU) During several May 31 press conferences.and briefs to- the diplomatic corps; Israeli-officials
stressed thiat the GOL was "sorry:for any loss of life," but that responsibility for the-Gaza:flotilla incident
lies entirely in the hands of the flotilla"s organizers. According to GOL officials, the GOI'made every
attempt to persuade flotilla organizers to unload its cargo of himanitarian suppliesiin’ the Israeli port.of
Ashdod, wherein it would be sent to Gaza across land border crossings following IDF-inspection.
Accordingto GOI and IDF officials, Gaza fiotilla activists rejected all such overtures, "!eaﬂy stating
their intention to break the IDF"s naval blockade. GOI officials cldim that IDF comm‘i dos were met
with "exireme violence" by activists on one of the six flotilla ships. The GOI claims IDF:commandos
had no choice but to "respond in kind" in self-defense. Casualty.numbers remainsubjectto
‘confirmation, but the Israeli MOD estimated 10:fatalities and 36'wounded, ten ofw e Israeli
comimandos. IDF officials argue that under International Humanitarian Law the IDE ¢an boatd any
vessel mtendmg to break its naval blockade, which is Jusnﬁed dueto the GOI's ongomg armed conflict

with Hamas, (%

Deputy Foreign Minister Brief

(SBU) Deputy Foreign Minister Danny. Ayalon held a press conference to reg1$ter the
reaction in response to the IDF interdiction of the Gaza flotilla during:the early motning
31. ‘Ayalon'said that the GOI was "sorry for any loss of life.” He:added, however,; thatithe: Gazaflotilla
was nota humanitarian mission. Ayalon said the GOI offered to help transfer the flotilia” sreported
10,000 tons of humanitarian supplies to the Gaza Strip through official land border crossings "but that
Gaza flotilla activists had refused the-offer. Instead, Ayalon indicated that Gaza flotilla-officials said
their iritent-was to "break the blockade” on Gaza " and - was therefore not a humanitarian‘mission.

have causes "mote bloodshed.” Ayalon smd the movement's orgamzers dxd nothe
peacefully follow them to Ashdod. He said that at least two pistols that were ﬁre, ) nmandos
were found on board one of the ships, and that no sovercign country would have tolerate .:-such viclénce.
(SBU) Ayalon called on aIl countries involved to do "everything in their power™ to cal'm‘“t‘_he situation
and bring it to a peaceful end. He noted that the Turkish NGO THH that organized theflotilla was well-
known tomaintain ties with Hamas, and was only interested in provoking a violent.confrontation.

Brief to Foreign Ambassadors , -

(SBU) In a later'brief to foreign ambassadors, MFA Director General Yossi Gal'and: IDF Director of
Strategic Coordination COL Assaf Orion noted that the identification of dead and wounded Gaza flotilla
participants would take some time. They noted that the MFA would reach-out proactively to foreign
embassies once identification of participants had been completed, although it was not clear howlong the
process.of identification would take. :

(SBU) Gal and COL Orion indicated that all fatalities/injuries occurred on board the;ship: ,
Marmara " COL ‘Orion noted that acnvxsts armed w1tb kmves and metal bars’ ) "a'ra'aWére

toek ﬁre,arms from the IDF boardmg party COL Onon sa;d one IDF co_mmando w_ IS Ne; :“,illy:‘ﬁéate'ii to
death with-a metal bar.
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(SBU) COL Orion said the interdiction took place in international waters. He said the. GOI asserted the
legal right to intercept the flotilla in international waters due to the military blockade in:place as a result
of the armed conflict between Israel and Hamas.

MOD Brief

(SBU) During a subsequent press conference, Defense Minister Barak said the GOI- was:".sorry about the
results," but that responsibility lies solely in the hands of the Gaza flotilla orgamzers ‘He:said that the

- GOI had asked the organizers to headto Ashdod and send its humanitarian supplies to-Gaza following
IDF security checks, but that such calls were rejected.

(SBU) Barak indicated that IDF commandos had been attacked- during the:takeover.of one. of the flotilla
ships. During the incident, IDF commandos used anti-riot gear and live fire against the fotilla activists
who had used violence.

(SBU) Barak said he had spoken to Turkish ofﬁmals as well as President Peres .and:Prime Mirister
Netanyahu; who'is: currcmly in Canada. Barak noted that there is no starvation or humanitarian-crisis in
Gaza. The area is controlled by Hamas, an organization Barak said was arming itself with rockets to
harm and that have harmed Israel. He said it was for this reason that the GOI stands by its- nght to
inspect any ships approaching Gaza.

(SBU) Barak said Israel will act with determination to protect its .sovereignty. He desc
NGO 1HH that organized the flotilla:as a "violent organization that has nothing:to umanitarian
aid" whose intended purpose was to break the blockade of Gaza. Barak called on all ' ¢ountries involved
“to rémain: calm, and for Arab states and P’ﬂestmlans not to allow this mmdent tor dlsrupt;omggmg

_ proximity talks.

ibed the Turkish

(SBU) IDF Chief of the General Staff LTG Ashkenazi stated that the IDF interdiction intended'to thwart
an attempt to bring contraband into Gaza. He said that the events that transpired on the IHH-owried
Marmara were unique from events on the other five flotilla ships. LTG Ashkenazi said IDF commandos
had been ordered to use restraint, but faced "extreme violence" as they boarded the Marmara. Some 1DF
¢omimandos were wounded by gunshots and stabbings. Such violence: necessitated self-defense " he
noted'that at least.ten activists were killed, and several dozens wounded.

(SBU) IDF Navy Commander Vice Admiral Eliezer Marom added that IDF- commandozs "had no
choice buit to respond in kind" to the violence they faced " the situation could have been worse if the IDF
commandos had not acted with restraint. He noted that all wounded activists were treated by Israeli
soldiers on board the Marmara, and airlified to Israeli hospitals.

35 Brief

' (SBU) IDF J5 Strategic Division Chief Bri gadxer General Yossi Heymann indicated that the IDF
operation‘was still on-going; two-of the six flotilla ships had been brought to Ashdod, including: the
Challenger I. BG Heymann said that all other ships " including the Mavi Marmara -- would be brought
into.Ashdod later the evening of May 31. He said that 10-14 activists had been seriously killed or
injured, with another 30 moderately wounded. BG Heymann noted that- ten IDF commandos had been
wounded including onc with serious and one with moderate wounds.
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(SBU)BG Heymann said the interdiction occurred approximately 70.nautical miles from: the coastlme
Based on the:laws of armed conflict, BG Heymann said a country party t6.a conflict na z
a‘naval blockade to. prevent ships from entering or etmng its territory or ‘territorial watérs
-the GOI"s ongoing conflict with Hamas, and said International Law permits the-capture of ships, either
hostileor neutral, that scek to breach a naval blockade: BG Heymann said a maritime vessel may be
boarded prior to entering the area under naval blockade if there are reasonable groundsto'believe that
the vessel intends to.breach the blockade.

Overall Security Situation

(SBU) Israsli press reports that the Israeli Police and Prison Service were placed on the highest state of -
alert: foliowmg news of the violent interdiction. Following a joint evaluation: conducted by Initernal

. Security Minister Yitzhak Aharonoviich and Police Commissioner Dudi Cohen, the Isragli police will
block certain roads and routes, including the Wadi Ara and Temple Mount area. The Tsraeli NSC"s
Counterterrorism Bureau issued a warning to all Israeli citizens traveling in Turkey to-remain in place
and monitor developments instead of attempting to depart Turkey -at this time.

GAZA FLOTILLA MONITORING GROUP SETUA’EE_'
REPORT #2. 31 MAY 2010

STATUS OF AMERICAN CITIZENS

N

(SBU) Embassy Tel Aviv has not yet made contact with any of the AmCits, though, the MFA. should
provide consular access the morning of June 1. [1o]

(SBU) Only half of the passengers on the MA VI MARMARA were identified and. some riames were
provxded tothe MFA. .

(SBU) A former U.S. ambassador aboard one of the ships seized is reportedly fine arid o'  his way home,
likely to arrive in NYC on June 1, his wife said. Edward Peck, 81, of Chevy Chase, Md., was a former
U.S. ambassador to Mauritania, (MGGZO]/Embassy Tel Aviv e-mail)

UN SECURITY COUNCIL RESCLUTION UPDATE

(SBU) USUN teports that a draft text is citculating amongst a'small group - Lebanion, Turkey; and
United States - but it was leaked by Turkey or Lebanon to the Tsraelis and Palestinians, c cating:
negotiations. Turkey wants a Presidential Statement. USUN seeks to negotiate the language ,m"the text
and SC consultations remain suspended. (MGGZ01/USUN ‘e-mail)

U.S. STATEMENT TO UNSC

(SBU) Deputy PermRep Wolff addressed an emergency session of the UNSC:stating: that the Umted
States is "deeply disturbed by the recent violence and regrets the:tragic-loss-of' life )
among those involved.” Wolff noted that "we are working to ascertain the facts! and that
States.expects.a "credible and transparent investigation.” Wolff reiterated the: United States is.concerned

UNCLASSIFIED
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about the situation in Gaza and we continue to engage’ with Igrael to address the fun'rénge of
humanitarian andrecovery needs and this situation underscores.need to:move:ahead with: negotxatmns
‘that can lead to a comprehensive peace in the region. (MGGZOI/USUN e-mail),

QUARTET STATEMENT

(SBU) Following a Quartet envoys' conference call and interagency concurrence, a- draft:statement ‘was
circulated for review. The Quartet plans to issue the statement after a second envo, '
'0900:EDT June 1. The draft statement mirrors Deputy PermRep Woltfs earlier ¢6
UNSC and'alsomotes that the onty viable solution 1o the conflict is: ‘negotiations. betweenm. e paxtxes
towird realization:of the two- state solution. (MGGZ01/SEMEP-e-mail)

GAZA FLOTILLA MONITORING GROUP SITUATION
REPORT #1. 31 MAY 2010 |

STATUS OF AMERICAN CITIZENS INVOLVED

(SBU) ‘Nine:Amcits, including two journalists, were reportedly onboard the first two:ships to:dock in the
Israeli port of Ashdod; three are scheduled to be deported from Ben Gurion Airportithe morning of June
‘1. The remaining individuals are held at a detention facility near Beer Sheeva. The MFA will provide

consularaccessto Ameits the moming of June 1. (Ops/Embassy Tel Aviy e-maﬂ) [ir

(SBU) One Amcit reportedly received minor injurics.and ‘was treated at’ Barzilay Hospital, but was not
aboard. the Turkish vessel, MAVI MARMARA, where conﬁ*ontatmns with the IDF occurred
(Ops/Embassy: Tel Aviv e-mail)

(SBU) The MFA presumes a number of unaccounted Amcits are on the MAVI MARMA] A, which Has
yet to dock. (Ops/Embassy Tel Aviv e-mail)

(SBU) The dead have been taken to a forensic lab, but it may be several hours before they areiddentified.
(Ops/Embassy Tel Aviv e-mail)

TURKEY APPEALS TO THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL

(SBU) Turkish Foreign Minister Davutoglu said Israel treated mtematzona] ‘aid workers as: "combatants,
and"the' peace: process has been suffocated by a single act of aggression.” Turkcy is:seeking a UNSC
Presidential Statement demanding: Isracl apologize to/countries and individuals harmied:ir
an "urgent inquiry"” be conducted by the UN; international legal action against: those res po b]
immediate repatriation of the dead and wounded; delivery of all ship cargo to Gaza; an end to“the Gaza
blockade. (Ops/Embassy Tel Aviv e-maﬂ)

GAZA REACTION
(SBU) Hamas called for a three-day strike in the Palestinian Tefritories, but has not-so: fareniforced it,

evenin‘Gaza. Embassy contacts suggest the apparent Jack of enthusiasm-for protests reflected scant.
hope for the future in Gaza, especially regarding the international response to-thi¢ current: Situation.
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Others, however, saw initiatives like the "Free Gaza" flotilla as intended to support only: Hanigs and its
beneficiaries. (Jerusalem 922)

SitRep 4 on [HH Flotilla, 31 MAY 2010

(SBU)| Jtold Post that its website cartyingithe U.S. statement B6
regarding the intervention by the Israeli Military on the Humanitarian Aid Foundation: (IHH) flotilla has

received over 250,000 hits so far today. The statement, "The United States deeply regrets theé 1oss.of life

and injuries sustained,-and is currently working to undesstand the circumstances surrounding:this:

tragedy" was run with other intemational condemnations of the intervention, 12

(SBU) Press reports of the protest in Istanbul's Taksim Square estimated the group niumberéd over
10,000. The.group was prepared with printed banners telling Israel to leave the ships-along, and
appeared well organized. Protestors burned Israeli flags and chanted anti-Isracli slogans.

(SBU) Post's RSO office received confirmation from the MFA that it sent a cable to:all, secumy postsin
Turkey. authorizing any needed additional security for both Israeli and U.S. installations. Post requested
and received additional coverage in. Ankara. The shouts of protestors could be heard fromithe Embassy
compound.

(U)-Anti-Israeli-attacks may increase. Accordmg to Anatolia News Agency, a: Turklsh lawyer who is:
vallegedly a member of IHH was charged with assaulting an Isracli athlete competinginthe inaugural
Cycling Tour of Trakya in Tekirdag on May 31. The assailant enteredthe race: ‘track fo try 1o punchi the
vcychst but was stopped by the police after the cyclist managed to escape-the first swing.. ‘There:are'seven
Israeli cyclists competing in the tour. Turkish press reported the Government of’ Israel "has.advised its
‘titizens to-avoid travel o Turkey and instructed those already there to keep alow: proﬁle and avoid
crowded downtown areas.”

SitRep 3 on THEH Flotilla. 31 MAY 2010

(SBU) At 1500 Ambassador Jeffrey and other ambassadors from UN Security-Council member:states
were briefed by'the MFA regatding the intervention by the Israeli Military on the Humamtanan A]d

Foundation (IHH) flotilla. Following this, the MFA briefed other groups.of ambassadors. fron
‘Orgamzatmn of the Islamic Council member states, (2) EU member states, and (.)) all othcr sta,tes All

mémber states réceived the same briefing. (131

(SBU) The MFA confirmed that FM Davutoglu is going to New York with the purpose of‘addressmg
the UN-Security Council today. The Ministry put particular emphasis on calling the ititervention a:"gross
violation of international law," handing out maps to emphasize the location of the intervention: They
placed the intervention at 64 nautical miles from the northeast corner of Israel’s blockade‘arga.of Gaza,
which covers 20 square nautical miles from the coastline. The Ministry stressed that it reserves its: rights
under international law, that this "grave" action should not go without a résponse; and that a responsc to
the intervention is the responsibility of the entire international community.

UNCLASSIFIED
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(SBU) The Ministry also stressed that Israel bears the responsibility for the: mtervenuon, which involved
an attack on.innocent civilians -- including women, children and the elderly — who were on:a
humanitarian mission. While Turkey has withdrawn its Ambassador to Israel for consulta ;. 1ts ﬁrst
pnonty is to. determine the whereabouts and identity of the passengers who-were Killed
action, and it would like ail of the passengers returned to Turkey as soon as possible.:(Note:
W1ﬂ1drawmg fhe ambassador for consultations is less dramatic than recalling him, and does not
necessarily require a résponse from the GOI. End note.)

(SBU) The Ministiy estimated that the Turkish registered ship that was boarded the Mavxv'Mannans,
carried 560 passengers not counting the crew. The majority of those passengers (353):were Turks,
-thcugh there wére also citizens from 43 other nations including Algeria (33: passengers), Jordari; (31), ‘the
UK. (28), between 10-20 passengers from Malaysia, Indonesia, and Kuwait, respectively; and 3 Us
citizens.

SitRep 2 on IHH Fiotilla. 31 MAY 2010

(SBU) In response to the intervention by the Israeli Military on the Humanitarian Ald"Fou"damon (IHH)
flotilla, the MFA announced it will recall its ambassador 1o Israel, Oguz Celikkol, 2n
military exercises it had planned Wwith Israel. [t will also recall the Turkish Youth Nat il
beforeit plays its scheduled match., The press reported that PM Erdogan cut hi ‘
short and will retirn to Turkey today, while FM Ahmet Davutoglu is on his‘wayito-Nes
that:the UN Security Council meet in an emergency session to discuss the infervention’ today
Ambassador Jeffrey: has been summoned to the MFA' today, ‘with other Secunty ‘Council Ambassadors,
to hear the GOT position on the. emergency session. Acting Prime Minister Bulent Azinc said thatithe
intervention will bé a "black stain in human history,” and urged Israel to lift'the blockade agamst Gaza
so that humanitarian aid may rcach Gaza. Arinc equated the intervention in international-waters -with an
act of piracy, although he ruled out: scndmg Turkish naval forces to the region:for: theitlme‘bemg
President Gul condemned the attack, saying that Israel "deeply wounded” the internation
conscierice, He urged Israeli officials to bring an-end to the developments,: and: urged urksito act vmh
restraint. Turkish Grand National Assembly Speaker Mehmet Ali Sahin said: that the parfiament.may

issue a condemnau_on declaration. 114

(SBU) Protests agdmst the intervention contiriued, In [stanbul, a crowd of protesters: that had been
dispersed from the Israeli Consulate moved towards Taksim Square, in the city cente Themedxa

reported that the crowd was steadily building in size, to between 5,000-10, 000 peopl 210
press teports, many of the protesters are carrying Turkish and Palestinian ﬂag,s, dre cha ns
dénpimcing Israel, and are reciting prayers in Arabic. The media reportsithatd of the nt:16:dead
were Turkish, and that all of them were killed onone Turkish ship, has inflamed: passions h res
pictures of the intervention have shown Israeli soldiers pointing rifles next to-Turkish: ﬂags

(SBU) In Adana, a number of people gathered in front of the U.S. Consu)ate for a peaceful protest. The
Consulate local guard force estimated there were 500-700 people while the Turkish National Police
(TNP) estimated there wete close to 4,000. The group laid a black wreath in frontof ‘th consulate, said.
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the U.S. is-an invading country, and dispersed. The TNP cooperated very well with: security; staff,-and
sent nearly all of their branch chiefs as well as the Security Director.

(SBU) Turkish préess réporied that because of the: mterventmn Greece canceled an air force exercise with
Israel'and canceled the visit of the Greek Air Force Commander, planned for June 1.4 ccordmg to the
press; the Greek MFA said they have not received any information about the welfare 4.Greeks
that had joined the flotilla, and protests outside the Israeli Embassy in Athens were:planned for May 31

and June 1.

SitRep 1 on Humanitarian Aid Foundation Flotilla, 31 MAY
2010

(SBU) According to Turkish press sources, at approximately 4:30 a.m, on May 31, the [staeli mili
allegedly landed soldiers on the deck of the Turkish flagged ship "Blue Marmara", while it was in
international waters, between 69 and 70 miles from Israel's shore. T, he-ship was part.of fhie Turkish NGO
Humanitarian Aid Foundation (IHH) flotilla attempting to reach Gaza and allegedly deliver
humanitarian supplies. The latest press reports indicate that shots were fired on the shiip-and somewhere
between 10°and. 16 people were killed. Israel Prime Ministry Spokesman Gendelman said'thatthere were
firearms, knives and batons on the ship, and that fire was opened against the Tsraeli soldiers. Gendelman
reported that between eight and ten soldiers were wounded, some in serious conditiori:t2*

{SBU) So far-the press has not identified any Americans among the victims. AccordingtoiAl Jazeera
TV, 9 of the dead are Turkish citizens. According to the Associated Press, IHH Offi sial Omer Faruk
Korkmaz reported.that Israeli soldiers are taking the ship to Haifa. IHH Headquarters_{’ Istanbul also
reported that they -have lost radio contact with the flotilla. The Turkish press reported that the Israeli
military jammed the flotilla's radio communication starting at 3:30 a.m. Israeli’ televisionistations have
reported-that the wounded -- civilians and soldiers -- were transferred to hospitals in Ashkelon. Turkish
television stations reported that preparations are underway to detain some civilians:in: pnsons

(SBU) Following the intervention, the Prime Ministry established a crisis task force 1o; follow events
after 7:00'a.m. Depiity PM Bulent Arinc, Interior Minister Besir Atalay, Prime- Mmlstry ndersecrétary
Efgan Ala, and Turkish General Staff Operations: Commander General Mehmet: Erozare fgl,lomng the:
issue. The Turkish MFA released a strong statement that condemned the attack and protested the:use of
force by the Israeli Defense Forces against the civilians on the flotilla, who were from. many- .countries
and wanted to transport humanitarian assistance 1o the people in Gaza. It pomted out that there were.
women and children among the passengers, and that they had received reports:so-fari
intervention had caused 2 deaths and more than 30 people to be injured. It said Israel ha
clearly-demonstrated that it does not value human lives and peaceful initiatives through;
innocent civilians." Calling the intervention an “inhuman act,” it said the incident; which: took place on
the high seas in a gross violation of intemational law, "might cause irreversible consequenées in our.
relations.” It said that the Embassy in Tel Aviv would conduct initiatives to protést the: event, and that
the incident is'being "strongly protested” in Ankara, while an explanation from the Israe; 'Ambassador
in Ankara has been demanded at the Ministry. It said the actions against civilians' conducnng peaceful
activitics -- whatever:their motives -- were unacceptable and that Israel will haveto bearithe:
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consequences of the.actions, which constitute a violation of international law. In. closmg the statement
said "May God bestow: His mercy upon those who lost their lives. We wish to express c)ur ondolences
to the bereaved families of the deceased, and swift recovery to the wounded.”

(SBU):MFA Undersecretary Feridun Sinirlioglu told the Ambassador that he personally could not
understand how the intetvention could have happened. He and others were working with the Israelis, he
admitted, and they thought that they had a solution to keep everythmg under-control. He stressed-as well
that there will be consequences to the intervention, He emphasxzed that Turks are outraged that the
Israelis acted when the ships were 69 miles from Gaza, in international waters. He intimated that ' a
solution’ miglit have beeri possible, or at least more understanding, were the ships:intércet ;
had thought they would be -~ closer to Gaza. The Ambassador stressed the need fo:
Israeli diplomaticestablishments from crowds of protesters in Turkey, and urged ca
until all of the facts were in. Sinirlioglu in turn urged for us to-ask Washington to say. somethmg crmcal
about this operation, indicating that this would help, although the Ambassador.did not: tespond to the
request. -

(SBU) Israel's. Ambassador to Tu.rkey, Gaby Levi, told: the Ambassador that whﬂe he'had ]becn

Cevikoz. spoke to Ambassador Lovi for 20 mmutcs and in addition‘to condemmng the attack,;'he‘urged
Israel to send the passengers and wounded to Turkey immediately. Cevikoz also reminded Tevi that
Turkey preserves.all its rights-stemming from international law. The Turkish press also: reported that'the
visit of an Israeli tourist ship to-Alanya port today was cancelled.

(SBU) There were protests in several cities Turkey agamst Israeh and U S mstallatm is: Mediaoutlets

to mterfere whﬂe Palesuman Pre51dent Abbas termed the attack as massacre" and declar 'hi'jce‘-fda_ys
of mourning.

(51 | T ] =
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TURKEY WORKING TO STOP GAZA AID FLOTILL.
HOPEFUL ABOUT SUCCESS. 21 MAY 2010

©)
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(SBU) Sinirlioglu told the Ambassador that the IHH flagship will. depart Istanbul May 22-on:a two-day
voyage to the southern Turkish port city of ‘Antalya, where it will board more passengers: From Antalya,
it will proceed to arally point off Cyprus, where it will form up the flotilla with shlps sponsered by

“ other European NGOs. From Cyprus, the flotilla will proceed towards the Gaza coast-and its:likely
confrontation with the IDF. 4

IHH SHIP TO DEPART ISTANBUL FOR GAZA FLOTILLA
ON MAY 22, U.S. CITIZENS MAY BOARD. 20 MAY: 2010

(S

U.S. CITIZENS MAY JOIN FLOTILLA FROM TURKEY

(C}

ONBOARD MEDIA TO REPORT FLOTILLA'S EFFORTS:

©
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CARGO TO CONTAIN BUILDING MATERIAL, MEDICINE, MEDICAL
EQUIPMENT

©)

COMMENT
(©)

ISRAELI OFFICIALS PLAN TO BLOCK "FREE GAZA"
FLOTILLA. 13 MAY 2010

(SBU) The self-proclaimed "Free Gaza Movement" is planning ta run.a flotilla of. shlps*j rrving:
humanitarian-supplies 1o Gaza'in an effort to "break the blockade” of Gaza (reftels):: -website
says: that the "Freedom Flotilla" is the result of a collaboration between the Turkish fium nghts
‘'organization THH; Europegan Campaign to End the Siege of Gaza, the Perdana Global Peace
Organization from Malaysia, the Greek and Swedish Ship to Gaza campaigns; -and the Intemational
Coalition for Lifting the Siege on Gaza. The ships-are tentatively scheduled to-approach Gaza on or

about May 25. 191 ‘
©|
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Chirp Feed (U)

v ‘matthew.c.boric: Blog post on Ayman Al-Zawahiri (al—Qanda) audio messag reSponse to
‘Gaza Flotilla Clash: http [www.intelink.sgov.gov/go/c4ZT5d (August 19,2 1)

B clarkp Did anyone else cateh. that there was only violence on one of the five mterdncted
ships in the #flotilla incident? (June 01,2010 15:07)

= bouttjp: (U) Russian Foreign Ministry calls for impartial investigation of flotilla incident
http:/fwww.intelink.sgov. covloo/dTeJAF (June 01,2010 10:11)

n bouttjp: (SBU) Protest activitics rumbled on in the Gaza Strip.in the aftermath of the Gaza
fiotilla-clash: http://www.intelink.sgovi.gov/go/qRyegd (June 01, 201010: 08) '
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