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Coleman, Charmaine (DRL) _ ' /55:9

From: I l B6
Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 7-44 PM
To: Gordion, Philip H; Feitman Jefirey D; Cunningham, James B; Jeffrey, James F; Slevers, Marc
J. Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group: Kaldanow, Ting S; Bally, Jess L; Marsh, Denise M;
L S;Himan Douglas A Ross Dennis B. BB
Co: Hale, David M; Gonnelly, Maura; Sullivan, Jacob 3
Sublect: RE: MFA on cabinet mesting

+ Dennis Ross

Ef“fjd:d not commit on the timetable for release of those deemed suspects by the Attornepg
General, The number was unknown but was estimated at lower than 55 (clearly not all of these
are Yurks, however}. The Israelis were clear with us that those under the AG's authority
would only be released subject %o lepgal proceedings, which they hﬂped would go guickly, but
could not promise. Based on what! reported (directly after spesking with the PM),
POTUS was able to tell Erdogan that the deportatioch process was beginning 1mmznent1y and the
Isreslis intended it to proceed quickly, -although some pelitical and legsl issues remained in
soie cases. He also asked for patience.

----- Original Messapge-----

From: Gordon, Philip H [mailto:GordonPH@state.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2016 7:33 PM

To: Feltman, Jeffrey D; Cunningham, James B; Jeffrey, James F; Sievers, Marc ); Gaza Flotilla
Monitoring Group; Keidanow, Tina S; Baily, Jess .L; Marsh, Dénise M; Sherwcod-Randall,
Elizabeth D.; Brink, Bridget A.; 5illiman, Douglas A

Cc: Hale, David M; Connelly, Maura; Sullivan, Jacob 1; Shapiro, Daniel B.

Subject: RE: MFA on cabinet meeting

8BS

This email is UNCLASSIFIED

~~~~~ Original Message-----
From: Feltman, Jeffrey b
Sent: Tuesday, June 81, 2810 7:14 PM
To: Gor‘don, Philip H; Cunningham, James B; Jeffrey, James F; sievers, Marc 3 Gaza Flotillas
g Group: Kaidanow. Tipa S: | Jess L: Marsh, Denise M; - | ‘B
5illiman, Douglas A

Cc: Hale, David M; Connelly, Maura
Subject: RE: MFA on cabinet meeting

L |fjust called with the following:

~~ There are 673 total detainees from the Gaza flotilla.

-~ Of those, 118 will be deported via Josdan.

-~ 58 are being expelled vis the sirport, having signed a consent form,

-~ 120 others will be sent out via the airport "shortly.”

~- Israel is "heping to make the deadline” for releasing Turks, with the deadline being the
11 a.m. Wednesday Turkish security council meeting.

-~ Three Lebanese are being deported directly via Ras Nagoura.

~- 55 of various nationalities are wounded. The wounded are heing treated as suspects in
the attacks on the IDF by the Israelis, The Attorney General needs to rule on what to do

1
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'Qith these 55. Israelis may want to bring court cases against these, which argues against a
quick release. But these are in the hands of the Attorney General.

Jeffrey Feltman

Assistant Secretary

Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs
Pepartment of State
262-647-7289

----- Original Message-----

From: Gerdon, Philip H

Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2818 4:35 PM

To: Cunningbam, James B; Jeffrey, James F; Sievers, Marc 3; Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group;
aidanow, Tina S: Baily, Jess L; Marsh, Denise M; | '

[K Silliman, Douglas A

Cc: Hale, David M; Connelly, Maura
Subject: RE: MF& on cabinet meeting

Davutolgu very clear today that they wahted all of the passengers out, unconditionally. If
all not permitted to leave many others would refuse to leave. Important to get commitment on
getting all out or big trouble shead.

This email is UNCLASSIFIED

From: Cunningham, James B
Sent: Tuesday, June 81, 2019 4:28 PM

To: Jeffrey, James Fj Slevers, Marc J1; Gazs Flotilla Manitorin Group; Gordon, Philip H;
aid . Tina $; Baily, Jess L; Marsh, Denise M;
f L silliman, Douglas A

Cc: Hale, David #; Connelly, Maura
Subject: Re: MFA on cabinet meeting

Mfa readout might not square with what | |told me., T think they will try

to find a way to get most of the turkish out soon, and all in the near future. Faid
lis tasked to get the deportations working, We'll follow to see if they c8f Wake it

work. He said decision was tec get the Turks back.

Sent from my BlackBerry '

————— Original Message --«--

From: Jeffrey, James F

To: Sievers, Marc 1; Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group; Gorden, Philip H; Kaidahow, Tina §;

#aily, Jess L; Marsh, Denise M; 'elizabeth_d._sherwood-randall@nsc.eop.gov’
<elizabeth_d._sherwood-randall@nsc.eop.gov>; 'bbrink@nsc.eop,gov’ <bbrink@nsc.eop.gov>;
$illiman, Douglas A

Cc: Cunningham, James B; Hale, David M; Connelly, Maura

Sent: Tue Jun @1 23:2¢:42 2810 ‘
Subject! Re: MFA on cabinet meeting ' BS
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wwwww briginal Message -----

From: Slevers, Marc J

To: Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group

Cc: Cunningham, James B; Hale, Dasvid M; Connelly, Maura
Sent: Tue Jun @1 23:68:22 2010

Subject: MFA on cabinet meeting

f jcalled me to update on deportation authority.

‘ Cabinet decided 1t has authority To expediie departure of all detainees not suspected of

‘ attacking Israeli militery personnel. This apparently covers all those in detention in Beer
Sheva, They will still be asked to sign release form, but oral request to leave Israel will

be accepted.

Cabinet decided, however, to support police request to detain for possible investigation and

perhaps prosecution those who are suspected of attacking Isrdell milifary. He said this

means basically all the wounded currently in hospitals and a swall numbet of those in Beer

sheva will be held at least for a few more days while Attorney General decides how to

procesd, it's not clear yet whether they will put any of them on trial. I noted this would
scuttle understanding reached with Turks about evacuating Turkish wounded. He sald that was

i correct.
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[RELEASED IN PART 1.4(B),B1,1.4(D},NR) 37 5
Logg, Cristina A
From: Kim, Yurid _
Sent: Tuesday, Qclober 18, 2011 1:37 AM
To: Ricoiardone, Francis J; Ankara-EXEC
Subject: - FW: Tel Aviv Cable: Israel] | Syrias! NR
Turkey!

For AMB's read file pls.

This document is SECRET/NQFORN when separated from SECRET/NOFORN attachmenti(s).

Sonsitivity: Sensitive

Ctassification: SECRET/NOFORN

Derived From: Derived from previous messags.
Declagsify Om: 2038/10M18

Fromn: Howard, Jeremiah H

Sent: Monday, October 17, 2011 %:05 PM _

To: Baily, Jess L; Kim, Yuri ); Stafford, Edward G; Fernandes, Anthony C; Letvin, John C

Subject: Tel Aviv Cabie:] ISyria;] | Turkey! NR

SECRET/NOFORN

RN: 11 TEL AVIV 1221

DatefDTG: Ot 17, 2011 /1712102 OCT 11

From: AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV

Action: WASHDC, SECSTATE ROUTINE

E.O.: 13526

TAGS: PREL, PTER, MOPS, KISL, EG, TU, IS

Captions: | NOFORN

Reference:; A) 11 TEL AVIV 1207

Subject: NSS Senior Director Simon Engages the GOl on Egypt, Syria, Turkey

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: $haron Ahmad, Senior Reviewer]
1. {8) Summary: On October 4, vigiting NSS Senior Director Stéven Simon
told senior GOI interlocutors | |
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1.4(D)
B1 |
Israeli-Egyptian Relations
2. (¢ ] NR

-

{
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NR
Syria
6. {s)]
Turkey
1.4(B)
. 48 1.4D)
B1
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1.4(D)

B1

L NR

10. (1) NsS Senior Director 8imon cleared this nessage.

Minimize considered.

MINIMIZE CONSIDERED
Signature: Shapho
Classified By: Name: Danig)- Shapiro, Title: Ambassador
Reason: 1.4.{a), {6}, ()
Deciassify On: 2036110117
Drafted By: TEL AVIV:Bemns, David B
Cleared By: POL:Eussen, Matthew M
EEB/ESC/EC/ENR: Monosson, Daniglle H
POL:Levin, Jan X .
POL:Silverman, Robert )
EXEC:Goldberger, Thomas H
NS5:58imon ‘
DAQ:TCwril
Approved By: EXEC:Shapira, Daniel B {Tel Aviv)
Released By: TEL AVIV:Berns, David B
Info: WHITE HOUSE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL WASHINGTON DC RouTivg; CAIRO,
AMEMBASSY rourivg, DAMASCUS, AMEMBASSY ROUTINE; ANKARA, AMEMBASSY
ROUTINE .
Attachments: Metadata.dat
Action Post:
Dissemination Rute: Released Copy
SECRET/NOFORN
This document is SECRET/NOFORN when separated from SECRET/NOFORN attachment(s).
Sensitivity: Sensitive
Classification: SECRET/MNOFORN
Derived From: Darived from previcus message.
Declassify On: 203610117
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The Global Q8A - June 22, 2011
distributed. by P

Teit us what you thinik - we welcome your comments and feedback at PDBriefingBook@state.gov.

= For the latest updates. and region-specific content, visit the PD Bricfing Book site*

[PuBLic DipLomacY
Briefing '
\Book 4

Yo visit the site, click on the button above or paste the URL
(https://connect.infocentral state.gov/travel_briefs/global-brief/) into your browser.

June 22, 2611

Go to (topics highlighted in Bt contaiir new content):
I7ad o
3

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Archie Bolster, Senior Reviewer]

Detainees
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(back {o top)
IRAQ

Iraq Message _ .

: v President Obama ~ “Going forward, a transitional force of U.S. troops will remain in Iraq with a

| . different mission: advising and assisting Iraq’s Security Forces, supporting Tragi troops in targeted

counterterrorism missions, and protecting our civilians. Consistent with our agreement with the

\ Iraqi government, all U.S. wroops will leave by the end of next year. As our military draws down,

: our dedicated civilians — diplomats, aid workers, and advisors — are moving into the lead to support
Iraq as it strengthens its government, resolves political disputes, resettles those displaced by war,
and builds ties with the region and the world.” (08/31/10) (read transcript)

‘ v President Obama — “Even as we transition to an Iragi lead and bring our troops home, our

‘ commitment to the Iraqi people endures. We will continue to advise and assist Iraqi security
forces, who are already responsible for security in most of the country. And a strong. American

' civilian presence will help Iragis forge political and economic progress. This will not be a simple
task, but this is what success looks like; an’Iraq that provides no haven io terrorists; a democratic
Iraq that is sovereign and stable and self-reliant.” (05/22/10) (read transcript)

v Vice President Biden — “[This] administration is absolutely committed to a successful, stable,
representative, and just Iraq. And we are committed to building an enduring partnership between

' Iraq and the United States... As President Obama made clear last year, we will end our combat

| mission of our troops this summer and draw down our forces in compliance with the U.S.-Iraqgi

| security agreement. But even as we draw down our military... we will ramp up our political, -
diplomatic, and economic engagement with Iraq.” {01/23/10) (read transcript)

Irag Q&A _
' ?}We the U.5. and raq hiave reached an agreement regarding the settlement of claims of 18]

ictims of the Saddam Hussein regime%
E,Eﬁ’orts by the 1.S: and Iraq to settle longstanding claims of U.S. nationals who were vichms of th
Saddam Hussein regime were brought to conelusion on June 21 in accordance with the U.5.-Jra
(laims Settlement Agreement that was signed on September 2, 2010, The settloment is designed.
provide fair compensafion for American nationals who were prisoners ‘of war, hostages, and huma
ields diring the first Gulf War and U.S, servicemen who wire injured in the, 1987 dttack on the
S Stark, and 16 confirm Traq’s immunity.in U.§. eouts in connegtion with such claims
7"The resolution of these claims is the product of séveral'years,ofhiard work ard careful hegotintio
etween the govérnménts-of the U.S. and Iraq, It represents a significant ste iri Traa*s efforts't
V_pesolve outstanding claims arising, from actions of the previous regime
¥ The Department of State will now establish procedures through which eligible U.S. ma\gi'mnall‘s'wiiﬁJ
bé able to-apply for compensatin for their claims. This may inglude the referral -of Some claims
Claims Settlement Commission for adjudication. (State Department press statemen

Could you comment on U.S. efforis to promate a better business environment in Iraq?

v The U.S. government believes strongly that expanding economic opportunity is as essential as
building democratic institutions. In particular, it’s very important for people going through the
changes that are sweeping the region to believe and to see that democracy delivers,

Content drawn from guidance materials previously cleared by the State Department 2
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v We see loo few Americain companies alongside our soldiers and our diplomats. Iraqis are looking
to rebuild every sector of their economy, not only their oil sector but agribusiness, transportation,
housing, banking, and many others.

¥ There are still significant security challenges, bottlenecks in infrastructure, unclear regulations,
and, unfortunately; corruption. But as our Iragi colleagues will tell you, they are working hard to
inake it:easier to do business in Iraq for Iragis and foreign investors alike.

v Each company will make its own decisions about the costs and benefits, but we want lo go on
record unequivocally in encouraging American business to begin that process, and we will do
everything we can to support you in it. Our embassies and consulates will be hubs that support
commercigl activity in every region of Iraq. The State Department will work hard to champion
American companies, USAID, Treasury, the Departments of Energy and Agriculture, OPIC, Ex-
Im, and many other agencies have unique and proven experience that we can bring to the table.

v Ambassador Jeffrey is working hard to establish an American Chamber of Commerce in Iraq,
which would be another powerful advocate.

v Ultimately these decisions arc up to the Iraqi people: the léadets of the govemment, the leaders of

' industry, and, of course, Iragi men and women who want that better future. (Remarks by Secretary
Clinton, 06/03/11)
v Facl Sheet: Doing Business in Iraq (06/03/11)

Can you provide details on the Departmeni’s plan to hire security contractors in Iraq?

v The safety of U.S. government personnel is of primary importance. For years, our diplomats have
served admirably in challenging environments.

_ v In Itaq, we have operated successtully in inultiplé areas with Diplomatic Security (DS) personnel

] and private secusity contractors (PSCs) since. 2004, We have. high confidence that our capable
security professionals will continue to provide a safe and secure platform to suppart U.S. foreign
policy in Iraq.

v As the military draws down, the Department is implementing its civilian increase in Irag, As the
Departinent of Defense has done in Iraq, the Department will rely on the use of contractors for a
miltitude of functions. We use contractors in contingency operations to fill a surge capacity and
when it is cost-efficient, as opposed to building up permanent, U.S. direct-hire staff.

v At most of our diplomatic facilities world-wide, the guard force staff is comprised of local
nationals, and our diplomats live on the local economy. As the security environment improves, we
will transition to a.more traditional mode of operation.

v The Department takes contract oversight responsibilities seriously, and has worked to enhance
aversight of PSCs, For the DS Worldwide Protective Services contract, DS has increased staffing
to more than 200 direct-hire personnel to oversee the contract and its task orders, and to ensure

; contract compliance by approximately 5,100 contract employees currently expected to be working

| in Iraq after the transition.

¥ We-are confident that, in close coordination and cooperation with the U.S. military and the

. Government of Irag, we will carry out a successful transition beyond 2011 while maintaining

! security for our pérsonnei. .

! v The U.S. and Iraq are rebalan¢ing the relationship while we remain committed 1o a comprehensive
partnership — based on the Strategic Framework Agreement — that will broaden the emphasis on
political, economic, environmental, technological and cultural cooperation, while also expanding
on suiccess in the realm of security that was the focus of recent years. (Press Guidance, 06/10/11)

The content contained here is also available on the PD Briefing Book site.
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(back to top)
IRAN

Iran Message
¥ Secretary Clinton —*“The prospect of a nuclear-armed Iran concerns us all. And to address that
{hreat, together we have pursued a dual-track approach of engagement and pressure, aimed at
encouraging Iran's leaders to change course. The draft resolution agreed to by all of our P-5+1
partners and circulated at the Security Council sends a clear message (o the Iranian leadership: Live
up to your obligation, or face growing isolation and consequences. As we continue to cooperate in
New York, the burden is on Iran to demonstrate through its actions that it will uphold its
responsibility.” (05/21/10) (read transcript)
¥ National Security Advisor Jones —“Iran’s continued defiance of its international obligations on
jis nuclear progtam and its support of terrorism represents a significant regional and global threat.
A nucléar-armed [ran could transform the landscape of the Middle East, precipitating & nuclear
arms race, dramatically increasing the prospect and danger of local conflicts, fatally wounding the
global non-proliferation regime, and emboldening the terrorists and extremists who threaten the
United States and our allies. Therefore, we are now workihg actively with allies and partners to
‘ increase the-costs of Iran’s continued failure to live up 10 its international obligations. This
} includes a U.N. Security Council sanctions resolution.” (04/21/10) (read transcript)

: Iran Q&A

| TEG e R, Radtm G remp e ot g I vl L -

2 T s pandm ot o atmmesd e apdnife wirso s cREbem g
Sy ais Tefliviio camtiies o ¢y 0N Stemiy Coimsl) ((NSGR it tofockuaie

. s e il (ST el o quissls e nallogfes amo vkl it
EhdhpicToPanpeanleglanist ccenSEVglaunchiusesitechnolos: Tohnuclcarcapablejballisticimissile
e odn apasiauonioriISecurtieounciiResolutionf 1920

k7 W W ey oo Sk classlly witdh eifmend prsrop o cdios naitib ddmmat
it Wedke figm v bl dih dt iyt e NG I imutos commiizs

(Breas GuLIanceRUG/ oAl

Can you comment on reports of violence against Iranian protestors marking the second
anniversary of the country’s contested election? : ‘
v We have seen reports thal a heavier-than-usual number of security forces were deployed to break
| up protestors, and that they arrésted many of them and used tear gas and batons to disperse them.
v We were also deeply saddened to leam of the death of jailed political activist and journalist Hoda
Saber after a hunger-strike in protest of fellow activist Haleh Sahabi's death on June 1..It is a stark
reminder that, two years after the first large-scale crackdown on peaceful protestors in the region,
ikie Iranian government has not changed tactics. [t continues to jail, torture, and brutally repress
those Tranian citizens who demand justice, accountability ffom their government, and their
universal human rights, .
’ v We again mourn all the:victims of this repression, and express our deepest tondolences to their
families and friends. We call on'the international community to renew gur resolve to stand with
citizens who yearnto be free and to exercise their universal rights. We stand join all people of

Content drawn from guidance mateials previously cleared by the State Department 4
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conscience.around the world in condemning the viclence of these regimes. (Press Guidance,
' 06/13/11) '

What is the U.S. response to UN Security Council’s extension of the Iran Panel of Experts’

mandate for another twelve months?

v The.United States strongly supports the Iran Panel of Experts and we are pleased the Security
Couicil voted td tenew its mandate on June 9.

v UN sanctions panels are well-established and independent tools to improve implementation of UN
sanctions. The Iran Pane) of Experts has given the Council and its Iran Sanctions Committee
independent, professional, seasoned advice on how to do just.that.

: v In light of Iran’$ ongoing noncompliance, and lian’s Jatest announcemeht that it iritends to install
centrifuges in Qom and to triple its production of nearly 20% low enriched uranium (LEU}), the
international community must come together urgently to strengthen enforcement ofthese sanctions.

v Full implementation of the provisions contained in the Council’s resolutions will send a powerful
signal to Iran's decision makers, as well as constrain Iran's ability to continue its proliferation
sensitive activities..

v We hope the Security Council will release the Panel’s final report soon so that other countries can
benefit from-the Panel's findings and recommendations. The Panel conducted excellent
investigative work and we strongly support its findings. We commend the Panel’s professionialism,
methodological rigor and high standards. (Press Guidance, 06/10/11)

Could you comment on efforts to hold Iranian human vights abusers accountabic?

v Nearly two-years after Iran’s brave citizens took to the sfreets, the strugple for civil hibérties and
fundamental.rights continues. On June 9, the U.S. sanctioned thre¢ Iranian government entities
complicit'in the ongoing brutal repression — the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, the Basij
Resistance Force, and Iran’s Law Enforcement Forces (LLEF) —as well as LEF Commander Ismail
Ahmadi Moghadam.,

¥ While Iran’s leaders hypocritically applaud protestérs abroad calling for self-determination, many
of Iran’s dwn citizens — including founding members of the revolution — are being held as political
prisoners merely for holding views contrary to Iran’s leaders. Iranians are being executed for
crimes based on dubious charges and without the due process guaranteed under Iran’s constitution,
‘Religious and cthnic minorities are intimidated and imprisoned, while women’s rights activists,

i human rights defenders, clerics, and labor leaders are targeted for retribution for seeking human

rights for themselves and other Iranian citizens. By barring:many of [ran’s most accomplished

| artists, journatists, and academics from working, and forcing many to flee their homeland, the

franian government restricts the space where free thought and expression can flourish.

v The United States stanids with zl Iranians who wish for a goversment.that respects their human
rights, their dignity and:their freedom, and we call on the Jranian govemment to end its systematic

' human rights abuses and political hypocrisy. (Remarks by Secretary Clinton, 06/09/11)

v This action blocks, or freezes, the property and interests in property of designated persons or
designated entities. U.S: persons are prohibited from engaging i transactions involving the persons
or entities, All designees and members of designated entities are subject to a travel ban by.

: ¥ As we continue to collect additional information and evidence, and as new events unfold in Iran,

' ' we anticipate that additional individuals will be designated. (Press Guidance, 06/09/11)

' ¥ Fact Sheet: Sanctions Against Iranian Human Righits Abusers (06/09/11)

The content contained here is also avallable on the PD Briefing Book site.
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{back to top}
MIDDLE EAST PEACE

Israel/Palesiine Message

v President Obama — “The Uriited States believes that negotiations should result in two states, with
permanent Palestinian borders with [srael, Jordan, and Egypt, and permanent Israeli borders with
Palestine. We believe the borders of Israel and Palestine should be based on the 1967 lines with
mutually agreed swaps, sc that secure and recognized borders are established for both states. The
Palestinian people must have-the right to govern themselves, and reach their full potential, in a
sovereign and contiguous state.” (05/19/11)(fcad transcript)

v Special Envoy Miteliell - “The best outcome is an agreement which results in two states living
side by side in peace and security, and the enly way that can be achieved is through direct

. negoliations between the parties.in which the United States will be an active and sustained

participant, and with the full support.of our many friends and allies around the world.” (08/20/10)
(read franscript}

v Secretary Clinton — “We support a two-state solution, with Israelis and Palesiinians co-existing
peacefully and with mutual security. We believe that through good-faith negotiations, the parties

. can mutually agree.on an outcome which ends the conflict-and reconciles the Palestinian goal of an

independent and viable state based on the 1967 lines, with agreed swaps, and the Israeli goal of a
Jewish state with secure and recognized borders that reflect subsequent developments and meet
Israeli security requirements. And we recognize that Jerusalem is a deeply important issue 1o
Israclis and Palestinians, 1o Jews, Muslims, and Christians everywhere. We believe it is possible to
réach an outcome that bath realizes the aspirations of all parties for Jerusalem, and safeguards its
status for the future.” (62/14/10) (read transcript)

| Isracl/Palestine Q&A .
TAEre.U, 5, expectafions, going forward foF the araell-Palestiniai pedeeiprogess?
L astonth;, e President made aisighificant setof reinarks on £li& région? They inelnded.
komiponent on the pursuit of peace between Israélis'dnd Arabs, Which fe describéd as 8 comerston
f ot approash, o thie tegigh, Thie President acknowledgod.that expectations have 'gqncg?}z:‘ﬂbf’- by
alsg madesclsanthafeegionaldevel sments;make a peace that 6idéthe conflict andueSolves
laims imoig igent than.ever e . .
N &rare Wworking Withihe parties i GOORIALOR With the-niermafional coRmunity d the'
Tl contiriue:the diffienlt task ofclosing the gaps hetweor the partics on how We proceedin g
roductive way, Otr'goal infiis effort is fo™- nowis fo. work witt]thie.piifties toward negotiation
on the basis of the President’s remarks, We dre consulting'the‘parties, the.Quattet, Arab official
ncrother supporters on the best way to proceed ,
VTGt in, sesinghowwe can get pyer the curfent ipasgprang back 1o he hegoiting table;
Bz 5 difteaeRke The SlrcunistanGes on thi grourtiand thie'gaps betweein the parties are
halléngihi; N .
7ZUltimately, 1115 ap tp the Israchy and Palestinians (o-fake adfion. As the Président said,
 pénbe imposed:on them, but endiess:delay will notfidke the problefy go-away, e
statainable and et fo negotiaons; in ousview, s theronly ey forward. Bul
Viileeriie decisions pn:howto.do so! (State Depettnient press bifefing06/21/11
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| F’s the U8, working with itg allies to initiate a new. effort to Tromofe 4 peacé'plan’
‘ L{_‘;‘Thgquged‘SiateS and ourinternational partoers remain active with the parties, niGst recently
f__p‘oﬁtiﬁumg to cousultthe parties on ways to gvercoine the curfent impasse
% "“The end goalhas not changed: as President Obama said, we want to see a negotiated solution tha

esolves the ¢ore jssuesof the conflict and results in twa states - a viable Palestine, and a secur

srael with secure and recognized borders for each state] '
PT"We leave it 1o the Isracli and Palestinian governments {0 speak to their positions, but what is cleat

s that our effoits will continue. As part of those efforts, Acting Special Envoy for Middle

éareDavid Hale and Speoial Assistanf to the President Denais.Ross met in the ¥égion with I
Hitis Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, Tsraeli negotiator YitzHak Molho, and Palestitiah Prim
“lso met with Baleotini . tohmoud g

ister Salam Fayyad, Special Envoy Hale also met with Palestinian President M;
d Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erekat
"Special Envoy Hale also met with Jordanian Foreign Minister Nasser Judeh in-Cyprus, Earlf thi‘j

eck he will meet with Egyptian Foreign Minister Nabil Elaraby and the Head of Egypti
nigifigence-Murad Muwafi.in-CairoThe:Quartet Envoys-are-also. soheduled-to-méet-in-Brussels
ater’this week
¥."We appreciate High Represéniative Ashton's leticr to Secretaty Clinton. It is another illustration of
e resolve of the U8 and our partners fo.assist the parfies in rétuming:to the negotiating table anc

timately reaching a final. agreement, (Preés Guidance, 06/17/11)

Wiiaf is {he U5, dping to prevent renewed clushes between fotillas lieaded Tor Gazargid Tsracli
ecurity forces? ‘
/_Sirice the tagic svents of last year's Tlotilla,-we bave consistently engaged with'arbroad range of
overnments, including Turkish, Israeli, and other governments
; 7 Forthe past year we have made clear that groups and individials that seek to enter Gaza by sea ar?‘
' L*Laldng irresponsible and provocative actions that entail & risk to their safety, The U.S. Coast
{ssued a warning earlier this month infofming mariners that “Previous attempts to enter Gaza b

gliver goods to do so through established chanels so their cargo can be inspected and transft

» fand crossings into Gaza — to ensure,that Israel's legitiniate security needs are addressed even

tic Palestinians” humanitatian needs are met

#~We,will continue to make cléar both publicly and i private meetings with states, NGOs, and others
sur concexns about the risks of attempting to sail directly to Giizal

%_We reinéin concemed for the people of Gaza and understand ‘while many difficuliies remain, h?cﬂ"i

| ﬁ':,uch improved in Gaza, However, e récopxize that more needs to be done yo iprove the actesy
f'goods-and people going into and out of Gaza; we are working with the Government of Tgrael an
{he Palestinian Authority to this end, (Press Guidance, 06/17/11)

What is the U.S. position on Palestinian efforts to secure UN recognition as a state? .

v We vehemently reject attemnpts to de-legitimize the siate of Israel, As the President stated at the UN
General Assembly, [srael’s existence must not be a subject for debate, and efforts to. chip away at
Isrzel’s legitimacy will only be met by the unshakeable opposition of the United States.

v The President has been clear that he supports two states for two peoples, and that it would be a
mistake for the Palestinians to pursuc a path for statehood at the UN rather than at the negotiating
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table with Isragt. We have been frank that we reject counterproductive atiempts to résolve
permanent status issues at the UN. '

As the President said on.May 19, “For Palestinians, efforts to delegitimize Israel will end in failure.
Symbotic actions to isolate Israel at the United Natiens in September won't create an independent
state.” That is why we-are-focused on a negotiated outcome that will lead to the establishment of an
independent, viablé state of Palestine alongside a secure state of Israel.

We have beein steadfast in- our determination to-ensure that Israel is'treated fairly, that its security is
never in doubt, 2nd that Israe) has the same rights and responsibilities as all UN member states.

We have opposed unbalanced, one-sided resolutions, at the UN General Assembly, the Security
Council, the UN Human Rights Council, UNESCO, and elsewhere. We have opposed the deeply
flawed and bidsed Goldstone Report, and voted against multiple resolutions on last year’s flotilla
incident at the Human Rights Coungil. On the Goldstone Report, we have been clear that we want
to see UN action end in relation to the report. Regarding the flotilla issue, we have joined the
Secretary-General in his cal] on Governments to use their respective influence to discourage [uture
flotillas, and avoid unnecessary and unhelpful provocative actions that seek to bypass the effective
mechanisms that exist to deliver goods and services to Gaza.

Much work still needs to be done at the Human Rights.Council. We continue to protest the
egregious permanent agenda item on Israel. But we have managed to uss every opportunity to shift
the focus of the debate at the Council addressing the most sefious human rights abusers, rather than
unfairly singling out Isracl,

All these efforts demonstrate that our commitment to defend Tsracl throughout the UN syster, both
in countering biased anti-sraeli actions and'in opposing those who seck platforms to expand anti-
Israel efforts at the UN, remains strong.

Israel wants to play a laiger role globaily, multilaterally and at the UN. It does not want to_be
viewed solely through the prisrh of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Israelis understand that they not
only have rights within the international system; they also have responsibilities, and they want to
meet ihem. To that end, the. United States is working with Israel to advance its positive multilateral
engagement agenda, and move beyond the focus on contentious political and security issues, with
the aim of addessing the issue of delegitimization and Israel’s treatmerit at the UN.

Looking ahead, we are committed to building on our efforis with Israel at the UN, including
working with Israe! 1o advance its positive global agenda, and continuing to oppose attempts to
isolate and délegitimize Israel. (Remarks by Assistant Secretary Brimmer, 06/15/11)

] What is U.S. policy on Middle East peace as outlined by President Obama?

v

v

v

A lasting peace will involve two states for two peoples: Israel as a Jewish state and the homeland
for the Jewish people, and the state of Palestine as the homeland for the Palestinian people, each
state enjoying sélf-deterniination, mutual recognition, and peace.

The United States believes that negotiations should result in two states, with permanent Palestinian
borders with Israel, Jordan, and Egypt, and permanent Israeli borders with Palestinie. We believe
the borders of Israel and Palestine should be based on the 1967 lines with mutually agreed.swaps,
so that secure and recognized borders are established for both states. The Palestinian peoplé must
have thé right to govemn themselves, and teach their full potential, in a sovereign and contiguous
state.

Every state has the right to self-defense, and Israel amust be able-to defend itself — by itself — against
any-threat. Provisions must alse be robust enough to prevent a resurgence of terrorism, to stop the
infiltration of weapons, and to provide effective border security, The full and phased withdrawal of
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] Israeli military forces should be coordinated with the assumption of Palestinian security
~ responsibility in a sovereign, non-militarized state.
v Thesé steps alone will not fesolve the conflict, because two. wienching and emotional issues will
remain: the future of Jerusalem, and the fate-of Palestinian refugees. But moving forward now on

| the basis of territory-and security provides a foundation to resolve those two issues in a way that is
just and fair, and that respects. the rights and aspirations of both Israclis and Palestinians.

1 v Tor the Palestinians, efforts to delegitimize Israc! will end iri failure. Symbolic actions to isclate
Israel at the United Nations will not create an independent state. Palestinian leaders will not
achieve peace or prosperity if Hamas insists on a path of terror and rejection. And Palestinians will
never realize their independence by denying the right of [srael to exist.

v As for Israel, our friendship is rooted deeply in a shared history and shared values. Our
commitment to Istael’s security is unshakeable. But precisely because of our friendship, it's

: important that we tell the truth: the status quo is unsustainable, and Israel too must act boldly 1o

! advance a lasting peace. (Remarks by President Obama, 05/19/11)

The ¢ontent contained here is also avaiiable on the PD Briefing Book site.
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i (back to top)

MENA TRANSITION AND REFORM

MENA Transition and Reform Message

v Assistant Secretary Posner — “Our response to the upheaval in the Middle East has been rooted in
a consistent set of principles: We have opposed the use of violence against peaceful protesters and
supported the universal rights of free expression, assembly, and association and the right to
participate in the affairs of the state. We have strongly condemned, including in multilateral fora,
the killing, torture, and abuse of peaceful protestors. We have made clear our view that people’s
legitimate demands and aspirations must be met by positive engagement from governments, in the
form of meaningful political and economic reforms.” (05/05/11) (read transcript)

v Secretary Clinton — “Uprisings across the region have exposed myths that for too long were used
to justify a stagnant status quo. You know the myth that govermments can hold on to power without
responding to their people’s aspirations or respecting their rights; the myth that the only way to
produce change in the region is through violence and conflict; and, most pernicious of ali, the myth
that Arabs do not share universal human aspirations for freedom, dignity, and opportunity.”
(04/13/11) (read transcript)

v Seeretary Clinton — “Democratic change must grow from within. It cannot be implanted from the
outside. And let me be among the first of many to say the West certainly does not have all of the
answers. The first steps of change have come quickly and dramatically. It is, however, proving
tragically difficult in Libya, In other nations, change is likely to be more deliberate and methodical.
In all cases, the United States will support citizens and governments as they work for progress.”

(02/28/11) (read transcript)

MENA Transition and Reform Q&A
Could you provide an update o the situation in Syria?
k_;lbroughout the continuing violent crackdowns in Syria, President Assad has shown that he cares
V_}no;e about maintaining his own power than he does about his people]

Approximately thirteen hundred Syrians have been killed since protests began with, Tany,
\_}Ee isands more detained and fortured, There must be an immediate end to violente by Syn

douttity forces, the immediate release of all political prisoners, and an end to the orture dnd abus
f those who temain in detention; The Assad regime must allow tinmediate unfettercd access for
nternational burhanitarfan agencies and international media; .
¥ President Assad's regime and its repression of the Syrian people gre the sources of the inétabilitj,z;_1
L_—‘\n_{éﬁre currently witnessing in Syria. Assad's actions are causing instability and pufting Syrinon g
_cleat path to becoming a pariah state
¥ The Syrian pevple are calling for a change on the ground and they will be the ones to judg
\whether President Assad is meeting their needs and expectations. As we have stressed, he can
7_}11& trensition already under way in Syria or he can get out of the way[
The fact that the Syrian people continue to protest every weel indicate that President

'_\vordsare not enough and that they are losing patience with the mixed messages of the Syri
Loyarnmient., Mere ennouncements from Presider: Assad on dialogue and timetables are no
‘p‘nqugh. There needs to-be actual dialogue.and it must be inclusive, credible, and com rehensive!
Genuine reforms speedily implemented are the only way to achieve stebility in Syn'a!

We continue to work unilaterally, regionally, and internationally to try to build a broad-based

! L—h_pnmach increase pressure on Assad’s regime
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¥__ Bilaterally, the President has signed two new Executive Orders, He's designated President Assad

hinder this authority as well as other fegime officials, We're looking at how we ¢dn broaden thesé

! __panctions+to increase the pressure
¥ _Regionally we are in contact with Arab League officials and bilateral partners in the region

;ﬁcluding the Turkish govermment, to build on the pressure for Agsad to lead the transition under

ay or get out of the way.
On the intemational forim, we continue to take steps to pressure and isolate the Assad rég?g_‘_gg,s_"
eck in Geneva, the United States joined over fifty UN members to deliver s forgeful Join
tement addressing the deteriorating human rights situation in'Syria, calling for an end to fhe ond
otng human rights violations committed by the Syrian authorities,and urging the Government ¢
yria to allow the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Office access to Syria to conduct .
their fact-finding mission, This fact finding mission was established during a special session of th
HRC on Syria that the U.S. successfully lobbied for in April. We also successfully worked to lobby
ther delegations against Syria’s hypocritical bid to join the Human Rights Councll in May
*”Wﬁ‘cqhthmeweﬁ‘ortﬂo-usea"bmﬁd‘based-iutemaﬁona}ﬁppreach—ie»suppeﬁ what-the-Syri
coplp are demanding. The Syrian people are in the lead and we ate making every effort to suppor
he Syrian people’s demands '
¥ We are also looking into whether there are grounds for charges related to war orimes and whether
ferrals on that issue are approptiate. And we continue to evaluate possible additional economi
ctions, including with the oil and gas sector in Syria, (Press Guidance, 06/20/11
¥~ Ambassador Ford traveled to northerd Syria with a large group of other foreign am%:m ors g
jﬁmnali}r witness the efiermath of the recent sitvation in Jise Shughur, The gr_gyw;gg_g_ixgﬁ

riefings from senior Syrian military intelligence officers on the ground
7~ Ambagsador Ford’s purpose was fo gather information for U.S. policymakers, not 1o delivery
articular message
Arnbassador Ford is Tiot restricted to Damascus, Decisions regarding his movements outside
amascus are made based on U.S, security determinations, (Press Guidance, 06/21/11

E?thlt 75 the U.S. response to reports of Syrian citizens fleeing "feszrkey due to violénce
We fondemn the governmeiit’s use of violence on its people, and call on it to inimgdiately cease al

rafality and begin a transition to demdctacy. The Syrian povémment must respect the univers

uman rights and dignity of the Syrian people|
Press reports indicate that approximately 10,500 Syrians gre shéltered in Turkish Red Crescent

_Bociety camps ,
__The Turkish government bas stated that the border will reraain oper, and that Turkey will continué
:_)0 allow individuals seeking protection ta enter

We commend the Government of Turkey's response in coordination with the Turkish Red Crescent
ociety to provide huianitarian assistance to displaced Syrians in Turkeyl

The U.S. provides humanitarian assistance to refugees and asylum seekers worldwide through the
"\ inited Nasions High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCRY), including in Turkey. Should there b§
b request to assist in the humanitarian needs of displaced Syrians, the U.S, stands feady to help
¥ "The Turkish government has not requested any support and notes that the Turkish Red Crescen
ociety is capable of assisting a large number of di laced Syrians, up to 30,000 people accordin
o the Director of the Turkish Red Crescent Society
We hiave not seen an uptick in the number of Syrian nationals seeking access to the ULS. npfugi?

egetilement program. UNHCR/Turkey submitted for U.S, refugee resettlement congideration onl
ve Syrians in 2010 and five in 201 1. UNHCR views the current situation as offe {0 whicly tho
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crossing the border require only-temporary protection anc
V_ﬁs a profection optib_ﬁ_ '
¥_Wehaveno informidtion regatding reports that Turkey ts considering the creatioh of &' borde
becurity zone on the Syrian sidé of the border fo provide assistance to those fleeing vidlenkis, W

fefer you to the Government of Turkey for ihis information. (Press Guidance; 06/20/11 Y

isnot currently looking af resettiement

Could youprovide anr update on the situation i Yemen?
g;’__;g}gripégiﬁon has not changed. An immedigt, peaceful, and orderly transition is in the best dtiterest
fgg}’ iheni-people. Weurge al] sideg tg-engage in diglogue that peacefully nig¥ey Yeme
F" ard

Ambassador Feierstein and embassy personnel i Sana'a confinue to meef with'a broad cross{
ection of Yemenis, including Acting President Al-Hadi and senior government officials, as well
embers of the opposition o
~We continue to call for an immediate, nonviolent, and orderly transiticn that allows the derocrati
Hspriratio Yened ~bereatized: Ultimutely; the-Yemeni-peoplenmstdecide the
__ path Yemen takes towad a-peaceful, unified, and stable. filture]
¥ "The U.S. Embassy In Safa"a announced on June 19 the arrival of $10 million worth of food aid 1}
Yemen, provided by the American people through USAID to the World Food Piogram. The food
items, including flour, béans, and vegetable oil, will contribute to the support of 416 Q_()_E_)_pg_ép_le_@
- _Baadah and Harad in'the Hajjeh governorate
¥ The 6,300 metric tofs of food ‘commodities will contribute to-the World Food Program’
mergency Food Assistance to Conflict-Affécted Persons ‘;Ixi‘ﬁbrthern Yemen” opetation =
srogram intended to address the food security needs of somie 300,000 internally displaced 4nd over
00,000, war-affected persong in Yemen's northern govertiorates|
¥ So far this'year, the U.S, Embassy has overseen the allocation of approximately $35 million dgil
o Yemen for emergéncy and humanitarian projects. In addition to food assistance, the Unite
States Is providing emergency medical support, shelter, and water and sanitation supplies t
ecipients throughout the country, including those recently displaced from Zinjibar, capital of th
puthern Abyan govetnorate, in partnershily with local and international organizations. U.S
mbassy staffin Yemen is providing additional support as needed.
We unierstand President Saleh remains in Saudi Arabia receiving medical freatment. We will nof
peculate on President Saleh's actions or condition or attempt to speak for the Yemeni people.
fer you to the Yemeni and Saudi governments for more details. (Press Guidance, 06/20/11

V_We have delivered u stcond shipmient of rion-lethal aid to Benghazi, Libya, whichwas requesteq
L“by- he Trdnsitional National Council (TNC). These items are being provided tp support the TNC?
V_#ﬁ‘on‘x to protect civilians and civilian-populated areas under threat of attack|
7 The shipment consisted of uniforms, body armor, first-aid kits, tents, end related maferial
erred from existing Department of Defense stocks|

" We are working closely with the TNC on & daily basis to assess'additional assistance requirements:
Wo decision to dite hes been made on future shipments, (Press.Guidance, 06/17/11 f

Fam yu‘}l provide an update on the situation in LibyaT
¥ We noté NATO's atknowledgement that & military missile site was the intended izrget.of 6_1;]
btrikes in Tripoli on June 19. However, as NATO reported, it dppears,that one weapon did n

Can you conim thaf the U.3. has sent a sccond shipment of non-lethal assistance to Lfbya‘i‘!
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Eifikethe xﬁf‘eqded‘targeﬁimd ﬂiatth Fre,may haye Deeth @eap_n“is gterr
'“i iséd g nlinibér of ca fies
KﬁAs noted“byﬂle ng;hgnal Na’uoné’l Oouned "(INC¥ o partners and di scussed’nt the Ccn;t}ac(_l
1 m,' tpngsvlmﬁaha,tRome, and Abu Dhabl; the TNC is-facing serions f‘gxmucml di ou tuﬂ
& support the TNE, the Contact Group agréed to fully establish & Textporsey F,
V @chanmmt‘rm at fhie Tune 9 meeting i Abu Dhabi
> Wesipport the efforts of the Libya Contact Group to-establish a TFM andi& T ibygih Informatio;
x¢hange Meshanism (ETEM) that would facilitafe. mueh»nebded ﬁnancml conh'ibﬁhuns aud othe
n-kind agsistance to the TNC. We'are gteongly;en ‘o;u‘ggm }
NG ditectly or thrpiighiosie or toth,oF these echanisms|
: -.Additmnaﬂ}', thi Uifed Stafes s a’ésessmgjand.t’émmng opﬁo@,f or the.typesiof assig
X )i ‘c’l@r‘n”mde'lo th‘@L“Byan;ieopIe W’e ave Bonsiliimg directly With theopposifidi antho
Rfemgfional parfrers ahout hege fitsrs!
% .The@m“astaentr}as direpted up*tu‘i$2§{ mi]lmn in‘transfers-of: pon-lgthal ileing ﬁom [VE S*-g erfment
“ﬁf‘,’}; zu;pit:rs T LIRSS a's’(‘iﬁé TING; andiheT o0 OTTHes:ite
gaith;, we"%f"’lcomc the . S,&Swﬁé &ﬁkmg Comuiiftee-announceméng that it ﬁﬂ“aﬁv fice & bi
SGon to,allow;]?resxdent Obai 16 use kome of the frozen assets-of Nfi'lammar adaf
: %vemment {o be used to provide humanitarisn. rehaf toithe l’mbyaﬁ peogl;e. _
754 qggr - propased: legisfation, this assistance could coyer -the costg of Compmod
feeded do ma.tmam bidsio living conditions- ammg,the pop\lla?ifm—-—cfor oxample, access 10 wﬁﬁ
il health care. P t§ wouldxiot be used 1o offset the bost GO

lure RSh-may. Bave

it jtion igone of many pobicy issues sl under réview.and ot m:woy Chn
tever ﬁ?sg‘:.%sﬁ Beng,ﬁazx continye to cultivate m%onshxps with TNC leadership
qur efforts to more fullf. asse@%&&ﬁp&dty dnd peeds of the TRC
7 EAS Secmtary Clifiton séidarihé Aot reeent Contact Group meehng mAbu Dhabi T TNCs th
& itimaite g’ ’bredible&btarloshtpr.for the Libyan people-duri ifferim pef Fiod: At the ams
! s it is.clear that (i Qaﬂhaﬁ' regime has lost all I;gipgq acy
- ei;ave tnken.consistent steps to bulster the I}‘%Ee fiaty of the F AV G, includipg meetings of
Fenior TNG officials witli the Secietary and at, White House, <al]ovmg he TNC.to opety
pifice inWashmgtun, and suspending the Gixations of the Qadhag reginie yembassy hergl W,
Fave vigged other countries. {980 the' sapiel
7 We.temain corfiniitted to Working: vn"ch 4h6SE who are'siriving to mest the agpiratinis ot LBy
i ; : Tt will besup to.the peopie of beya, 'mehoos&ﬂlezr el
andrite-th Har thieir hist @hidance;

ﬁgﬂm .S believe that reforms. annuuncedrﬁzﬁthé’rlifng of Moroeeo are suffivient!
. “the"U 8. weélcomes the gmpbsals outlined ofJime 17 by King Moligmmied: Vitodransiof
' foroceo’s demoeratic de,velopment through’ oonsHmUOnal judicial aud po”hticai teforms
! " We fully support the nspliatlons of the Morq,cean people and theii eﬁ'ortfw Mer consohdaie
! L"‘._}‘ule of law, Taise. huf;agn rights. standards, fifoinote good governance; ab and ‘work toward long-
cgnaﬂtw;mnal rgfo’rm’ 1liaf incorporates checks and batances; The peopie 6F Moroceo-ate: c{qmﬁ
Bisie alis athers in the reglonhave called for! a larger voice fit How they ar

7 The ﬂmted States mﬂues quoco as T8 Koy, st:ategic partner and we s.tzamc:1 madﬁﬁ 1o W(;;ik y{g,h th
; th et f
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reforms ahd satisly the legititnate democratic aspirations and rights of all Moroccans, (Press
idance, 06/20/11;

Bahrain is an important-partner of the United States, We have along-standing alliance based o

" bhared politiesl, economic and security interests. Bath countries benefit from stability ans
rosperity in Bahraiu, and from u society where all people are able to express their vie

peacefully and contribute to the political process|

VT We welcome the anndungeriént of the government's intentiomitd Pegin a national dialoghe ol

form in Behrain i Jiily. The challenge will be to initiate a.didlogue that involves representative

leaders on all sides and to ensure that the dialogue addresses and begins to.resolve divisive issues

¥ We are mindful of the pressing need in Bahvain for everyone to begin an engagement that will
rebuild tolerance, mutual respect and a process for navigating divisions. We understand th
difficulty of this task, and we also know it no outsider can make it happen. 1 I3 for the Bah

people 1 Torge their own Jutire

Y The U.S, and Bahrain face constantly evolving security challenges. President Obama angl Secrelar

linton have made clear time and again that respect for human rights and pursuit of natio
curity interests are not in conflict; to the contrary, they are best advanced in tanden

¥ In recent months we have seen a clear link in this region between national stability and security zn

ie ability of governmerits to mebf the legitimate aspirations of teir people, including the desixg;:f}f
ffneople everywhere Toirighity; justice, economic.opportunity, universal humen rights,-and a voic

Boes‘ the U.S. believe that Bahruin has made progress in addressing demands of pmte’stors?

sheping theit owit fiftuire
We welcome the refease of some déteinees who were not charged the restoration of som
cholarships, dnd the rejnstatement of a number of employees who wete wrongfully dismisse

their jobs. We also welcome the announcement by tﬁi} govérnmerit that it will investigat

eaths of people in custody, including one case where five prison guards are under investigation;
e Governmant of Bahrain also has promised to investigate allegations of mistreafment o
etainees in custody|
On the other hand, we confinue fo Teceive reports about some students being expelled fro
Yiniversities and some workers being dismissed merely because they have exercised their politi
ights. We remain concerned about the continued detention of a number of Bahrainis who haw
either been charged nor tried, about the treatment of those people in detention, and about repon

t some have been subjected to physical abuge during interrogations. We urge Bahrain to g id:
3y its'commitments to transparent Judicial proceedings conduicted:in full acco ance with bo
ocal Jaw and Buhrain's intersational legal obligations|
7~ Mesningful dialogoe can only:tske place in a climate of 1¢§pect Tor-the Treedony of expression;
ssociation, and peaceful asentbly - principles artipuiaj;ecfih,. the Universal Declaration of Humarn
ights and a number of treatiés that Bahrain has ratified; In-the coming weeks; all partieshere will
eed to «reate an appropriate envirgnment for national diatogue, and all parties must participate-
orge a just future for this country -
Throughout the world, we have seen how media freedom raises public awateness, identified

blems, opens discussion, and brings problems to light so that corrective action can be taken. W

ote with concern the arrest and in some cases continued detention of some journalists. Mindful o
e peril of misinformation and misuse of media that can exacerbate divisions within society,
¢ all responsible parties in Bahrain to refrain from and denounce hateful speech, which can an
fren does lead to violence, In order to create positive conditions for national dialogue in B
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(back to top)

NORTH KOREA

North Korea Message

v President Obama —“We will work with allies and partners to hold North Korea accountable,
including at the United Nations Security Council, making it clear that security and respect for
North Korea will never come through aggression, but only by upholding its obligations.”
(06/02/10) (read transcript) '

v Secretary Clinton — “The path that will lead North Korea to security and prosperity is to stop its -
provocative behavior, halt its policy of threats and belligerence toward its neighbors, and take
irreversible steps to fulfill its denuclearization commitments, and comply with international law.”
{05/24710) (read transcript)

v Secretary Clinton — “North Korea can still choose another path. Instead of isclation, poverty,
conflict, and condemnation, North Korea could enjoy integration, prosperity, peace, and respect. lis
people could finally experience a better life... North Korea's future depends on the choices that its
leaders make today.” (05/26/10) {read transeript)

| North Korea Q&A - . I I
VAL 0 YA d ministrationis mrespose-:“amdn;a litelspending
MMWMQM@M@XMEM o o

R e madnojdecisiontontprovidingrioodaidiolorttioreal I

7 Ay Qeieion sl s fraad e Lagfidimens friveenin gesih comneiia nesit dioticis dad el
. R oS e anaidl seliablyfreachingithelpeoplelintoced: A
! 7. o oo el e el afie Sl b osmunmg il ens S atailsivafio s
siTuatonN(Rressy@uidance 06/2C/i

Can you provide any details regarding the recently blocked shipment from North Korea to

Burma? )

v There was a vessel that was suspected of carrying materials prohibited by the UN Security Council
resolutions. North Korea bears responsibility to be fully transparent about shipments that may
provide grounds for concern and to demonstrate that it is not transferring items prohibited by UN
Security Council Resolution 1718 and 1874.

v In this case, the U.S. did receive authorization from the flag state of a North Korean ship to inspeet
the ship’s cargo and requested that the ship permit such an inspection. The ship’s'master denied

E perrhission for a consensual boarding and inspection of the ship’s cargo. We consulted closely with
states in the region on our shared responsibilities to prevent this shipment. We talked directly with
the North Koreans to stress the importance of not engaging in proliferation-related transfers. And
we learned that the vessel changed course at sea, and we believe it returned to North Korea. (State
Department press briefing, 06/13/11) '

¥ We have consistently raised our concerns and urged the international community to be vigilant
about North Korea's continued defiance of UN resolutions and to fully and transparently

~ imptement UN Security Council Resolutions 1718 and 1874,

v We call on all states to be vigilant and transparent in their dealings with North Korea and to

implement their obligations under UNSCRs 1718 and 1874. (Press Guidance, 06/13/11)
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Do the special economic zones established between China and Norih Korea violate sanctions?

¥ We urge all United Nations member states to fully implement UN Security Council Resolutions
1718 and 1874, which target North Korea’s continued involvement in proliferation, nuclear
weapons development, and lexury goods procurement.

¥ We urge transparency, extreme caution and vigilance in any business dealings with North Korea.

¥ The United States remains concerned about the welfare of the North Korean people.

¥ We encourage North Korea to teke real steps to reform its economy for the benefit the North
Korean peopie. (Press Guidance, 06/09/11)

Could you comment on the implementation of the North Korean Human Rights Act?

v Advancing human rights is a top U.S. priority in our North Korea policy and is among the primary
factors that will determine if any long-term improvement between the U.S. and the Democratic

. People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) will be possible.

v The Norih Korean Human Rights Act of 2004 and its reauthorization in 2008 demonstrates
Congress’ commitment to ensuring that the well-being of the North Korean people remains an
impertant foreign policy priority. This Jegislation created the Special Envoy for North Korean
Human Rights Issues.

v Engaging with DPRK officials is a key requirement of the position of the Special Envoy for North
Korean Human Rights. Ambassador King’s recent trip was the first time the Special Envoy for
North Korean Human Rights Issues was granted entry to the DPRK and the first time we were able
10 engage in a direct dialogue about ways North Korea can improve its human rights record.

v We have also encouraged our pariners to include human rights in their North Korea policy. In
addition to consulting with other governments, we met with organizations that deal with Notth
Korea human rights issues ~ think tanks and academic institutions that analyze human rights issues;
advocacy organizations that call attention to human right abuses; humanitarian assistance -
organizations that provide food, medical aid, and other assistance 1o the DPRK; educational,
cultural, and scientific organizations that seek to engage the DPRK; churches and religious
organizations; and Korean-American organizations thai are interested in family reunions with
relatives living-in the DPRK,

v Between FY 2008-2011, the Department received $9.5 million from the Economic Support Fund to
promote rule of law and human rights, increase media freedom, and build civil society in North
Korea, These funds also support efforts to build the capacity of the defector and NGO community
in the South Korea to better advocate for improved conditions inside the DPRK.

v Since 2004, the U.S, has resettled 120 North Korean refugees and their families. We remain
actively committed to ensuring that each North Korean refugee who is interested and eligible gains
access to the U.S. Refugee Admissions Program. The U.S. remains deeply concerned about the
plight of North Korean refugees and asylum seekers. Reports of the involuntary return of North
Koreans from China to the DPRK, including victims of human trafficking, remain decply
disturbing, as these returnees oflen face serioys consequences. We continue 1o urge China to adhere
10 its obligations as a party to the 1951 Refugee Convention and its 1967 Protocol, including by not
expelling or forcibly returning North Koreans who should be protected under those treaties.

v To increase the flow of independent information into, out of, and within the country, the U.S,
government funds Korean-language broadcasting into North Korea by the Broadcasting Board of
Governors (BBG) and supports independent and defector-run broadcasts through the Bureau for
Democracy, Human Rights and Labor. (Remarks by Ambassador King, 06/02/11)

The content contained here is also available on the PD Briefing Book site.
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(back to fop)

. AFGHANISTAN AND PAKISTAN

Afghanistan and Pakistan Message

v President Obama — “In Afghanistan, we remain focused on the three areas of our strategy: our
military effort to break the Taliban’s momentum and train Afghan forces so they can take the lead;
our civilian effort to promote effective governance and development; and regional cooperation,
especially with Pakistan, because our strategy has to succeed on both sides of the border.”
{12/16/10) {read transcript)

v President Obama — “This war has changed over the last nine years, but it's no less imporiant than
it was in those days after 9/11. We toppled the Taliban regime — now we must break the
momentum of a Taliban insurgency and train Afghan security forces. We have supported the
election of a sovereign government — now we must strengthen its capacities. We’ve brought hope
to the Afghan people — now we must sce that their country does not fall prey te our commen
enemies, ., There will be difficult days ahead. We will adapt, we'will persist, and I have no doubt
that together with our Afghan and international partners, we will succeed in Afghanistan.”
{05/22/10) {read transcript)

v President Obama — I want to send a strong message that the partnership between the United
States and Afghanistan is going to continue. We have scen already progress with respect fo the
military campaign against extremism in the region. But we also want to continue to make progress
on the civilian process of ensuring that agricultural production, energy production, good
governance, rule of law, anticorruption efforts — all these things end up resulting ina Afghanistan
that is more prosperous, more secure, independent; is not subject to meddling by its neighbors; a
transition will be able to oceur so that more and more security efforts are made by the Afghans.”

{03/28/10) (read transcript)

Afghanistan and Pakistan Q&A o o _
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What is the Adminjstratign’s response fo'a ietter froim 27 senators supporting an accelerated
! rawdown in Afghanistan? .
| 7 Out strategic objeciive in Afghapisian Torains to IStUR, Qismanile and defgaval Qacda.Thg
\-’tucqessﬁﬂ' operation against Osama biri Laden was a vitil Step towards’ achieving that strategid
bjective. But there is more work to be done'to ensure iHat Afghanistan does notagsin betorme 3
fe haven for terrorists to launch attacks against the United States!
7~ As the President has stated, we are committed.to begin a drawdown of our forces in Afghanistan in
uly, but the scope and pace of that drawslown hes 1ot yet been determined, The military sur
. __gevured significant gains in Afghanistag, but these gains are fragile and reversible
E{;}Tra"ps‘ition, reconciliation, and reintégration are mutually reinforcing processes, all led by th
Afphenis. Our aim is to assist in achieving a responsible and irreversible transitioiwof full Afghan
esponsibility by 2014, Sufficient governance and development must underpin sustainablg
transition, and the U.S, civilian mission in Afghanistan is shifting away from direct service
Helivery to focus more on capacity building
fransition of security.responsibility tothe Afghans is irreversible, and conditions for reconcilidtioi
hrogress. We will continue to work with our partmers in pursuit of these goals. (Press Guidance| -

besis/1.1)
Fau.y(m explain the recent revision to (he UN sanctions regime agninst terroristyin
Afghanistan?

i‘ﬂ;‘?ﬂieﬂnited States welcomes and stongly supports the UN Security:Coungil action to, strengthes
1¢ 1267 regime of international sanctions agains! tejrorists. The updated 1267 sanétionstegimg
afleots the current political cire ced in Afghanistan, which:have changed ¢ohsiderably since
e Fogime was oﬁginaﬂyiﬁiﬁntedi

The vipdated sancfions regime will spiit the 1267 regine into two, on focused on combating ﬁx{ggj

wsacated with al Qaeda and anather focused on Afghanistan. This will not change the fact tha
ose designated for sanctions as Taliban or al Qaeda will continue to be dgsi ated. N
V__F.xi@fv‘iduals will be remmioved from the 1267 sanctions regime by this action
"The Yesolution stresses the importance of a comprehensive political process to spp
onciliation among all Afghans, and a political resolution.of the conflict that splits the T ibai
om al Qaeda. Specifically, the sanctions regime recognizes the need for insurgents to cut ties
nternational terrorist organizations, including al Qacda, renbusce violence, and respe
i ’? itution, including its protections for women and persons belongi

orities .
7" “Wé welcome The strong regional suppors for this resolution, from countries such as-Russia, Chin
‘——hhﬂindia, which all have voiced support for Afghan-led recoriciliation. We will also continwe t
' ush for more robust implementation of existing sanctions by all meniber states to ke global
ctions more effective. (Press Guidance, 06/20/113

! "We have consistently said that we support an Afghan-led Tecongiliation progess, and that we would
ticipate in that process

r bﬁmww the U.S. policy on the reconciliation of Taliban?

" Over the past two years, We have Jaid out our red lines for the Taliban: They must-tenoug g
tx“ulenc:a; they must abandon their alliance with al Qaeda; and they nyust abidé by the constitution
f Afghanistan, Those are nece outcomes of any negotiation. This is the price for macﬁn;'g
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%

Whai is the current U.S. strategy concerning Afghanistan and Pakistan?

v President set out a clear goal: to disrupt, dismantle, and defeat al Qaeda, and prevent it from
threatening America and our allies in the future.

v Al Qaeda and the Taliban, along with various associated groups, stifl maintain an alliance, based
largely in the border region between Afghanistan and Pakistan. The Taliban and al Qaeda are

| distinct groups with distinct aims, but they are both our adversaries and part of a syndicate of terror
that must be broken.

v U.S. and international troops are focused on: (1) reversing the Taliban’s momentum; (2) providing
security for the Afghan people, and {3) partnering with Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF)
so that the Afghans can increasingly assume responsibility for Afghanistan’s security. This will
altow us to deny al Qaeda a safe-haven.

v We are following a strategy with three mutually reinforcing tracks: a military offensive against al
Qaeda terrorists and Taliban insurgents; a civilian campaign to bolster the governments,
economies, and civil societies of Afghanistan and Pakistan to undercut the pull of the insurgency;
and an intensified diplomatic push to bring the Afghan conflict 10 an end and chart a new and more
secure future for the region.

v We have lzid out unambiguous red lines for reconciliation with insurgents, They must renounce
violence, abandon their alliance with al Qaeda, and abide by the constitution of Afghanistan.

v This summer, ISAF will begin a gradual, responsible transition of security responsibilities to
Afghan forces with the goal of removing all international combat troops by the end of 2014. As this
transition moves forward, the Afghan people should remember that while the U.S. and our
coalition partners may draw down our military forces over time, we are committed to a long-term
strategic partnership with Afghanistan. We will continug to train, equip, and support Afghan
security forces and do what we can to help the government improve the lives of its citizens.

v The shift in military momentum provides the Afghan government an opportunity to strengthen the
competence of its people through economic development, fair enforcement of the rule of law,
attacking corruption and the provision of basic services.

v From the beginning, we have recognized the fundamental connection between our war effort in
Afghanistan and the extremists’ safe havens and enablers in Pakistan. As a result of growing
cooperation between our governments, militaries, and law enforcement agencies, and determined
action by the Pakistani army, we have been able to dramatically expand our counterterrorism and
intelligence efforts.

v The Afghan government needs to safeguard the rights of all Afghans, especially women and

- minorities. (Overview of the Afghanistan and Pakistan Annual Review, 12/16/10) and (Remarks by

' Secretary Clinton, 02/18/11) and (Remarks by Secretary Gates, 06/05/11)

v President Obama — “I’ve been very clear about our core goal. It's not to defeat every last threat to
the security of Afghanistan, because, ultimately, it is Afghans who must secure their country. And
it’s not nation-building, because it is Afghans who must build their nation. Rather, we are focused
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on disrupting, dismaniling and defeating al Qaeda in Afghanistan and Pakistan, and preventing its
capacity to threaten America and our allies in the future.” (12/16/190) (read transcript)

The content contained here is also avallable on the PD Briefing Book site.
{moALIc OIPLOMACY |
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{back to top)
RUSSIA

Russia Mcessage

v Defense Secretary Gates — “This last year has seen remarkable progress in the U.S.-Russia
relationship, a relationship that has evolved from focusing nearly exclusively on traditional global
issues, primarily arms control, to our present collaboration at a working level on a range of matters
affecting our defense ministries.” (03/22/11) {read transcript)

v President Obama — “We'll continue to advance our relationship with Russia, which is essential to
making progress on a host of challenges — from enforcing strong sanctions on Iran to preventing
nuclear weapons from falling into the hands of terrorists.” (12/22/10} (read transcript)

v Deputy Secretary Steinberg — “We have, I think, been successful in building a degree of eivility
and conversation between the two countries that we ¢an have our honest disagreements where we
have them, to sustain our principled positions where they exist, but not for that to be a barrier to
working together. And whether it's transit through Russia to Afghanistan, whether it’s START,
whether it’s working on both North Korea and Iran, the tangible benefits are there.” (05/19/10)
(read transcript) '

v Press Secretary Gibbs — “The Obama administration stands in solidarity with the many people in
the Russian government, in the legal system, and in civil society who are committed to
strengthening the rule of law and deepening the commitment to universal values enshrined in the
Russian constitution. Russia's failure to keep this commitment 1o universal values, including the
rule of law, impedes its own modernization and ability to deepen its ties with the United States.”

(12/27/10) (read transcript)

Russiz Q&A

How does the U.S. respond to Russia’ statement of displeasure regarding joint U.S.-Ukrainian

nzval exercises in the Black Sea?

¥ Exercise Sea Breeze is an U.S.-Ukraine naval exercise that has taken place annually since 1997.
The purpose of Exercise Sea Breeze is to strengthen maritime partnerships in the spirit of
multinational cooperation. .

v This year's training exercise focuses on anti-piracy operations, including counter piracy training
operations, non-combatant evacuation operations and search and seizure training. In addition,
ground forces will conduct non-lethal weapons training designed to combat unlawful fishing,
piracy, trafficking in persons, drugs and illegal weapons.

v Thirteen countries are participating in this year's exercise. They include: Ukraine (co-host), the
United States (co-host), Azerbaijan, Algeria, Belgium, Denmark, Georgia, Germany, Macedonia,
Moldova, Sweden, Turkey, and the United Kingdom.

¥ We refer you to the Pentagon for further details about Sea Breeze. (Press Guidance, 06/15/11)

[ Why did NATO reject Russia’s proposal to participate in a European missile defense system?
L v NATO Secretary General Rasmussen said that “NATO cannot outsource to non-members
‘ collective defense obligations which bind its members.”
v The U.S. and NATO have made clear that irrespective of how cooperation with Russia develops,
the Alliance alone bears responsibility for defending NATO’s members.
v The U.S is committed to discussing with Russia ways to strengthen security, confidence and
predictability in the region and will continue with our dialogue in this pursuit.
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v When President Obama announced the European Phased and Adaptive Approach (EPAA) in
~ September 2009, he welcomed Russian cooperation on missile defense, so that each country could
' develop a stronger defense of cur common strategic interests.

v The goal is for NATO and Russia 1o jointly develop ways {o collaborate on a system that will be
better able to defend againsi the increasing threat posed by ballistic missiles. The U.8. and NATO
vision for NATO-Russia ballistic missile defense cooperation comprises two independent, but
coordinated, missile defense systems that would augment and enhance each other’s system’s
performance.

v .S, efficials have consulted with Russian counterparts to provide policy and technicai
explanations for our vision of cooperation, These consultations illustrate that the EPAA missile
defense system is not directed at Russia and will not pose a threat 1o Russia’s strategic nuclear
deterrent.

¥ Since the Lisbon Summit, the U.S, has maintained an active dialogue with Russia on ballistic
missile defense (BMD) cooperation, both bilaterally and in the NATO-Russia Council context.

v While we believe BMD cooperation will be mutually beneficial, the President, Secretary Gates,
and Secretary Clinton have made clear that we will not agree to any constraints or negotiated
limitations on U.S. or NATO BMD systems or deployments,

v The U.S. and NATQ have also offered to engage in transparency and confidence-building activities
that would demonstrate U.S. and NATO missile defense programs are not directed against Russia,

v Following their May 26 meeting in Deauville, Presidents Obama and Medvedev committed to
continue working together to lay the foundation for future cooperation in missile defense. The U.S.
and NATOQ intend to continue working with Russia on proposals for missile defense cooperation.
{Press Guidance, 06/10/11)

What is the U.S. assessment of the human rights situation in Russia?

v" President Medvedev has set forth his vision of a democratic, modern and successful Russia
governed by the rule of law. President Obama, Vice President Biden, and Secretary Clinton have
expressed their strong support for that same vision, The ability of Russian citizens to exercise their
basic civil and political rights and access justice and due process will be key to realizing the Russia
we all want to see,

v Despite these aspects of progress, we believe that continued limits and restrictions on the
fundamental freedoms of the Russian people ~ rights guaranteed in international and Russian
domestic law — are a larger problem for Russian citizens, businesses, and the government itself. We
frequently raise these areas of concern with our Russian counterparts, both in public and in private.

v Progress has been more limited in the area of freedom of the press, We share the deep concerns
expressed within Russia and across the international community over the murders of journalists
known for their courageous work defending human rights and fighting corruption.

v There are still too many unsolved cases, and we continue to call for a full investigation into the
unsolved murders of the journalist Anna Politkovskaya, among others. We have also expressed our
concern that the only judicial action to date in the murder of Natalia Estemirova has been the
prosecution of Oleg Orlov for saying out loud what many people suspected to be the case. We
welcome the convictions in the murder case of the human rights defenders Stanislav Markelov and
Anastasia Baburova.

v In addition to effective prosecutions by the government, we hope the Russian media and
independent Russian organizations and institutions will continue to scrutinize the Russian justice
system, to support improvements and address challenges. For example, a representative from the
Presidential Council on Human Rights recently indicated that the Council would find that the
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charges against Sergel Magnitsky had been fabricated, so it has now been eslablished that he was
unjustly imprisoned. Similarly, the court decision to deny the appeals of Mikhail Khodorkovsky
and Platon Lebedev also reminds us of large issues regarding impartiality, due process and
selective prosecution.

v Outside scrutiny of government actions and the follow-on dialogue with government are key to
progress in many areas beyond criminal justice. We remain gravely concerned, about the
extrajudicial killings, torture, and disappearances commitied with impunity by the forces of
Chechen President Kadyrov and others. We have urged Russia authorities to act upon the many
decisions of'the European Court of Human Rights addressing human righis abuses in the North
Caucaus as a step towards restoring rule of law in the region.

v Finally, freedom of assembly — 1o gather together and share ideas and urge change - is another
essential element to a stronger Russia that taps into the talent and creativity of the Russia people.
Most recently, we were concerned about reports of intimidation and attacks by private security
guards, police, and other parties on activists associated with the Khimki Forest campaign. In
another concerning move, this month, for the sixth year in a row, Moscow authorities refused
permission for an NGO 1o hold an LGBT parade/rally. (Remarks by Assistant Secretary Posner,
052711

What are the next areas of emphasis for the continued reset of the U.S. refationship with Russia?

v The President Obama made it a priority to reset our relationship with Russia. We focused the reset
on concrete outcornes that serve both countries’ interesis.

v Two years later, the benefits to both our countries — and to international security - are clear,
including; the new Start Treaty that further limits strategic nuclear weapons, cooperation on the
peaceful use of nuclear energy, collaboration on Afghanistan that facilitates the flow of soldiers
and supplies, and the most stringent sanctions ever on Iran and North Korea for their pursuit of
nuclear weapons.

v The next frontier in our relationship will be building stronger ties of trade and commerce that
match the security cooperation we have achieved. Our trade and investment relationship is nowhere
near where it could or should be. One way to realize the potential of that relationship is to bring
Russia more fully into the international trading system. That is why we strongly support Russia’s
effort to join the World Trade Organization (WTO).

v WTO accession will enable Russia to deepen its trade relations with the U.S. and the world. It will
give American companies greater and more predictable access to Russia’s growing markets,
expanding both U.S. exports and employment. Being a part of the WTO means that Russia will
have to play by the rules or face enforcement actions,

¥ Once Russia does what is required to join the WTO, we will alse work with Congress to terminate

the application to Russia of the Jackson-Vanik amendment — 2 Cold War-era law that tied trade
relations with Russia to Jewish emigration, but remains on the books.

v Russia’s business and legal climate and backsliding on democracy will present sérious obstacles.
At the same time as we have increased our cooperation with the Russian government, our
administration has spoken out on allegations of misconduct in the trial of Mikhail Khodorkovsky
and of the beating and detention of “Strategy 31" demonstrators — and we will continue to do s0 in
defense of universal values, But real opposition parties, independent media, and impartial courts
are also the best tools for fighting corruption — the biggest barrier to economic growth in Russia,
{(On-Ed by Vice President Biden, 03/14/11)

The content contained here is also available on the PD Briefing Book site,
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SUDAN/DARFUR

Sudan Message

v" President Obamz - “Afier decades of conflict, the images of millions of southern Sudanese voters
deciding their own future was an inspiration to the world and another step forward in Africa’s long
journey toward justice and democracy. Mow, all parties have a responsibility to ensure that this
historic moment of promise becomes & moment of lasting progress. The Comprehensive Peace
Agreement must be fully implemented and outstanding disputes must be resolved peacefully. At
the same 1ime, there must be an end to attacks on civilians in Darfur and a definitive end 10 that
conflict.” (02/07/11) (read transgript)

v Speeial Envoy Gration - “While much of the international attention has been focused en the
Comprehensive Peace Agreement recently, and certainly the upcoming referendum in Southern
Sudan, we cannot and we must not forget about the people of Darfur. These people have suffered
too long. And they continue to live with daily reminders of conflict, insecurity, displacement,
banditry. Most of the Darfuris have seen little change in their living conditions over the past seven
years. They currently see little hope for a brighter future. Internally displaced people continue to
live in temporary housing. They depend on emergency assistance. And they don’t even know when
or if they’ll be able to retum to their historical homelands in safety and dignity, should they choose
to do s0.” (12/13/10) (read transcript)

Sudan O&A _
t‘uuld you commgiii on the recent agreement to withdraw troops from Abyei!
V- On June 20, the Goverdment of Sudan-and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movenent signed’
greeineitt in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, which will reduce tensions in Abye and improve the secur
nd humanitarian situation on the ground, These negotiations have not been easy. We commen
th parties for resolving their differences peacefully after the outbreak of viclence;
¥._We dlso thank the AU High-Level ImplemEnianon Panel and its chairman Thabo Mbeki, E
rime Minister Meles, aan TJN Special Re]gxesentauve of the Secreta.ry—General fo{ ‘Sudan Hailg
erikerios for the nruportant role each played in facilitating dialogue between thie parties
” It agresment Is an important first step ~ but the real test of the parties’ commitment will be thi
Fgu implementation of its provisions in the coming days. We will work within the UN Securit

ouncil to seck a resolution authorizing the agreed-upon interim secumty force 1o support the swif
depiloyment of the Ethmplau peacekeepers. At the same time, we urge all parties tp follow throug
n their commitment tp withdraw their military 1 fofees and take steps to facilitate th of the
2i5°of thousands of people displaced by recent’ ﬁghtmg
*_The United States is'stil] concerned about on-going violence in Southern Kordofan'and the
‘_ﬁrwultmg humanitarian crisis, We call on both sides to allow unfettered access for aid workers tg
rovide humanitarian assistance to those in need. We also urge Sudenese leaders in Addis Ababa
¢ on'an immediate cessation of hostilities, (Remarks by Sécretary Clinton, 06/20/11

Couid you provnde an update on the situagion in the Southern Korfodan state of Sudan?
" The s1t|m{tmn in Southemn Kordofan is dire; with deeply disturbing report¥ of attacks based ol
thojeity
The United States condenyis all acts of violence, in particular the Sudanese Armed Forces’ geri
Lj:ombardmgnt of civilians and herassment and intimidation of UN peacekeepers
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¥_With a ceasefire in Southern Kordofan, alongside the agreement to deploy peatekeegers to-Abyei]
we can get the pence process back on track. But without these actions, the roadmap for betig
kelatians with the Government of Sudan cannot be.carried forward, which will only deepen
_ Sudan’s isolation'in the international community|
¥ Without & cease-fire and political negotiations, thé people/of Southern Kordofin caihof enjoy the_
ight to bave their political grievances addressed. The negotiations now wider 'way in Addis Abab
emand the urgent commitment from both sides to peace and to the agreement for immediate help

those civilians canght up in this conflict. (Remarks by President Obama, 06/22/11}

v President Obama — “The Sudanese people have come too far, and sacrificed too rmuch, to see their
dreams of a better future slip from their grasp. Now is the time for Sudanese. leaders to show the
courage and vision that true leadership demands. Now is the time for Sudanese leaders, north and
south, to choose peace.” (06/14/11) (read transcript)

Chuiyox prevides xeadout ffon e Ersidonts nicefing with Special Envoy for Sudan Lyman?
¥, On June 16, President Obama met with Ambassador Princeton Lyman, his Special Envoy fo
v ﬁudan, to discuss the status of- mediation efforts to end the political and humanitarion crisis ia

byei and lie humanitarian crisis and violence in Southern Kordofan

- The Presitlent expressed dewp concefn over the violence and’#hi& Jack of Honjaniidrian access; and

16 underscored the urgent need to gét back to coopérative negotlations to énable full 4ad timel
plementation of the 2005 Comprehensive Peace Apreemeént, including peaceful resolutivn‘of the
ture status of Abyei and the two areas|
7":xAmbassador Lyman updated the President on the recent meetings-Secretary of State Clinton-ha
Vwith the parties during et trip to Africa. President Obama told Ambassador Lyman he is following

e situation closely and gave his full sppport to Ambassador Lyman’s wotk to press for
uecessful gonclusion of the negotiations to achieve & withdrawal from Abyei and & cessation o

dutilitieg across the region and to support the emergence of two vieble states at pfeacf;!
7 President @bama noted the important contributions towards péace made b Ethiopian- Hm
vinister Meles Zenawi and African Union Panel leader Thabo Mbeki
" Special Envoy Lyman plans to return to the regioh this month to help translate political agreemenf

nto lasting and credible security arrangements. In a message to Sudan's leaders, the President sai

;hey must not throw.ayray'the uppottunity to move toward the promisie of I pesce an
prosperity. (White House press statement, 06/16/11) :

The content contained here is also available on the PD Briefing Book site.
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TERRORISM
Terrorism Q&A
iWhat is the U.S, response fo the passage of two new Secuﬂly -Couneil resolutiops on sanction?
Y The United States welcomes the passage on June 17 of Umte'd “Nations Secunty Couno
esolutions 1988 and 1989. The resolutions mark a major step forward in the strengtheniiig ofko
fernational sdnctions regime against terrorists|
gssage of UNSC Resolution 1988, which éstablishes the Afgharilstan sanctions regime, is d’fﬁé
h"taﬁg;ble sign of suppon by the mtemntmual commumty for Afghan*reconcihatxun -effgits, At
g time, the resolution contributes to ongomg efforts to-combat the insurgency. “The new r¢ :E
Firiil be an impottant tool to support the Government of Afghmnstan‘s effortsto réconolle with ,
urgents who are wﬂlmg cut ties to international terrorist organizations, including al Q !
F:flounce vmience and-respect Afghianistan’s constitution, including its protections for al{ Afghafl '

miiitment to disrupt; dismantle, and defeéat a! Qaeda, on the il&éls of recent gains against
t}a&ﬁa s core leadership. We are pleased by the significant refofms the Council has made to
nhance the faimess and transparency of the 1267 Committee’s listing and delisting prmsses W
ope that these enhancements to the regime will allow the Couneil, and the 1267 Commitice g
Jru its attention back to the business of ensuring that these sarictions are fully implemented
ﬂ% ‘e-welcome the strong intemationsl support for these: resolutzgns from & diverse array of membef,
\»—% B'Secunty Councjl - and especmlly the suppoit of Afg’hamstan 's neighbors and fiear
ighbors. All countries in the region stand to benefit frofn a responsible political Setilemefit OF
gh@nconﬁmt, and alsp en end to al Qaeda’s safe havens and the éxporting of extiemism i
eir countrms. These resolutions are another lmportant step fowards achieving these objective
d Wewxll a]so commue o push for more robust nnplementatxon of existing sawtiﬁns b}r all nie
al !

. Passagg of UNSC Resolution 1989 represents: the mtem&honai commMUNity’s conﬁnueq

What are the State Department’s counterterrorism priorities? ’

v Reducing Recruitment. The Countering Violent Exuemism (CVE) work of the. Office of the
Coordinator for Counterterrorisi (S/CT) focuses on three main lines of effort that will reduce
terrorist recruitment: delegitimizing the violent extremist narrative in order to diminish its “"pull”;
developing positive alternatives for youth vulnerable to radicalization to diminish the "push” effect
of grievances and unmet expectations; and building partner capacity o carry out these activities,
Key intents of CVE programming are to diminish the drivers of radicalization and demonstrably
reduce the effectiveness of terrorist propaganda, thus leading to lowered numbers in recruitment.

¥ Buccessful CVE involves more than messaging, however, and we are working with the interagency
to develop programs that address the upstream factors of radicalization in communities particularly
susceptible to terrorist recruitment overseas.

v To be effectivé, CVE work needs 1o be driven by local needs, informed by local knowledge, and
responsive to the immediate concerns of the community, CVE interventions will be highly focused
and short-term and will be developed in cooperation with USAID and others in the interagency as
well as with international partners. Ultimately, host governments are best positioned to execute
truly sustainable CVE efforts.

v" Capacity Building. One of the central challenges to our security is that weak states serve as
breeding grounds for terrorism and instability. We need to build effective law enforcement
capacity, fair and impartial justice and the rule of law, good governance in many places that have
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never known this. Multiple U.8. Government agencies are mobilized in this effori; Justice, FBI,
Treasury, USAID, and the Department of Homeland Security.

v QOne of our most effective capacity building programs is the Antiterrorism Assistance (ATA)
Program, the primary provider of LS. Government antiterrorism training and equipment to law
enforcement agencies of partner nations.

¥ The number of active partnier countries is decreasing to about 55 in an effort to ensure we are
strategically focusing our resources on building partner CT capacity in the right places. The ATA
program is most effective where countries have a combination of political will and basic law
enforcement skills to be most receplive to the advanced training ATA provides, Through.an
emphasis on train-the-trainer courses, we are working with partner nations toward the goal of
institutionalization and self-sustainment of capacities.

v Multilateral Engagement. Building new and strengthening existing partnerships is a cornerstone
of this Administration’s counterterrorism policy. The U.S. cannot address the threat alone and the
UN and other multilateral bodies have resources and expertise that we need to do a better job of
leveraging. With our funding support and guidance, we are getting the UN and regional bodies to
focus on practical projects that targel critical issues and countries.

' v S/CT has been working 1o develop a new multilateral countertervorism initiative, which we believe
would not only be an important step forward but would address a significant gap in the
international counterterrorism architecture: the lack of a central, reliable inter-governmental
platform that allows policymakers and practitioners from different regions to engage on a sustained
basis on various counterterrorism issues.

v All of this work goes on in the context of vigorous diplomatic engagement, We have formal
bilateral counterterrorism consultations with numerous countries. Among them are Australia,
Canada, China, Israel, Egypt, Japan, Pakistan, Algeria, Russia, and India; these consultations have
strengthened our counterterrorism partnerships so we can complement one another’s efforts in
pursuit of a comprehensive approach to our commeon challenges.

v In conclusion, the threat is formidable but we are making some progress. Countering violent
extremism, multilateral engagement, and building local capacity — through our various programs
and with our Department and interagency partners — provide us with the tools to make lasting
progress in our fight against terrorisnt. (Remarks by Coordinator Benjamin, 04/14/11)

The content contained here is also available on the PD Briefing Book site.
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DETAINEES

Detainees Q&A
What is the Administration’s position on the detention center at Guantanamo Bay?

¥ On March 7, the Secretary of Defense issued an order rescinding his prior suspension on the
swearing and referring of new charges in the military commissions. New charges in military
commissions had been suspended since the President announced his review of detainee policy.

v" The Administration has successfully enacted key reforms, such as a ban on the use of statements
taken as a result of cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment, and a better system for handling

" classified information,

v There are certain Guantanamo detainees who have not been charged, convicted, or designated for
transfer, but must continue to be detained because they in effect, remain at war with the U.S. On
March 7, the President issued an Executive Order establishing a thorough process of periodic
review for these detainees, so that any prolonged detention is carefully evaluated and justified.

¥ The periodic review established by this order wiil help to ensure that individuals who we have
determined will be subject to long-term detention continue to be detained only when lawful and
necessary to protect against a significant threat 1o the security of the U.S. If a final determination is
made that a detainee no longer constitutes a significant threat 10 our security, the Secretaries of
State and Defense are to identify 2 suitable transfer location outside the U.S., consistent with the
national security and foreign policy interests of the U.S. and applicable law. No Guantanamo

detainee will be released into the U.S.

v We are grateful to all of our allies and periners who have worked with the Administration to
implement the transfers undertaken thus far in a secure and humane manner, especially those who

have resettied detainees from third countries.

¥ In December, Congress enacted restrictions on the prosecution of Guantanamo detainees in Federal
courts. The Administration opposes these restrictions as a dangerous and unprecedented challenge
to Executive authority to select the most effective means available to bring terrorists to justice and

safeguard our security,

v~ We will seek repeal of the restrictions imposed by Congress, so that we can move forward in the
forum that is, in our judgment, most in line with our national security interests and the interests of

justice. .

v Because of the vital importance of the rule of law to the effectiveness and legitimacy of our
national security policy, the Administration is announcing our support for two important
components of the international legal framework that covers armed conflicts: Additional Protocol

IT and Article 75 of Additional Protocol I to the 1949 Geneva Conventions.

v Additional Protocol 1I, which contains detailed humane treatment standards and fair trial
guarantees that apply in the context of non-international armed conflicts, was eriginally submitted
to the Senate for approval by President Reagan in 1987, The Administration urges the Senate to act
as soon as practicable on this Protocol. An extensive interagency review concluded that U.S.

military practice is elready consistent with the Protocol’s provisions.

v Article 75 of Additional Protocol 1, which sets forth fundamental guarantees for persons in the
hands of opposing forces in an international armed conflict, is similarly important to the
international legal framework. Although the Administration continues to have significant concerns
with Additional Protocol I, Article 75 is a provision of the treaty that is consistent with our current

policies and practice and is one that the United States has historically supported.
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v" Qur adherence to these principles is also an important safeguard against the mistreatment of
captured U.S. military personnel. (Fagt Sheet on New Actions on Guantdnamo and Detainge
Policy, 03/07/11)

v Since the beginning of this Administration, we have transferred 67 detainees to 24 different
destinations, ircluding the transfer of 40 detainees to third countries.

¥ Pursuant to our effort to close Guantanamo, we are in ongoing discussions with a number of
foreign partners regarding transfer options for the remaining detainees so approved, as well as
those ordered reteased by our courts,

v" Today, 172 detainees remain at Guantanamo. There were 242 at the facility on January 21, 2009,
Since 2002, around 600 detainees have departed Guantanamo, including more than 500 during the
prior administration. (Press Guidance, 03/21/11)

The content contained here Is also available on the PD Briefing Book site.
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(back to top)
IRAQ

Iraq Message
v

President Obama — “Going forward, a transitional force of U.S. troops will remain in Iraq with a
different mission: advising and assisting Iraq’s Security Forces, supporting Iraqi troops in targeted
counterterrorism missions, and protecting our civilians. Consistent with our agreement with the
Iraqi government, all U.S. troops will leave by the end of next year. As our military draws down,
our dedicated civilians — diplomats, aid workers, and advisors — are moving into the lead 1o support
Iraq as it strengthens its government, resolves political disputes, resettles those displaced by war,
and builds ties with the region and the world.” (08/31/10) (read transcrip()

President Obama — “Even as we transition 1o an [raqi lead and bring our troops home, our
commitment to the Iragi people endures. We will continue to advise and assist Iragi security
forces, who are already responsible for security in most of the country. And a strong American
civilian presence will help Iragis forge political and economic progress. This will not be a simple
task, but this is what success looks like: an Irag that provides no haven to terrorists; a democratic
Iraq that is sovereign and stable and self-reliant.” (05/22/10} (read transcript)

Vice President Biden - “[This] administration is absolutely committed to a successful, stable,
representative, and just raq, And we are commitied to building an enduring partnership between
Iraq and the United States.., As President Cbama made clear last year, we will end our combat
mission of our troops this summer and draw down our forces in compliance with the U.S.-Iraqi
security agreement. But even as we draw down our military... we will ramp up our political,
diplomatic, and economic engagement with Iraq.” (01/23/10) (read transeript)

Iraq Q&A

Eo,uld you comment on U.S. efforis to promote a better business environuient in Traq?

The U.S. govemment bélieves strongly that expanding economic opportusiity i a5 éssential a
uilding demooratic institutions. In particular, it’s véry imporiant for paple going throughi the
shanges that are sweeping the region to believe and fo see that democtacy deliversi

We see too few American companies alongside our soldiers and our diplomats. Itagis are looking

L—}o rebuild every sector of thieit scononty, not only their oil sector but agribusiness, ‘transportation]
housing‘, banking, and many othersi
There are still significant security challenges, botifenecks In infrastructure, unclear regulations)

d, unfortunately, corruption. But as our Iraqi colleagues will tell you, they are working hard td
1ake it easier to do buginess in Iraq for Iragis and foreign investors alike

g:'ﬁach company will make its own decisions about the costs and benefits, but'we want to.go on

record unequivocallyin encouraging American business to begin that process, and we will
everything we can to support you in it. Qur embassies and consulates will be hubs that suppor
commercial activity in every region of Iraq. The State Department will work hard to champio
American companies. USAID, Treasury, the Departments of Energy and Agriculture, OPIC, Ex
and many other agencies have unique and proven experience that we can bring fo the table
Ambassador Jeffrey is-working hard to establish an American Chamber of Commeice in
hich would be another pawerful advooste]
{ltimately these decisions are up 1o the Iraqi people: the leaders of the government, the leaders o
industry, and, of course, Iraqi men and women who want that better future. Remarks by Secre

Clinton, 06/03/11

¥ “Fact Sheet: Doing Business in Trag (06/03/11)
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What is the status of the transition in Iraq?

¥ The safety of U.S. government personnel is of primary importance, and we are balancing risk with
the value of the mission.

¥ For years, our diplomats ‘have served effectively in inhospitable environments, In Irag, we have
opéraied successfully in multiple areas with only Diplomatic Security since 2004. We have high
cenfidence that out capablée civilians will continue to meet thé diplomatic and security challenges.
Thisis true now and it will be true after the military completes its draw down,

¥ The Department of State is well aware of the challenges that still exist in Iraq. Our coordinated
transition plan, developed with the military, is being implemented with these challenges in mind

* and is realistic.in its approach.

v We are confident that, in close coordination and cooperation with the U.S. military and the
Governinent of Irag, we will carry out a successful transition beyond 2011 while maintaining
security for our-personnel,

v In addition, we continue to see progress in the capacity of the Iraqi Security Forces, which are
already in the lead on security, and judge that this progress will continue.

¥ The United States and Iraq are rebalancing the relationship while we remain committed to a
comprehensive partnership — based on the Strategic Framework Agreement signed between our
two countries — that-wili broaden the emphasis on political, economic, environmental,
techiological and cultural cooperation, while also expariding on success in the realm of security
that was the focus of recent years. (Press Guidance, 05/17/11)

v Fact Sheet; Strengthening Irag (05/19/11)

The contént contained here is also availabie on the PD Briefing Book site.

C ﬂlPl.OMAGf

Briefing
Book ?

Content drawn from guidance materials previously cledred by the State Department 3
U.8. DEPARTMENT OF STATE » PD BRIEFING BOOK « PDBRIEFINGBOOK@STATE.GOV

UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Depariment of State Case No. F-2011-08841 Doc No. C18761294 Date: 06/14/2012

StateDept01807



UNCLASSIFIEDR U.S. Department of State Case Mo - w07 i an oan M " 5/071494 bate: Uo/i4/2U14

UNCLASSIFIED

" NOT FOR PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION

(back to top)
IRAN

Iran Message
v Secretary Clinfon — “The prospect of a nuclear-armed Iran concerns us all. And to address that
threat, together we have pursued a dual-track approach of engagement and pressure, aimed at
encouraging Iran's leaders to change course. The draft resolution. agreed to by all of our P-5+1
parthers and circulated at the Security Council sends a clear message to the Iranian leadership; Live
up to your obligation, or face growing isolation and consequences. As we continue to cooperate in
New York, the burden is on Iran to demonstrate through its actions that it will uphold its
responsibility.” (05/21/10) (read transcript)
v Natignal Security Adv1sor Jones — “Tran’s continiied defiance of its international obligations on
its nuclear program and its support of terrorism represents a significant regional and global threat.
A nuclear-armed Iran could transform the landscape of the Middle East, precipitaling a nuclear
arms race, dramatically increasing the prospect and danger of local conflicts, fatally wounding the
global non-proliferation regime, and emboldéning the terrorists and extremists who threalen the
| United States and our allies. Therefore, we are now working actively with allies and partners to
increase the costs of Iran’s continued failure-to live up to its international obligations. This
includes a U.N. Security Council sanctions resolution.” (04/21/10) (read transcript)

. iran Q&A
| FInw““dQ’eﬁ‘ the-U:SLE: gpfuditﬁ’ﬂ“ "'zin‘!f[’rgsident’ Miadine]ad s assCriion At nomcentives
would persuade h‘ﬂn,tg Ef6p EnFich it activities?
. We Have askedIiEno enterintd; gHEgOflatl()ﬂSAOn'i@r Hucledr programwith the. mternatmna_s

: m;numtyi represented bLy \the PS5+, in goo;l 2 and. with ‘sincerity TPremdenf Ahitigdineiad’s
e nse;h;s ;hqrefore dxsappomung but 101 surpns ng
e uf Chgpt:px VII N Secty]ty Ceuncil tesolutions, THAH 1§ piider dn obhgg}icng Without
frEricfelatéd and reprocessing Achvilles; ncud Satchand

; ﬁ:&lgo‘cbgpega;tg th'the IABA’s mvestxgat:qn grntcmtsqnuclear progmm:anﬁ shovq
*i)&imcyto -thejnt emauonal community in drdet. towesﬂg_lyeantemahgnai concerns abolting

'rtnre of Iran’s mxclear progi@gl
ZWe call oni Tran to fully comply,\wath :tgﬁtezpahmmlknﬁcleat obligations, in¢luding those ig
vénd:its yraniurh entic (8¢ Glidance, 06/07/11

rut

'Wi;};i,t A5 tholU: S rehction o the JAEA: Direclor General’s staternent regarding the passible
R ,fﬂ—'—‘—'*“‘l"

‘ njlitrrvdi ensions-of Jran’s nuclear"program 4

| % ok lﬁﬁ%?rector Creneral's statement an{ll@teﬁt repo;tun‘wcrs’gores h;gn [ ppnﬁnue’d fg?u"s'i’[ 10
'co?nﬁly‘!@‘nth its ﬁltemahonal nuciear obhgahons and its, sugthmcd lagk of coeperafxon mtﬁ}the
FATA on’numerous issqgs, mcludmg,{he po§§:blq mrlzf‘m:y dlmenslons to ity nucle?.rl ro glgam
’V_Jlran 8 conhn,umg r;gn;respgnsé tgathé%ntwai questions that surround a ppss:blq p:ul: ‘ﬁunensm
o Iran’s nitclear py d&sply. trouhlmz and reinforées the' ‘urgent-need for Img to cooperate
ILy* with the 1A,

% The mtemational cnmmumty will cfontmue {0 Ht}ldm doconntablé to its,internati enal fiucieat
obligafmns, mclu(hng b} Jincreﬁsmg the mimaubhaI pressure on. Iranf
WW:: call o%r,ltan o cnmp %ﬁﬂly’ “with jts.internstiohal obligations At Cogperate TuLly, with (e

o (Piaf Guidance, 06/067]
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(StatSDeparmentipressistatementy

What is the current status of intenational sanctions on Iran? ' -

¥ Sanctions imposed by the Obama Administration are part of our dual-track strategy of engagement
and pressure-to address the challenges posed by [ran. Iran has so far not demonstrated a willingness
to meet its international obligations or negotiate sefiously on its nuclear program, and so we and
our international partnets have had no choice but to step up pressures.in the hope that Iran will
reconsider what’s in its own besi interest.

v The Administration’s sanctions policies have already had a significant impact on fran’s encrgy
sector. Five major oil companies have committed to terminate their involvement in Iran. Major
suppliers.of fefinéd petroleum and énergy traders have stopped sales of refined product to Iran. Jet
fuel suppliers are now refusing to supply jet fuel to Iran Air at.most destinations in Europe and
Asia where Iran Air flies. And now the imposition of sanctions against seven companies under the
amended Iran Sanctions-Act will send a strong signal to companies around the world about the
fisks of doing business with Ifai1. (White House press briefing, 05/24/11)

v We have emphasized from the start that what is at issue between [ran and the rest of the world is
not its right'to a peaceful nuclear program, but rather its decades-iong failure to liveup to the

~ responsibilities that come with that right.

v "We sought to creale early opportunities for [ran to pursue a different path and to build confidence
i its intentions. This was a serious demonstration of good faith and an investmerit in partnership
with a growing coalition of countries profoundly concerned about [ran’s ruclear ambitions.

v We will intensify the costs of continued non-compliance and show Iran that pursuit of a nuclear
weapons program will make it less secure. In the meantime we will continue to reassure our friends
and partniers in the Guif of our long-térm commitment to their security.

v Sanctions and pressure are not an end in themselves. They ar¢ a complement, not a substitute, for
the diplomatic solution to which we and our partners are still firmly committed. There is still time
for diplomacy if Tran is prepared to engage in serious discussions. There is still room for a renewed
effort 1o break down mistrust, and begin a careful, phased process of building confidence between
Iran and the international community. (Statement by Undersecretary Burns, 12/01/10)

- v Fact Sheet: Holding fran Accountable (05/19/11)
v FactSheet: Companies Reducing Energy-Related Business with Iran (05/24/11)
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v Fact Sheet: Seven Companiés Sanctioned Under the Amended lran Sanctions Act (05/24/11)

The content contained here is also available on the PD Briefing Book site.
|PUBLIC miPLamAcy |
Briefing”
Book
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(back to top)
MIDDLE EAST PEACE

Israel/Palestine Message

v President Obama — “The United States believes that negotiations should result in two states, with
permanent Palesiinian borders with Israel, Jordan, and Egypt, and permanent Israeli borders with
Palestine. We believe the borders of Israel and Palestine should be based on the 1967 lines with
mutually agreed swaps, so that secure and recognized borders are established for both states. The
Palestinian people must have the right to govern themselves, and reach their full potential, in a

| sovereigh and contiguous state.” (05/19/11)(read transcript)

v Special Envoy Mitchell - “The best outcome is an agreement which results in two states living
stde by side in peace and security, and the only way that can be achieved is through direct
negotiations between the parties in which the United States will be an active and sustained
participant, and with the full sepport of our many friends and allies around the world.” (08/20/10)

! (read transcript) A

v Secretary Clinton — “We support a two-state solution, with Israelis and Palestinians co-existing
peacefully and with mutual security, We believe that through good-faith negotiations, the parties
can mutually agree on an outcome which ends:the conflict and recongiles the Palestinian goal of an
independent and viable staie based on the [967 lines, with agreed swaps, and the Isracli goal of a
Jewish state with secure and recognized borders that reflect subsequent developments and meet
Israeli security requirements. And we recognize that Jerusalem is a deeply important issue to
Israelis and Palestinians, to Jews, Mustims, and Christians everywhere. We believe it is possible to
reach an outcome that both realizes the aspirations of all parties for Jerusalem, and safeguards its

status for the future.” (02/14/10} (read transcript)

Israei/Palestine Q& A
LWhat 15 the U.S. response to the burning of « mosque in the Wesi Bank on Juie 73
; TheUntited States condemns the bumnirig and vandalizing of a-mosque in the West’ ﬁ@ village of
‘ @shMuE]myyir on June;
‘ W “*5 Thi'attack Is the latest of SEveral such atis.of violence Agains West Bank i MOSqUES. Thesq_,
_;ncldcnts haye served to undermine efforts to-piomote a compx:ehenswe peace in- the region -

We call on the Tsracli government to investigate this attack-and bring:the pcrpbtrators to justice]
T cal all parties. (State. Department press statement,-06/07/11

What is;the U.S. response t6 the June 5 shootings on the Israeli-’Syrmn bordei?
v Wergre deeply trofibled by attempts.to.cross the disengagémerit line on June § in- The'Gdlan
cights, resultiny in injuries and the loss of life, and coiidemn’ the/ Syrian governmient;

wwolvement jn inciting these events__

V1t is clear that such behavior will not distract attention from the Syrian govefnment’s ongoing
l—j'epresswn of demonstrators
As we have said, Israel, 1ike any sovereign nation, has & right fo defénd itself, We call for an end to
ﬁxe violence and for all sides to exercige restraint. (Press Guidance, 06/06/11

E the 0.S. working to prevent another incident between & flafilla to Gaza and Israeli for;_j
For the past year we-have made clear that groups and individuals that seek to break Israe[’

Ean_ume blockade of Gaza are taking jrresponsible and provocative aclions that entail a i E
eir safe
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What is U.S. policy on Middle East peace as outlined by President Obama?

v A lasting peace will involve two states for two peoples: Israel as a Jewish state and the homeland
for the-Jewish people, and the state of Palestine as the homeland for the Palestinian people, each
state enjoying self-determination, mutual recognition, and peace. :

¥ The United States believes that negotiations should result in two states, with permanent-Palestinian
borders with Israel, Jordan, and Egypt, and permanent Israeli borders with Palestine. We believe \
the borders of Israel and Palestine should be based on the 1967 lines with mutually agreed swaps, !
so that secure and recognized borders are established for both states. The Palestinian people must
have the right to govern themselves, and reach their full potential, in a sovereign and contiguous
state,

v Every state has the right to self-defense, and Israel must be able to defend itself — by itself — against
any threat. Provisions must also be robust enough to prevent a resurgence of terrorism, to stop the
infiltration of weapons, and to provide effective border security. The full and phased withdrawal of
Isrzeli military forces should be coordinated with the assumption of Palestinian security
responsibility in a sovereign, non-militarized state. .

v These steps alone will not resolve the conflict; because two wrenching and emotional issues will
remain: the future of Jerusalem, and the fate of Palestinian refugees. But moving forward now on
the basis of tefritory and security provides a foundation to resolve those two issues in a way that is
just and fair, and that respects the rights and aspirations of both Israelis and Palestinians,

: v TFor the Palestinians, efforts 10 delegitimize Israel will end in failure. Symbolic actions to isolaie
Israel af the United Nations will nol create an independent state. Palestinian leaders will not
achieve peace or prosperity if Hamas insists on a path of terror and rejection. And Palestinians will
never realize their independence by denying the right of Israel to exist.

v As for Israel, our friendship is rooted deeply in a shared history and shared values. Our
commitment to Israel’s security is unshakeable. But precisely because of our friendship, it's
important that we tell the truth: the status quo is unsustainable, and Israel too must act boldly to
advance a lasting peace. (Remarks by President Obama, 03/19/11) i ‘

Can you confirm that the Palestinian Authority and Hamas have completed a reconciliation
' agreement? .
v We understand Fatah and Hamas have reached a reconciliation agreement, What is important now
is that the Palestinians ensure that implementation of the agreement advances the prospects of
peace rather than undermines them.
v We understand the concerns of some members of Congress. As a new Palestinian government is
i formed, we will assess it based on its policies and will determine the implications for our assistance
i based on U.S. Jaw.
[ v We are confident President Abbas remains committed to the principles of nonvislence, recoghition
of the state of Israel, and acceptance of previous agreements and obligations between the parties.
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v To play a constructive role in achieving peace, any interim Palestinian government formed in the
period before elections must ensure its actions fully implement these principles. The U.S. stance
toward such a government will be fully consistent with U.S. law.

v Hamas is well aware of what is at stake and our position is clear and unequivocal: 1o play a
constructive role in achieving peace and building an independent Palestinian state, any Palestinian

“government must commit to the principles of nonviolence, recognition of the staie of Israel, and
acceptance of previous agreements and obligations between the parties. Our position on Hamas has
not-changed; Hamas is a designated Foreign Terrorist Organization.

v We are speaking with President Abbas and his government as part of our ongoing consultations on
these issues. We will continue to seek information on the details of the agreement and to consult
with the parties about these issues. We refer you to the Palestinians for the details of the agreement.
(Press Guidance, 05/09/11)

v Secretary Clinton — “We've made it very clear that we cannot support any government that
consists of Hamas unless and until Hamas adopts the Quartet principles.” (read transeript)
(05/05/11)

The content contained here is also available on the PD Briefing Book site.
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(back to top)

MENA TRANSITION AND REFORM

MENA Transition and Reform Message

v Assistant Secretary Posaer — “Qur response to the upheaval in the Middle East has been rooted in
a consistent set of principles: We have opposed the use of violence against peaceful protesiers and
supported the universal rights of free expression, assembly, and association and the right to
participate in the affairs of the state. We have strongly condemned, including in multilateral fora,
the killing, torture, and abuse of peaceful protéstors. We have made clear our view that people’s
legitimate demands and aspirations must be met by positive engagement from governments, in the
form of meaningful political and economic reforms.” (05/05/11) (read transcript)

v Secretary Clinton — “Uprisings across the region have exposed myths that for 100 long were used
to justify a stagnant status quo. You know the myth that governments can hold on to power without.
responding to their people’s aspirations or respecting their rights; the myth that the only way to
produce change in the region is through violence and conflict; and, most pemicious of all, the myth
that Arabs do not share universal human aspirations for freedom, dignity, and opportunity.”
(04/13/11) (read transcript)

v Secretary Clinton — “Democratic change must giow fiom within. It cannat be implanted fiom the
outside. And let me be among the first of many to say the West certainly does not have all of the
answers. The first steps of change have.come quickly and dramatically. It-is, however, proving

; tragically difficult in Libya. In other nations, change is likely to be more deliberate and methodical.
In all cases, the United States will support citizens and governments as they work for progress,”

(02/28/11) (read transcript)

MENA Transition and Reform Q&A
S‘Q“p@‘gﬁgﬁpﬂd‘e %n npdate onflig SHUAHOAL Y ERIEN 7,
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V. The U.S. Embassy in Sana’a remains open for emergency services.
u-}:een suspended, We remain.on ordered departure|
| We have sean repotts of al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula’s (AQAP) activities in south Yeme
]bhncl we contitie to gather facts to paint a clearer picture of the situation on the ground in Yemen, T
s clear that. AQAP rerpains a major threat to the U.S, homeland, as well as to Yemen's stabili
ia.nd that of the region, We continue to-do everything in our powerto ensure we address that threa
v AQAP takes advantage of the lack of security and poor governance in regidns of Yemen that suffer
m ongoing internal conflicts, regource challenges, insufficiént delivery of services, and
7‘_J;ntaﬁizr:.tma security archltccmre]
Counterterrorism cooperation is in Yemen's Interest as Well as the interest of the U.S, While th
eurrent situation i Yemen is volatile, our shaved interest' with ‘the Yemeni government in fghting
rrorism, pamcularly defeating AQAP, does not rely solély on one mdmdual We expect that an
emer successor govemment w:ll be 8 sohd counterterrotisi parfner, 6

EWlmzt is the U.S. respanse to the skutdown of Internet, serﬂcc*m Syna?l

g .The U.S. is deeply concerned by reports that Intemet service has‘becn,shyt’.dqwn across Syrial

HWe condemn in the strongest terms any effort fo suppress the Syrian peoplé’s exerciseof: theg
{ights to free expression, assembly, and association. This includes intimidation or violence agains

E7\“_;:zear.ce:1"|.nl protestors: and restnctans on the Interniet and connection technologxes!
' V.. .Even: ce of'§ cant obstacles, the Syrian people will find a way to make {heir voices
; ¥"_The United Statgs; stands‘for universal rights and belicves thit.all governments, including the

yrian goveriment; must respect them. (Press Guidance 06/06/117 _
- On May 16, the White House released the International Strategy for Cyberspace, which noted tha

“states should not arbitrarily deprive or disrupt individuals’ access to the Internet or,oth
netwoﬂ‘:ed technologies.” We condemn such shutdowss in the strongest terms, (Staternent
Clinton, 06/04/11)

Can you provide an update on the situation in Syria%
V' As Secretary Clinton said, the torture and murder of Hamza Ali al-Khateeb — a 13 year-old boy o
bolizes the total collapse of any effort by the Syrian government to work with and listen t(L_T
eir own peop]e We condemn this barbaric violence to a child and call on the Syrian goyernm
o immegigtely gease ail bratality and begin a traigition to real democrac.y
v., 1t is mcreasmgly ‘clear that empowered publgcs throughout the region are maki mg ¢l ear1hem
emand to see an efid o the kind of gavernment brutahty that Jeads to: thé torture and. death 6F 4
tiild, ay well as.an overalbend to governance’by coercion’ ‘and Aat: consenf
" . The Syrisn goverhment must respect the human rights and dignity. of fhie Synan ‘peaple, As we
ve said, Prosident Assad can either lead thé transition oureently underway in Syrig or gét out. oi
ie way. Sectetary Clinton recently said that the lcgmmacy that is necessary-for anyone to
hiange 16 ovour under this current government is, if not gone, nearly ran out
. Although Ambassador Ford has regularly met with Syrian governthent officials throughout hi
benure in Damasecns, the Syrian govemment' hag refused his most recent requests for meetings wii
Syriag officials, Asbassador Ford continues (o meet with a variety of Syrians to explain our view
pad to urge that they develop and waorlk for a vision for Syria that allows freedomn of expression, thy
right to be free from fear of arrest or torture, and the right for peacefisl marches, and a real politie
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Can you provide.an update on the situation in Libya?

v We welcome the decision by NATQ allies to éxtend the mandate of Operation Unified Pratector
for 90 days beyond June 27. This decision sends a clear message that NATO, and the entire
international community, stands with the people of Libya. (Press Guidance, 06/0 i

: v The President has made very clear what we want 10 see. The attacks on civiliahs must stop.

i President Qadhafi must stop his troops’ advance, pull them back from arcas they have foreibly
entered, and establish water, electricity, and gas supplies to all areas. Humanitarian assistance must
be allowed to reach the'people of Libya. These terms are nonnegoliable.

v We also note the numerous ceasefire pledges President Qadhafi has made since the crisis began,
only to flagrantly violate them each time. Any political process would have to be broad-based and
inclusive and lead to a transition that reflects the will of the Libyan people and the departure of
President-Qadhafi from power and Libya.

v Our decision to provide non-lethal U.S. government assistance to Libya was based on our
assessment of the needs of the Transitional National Council (TNC) at that time as well as
international appeals and in keeping with U.S. law,

v The immediate facus of any vesting action by the President would be approximately $200 million
that is composed of cash held in the United States in the name of the Government of Libya-related
entities.

v The abysmal human rights record of the Qadhafi fegime means assistance 10 Libya is provided on
the basis of a notwithstanding or other special authorities. (Press Guidance, 05/31/11)

v Fact Sheet: Transition and Reform in Libya (05/19/11)

Is the U.S. encouraged by recent developments in Bahrain?

¥ Lifting the state of emergency marks the beginning of a process-that will unfold in theweeks and
months ahead. We wilt work cooperatively with the government in taking additional steps to
restore confidence and restore human rights as the process moves forward.

| v We welcome:the King's May 31 announcement that a comprehensive and unconditional dialogue

| will begin in July.

v We trust that lifting the state of emergency, in conjunction with the King’s announcement about the
resumption of dialogue and other steps the government has taken, will help to foster an atmosphere
in which dialogue can take place and respect for human rights can be fostered.

¥ In the coming weeks, the Bahraini government should focus on creating a positive environment for
reconciliation and credible political dialogue, as well as addressing human rights conceens,
Leadership is needed from all sides to make such a dialogue possible.

v We recognize that the Bahraini government has the sovereign right to ask for the deployment of
Gulf Cooperation Council forces. That said, we continue to emphasize that there is no security
solution to the political problems facing Bahrain; there must be a credible poljtical process that
addresses the legitimate concerns of all Bahrainis. (Press Guidance, 06/01/11)

' Fact Sheet: U.S. Support for Democratic Reform in Bahrain (05/19/11)
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What is the U.S. response to the recent events in the Middle East and North Afriea?

The nations of the Middle East and North Africa won their independence long ago, but in too many
places their people did not. In too many countries, power has been concentrated in the hands of a
few. In.too many countries, a citizen has no honest judiciary to hear his case; no independent media
to give him voice; no credible political party to represent his views; no free and fair election where
he could choose his leader.

The events of the past six months show us that strategies of repression and strategies of diversion
will not work anymore. Through the moral force of nonviolence, the people of the region have
achieved riwore change in six months than terrorists have accomplished in decades.

The question before us is what role America will play as this story unfolds. For decades, the U.5.
has pursued a set of core interests in the region: countering terrorism and stopping the spread of
nuclear weapons; securing the free flow of commerce and safe-guarding the security of the region;
standing up for Israel’s security and pursuing Arab-Israeli peace.

We will continue to do these things, with the firm belief that America’s interests are not hostile to
people’s hopes; they’re essential to them. Yet-we must acknowledge that a sirategy based solely
upon the narrow pursuit of these interests will not fill an empty stomach or allow someone to speak
their mind. Moreaver, failure to speak to the broader aspirations of ordinary people will only feed
the suspicion that has festered for years that the United States pursues our interests at their expense.
We face a historic opportunity. We have the chance to show that America values the dignity of the
street vendor in Tunisia more than the raw power of the dictator. There must be no doubt that the
United States of America welcomes change that advances self-determination and opportunity.

Not every country will follow our particular form of representative democracy, and there will be
times when our short-term interests don’t align perfectly with our long-term vision for the region.
But we can, and we will, speak out for a set of core principles — principles that have guided our
response to the events over the past six months: 1) the U.S. opposes the use of violence and
représsion against the people of the region; 2) the U.S. supports a set of universal rights, which
include free speech, the freedom of peaceful assembly, the freedom of religion, equality for men
and women under the rule of law, and the right to choase your own leaders; and 3) we support
political and economic reform in the Middle East and North Africa that can meet the legitimate
aspirations of ordinary people throughout the region.

1t will be the policy of the United States to promote reform across the region, and to support
transitions to democracy. That effort begins in Egypt and Tunisia, where the stakes are high. But
our support must also extend to nations where transitions have yet to take place. (Remarks by

President Obama, 05/19/11)
Fact Sheet: A “Moment of Qpportunity™ in the Middle East and North Africa (05/19/11)

The content contained hare is also available on the PD Briefing Book site.
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(back 1o top)

NORTH KOREA

North Korea Message :

v President Obama — “We will work with allies and partners to hold North Korea accountable,
including at the United Nations Security Council, making it clear that security and respect for
North Korea will never come through aggression, but only by uphelding its obligations.”
{06/02/10) (read transcript)

v Secretary Clinton — “The path that will lead North Korea to security and prosperity is to stop its
provacative behavior, halt its policy of threats and belligerence toward its neighbors, and take
irreversible steps to fulfill its denuclearization commitments, and comply with international law.,”
{05/24/10) (read transcript)

‘ v Seeretary Clinton — “North Korea can still choose another path. Instead of isolation, poverty,

| conflict, and condemnation, North Korea could enjoy integration, prosperity, peace, and respect. Its

! people could finally experience a better life... North Korea's future depends on the choices that its
leaders make today.” (05/26/10) {read transcript)

North Kerea Q& A

Could you comment on #he implementation of the North Korean Human Rights Act?)

} ¥__Advancing human rights is a top U.S, priority in our North Korea policy and is among the primary

Yactors that will determine if any long-term improvement between the U.S. and the Democratid

_People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) will be possible]

¥ _The North Korean Human Rights Act of 2004 and its reauthorization in 2008 demonstrate
Congress” commitment to ensuring that the well-being of the North Korean people remaing

TE]:ﬂant foreign policy priority. This legislation created the Special Envoy for North Korean

uman Rights Issu
\gaging with DPRK officials is a key Tequirement of the position of the Special Envoy for No
oredn Human Rights, Ambassador King’s recent trip was the first time the Special Envoy fo:
oth Koreah Human Rights Issues was granted entry to the DFRK. and the first time We wete ab.
o engage in a direct dialogue about ways North Korea cdn improve its human rights record
We have also encouraged our partners to include human rights in their North Koréa policy. In
L_}:dditign to consulfing with other governments, we met with organizations that deal with North
Korea luman rights {ssues — think tanks and academic institutions that analyze human rigl_lts ‘is?j@
| hdvocacy organizations that call attention to human right abuses; ’humanitarian assistance
rganizations that provide food, medical ald, and other assistance to the DERK; éducation,
cultural, and scientific organizations that seek to éngage the DPRK; churches and religio
trganiz.ziﬁnns; and Korean-American organizations that are interested in family reunions with

latives living in the DPRK.
Between FY 2008-2011, the Départment received $9.5 million from the Economic Support Fund to
rommote rule of law gnd human rights, increase media freedomn, and build clvil society in Nor
ored. These funds alse support efforts to build the capacity of thé defector and NGO communi
n the South Kore to better advocate for improved conditions inside the DPRK
,_;._;_)Sinee 2004, the U.S. has ressttled 120 North Korean refugees and their familics, We rem
Ective_fy committed to ensuring that each Norih Korean refugee who Is interested and eligible gaing
Access to the U.8. Refugee Admissions Program, The U.S. remains deeply concerned about th
light of North Korean refugees and asylum seekers. Reports of the involuntary returs of No
F(preans from China to the DPRK, including victims of human trafficking, remain decply,
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dxstmbmg,.as these mmmces ofien face s;nous consequences. We.continue fo \ urge ‘Chind to adherg

to itg. oblxgatlons as a party to the 1951 Reﬁlgee Convention and its 1967 Proiocol mcludmgl)y no}

e)tpdhng or fom;bly refurning North Korearis who ghould be protected under those treaties]

¥ "To increase the flow of independent information into, out of, and within the copntry, the U.S

l_Eovnmment funds Korean-language broadcasting into North Korea by the Broadcastmg Board ¢

overnors (BBG) and supports independent and defector-run broadcasts thiough the Bureau for

TIOCTacY, - ‘Hunan Rights and Labor, The BBG continues to,gxplore avenues to expand ‘broad:
apability into Noith Kores, and the Department of State is exploring opp(q@n_;;;gs;u_s_u_;g‘ggd

¢dia to rench North Kdreans. (Remarks by Ambassador Kifig, 06/02/11)

Dld -Ambassador King discuss human rights with Northi Koreai-officials wkile e way the:;:i
¥ Ambassador King had discussions on human tights issues with DPRK: offictdls. inNorth Ko
v The United States remains deeply concemied, about the human rights situation:
ights are'n'top U.S. riority
This IS8 sign Tcantgrst tep, tow “on human rights Concetns, 118 wa
be first time the United States® Special Envoy ‘for North Koreem Human- R1ghts Waé gmnted en
o-thie DPRK and the first time we were.able to engage In & diréct discussion on how North Kore
ifnprove its human rights record, We welcoms a continied diatogue with.the DPRK on huraen
ights igsues, (Press Guidance, 06/01/11]

Whatﬁqre the findings of the U.S. food assistance assessment team in Northﬁ(orea
;ﬁel& tgam of foud security experts conducted assessments throughout the cotintry.an
mm:ml in North Korea until June 2, We will evaluste their ﬁndmgs after their miigsion:
naking any decision to proyide assistapce;
Spedial Bnvoy for North Korea Human Rights Robert RKing end USAID Deputy Asszstmlja7
ONEYRng

dministrator Jon Brause met with First Vice Foreign Minister Kim Kye-gwan, Vice Forei

vinister Ri Yong-ho, and Divector Gerieral for North American Affairs Ri Gun in Py
orth’ Koreal

MAm*bassadbr King and; Irfeputy Assistant Adminjstrator Brauseidiscussed monitoring fering
: V_ﬁ:ceﬂ.sary 1 assure that: if the United States provides huma.mtgan gid to the ,DPREC; it will reachi
The

ose for whom it is intended|_
United States remains concemed about the weli*being of the North Korean people. (Press

idance, 05/31/11)

¥ The U,8: govcmment‘s Dolicy on the provision of food assigtancess based on thrge facturm,l) ‘the
evel of need in  given country; 2) competirig ieeds i ofher couniries; and.3) our abillly to er urd
hat aid is reliably reaching the peaple in nédd; This policy i§cBnsistent with oiif Iong»standm
ol of providing-emeérgency humanitarian assistance to the people of countries around theworl
where thete are lepitimate humanitarian needs. (Remarks by Ambassador King, 06/02/11

The content contained here is also avaifable on the PD Briefing Book siie.
[ PUBLIC BIRLOMACY
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{back to top)

AFGHANISTAN AND PAKISTAN
Afghanistan and Pakistan Message
v President Obama - “In Afghanistan, we remain focused on the three areas of our strategy: our
military effort 1o break the Taliban’s momentum and train Afghan forces so they can take the lead;
our civilian effort to promote effective governance and development; and regional cooperation,
especially with Pakistan, because our strategy has 10 succeed on both sides of the border.”
(12/16/10} (read transcripi)
v President Obama— “This war has changed over the last nine years, but it’s no less important than
it was in those days after 9/11. We toppled the Taliban regime — now we must break the
\ momentum of a Taliban insurgency and train Afghan security forces. We have supported the
! election of a sovereign government — now we must strengthen its capacities. We’ve brought hope
to the Afghan people - now we must see that their country does'not fall prey to our comimon
enemies.., There will be difficult days ahead, We will adapt, we will persist, and I have no doubt
that together with our Afghan and international partners, we will succeed in Afghanistan.”
(05/22/10) (read transcript)
v President Obama — *I want to send a strong message that the partnership between the United
States and Afghanistan is going 1o continue, We have seen already progress with respect to the
military campaign against extremism in the region. But we also want to continue to make progress
: on the civilian process of ensuring that agricultural production, energy production, good
! governance, rule of law, anticorruption efforts —all these things end up resulting in a Afghanistan
that is more prosperous, more secure, independent; is not subject to meddling by its neighbors; a
transition will be able 1o occur so that more and more security efforts are made by the Afghans.”

(03/28/10) (read transeripf)

Afghanistan and Pakistan Q&A

Can you provide any information on the efforts to reintegrate Afghan insurgents?

v The Afghan government is actively reaching out to insurgents who may wish to re-enter society
and are willing to renounce violence, break with al Qaeda, and abide by Afghanistan’s laws and
Constitution, including provisions that protect the rights of all Afghan men and women, and we are
supporting those efforts. ‘

v The Afghan Peace and Reintegration Program (APRP) is still a relatively new program, and was
unveiled as a concept in July 2010. There have been some obstacles to overcome, and some
structures to support APRP are still standing up. To date, 1,267 re-integrees have enrolled in the
program and additional insurgents are currently in negotiations with the government. Thirty-three
Provincial Peace Councils have been established and seven more are standing up.

¥ The Afghan government is in the lead in this program and we are working clesely with them to -
support their efforts.

¥ Ttis not true that the reintegration process has been hampered by a lack of funding. Foreign
assistance funding for reintegration is pending a certification by the Secretary of State as required
by Section 1004(d) of the F'Y 10 Supplemental Appropriations Act. -

v To date, the FY 2010 National Defense Authorization Act provided authority for a $50 million
transfet from the Department of Defense (DoD) Commanders’ Emergency Response Program
(CERP) funds 10 support stability operations — which include reintegration activities. To make this
transfer, the DoD transferred $50 million in CERP funds 1o USAID.
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v USAID used its existing agreement with the World Bank to put the money toward community
recovery programs via the World Bank’s Afghanistan Reconstruction Trust Fund (ARTF). These
funds benefit local communities, as well as ex-combatants, by improving basic services, providing
more technical and vocational training, and initiating other vital development projects. Community

| recovery is a key aspect of the APRP.

' ¥ The U.S. government, through the DoD, also has the authority to utilize up 10 350 million in
Operations and Maintenance (O&M) funds to support further the Government of Afghaistan’s
reinfegration efforts in the field. (Press Guidance, §5/20/11)
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What is the eurrent U.S, sirategy concerning Afghanistan and Pakistan?

v President set out a clear goal: to disrupt, dismantle, and defeat al Qaeda, and prevent it from
threatening America and our allies in the future.

v" Al Qaeda and the Taliban, along with various associated groups, still maintain an alliance, based
targely in the border region between Afghanistan and Pakistan, The Taliban and al Qaeda are
distinct groups with distinct aims, but they are both our adversaries and part of a syndicate of terror
that must be broken.

¥ U.S. and international troops are focused on: (1) reversing the Taliban’s momentum; (2) providing
security for the Afghan people, and (3) partnering with Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF)
so that the Afghans can increasingly assume responsibility for Afghanistan’s security. This will

i allow us to deny al Qaeda a safe-haven.

v We are following a strategy with three mutually reinforcing tracks: a military offensive against al
Qaeda terrorists and Taliban insurgents; a civilian campaign to bolster the governments,
economies, and civil societies of Afghanistan and Pakistan to undercut the pull of the insurgency;
and an intensified diplomatic push to bring the Afghan conflict to an end and chart a new and more
secure future for the region.

v We have laid out unambiguous red lines for reconciliation with insurgents, They must renounce
violence, abandon their alliance with al Qaeda, and abide by the constitution of Afghanistan.

v This summer, ISAF will begin a gradual, responsible transition of security responsibilities to
Afghan forces with the goal of removing all international combat troops by the end of 2014, As this
transition moves forward, the Afghan people should remember that while the U.S. and our
coalition partners may draw down our military forces over time, we ar¢ committed to a long-term
strategic partnership with Afghanistan. We will continue to train, equip, and support Afghan
security forces and do what we can to help the government improve the lives of its citizens.
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¥ The shifl in military momentum provides the Afghan government an opportunity to strengthen the
competence of its people through economic development, fair enforcement of the rule of law,

. attacking corruption and the provision of basic services.

i ¥ From the beginning, we have recognized the fundamental connection between our war effort in

' Afghanistan and the extremisis’ safe havens and enablers in Pakistan. As a result of growing
cooperation between our governments, militaries, and law enforcement agencies, and determined
action by the Pakistani army, we have been able to dramatically expand our counterterrorism and
intelligence effouts,

v The Afghan govemment needs to safeguard the rights of all Afghans, especially women and
minorities. (Overview of the Afghanistan and Pakistan Annual Review,. 12/16/10) and (Remarks by
Secretary Clinton, 02/18/11) and (Remarks by Secretary Gates, 06/05/11)

v President Obama — “I've been very clear about our core goal. It’s not to defeat every last threat to
the security of Afghanistan, because, ultimately, it is Afghans who must secure their country. And
it’s not nation-building, because it is Afghans who must build their nation. Rather, we are focused
on disrupting, dismantling and defeating al Qaeda in Afghanistan and Pakistan, and preventing its
capacity to threaten America and our allies in the future.” (12/16/10) {read transcript)

The content contained here is also available on the PD Briefing Book site.
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(back tg top)
RUSSIA

Russia Message

v

Defense Secreiary Gates — “This last year has seen remarkable progress in the U.5.-Russia
refationship, a relationship that has evolved from focusing nearly exclusively on traditional giobal
issues, primarily arms control, to our present collaboration at a working level on a range of matiers
affecting our defense ministries.” (03/22/11) (read transcript)

President Obama — “We’ll continue to advance our relationship with Russia, which is essential to
making progress on a host of challenges — from enforcing strong sanctions on Iran lo preventing
nuclear weapons from falling into the hands of terrorists.” (12/22/10) (read transcript)

Deputy Secretary Steinberg — “We have, | think, been successful in building a degree of civility
and conversation between the two countries that we can have our honest disagreements where we
have them, to sustain our pringipled positions where they exist, but not for that to be a barrier to
working together. And whether it's transit through Russia to Afghanistan, whether it's START,
whether it’s working on both North Korea and Iran, the tangible benefits are there.” (05/19/10)
(read transcript)

Press Secretary Gibbs = “The Obama administration stands in solidarity with the many people in
the Russian government, in the legal system, and in civil society who are committed to
strengthening the rule of law and deepening the commitment to universal values enshrined in the
Russian constitution. Russia’s failure to keep this commitment to universal values, including the
rule of taw, impedes its own modemization and ability to deepen its ties with the United States.”

(12/27/10) (read transcript)

Russia Q&A
What is the U.S. assessment of the human rights situation in Russia?
v" President Medvedev has set forth his vision of a democratic, modern and successful Russia

governed by the rule of law. President Obama, Vice President Biden, and Secretary Clinton have
expressed their strong support for that same vision. The ability of Russian citizens to exercise their
basic ¢ivil and political rights and access justice and due process will be key to realizing the Russia
we all want to see,

Despite these aspects of progress, we believe that continued limits and restrictions on the
fundamenta! freedoms of the Russian people - rights guaranteed in international and Russian
domestic law — are a larger problem for Russian citizens, businesses, and the government itself. We
frequently raise these arcas of concern with our Russian counterparts, both in public and in private.
Progress has been more [imited in the area of freedom of the press. We share the deep concerns
expressed within Russia and across the international community over the murders of journalists
known for their courageous work defending human rights and fighting corruption.

There are still oo many unsolved cases, and we continue to call for a full investigation into the
unsolved murders of the journalist Anna Politkovskaya, among others. We have also expressed our
concern that the only judicial action to date in the murder of Natalia Estemirova has been the
prosecution of Oleg Orlov for saying out loud what many people suspected to be the case. We
welcome the convictions in the murder case of the human rights defenders Stanislav Markelov and
Anastasia Baburova.

In addition to effective prosecutions by the government, we hope the Russian media and
independent Russian organizations and institutions will continue to scrutinize the Russian justice

“system, to support improvements and address challenges. For example, a representative from the
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Presidential Council on Human Rights recently indicated that the Council would find that the
charges against Sergei Magnitsky had been fabricated, so it has now been established that he was
unjustly imprisoned. Similarly, the court decision lo deny the appeals of Mikhail Khodorkovsky
and Platon Lebedev also reminds us of large issues regarding impartiality, due process and
selective prosecution.
¢ Qutside scrutiny of government actions and the follow-on dialogue with government are key to
progress in many areas beyond criminal justice. We remain gravely concerned, about the
extrajudicial killings, torture, and disappearances committed with impunity by the forces of
Chechen President Kadyrov and others. We have urged Russia authorities to act upon the many
decisions of the European Court of Human Rights addressing human rights abuses in the North
Caucaus as a step towards restoring rule of law in the region.
¥ Finally, freedom of assembly — to gather together and share ideas and urge change — is another
-essential element to a stronger Russia that taps into the talent and creativity of the Russia people.
Most recently, we were concerned about reports of intimidation and attacks by private security
guards, police, and other parties on activists associated with the Khimki Forest campaign. Tn
another concerning move, this month, for the sixth year in a row, Moscow authorities refused
permission for an NGO to hold an LGBT parade/rally. (Remarks by Assistant Secretary Posner,
05/27/11)

What is the status of our negotiations with Russia on missile defense?
v Qur discussions are ongoing. Under Secretary Ellen Tauscher departed for Moscow on May 18 to
' continue talks on missile defense cooperation with her Russian counterpart Sergey Ryabkov

beginning May 19. The Under Secretary has been leading these talks with her Russian counterpart.

v Our missile defenses are not directed at Russia not do they threaten Russia’s strategic deterrent.

¥ We believe that cooperation is the best way for Russia to gain confidence that U.S. and NATO
missile defenses are not directed at it.

v President Obama has been clear that the United States will not accept any limits or constraints on
its missile defense programs, including those with NATO.

v Our vision for missile defense cooperation between NATO and Russia is two independent but
coordinated systems whereby NATO is responsible for the defense of NATO and Russia is
responsible for the defense of Russian. (Press Guidance, 05/18/11)

What are the next areas of emphasis for the continued reset of the U.S. relationship with Russia?

¥ The President Obama made it a priority to reset our relationship with Russia. We focused the reset
on concrete outcomes that serve both countries’ interests.

v Two years later, the benefits to both our countries — and to international security — are clear,

- including: the new Start Treaty that further limits strategic nuclear weapons, cooperation o the
peaceful use of nuclear energy, collaboration on Afghanistan that facilitates the flow of soldiers
and supplizs, and the most stringent sanctions ever on Iran and North Korea for their pursuit of
nuclear weapons.

v The next frontier in our relationship will be building stronger ties of trade and commerce that
match the security cooperation we have achieved. Qur trade and investment relationship is nowhere
near where it could or shouid be. One way to realize the potential of that relationship is to bring
Russia more fully into the intemational trading system. That is why we strongly support Russia’s
effort to join the World Trade Organization (WTO).

¥ WTO accession will enable Russia to deepen its trade relations with the U.S. and the world, It wilt
give American companies greater and more prediciable acoess to Russia’s growing markets,
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expanding both U.S, exports and empleyment. Bemg a part of the WTO means that Russia will
have to play by the rules or face enforcement actions.

¥ Once Russia does what is required 10 join the WTO, we will also work with Congress to terminate
the application to Russia of the Jackson-Vanik amendment — a Cold War-era law that tied trade
relations with Russia to Jewish emigration, but remains on the books,

¥ Russia’s business and legal climate and backsliding on democracy will present serious obstacles.
At the same time as we have increased our cooperation with the Russian government, our
administration has spoken out on allegations of misconduct in the frial of Mikhail Khodorkovsky
and of the beating and detention of “Strategy 317 demonstrators - and we will continue to do sa in
defenise of wniversal values. But real opposition gatties, indepcndent media, and impartial courts
are also the best tools for fighting corruption — the biggest barrier to economic growth in Russia.

¥ Russians and Americans inside and outside of government have worked hard to overcome decades
of mistrust, to identify common ground, and to foster a more secure and more prosperous future for
both countries. (Op-Ed by Vice President Biden, §3/14/11)

The content contained here is also available on the PD Briefing Book site,
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] SUDAN/DARFUR

Sudan Message

v President Obama — “After decades of confliet, the images of millions of southerri Sudanese voters
deciding their own future was an inspiration to the world and another step forward in Africa’s long
journey toward justice and democracy. Now, all partics have a responsibility to ensure that this
historic moment of promise becomes a moment of lasting progress. The Comprehensive Peace
Agreement must be fully implemented and outstanding disputes must be resolved peacefully. At

; the same tiine, there must be an end to attacks on civilians in Darfur and a definitive end to that
‘ conflict.” (02/07/11) {read transcript)

v Special Exvoy Gration — “While much of the international attention has been focused on the
Comprehensive Peace Agrecment recently, and ¢ertainly the upcoming referendum in Southern
$udan, we cannot and we must not forget about the peaple of Darfur. These people have suffered
too long. And they continue to live with daily reminders of conflict, insecurity, displacement,

; . banditry.'Most of the Darfuris have seen little change in their living conditions over the past seven

: vears. They currently see little hope for a brighter future. Internally displaced people continue to
live in temporary housing. They depend on emergency essistance. And they don’t even know when
or if they’II be able to return to their historical homelands in-safety and dignity, should they choose

1o do so.” {12/13/10) (read transcript) :

. ‘Sudan Q&A
i I TheU:S, concerned i*ﬁput,'eﬁgallgg;ggivibleﬁégg@{lie.SdifflfeﬁK&F’dofaf'ﬁ-sthf,tg?ﬁ'f:Sucl_aﬁg}
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! but they MW&OW ifito jeopardy the paace that both sides had WQﬂCedsohardtd’hwfd

" Wecall. fopapifedidle halt fo-all militaky actions that prejudice the‘ontcome of Hegftiations,r
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Eﬁ‘{ﬁt,qucthenu:s. anid (e Test ol ine U Sesurify. Council decile with regard. 10 the ADyetregion
3f Sudan?
R giie SiSecutity, Gunicil (UNSC) expresses grave concern about the ongoing-viplepee and:tapidh
eieriorhling sifiation in.Abyei, The UNSC sufingly condegins the Govérnment of Sudarsiakin
il S8itirued meintenancs of rilitiry control dver the Abyei area and fieveSulting displag eimen
i tegs of thousands of resjdents of Abyeil -
5T He:Council ¢alls on the Sudanese Armed Foroes to énsure an immedidtethaltto all lodting

_hﬁé%aﬁl&rgﬁiiaéneselgadgzs ‘
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(back to'top)
TERRORISM

Terrorism Q&A - ‘ ) . o
O S R i b B S T S O B
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Could you comment on the operation that led to the death of Osama bin Laden?
: v On May 1, the U.S, has conducted an operation that killed Osama bin Laden, the leader of al
| Qaeda, and a terrorist who is responsible for the. murder of thousands of innocent men, women, and
children.
v For over two decades, bin Laden has been al Qaeda’s leader-and symbol, and has continued to plot
attacks against our country and our friends end allies. The death of bin Laden marks. the, most
: significant'achievement to date'in our.nation’s effort to defeat al Qaeda.
5 ¥ Vet his death does not mark-the end of our effort. There is no doubt that'a} Qaeda will continue to
pursue attacks against us. We must — and we will - rernain vigilant at home and abroad.
v As we do, wé must also reaffirm that the United States is not — and never will be — at war Wwith
Islam. Bin Laden was not 3 Muslim leader; he was a mass murderer of Muslims,
v It is important to notethat our counterterrorism cooperation with Pakistan helped lead us to bin
Laden and the compound where he was hiding, Indeed, bin Laden had declared war against
' Pakistan as well, and ordered attacks against the Pakistani people.
v We will be relentless in defense of our citizens and our friends-and allies. We will be true to the
values that make us who we are. And we can say lo those families who have lost loved ones to al
Qaeda’s terror: justice has been done. (Remarks by President Obama, 05/01/11)
¥ In the wake of this major counterterrorism success, the intelligence community remains squarely
focused on the safety of the.American people. We will sustain intense pressure on al Qaeda and, |
other terrorist groups. Al Qaeda is damaged by bin Laden’s death, but the group remains
dangerous. {Department of Defense press statement, 05/07/11)
v Secretary Clinton - “All over the world we.will press forward, bolstering our partnerships,
i strengthening our networks, investing in a positive vision of peace and progress, and relentlessly
pursuing the murderers who target innocent people. The fight continues, and we will never waver.”

(read transcript} (05/02/11)

What are the State Department’s counterterrorism priorities?
v Reducing Recruitment. The Countering Violent Extremism (CVE) work of the Office of the
: Coordinator for Counterterrorism (S/CT) focuses on three main lines of effort that will reduce
! terrorist recruitment; delegitimizing the violent extremist narrative in order to diminish its "pull";
developing positive alternatives for youth vulnerable to radicalization to diminish the "push" ctfect
of grievances and unmet expectations; and building partner capacity to carry out these activities.
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Key intents of CVE programming are to diminish the drivers of radicalization and demonstrably
reduce the effectiveness of terrorist propaganda, thus teading to lowered numbers in recruitment,

v Successful CVE involves more than messaging, however, and we are working with the interagency
1o develop programs that address the upsiream Ffactors of radicalization in communities particularly
susceplible 10 tervorist recruitment overseas,

v To be effective, CVE work needs to be driven by local needs, informed by local knowledge, and
responsive to the immediate concems of the community, CVE interventions will be highly focused
and short-term and will be developed in cooperation with USAID and others in the interagency as
well as with international partners. Ultimately, host governments are best positioned to execute
truly sustainable CVE efforts.

v Capacity Building. One of the central challenges to our security is that weak states serve as
breeding grounds for terrorism and instability. We need to build effective law enforcement
capacity, fair and impartial justice and the rule of law, good governance in many places that have
never known this. Multiple U.S. Government agencies are mobilized in this effort: Justice, FBI,
Treasury, USAID, and the Department of Homeland Security.

¥ One of our most effective capacity building programs is the Antiterrorism Assisiance (ATA)
Program, the primary provider of U.S. Government antiterrorism training and equipment to law
enforcement agencies of partner nations.

v" The number of active partner countries is decreasing to about 55 in an effort to ensure we are
strategically focusing our resources on building partner CT capacity in the right places. The ATA
program is most effective where countries have a combination of pelitical will and basic faw
enforcement skills to be most receptive to the advanced training ATA provides. Through an
emphasis on train-the-trainer courses, we are working with partner nations toward the goal of
institutionalization and self-sustainment of capacities.

v Multilateral Engagement. Building new and strengthening existing parinerships is a cornerstone
of this Administration’s counterterrorism policy. The U.S. cannot address the threat alone and the
UN and other multilateral bodies have resources and expertise that we need to do a better job of
leveraging. With our funding support and guidance, we are getting the UN and regional bodies to
focus on practical projects that target critical issues and countries.

v 8/CT has been working to develop a new multilateral counterterrorism initiative, which we believe
would not only be an important step forward but would address a significant gap in the
international counterterrorism architecture: the lack of a central, reliable inter-governmental
platform that allows policymakers and practitioners from different regions to engage on a sustained
basis on various counterterrorism issues.

v All of this work goes on in the context of vigorous diplomatic engagement. We have formal
bilateral counterterrorism consuliations with numerous countries. Among them are Australia,
Canada, China, Israel, Egypt, Japan, Pakistan, Algeria, Russia, and India; these consultations have
strengthened our counterterrorism partnerships so we can complement one another’s efforts in
pursuit of a comprehensive approach to our common challenges.

v In conclusion, the threat is formidable but we are making some progress. Countering violent
extremism, multilateral engagement, and building local capacity - through our various programs
and with our Department and interagency partners — provide us with the tools to make lasting
progress in our fight against terrorism. (Remarks by Coordinator Benjamin, 04/14/1 1)

The content contained here is also available on the PD Briefing Book site.
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, DETAINEES

‘ _ Detainées Q&A :

Has the U.S: has lost track of Guantanamo detainees sent to the Middle East and North Africa?

v This Administration has worked comprehensively to keep track of and mitigate the threat, if any,
posed by former Guantanamo detainees, and will continue to do so. However, efforts to monitor
and coordinate with other countries on post-transfer activities of former Guantanamo detainees are
not a matter we discuss publicly.

v Post-transfer monitoring of detainees by receiving countries has varied. We continue to have
excellent.exchanges with some countries. However, this Administration suspended transfers to
Yemen.mote than a year ago and has subsequently not transferred any detainees to Yemen unless
ordered released by U.S. federal courts. :

v In this Administration, every decision to transfer a detainee Lo a foreign country was based on
unanimous approval by all agencies involved in the Task Force after a full assessment of
intelligence and threat information. This includes the Departments of Defense, State, Justice,
Homeland Security, Joint Chiefs of Staff, and the Office of the Director of National Intelligence.

¥ The previous Administration transferred 25 detainees to countries cited in the recent Wall Street
Journal article — Egypt (2), Tunisia (2), Libya (2), Bahrain (5), and Yemen (14), and 120 detainees
to Saudi Arabia. This Administration has not transferred any detainees to Egypt, Tunisia, Libya, or
Bahrain, and transferred three detainees to Saudi Arabia and eight to Yemen (including 2 ordered
released by federal courts). (Press Guidance, 03/21/11)

What is the Administration’s position on the detention center at Guantanamo Bay?

¥ Ori March 7, the Secretary of Defense issued an order rescinding his prior suspension on the
swearing and referring of new charges in the military commissions. New charges in military
commissions had been suspended since the President announced his review of detainee policy.

v The Administration has successfully enacted key reforms, such as a ban on the use of statements
taken as & result of cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment, and a better system for handling
classified information.

v There are certain Guantanamo detainees who have not been charged, convicted, or designated for
transfer, but must continue to be detained because they in effect, remain at war with the 11.S. On
March 7, the President issued an Executive Order establishing a thorough process of periodic
review for these-detaifees, 50 that any prolonged detention is carefully evaluated and justified.

v" The periodic review established by this order will help to ensure that individuals who we have
determined will be subject to long-term detention continue to be-detained only when lawful and
necessary to protect against a significant threat to the security of the U.S. If a final determination is
made that a detainee no longer constitutes a significant threat to our security, the Secretaries of
State and Defense are to identify a suitable transfer location outside the U.S,, consistent with the
national security and foreign policy interests of the U.S. and applicable law. No Guantanamo
detainee will be released into the U.S.

v We are grateful o all of our allies and pariners who have worked with the Administration to
implement the transfers undertaken thus far in a secure and humane manner, especially those who

! have resettled detainees from third countries.
' v In December, Congress enacted restrictions on the prosecution of Guantanamo detainees in Federal
courts. The Administration opposes these restrictions as a dangerous and unprecedented challenge
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to Executive authority to select the most effective means available to bring tecrorists o justice and
safeguard our secutity.

v We will seek repeal of the restrictions imposed by Congress, so that we can move forward in the
forum that-is, in our judgment, most in line with our national security interests and the interests of
justice,

¥ Because of'the vital importance of the rule of law to the effectiveness and legitimacy of our
national security policy, the Administration is announcing our support for two important
components of the international legal framework that covers armed conflicts: Additional Protocol
Tt and Article' 75 of Additiorial Protocol 1 to the 1949 Genéva Conventions.

v Additional Protocol 11, which contains detailed humane treatment standards and fair trial
guarantees that apply in the.context of non-international armed conflicts, was originally submitted
to the Senate for-approval by President. Reagan in 1987. The Administration urges the:Senate to act
as sOOh as practicable on this Protocol. An exiensive interagency review concluded that U.S..
military practice is already consistent with the Protocol’s provisions.

v Article 75 of Additional Protocol I, which sets forth fundamental guarantees for persons in the
hands of opposing forces in an iniernational armed conflicy, is similarly important to the
international legal framework. Alihough the Administration continues to have significant concerns

i with Additional Protocol [, Article 75 is-a provision of the treaty that is consistent with our current
policies and practice and is one that the United States has historically supported.

v Our adherence to these principles is aiso an important safeguard against the mistreatment of
captured U.S. military personnel. (Fact Sheet on New Actions on Guanidnamo and Detainee
Poligy, 03/07/t1) :

¥ Since the beginning of this Administration, we have transferred 67 detainees to 24 different
destinations, including the transfer of 40 detainees to third countries.

' Pursuant to our effort to close Guantanamo, we are in ongoing discussions with a number of
fateign partners regarding transfer options for the remaining detainees so approved, as well as
those ordered released by our courts.

¥ Today, 172 detainees remain at Guantanamo. There were 242 at the facility on January 21, 2009,
Since 2002, around 600 detainees have departed Guantanamo, including more than 500 during the
prior administration, (Press Guidance, 03/21/11)

The content contained here is also available on the PD Briefing Book site.
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IRAG

lraq Message
President Obama — “Going forward, a transitional force of U.5. troops will remain in Iraq with a
different mission: advising and assisting Iraq’s Security Forces, supporting lragi troops in targeted
counterterrorism missiens, and protecting our civilians. Consistent with our agreement with the
Iraqi government, all U.S, troops will leave by the end of next year, As our military draws down,
our dedicated civilians — diplomats, aid workers, and advisors — are moving into the lead to support
Iraq as it strengthens its government, resotves political disputes, resettles those displaced by war,
and builds ties with the region and the world.” (08/31/10) (read transcript)

v President Qbama — “Even as we transition to an Iragi lead and bring our troops home, our
commitment to the Iragi people endures. We will continue to advise and assist Iragi security
forces, who are already responsible for security in most of the country. And a strong American
civilian presence will help Iraqis forge political and economic progress. This will not be a simple
task, bui this is what success looks like: an Iraq that provides no haven to terrorists; a democratic
Iraq that is sovereign and stable and self-retiant.” (05/22/10) (read transcript)

¥ Vice President Biden — “[This] administration is absolutely committed to a successful, stable,
representative, and just Irag. And we are committed to building an enduring partnership between
Iraq and the United States... As President Obama made clear last year, we will end our combat
mission of our troops this summer and draw down our forces in compliance with the U.S.-Iraqi
security agreement. But even as we draw down our military... we will ramp up our political,
diplomatic, and economic engagement with Iraq.” (01/23/10) (read transcript)

Iraq Q&A
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‘What is the U.S. reaction to the formation of a new Iragi government?
v" We congratulate the new Iragi government and Prime Minister Maliki on the formation of a
national partnership government, This is a victory for the democratic political process, national

unity, and a decisive repudiation of violence,
v Iraq’s parliament has approved a broadly inclusive government reflecting the results of the election
and the will of the Iraqi people. All of Iraq’s ethnic and sectarian communities are represented in a

meaningful way.
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~"  The Naticnal Council on Higher Policy is an important part of the agreement that was struck to

bring this government together and we have supported the creation of this Council.

| v The political blocs have agreed.that Ayad Allawi will be, the President of the Council and we
expect 1o see action in Parliament in the near future to legally enshrine the Council as part of the
new government.

v" The U.S. has been playing an active but patient and supporting role. We supported the Iraqi
elections, we supported the Iraqi government formation process, and we support the outcome,

 With this significant accomplishinent now behind them, Iragi political leaders sheuld move
forward expeditiously on an agenda that will meet the needs and expectations of the Iraqi people.

v We support women's rights in Iraq d@nd believe. women should be represented in the Iraqi
government. Iraq has had a good record in this area. (Press Guidance, 12/22/10)

v President Obama — “1 congratulate Iraq’s political leaders, the:members of the Council of
Representatives, and the Iragi people on the formation of a new government of national
partniership.” (12/21/10) (read transcript) '

v Secretary Clinton — “The formation of this government is a milestone in the.emergence of the new
Iraq. 1t constitutes a resounding rejection of the extremists who sought to derail the demoeratic
process and sow discord among Iragis. Iraq is a great nation with a promising future, and we will
stand shoulder to shoulder with the new government to help our Iraqi friends build on what they
have already achieved.” (12/21/10) (read transcript)

The content contained here is also available on the PD Briefing Book site.
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IRAN

| iran Message

‘ v Secretary Clinton - “The prospect of a nuclear-armed Iran concerns us all. And to address that

‘ threat, together we have pursued a dual-track approach of engagement and pressure, aimed at
encouraging Iran's leaders t6 change course. The draft resolution agteed to by all of our P-5+1
partners and circulated at the Security Council sends a clear message to the Iranian leadership: Live
up to your obligation, or face growing isolation and consequences. As we.continue to cooperatein

; New York, the burden is on Iran to demonstrate through its actions that it will uphold its
responsibility.” (05/21/10) (read transcript)

[ v National Security Advisor Jones — “Iran’s continued defiance of its international obligations ¢n

_ its nuclear program and its support of terrorism represents a significant regional and global threat.

; A nuclear-armed Iran could transform the landscape of the Middle East, precipitating a nuclear

' arms race, dramatically incteasing the prospect and danger of local conflicts, fatally wounding the
global non-proliferation regime, and emboldening the terrorists and extremists who threaten the
United States and our allies, Therefore, we are now working actively with allies and partners 10
increase the costs of Iran’s continued failure to live up to its international obligations. This
includes a U.N. Security Council sanctions resolution.” (04/21/10) (read transcript)

Iran Q&A '
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What is the current status of international sanctions on {ran?
v We have emphasized from the start that what is at issue between [ran and the rest of the world is

, not its tight to a peaceful nuclear program, but rather its decades-long failure fo live up to the

| responsibilities that come with that right. ’

l v We sought tc create early opportunities for Iran to pursue a different path and o build confidence

| in its intentions. This was a serious demonstration of good faith and an investment in partnership

with a growing coalition of countries profoundly concerned about Iran’s nuclear ambitions.
v UN Security Council Resolution 1929 broke important new ground in curbing arms transfers to
Iran; targeting the central role of the Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps in Iran's proliferation

- efforts; banning for the first time all Iranian activities related to ballistic missiles that could deliver

! a nuclear weapon; sharply limiting Iran’s ability to use the international financial system to fund

and facilitate nuclear and missile proliferation; and for the first time highlighting formally potential
links between Iran’s energy sector and its nuclear ambitions.

v A week after passage of 1929, the EU announced by far its most sweeping collection of measures
against Iran. Canada, Australia, Norway, Japan, and South Korea have followed the EU’s example.

v When the President signed into Jaw the Comprehensive Iran Sanctions Accountability and
Divestment Act (CISADA) in early July, the Administration and Congress sent an unmistakable
signal of American resolve and purpose, expanding significantly the scope of our domestic

I sanctions and maximizing the impact of new multilateral measures.

* v Faced with new international concerns, and the choice between doing business with Iran and doing

i business with America, more and more foreign companies are pulling out of the Iranian market.

| v We also emphasize that we take very seriously CISADA’s provisions regarding human rights
concerns in Iran.

v We will intensify the costs of continued non-compliance and show Iran that pursuit of a nuclear
weapons program will make it less secure. In the meantime we will continue to reassure our friends
and partners in the Gulf of our long-term commitment to their security.

v Sanctions and pressure are not an end in themselves. They are a complement, not a substitute, for
the diplomatic solution to which we and our partners are still firmly committed. There is still time
for diplomacy if Iran is prepared to engage in serious discussions. There is still room for a renewed
effort to break down mistrust, and begin a careful, phased process of building confidence between
Iran arid the internationial community, (Statement by Undersecretary Bums, 12/01/10)

The content contained here is also available on the PD Briefing Book site.
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(back to top)
MIDDLE EAST

Israel/Palestine Message

v Special Envoy Mitchell - “The best outcomie is an agreement which results in two states living
side by side in peace and security, and the only way that can be achieved is through direct
negotiations between the parties in which the United States will be an active and sustained
participant, and with the full support of our many friends and allies arcund the world.” (08/20/10)
(read trafscript)

¥ Secretary Clinton - “We support a two-state solution, with Israclis and Palestinians co-existing
peacefully and with mutual security. We believe that through good-faith negotiations, the parties
can muiually agree on an outcome which ends the conflict and reconciles the Palestinian goal of an
independent and viable state based on the 1967 lines, with agreed swaps, and the Israeli goal ofa
Jewish state with secure and recognized borders that reflect subsequent developments and meet
Israeli security requirements. And we recognize that Jerusalem is a deeply important issue to
Israelis and Palestinians, to Jews, Muslims, and Christians everywhere. We believe it is possible ta
reach an outcome that both realizes the aspirations of all parties for Jerusalem, and safeguards its
status for the future.” (02/14/10) (read transcript)

v President Obama — “The United States can be a partner in solving the problem, but ultimately the

" parties involved are going to have to make a decision that the prosperity and security of their
people is best served by negotiations and compromise, and we can’t force them to make those
difficult decisions. What we can do is to provide them a framework and a forum and the support
for such an outcome to be achieved.” (06/05/09) (rzad transcript)

Israel/Palestine Q&A
What is fhe U.S, reaction fo the Turkel Commission report, which appears to clear Isracl of
! rongdoing for the 2010 Gaza flotilla incident?
{_\'I'hls iss the first part of a two-part report; it is an important stép forward In the overall investigative
rocess regarding the Mavi Marmara flotilla investigation, and'as such we welcoifie it, W
Indétstand the second hatf of the report will be released in the coming months
" The process undertaken by the UN Secretary Genesal contiriues, Israel is submitting part one of it
Yeport and will later submit its full réport to the UN Secretary Gengral’s panel
7 TWe Jook forward to the process continuing at the UN, which will give the in‘tgmaﬁgx;alhqogﬁ_muug&

he Gppotturity to fully review the circumstances surrounding the incident. We again express o
ppreviation to the Secretary General for his efforts to' establish the panel, and ¢ the government:
f'Tutkey and Israel for their constructive participation in it] '
“Immediately following the May 31 incidents, we noted the imporfance of a credible, impartial, and

nt investigation into these events. We continue to hold that view and believe we must
ist the tendency to reach conclusions without fhe opportunity for a full examination of the fi @
ctives fiom all sides. (Press Guidance, 01725/11

What is the U.S. reaction ¢ Al-Jazeera's relcase of alleged negotinfions docunients related tq

E\//[iddlé Esst peace efforts?
] 7 These ate not U.S. documents, We cannot vouch for their veracityl

¥ We do not plan to comment on any particular document]

v Nonerof this changes our understanding of what is at stake and what needs to be done. A
L_‘m'work agreement that resolves the core issues remains possible rnd necessary|
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What is U.S. policy regarding the Middle East peace process?

v" Over recent months, Prime Minister Netanyahu and President Abbas have met face to face multiple
times. These were meaningful talks that yielded new clarity about the gaps that must be bridged.
Significantly, both sides decided to pursue a framework agreement that would establish the
fundamental compromises on all permanent status issues and pave the way for a final peace treaty.

¥ The conflict between Israe! and the Palestinians and between Israel and Arab neighbors is a source
of iension and an obstacle to prosperity and opportunity for all the people of the region. Continuing
conflict also strengthens the hands of extremists and rejectionists acrogs the region while sapping
the support of those open to coexistence and cooperation,

v America's commitment to Israel’s security and its future is rock solid and unwavering, and that

! : will not change. The Obama Administration has reaffismed this commitment,

¥ The lack of peace and the occupation that began in 1967 continue to deprive the Palestinian people
of dignity and self-determination. This is unacceptable and unsustainable.

¥ We wili deepen our strong commitment to supporting the state-building work of the Palestinian
Authority and continue to urge the states of the region'to develop the content of the Arab Peace .
Initiative and to work toward implementing its vision. The Arab states have a pivotal role to play in
ending the conflict.

v The differences between the two sides are real and they are persistent. But the way to get there is
by engaging, in good faith, with the full complexities of the core issues and by working to narrow
the gaps between the two sides.

v On borders and security, the parties must agree to a single line drawn on a map that divides Israel
from Palestine and to an outcome that implements the two-state solution with permanent
Palestinian borders.

v’ ‘The status of refugees is a difficult and emotional issue, but there must be a just and permanent
solution that meets the needs of both sides,

v" The fate of existing settlements is an issue that must be dealt with by the parties along with the
other final status issues. The position of the U.S. on settlements has not changed and will not
change. We do not accept the legitimacy of continued settlement activity.

¥ There will surely be no peace without an agreement on Jerusalem.

¥" Palestinians must appreciate Israel’s tegitimate security concerns. And Israelis must accept the
legitimate territorial aspirations of the Palestinian people. Ignoring the other side’s needs is, in the
end, self-defeating.

v To demonstrate their commitment to peace, all parties should avoid actions that prejudge the
outcome of negotiations or undermine good, faith efforts to resolve final status issues.

v A just and lasting peace will transform the region. Israelis will finally be able to live in security, at
peace with their neighbors, and confident in their future. Palestinians will at last have the dignity
and justice they deserve with a state of their own and the freedom to chart their own destiny,
Across the Middle East, moderates and advocates of peace and coexistence will be strengthened,
while old arguments will be drained of their venom and the rejectionists and extremists will be
expuosed and marginalized. (Remarks by Seeretary Clinton, 12/10/10)
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(back to top)

NORTH KOREA

Nerth Korea Message

v" President Obama — “We will work with allies and partners to hold North Korea accountable,
including at the United Nations Security Council, making i1 clear that security and respect for
North Korea will never come through aggression, but only by upholding its obligations.”
(06/02/10) (read transcript)

v Secretary Clinton ~ “The path that will lead North Korea to security and prosperity is to stop its
provocative behavior, halt its policy of threats and belligerence toward its neighbors, and take
irreversible steps to fulfill its denuclearization commitments, and comply with international law.”
{05/24/10) (read transcript)

¥ Secretary Clinton — “North Korea can still choose ancother path, Instead of isolation, poverty,
conflict, and condemnation, North Korea could enjoy integration, prosperity, peace, and respect. Its
people could finally experience a better life... North Korea’s future depends on the choices that its
leaders make today.” (05/26/10) (read transcript)

North Korea Q&A I e
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Does the Stafe Department agree with Defense Secretary Gates’ assessment that North Korea

will be a direct threat to the U.S. in five years?

v We share the view that North Korea continues to present one of the most enduring challenges to
the Asia-Pacific region’s security and prosperity.

v We continue to employ our two-track approach of being open to engagement with Nerth Korea an
denuclearization, while calling for full and transparent implementation of UNSCRs 1718 and 1874.

¥ Ambassador Bosworth had consultations with senior officials in Seoul, Beijing, and Tokyo on
recent developments and next steps on the Korean Peninsula.

v We will continue close coordination and consultation with our allies and partners in the Six-Party

process to ensure we send a clear and unified message to North Korea that leads to concrete

progress, (Press Guidance, 01/12/11)

How is the U.S. responding to the reports on North Korea’s uranium enrichment program?

v We have long suspected North Korea of having this kind of capability, and we have regularly
raised it with them directly and with our pariners. We will continue to consult close!y with our
allies and partners.

Content drawn from guidance materials previously cleared by the State Depariment 9
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v We regard this development with great seriousness. We believe that the North Koreans are in
violation of a substantial number of international agreements that they have entered into and are in
violation of UN Security Council resolutions.

v We continue ouf coordiriation of moves designed to lead eventually to the resumption of the Six-
Party Talks. The situation does not, however, in our view call for a reassessment of our entire

. strategy toward the DPRK and its nuclear programs.

v We call on North Korea to take concrete, irreversible steps toward fulfillment of the 2005 Joint
Statement; comply with international law, including UNSCRs 1718 and 1874; cease provocative
behaviors; and take steps to improve relations with its neighbors. (Remarks by Ambassador
Bosworth, 11/22/10 ard 11/23/10) and (Press Guidance, 11/24/10 and 12/14/10)

The content contained here is aiso available on the PD Briefing Book site.
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AFGHANISTAN AND PAKISTAN
i Afghanistan and Pakistan Message

v President Obama — “In Afghanistan, we remain focused on the three areas of our sirategy: our

- military effort to break the Taliban’s momenium and train Afghan forces so they can take the lead;
our civilian effort to promote effective governance and development; and regional cooperation,
especially with Pakistan, because our strategy has to succeed on both sides of the border.”
(12/16/10) (read transcript)

v" President Obama — “This war has changed over the last nine years, but it’s no less important than
it was in those days after 9/11. We toppled the Taliban regime — now we must break the
momentum of a Taliban insurgency and train Afghan security forces. We have supported the

; election of a sovereign government — now we must strengthen its capacities. We’ve brought hope
to the Afghan people — now we must see that their country does not fall prey to our common
enemies... There will be difficult days ahead. We will adapt, we will persist, and I have no doubt
that together with our Afghan and international partners, we will succeed in Afghanistan.”

| (05/22/10) (read transcript)

v" President Obama - “I want to send a strong message that the partnership between the United

States and Afghanistan is going to continue. We have scen already progress with respect to the

military campaign against extremism in the region. But we alse want to continue to make progress
on the civilian process of ensuring that agricultural production, energy production, good
governance, rule of law, anticorruption efforts — all these things end up resulting in a Afghanistan

that is more prosperous, more secure, independent; is not subject to meddling by its neighbors; a

transition will be able to occur so that more and more security efforts are made by the Afghans.”

| (03/28/10) (read transcript)

Afghamstan and Pakistan Q&A
Can you;provide an update on the'seating of*Afghanistan’s parliament?
v Theik ;med' States welcomss the undemfendmg‘rcached betweeh the Parliament and President
Carzdi to inaugurate the National "Assemibly on January 26 '
¥~ After'a healthy, and constructive debate between Afghan’ 1nshtutlons the outcome ultimately
L-Ll'eacimd demonstrates respect for democratic governance and for the separanon of powers set, foﬁﬁ
the Afghm Constitution. ‘I‘he outcome of these discussions also recognizes the i lmportance of thd
time{y%eatirig of the nation’s parliaméntagdng so they can bégin thelr vital work of serving th
ghan people,
Klpﬁassaﬁor Eikenberry, plans, to atfend:the opening of the National Assemblyralong with other
hiedibérs of the interhational community]
“Whilé the Unifed States welcomes this outcome, we will continue.to ¢losely Tonitor Gus sxtuationl
We tock forward to continuing to work in partnership with the Government of.the Islamic R¢ ublid
E@’:ﬁo

3%

f Afghamstan as the executive, legx slative and judicial - branches carry out their, ctiv
under AfEhar law. (Press Guidance, 01/25/11)

Can yo.confirm that the Aj‘ghan government'is planning to ban more security- contractors?‘_]
P_%’B& ﬁmted States fully supports effective ﬂnplementanon of Premdentml Decree 62 to dissolv
fivate security contractors {PSCS) and transition more conttol over secrity to the Af
bovemment The U.S. Embassy in Kabul is working closely wnh the Ministry of Itterior and othe
i‘epresentatxves from the international community to develop the way forward for g_nplemenmtlom
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V-~ We'have welcomed the Ministry of Interior's tecent siatements.that PSCs will be permitted i
L—boﬂtinue providing security for diplomatic work, international grganizations, argd;;‘nilitad—
! tallations. We also weloome their statements that current security for developtment contracts carl
l ntiriue until the end of their contracts}
|

¥ There are, however, a number of very complicated questions still to work through as we move
wards iraplementation, These questions are being worked through together, with the shared
h mind of increasing Afghan security, strengthening Afghan sovereignty and leadership, ao:
uting the continued delivery of international developrient assistance -
7 We.will continue working in the weeks and months ahead-to ensure that development workefs aré
L_‘}safe and project sites have-adequate security, (Press Guidance, 01/24/11)

; lIei The U:5. concerned by # recent UN report that warns of the potential Jor increased poppy,
| cultivation in Afghanistan in 20I1%

:{;_’_;A_sl the UN Office on Drugs ?gnd Crime '('QNODC) notes, incréased opjum prices in;Afg!_i*m_u'it_an arg
affécted by increased pressire on dfug traffickers by the Afgfangovernment; lawénfémemenﬁ“é:n;ﬂ

: the international forces'that support thelr efforts, as well as'a ¢fop disease that lowered the amount
| __bf opium entering the market last year]_
| ¥ We remain concerned gbout the possible fmpact of higher opium prices in Afghanistan, but rems
‘ ;}ommitted to strengthening agricultural development and drug interdiction support to Afghanis
._Our efforts to fight Afghanistan’s drug trade remain a top priority. Agricuitural development an
:_Erug interdiction remain the cornerstones of U.8, counternarcotics assistance to the Afgha

(44

()

jovernment,
$. assistance also supports counternargotics public information, building the capacity of ke

_bounternarcotics ministries, rule of law, and demand reduction and drug treatment activities

! ¥ The U.S. also commends the work of the Afghan Ministry of Counternarcotics and th

‘ ounternarcotics Police of Afghanistan to introduce risk to drug traffickers, insurgents, an

B

‘armers that disobey the rule of law. This naturally drives prices up as the drug market becoun'i"'g’s_
nore competitive|
¥ We also look forward to UNODC s updoming Opium Rapid Assessiment Survey, which will i}'&!};‘h

f

10 better understand — and respond to —likely oplum poppy planting trends in 2011, The Unitec
tates has finded and commis joned these studies fo better inform our programs'in Afghenistan
s Guidanee, 01/20/11

L_Vyh'at 15 fhe current U.S. sirategy concerning Afghanistan and Pakistan?
. 'The core goal of the U.S. strategy in the Afghanistan and Pakistan theater remains to disrupt,
ismantle, and eventually.defeat al Qaeda in the region and to prevent its return 16-either country
¥ U.8. and international troops are focnsed on: (1) reversing the Taliban's momentum; (2) providin
eourify for the Afghan people, and (3) partnering with Afghan National Security Forces (ANSE
\—E).ﬂiat the Afghans can increasingly assume responsibility for Afghanistan’s security, This wil
low us to deny al Qaeda a safe-haven|
¥ In Afghanistan, the surgs in coalition milifary and civilian resources, along with an «:xpzrude({1
Fpecfa_l Gperations forces tirgeting campaign and expanded local security measures af the villagd
level, hids reduced overall Taliban influence and arrested the. momentum they had’achieved i
__yecent years in key parts of the country, although these gains femain fragile and reversible
¥ In July 2011, we will begin a responsible transition to an Afghan security lead by reducing o
L—'combm troop levels, The size and pace of our troop reductions will depend upon a care
hssessment of conditions on the ground, and the capacity of ANSF to sustain securi ains)
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¥ We'also remain relentlessly. Tooused on Pakistan-based al Qaeda because of the strategic nature of
lthe; ﬂu‘eat posed by its leadership, and in parhcu]ar the group’s continued_pursuit of large-scale]
‘ catastropfuc anti-Western attacks and its influence on global terrorism
‘ ¥~ In'Pakistan, we are laying the foundation for & strategic partnership based on mutual respect and
trust, through increased dialogue, improved cooperation, and enhanced exchange and assi
programs We must support the Government of Pakistan’s efforts to strengthen its economy,;
jmprove governditce and security, and réspond to the devélopment needs of the Pakistani people.
V'Jlu 2011, we will intensxfy our regmnal dsplomaey to enable a political process to promote
and stability in Afghanistan, to include Afghantled reconciliation, taking advantage of th
oméntum created by the recent security gaing and the interriational consensus gained in Lisbon
ss Guidance, 05/10 — 06!1 6/10) and (White House fagt sheet, 05/27/10) and (Qverview of th
V_hfghmistrm and Pakistan Annval Review, 12/16/10
President Obama - “I've been very clear about our core goal. It’s not to defeat every last threat ¢
e security of Afghamstan, because, ultimately, it is Afghans who must secure their coﬁmry An
s nntnaﬁon—buﬂd:ng,hceause 1t is Afghans who must st bintld it niahion. Kather, we are Toouse
n disrupting, dismantling ‘and defeating al Qaeda in Afghanistan and Pakisten, aid preventing I
apacity to threaten America and our allies in the future,” (12/16/10) Mﬁmw:w‘d
Secretary Clinton — “President Obama has said that we will begin a responsible, condxﬁons-base
ition to Afghan security leadership in July 2011 Toward this end, the Afghan ¢ Government]
woﬂang with NATG, has deve]oped a broad framework for the process that will help creaté’_’
nditions for transition, province by provmce, district by district, so the Afghian security forcea

can assume full responsibility for securititin the transitioned areas,” (07/20/1Q) (read transcrip )

The content contained here is also available on the PD Briefing Book site.

| PuBLIC CipLomACY
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(back to top)
RUSSIA

Russia Message

¥ President Obama — *We’ll continue to advance our relationship with Russia, which is éssential to
making progress on a host of challenges — from enforcing strong sanctions on Iran to preventing
nuclear weapons from falling into the hands of terrorists.” (12/22/10) {read transcript)

v Deputy Secretary Steinberg — *We have, [ think, been successful in building & degree of civility
and conversation between the'two countries that we can have our honest disagreemerits where we
have them, to sustain our principled positions where they exist, but not for that to be a barrier to
working together. And whether it’s transit through Russia to Afghanistan, whether it’s START,
whether it's working on both North Korea and Iran, the tangible benefits are there.” (05/19/10)
(read transcript)

v Press Secretary Gibbs - “The Obama administration stands in solidarity with the many people in
the Russian government, in the legal system, and in civil society who are committed to
strengthening the rule of law and deepening the commitment to universal values enshrined in the
Russian constitution. Russia’s failure to keep this commitment to universal values, including the
rule of law, impedes its own modernization and ability to deepen its ties with the United States.”

(12/27/10) (read transcript)

Russia Q&A
i Eﬁt is the 0,5, reactiofi te the January 24 bonibing in Moscow's Domadedovo Airport]
' W' Fhe Umted States-stands in solidarity withi-Russiain the fabe of today’s, appaihng ferrorist aftac
' , We e extend our condolences to the pec\ple of the Russian Federa;xon and, especially, to those

v7__}.:\3?!.11’6(:1 and to the families-of the dead from today’s tragic bombing,
r *The United States stands ready to aupport the Russian governient in their mvesugatxoq,of the
ttaok if o requested, and will contifue to cooperate With Rusiain the stéhele & agaiggt«wdcn;
pxtretnism around the worfd{
The United States'condemns terrorism and all forms of violence against the mnocent, wheraver 1}{
L—bccm"s We. will continue to wotk with the international commuify to- combat-violent extremi
hat threatens ‘peace-loving people: everywhere., (Press Guidance, 0l/24f 1 l.j
At this timhe; the Goverment of Russia has not requested assistance. We rernain. teady, 1o help 10
uahggg_tg_]usnce the perpetrators of this terrorist act, (Press Guidance, 01/25/1 Ii

Whﬁt’ls the U,S: résponseito the Russian Duma’s approyal of. the New START Treaty?

Wby

‘ ; g We"welco‘ine the news that the Duma. passed’a law approvin ‘Fatification 6F the New-STAK.

_{reaty on Januaiy 25
\/ Russia's upper house, the Federation Council, must also pass the Jaw approving ratification of the

‘ ;jl'rea.ty "The Federation Council is expécted to vat¢ on January 26

We look forward fo bnngmg the Tt%g_.t)_r Jinto force, delivering the bénefits 0f New START to global
eurity, (Press Guidance, 01/25/11

w’

What are the U.S. priorities for future arms control talks with Russia?

v" With the New START Treaty taking each side down to 1,550 strategic warheads, we are at the
point where it is hard to envisage further strategic reductions without reducing the large number of
tactical nuclear weapons, which are not constrained.
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v" Negotiation with the Russians on tactical weapons will include some difficult issues. Firsy, there is
a large numerical disparity between the U.S. and Russian tactical arsenals. By unclassified
accounts, the Russians have anywhere from three to eight times as many tactical nuclear weapons,
¥ Second, over the last 10 10 15 years Russians military doctrine has placed much more weight on
' tactical nuclear forees, because they see these weapons as necessary to offset what they regard as
conventional force disadvantapges vis-3-vis NATO and China.
¥ Third, verification is difficult because you probably will not be talking about limiting the delivery
systems, whose primary missions are conventional. So you're talking about limiting actual
warheads and perhaps even designing schemes where inspectors might have to go into storage
bunkers and count weapons.

¥ Russian President Medvedev recently said that either we come 10 an agreement on missile defense,

or there will be & resumption of the arms race. The primary Russian concern is not the system
which currently protects the U.S. from limited numbers of ballistic missile launches, but rather the
Eurepear Phased Adaptive Approach policy, which is a policy to create a missile defense shield
aver all of Europe.

¥ The Obama Administration has done a lot through the presidential bilateral working group at the

NATO-Russia Council to cxplain that these systems will not threaten Russia’s ICBM force.

v" ‘There can be an agreement about joint threat assessments. There can also be a shared early warning
| of all ballistic missile launches. There can also potentially be cooperation on shared radars, which
includes integrating some of the Russian radar capabilities in southern Russia into the U.S. phased
adaptive approach missile defense system for Europe. (Remarks on U.S.-Russia Nuclear
Coocperation , 01/13/11)

What is the State Department’s reaction to the ratification of the New START Treaty?
! v On December 22, the Senate voted 71-26 1o approve the Resolution of Advice and Consent to
: ratification of the New START Treaty. The New START Treaty strengthens American national
security and is an important step forward in President Obama’s foreign policy agenda.

v Just as was the case during the recent U.,S, Senate debate over the Treaty, Russia’s ratification
process can be expecied to reflect various viewpoints both for and against the Treaty. Such debate
is a natural and necessary part of the legislative process,

v We welcome the recent positive statements by Russian leaders, including President Medvedev,
Prime Minister Putin, Foreign Minister Lavrov, and leading Russian lawmakers, encouraging
prompt approval by the Russian legistative bodies, the Duma and the Federation Council,

¥ Ratification of this treaty wili strengthen American leadership on nonproliferation issues, reinforce
our relationship with Russie, and promises 10 make our country safer.

| -+ New START is the mogt extensive nuclear arms control agreement in nearly two decades. It

l reduces by 30% the maximum limit of strategic nuclear warheads that the United States and Russia

can deploy, while allowing the U.S. to maintain a credible nuclear deterrent,

! ¥ It puts into effect a verification regime to track Russia’s strategic nuclear weapons, which will

' inctude placing U.S. inspectors on the ground, access we have not had since the original START
trealy expired over a year ago.

v New START will include up-to-dale exchanges of information on numbers, locations, and

: technical characteristics of weapons systems and facilities that are subject to the Treaty.

¥ From the beginning, this Administration has made it a priority to exercise American leadership in
reducing the threats of nuclear proliferation and nuclear terrorism. Once this Treaty enters into
force we will put the world’s two largest nuclear arsenals on more stable, predictable footing.
(Press Guidance, 01/07/11)
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v New Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (New START)

v President Obama — “We'll continue to advance our relationship with Russia, which is essential to
making progress on a host of challenges -- from enforcing strong sanctions on Iran to preventing
nuclear weapons from falling into the hands of terrorists. And this ireaty will enhance our
leadership to stop the spredd of nuclear weapons and seek the peace of a world without them.”

(12/22/10) (read transcript)

What are U.S. expectations regarding its relationship with Russia going forward?

v We hope that the relauonshlp between Russia and the U.S. ~ and between Russia and NATO and
Europe — will continue to improve. These relationships are in a much better place than they were
several years ago, certainly before this Administration took office,

v The NATO-Russia relationship had not been moving forward as practically and positively as the

! 11.8.-Russia relationship until recently, but at Lisbon NATO and Russia agreed on a joint
‘ assessment of 215t century security challenges, agreed to resume theater missile defense
| cooperation, and agreed to cooperate more broadly on missile defense in the future.

v We have already said in many other conlexts that we believe the U.S.-Russia relationship is on
increasingly solid ground as we continue 1o find areas of cooperation, be they in nuclear
nonproliferation or the economic area or Afghanisian,

¥ We will continue to work with this. We obviously still have some diffcrences and we’re clear about
our differences as well. At the OSCE summit we had a szgmf icant difference over the question of
Georgia and other unresolved conflicts, but we are expressing them frankly, and believe that in the
long run the U.S. and Russia and Russia and Europe have so many common interests that we are

' and should be partners. (Briefing by Assistant Secretary Gordon, 12/07/10)

The content contained hete is alsc available on the PD Briefing Book site.
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(back to top)

SUDAN/DARFUR

Sudan Message

v President Obama — “Two paths lay ahead: one path taken by those who flout their responsibilities
and for whom there must be consequences ~ more pressure and deeper isolation. The other path is
taken by leaders who fulfill their obligations, and which would lead to improved relations between
the United States and Sudan, including supporting agricultural development for all Sudanese,
expanding trade and investment, and exchanging ambassadors, and eventually, working to lif
sanctions — if Sudanese leaders fulfill their obligations.” (09/24/10) (read transcript)

v President Obama - “The Comprehensive Peace Agreement that ended the civil war must be fully
implemented. The referenda on self-determination scheduled for January 9th must take place -
peacefully and on time, the will of the people of South Sudan and the region of Abyei must be
respected, regardless of the outcome.” (09/24/10) (read transcript)

v Special Envoy Gration = “While much of the international attention has been focused on the
Comprehensive Peace Agreement recently, and certainly the upcoming referendum in Southern
Sudan, we cannot and we must not forget about the people of Darfur. These people have suffered
too long. And they continue to live with daily reminders of conflict, insecurity, displacement,
banditry. Most of the Darfuris have seen little change in their living conditions over the past seven
years, They currently see little hope for a brighter future, Internally displaced people continue to
live in temporary housing. They depend on emergency assistance. And they don’t even know when
or if they’li be able to return to their historical homelands in safety and dignity, should they choose

to do s0.” (12/13/10) (read transcript)

Sudan Q&A

13 the U.S. satisfied with how the Southern Sudanese referendum was conducted?

v The completion of a peaceful, orderly Southern Sudan referendum marks a significant achievement
for the Sudanese people and a historic step toward full implementation of the 2005 Comprehensive
Peace Agreement (CPA).

¥ The U.S. commends the millions of Southern Sudanese people who participated in this historic
process, and applauds both northern and southern leaders for creating conditions that allowed
voters to cast their ballots freely and without fear, intimidation, or coercion. The successful vote
was also a credit to the Southern Sudan Referendum Commission, the Southern Sudan Referendum
Bureau, and more than 40 couniries and international organizations.

v We welcome the positive statements issued in recent days by international observer missions from
the African Union, Arab League, Inter-Governmental Authority on Development, European Union,
and the Carter Center.

v As we awail the official results of the referendum, we reaffirm our commitment to remain a
steadfast partner to both parties as they continue to work toward full implementation of the CPA
and to develop their post-CPA relationship. The parties have an opportunity to forge a durable
peace between the North and the South, and to build positive relationships with the international
community. We hope they will seize this moment, and the U.8. supports their efforts to ensure a
peaceful, mare prosperous future for all Sudanese. (Statement by Secretary Clinton, 01/17/10)

v President Obama — “The past week has given the world renewed faith in the prospect of a
peaceful, prosperous future for all of the Sudanese people — a future that the American people long

to see in Sudan” (01/17/11) (read transcript)
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What is the U.S. assessment of Southern Sudan’s capacity to govern itself should it gain
independence?
v" The Government of Southern Sudan has made remarkable progress since its establishment in 2005.

; Regardless of the outcome of the referendum, Southern Sudan requires significant capacity
building to develop the legal, justice, banking, and other basic governance systems essential to the
welfare of the southern Sudanese people, .

v" The United States has been a committed partner 1o southern leaders helping to build this capacity
since prior to the signing of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) and will continue this
partnership after the referendum.

v" The U.S. continues to support projects in Southern Sudan dedicated to improving access to health
care, education, ¢lean water, and sanitation; improving infrasiructure; boosting agricultural
productivity and trade; expanding opportunities for women and ending gender-based violence; and
helping local governments improve their ability to manage resources and meet citizens® needs.

v We are examining our own posture in Scuthern Sudan. We are also engaging with staies in the
region, members of the Sudan Contact Group, and international institutions, like the UN, World
Bank, and IMF, to ensure that our efiorts to south are coordinated and effective,

v We call upon the leaders of the south to prepare to govern responsibly, no matter the outcome of
the referendurn. In particular, we urge Government of Southern Sudan leaders to proactively
address any evidence of corruption ai any level of government.

v We welcome recent efforts by the Government of Southern Sudan 1o promote political
reconciliation and inclusiveness among all political parties, and we encourage continued efforts in
this direction for the sake of peace, (Press Guidance, 01/07/11)

What dees the U.S. believe is the way forward on Abyei given that an on-time referendum wili

not happen?

¥ Despite lengthy discussion, the parties were unable to agree on the composition of the Abyei Area
Referendum Commission, which is responsible for determining criteria for Abyei referendum voter
eligibility. As such, it was not possible to hold the Abyei referendum as scheduled on January 9,

¥ The AU High-Level Implementation Pane! has put forward proposals on the political resciution of
Abyei's status to the parties and elevated the issue te President Bashir and Vice President Kiir. We
urge the parties to continue to engage seriously in discussions to break the impasse and reach
agreement on a way forward.

v We fully expect they will resume their talks immediately after the conelusion of the Southemn
Sudan referendum and resolve the issue before the end of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement
(CPA)} interim period in July.

¥ We believe it is possible for the parties to reach a solution for Abyei that addresses the deeply held
aspirations, needs, and rights of all communities in the region, consistent with the CPA’s Abyei
Protocol and the ruling of the Permanent Court of Arbitration.

v" We urge the parties to make a clear public statement that calls on local communities to maintain
calm and refrain from any inflammatory unilateral actions, and that commits the parties to resolve
the Abyei issue after the referendum. We urge both parties to do everything in their power -
including by cooperating with UNMIS - to maintain peace in the area. (Press Guidance, 01/07/11)

Can you provide an update on the current situation in Darfur?
v" The Obama Administration is as equally committed fo resolving the Darfur conflict as it is to full
and timely implementation of the 2005 Comprehensive Peace Agreement, The appoiniment of
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Ambassador Dane Smith comes at a crucial time in Sudan’s histery that requlres high level
attention on both Darfur and North-Scuth issues.

v" The United States has long supported on-going international efforts to reach a durable peace in
Darfur. Appointing a Senior Advisor expands on that work in an effort to re-energize the UN-AU-
led peace process, and improve security and humanitarian access.

v We have consistently called on the Government of Sudan to cease aerial bombardments. It is
essential that these kinds of attacks end, and we call on all parties to the Darfur conflict to
recommit to an immediate ceasefire.

v We also call on the Sudanese government and the Sudan People’s Liberation Mavement (SPLM) to
refrain from any action that may raise tensions or provoke the spread of violence.

v We continuc to express concern regarding such ebuses, which have included the arrests of
opposition leaders, journalists, and other peaceful demonstrators. The U.S. reminds the Sudan of its
obligation to respect human rights, including freedom of assembly. (Press Guidance, 12/14/10)

' The content contained here is also available on the PD Briefing Book site.
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What actions has the Department of State taken in the year since the 2009 December 25 bombing

attempt?

v The Department has worked closely with our inferagency partners to strengthen the U.S,
Government's Watch Listing Guidance to make it more flexible and responsive to emerging threats.

v During 2010 the Department designated al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) as a Foreign

; Teerorist Organization. Furthermore, the Department designated AQAP and its senior leaders,
Masir al-Wahishi and deputy leader Said al-Shihri, as well as operational leaders Fahd al-Quso and
Qasim al-Rimi as Specially Designated Global Terrorists under Executive Order (E.O.) 13224,
The U.S. government has also designated Anwar al-Aulaqi under E.O. 13224, and the U.S.
spearheaded the Jisting of AQAP and its senior leaders in the UN Security Council 1267 {(al
Qaeda/Taliban) Sanctions Commiltee.

v" The consequences of these domestic designations include prohibitions against the provision of
material support or resources to AQAP; the freezing of all property and interests in property of the
organization that are in the United States, or come within the United States, or the control of U.S.
persons; and travel restrictions.

¥" Since the President’s ordered security review, individuals have been added to the terrorist
screening database, no fly, and selectee lists to counter the specific vulnerabilities observed on
December 25, 2009. The number of visa revocations has increased substantially as a result.

l v Since 2001, we have revoked over 57,000 visas for a variety of reasons, including over 2,800 for .
' suspected links to terrorism. We use our revocation authority actively as we run our data against
~ updated watch list information provided by our partner agencies.

v" We worked closely with the Department of Homeland Security to develop a fully automated
process io prevent a person, with a revoked visa from boarding an aircrafi, even if the visa has ot
been physically cancelled.

¥ We have strengthened our own internal watch listing process (known as "Visa Viper”) to improve

-thé manner in which names are added and the information that is provided, (Press Guidance,
12/23/10)

The content contained here is also available on the PD Briefing Book site.
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DETAINEES

| Detainees Q& A :
’ What is the State Department’s response to recent Congressional actior barring the movement

of Guantanamo Bay detainees to the U.S.?

| v We are aware of the Guantanamo provisions in the National Defense Authorization Act passed by
i Congress on December 26.

v We are closely looking at the Guantanamo provisions to determine how this will impact the
transfer of detainees to foreign governments, but we remain determined to ccn!muc the difficult
work required 1o close Guantanamo.

; v As the President has said, “One of the most powerful tools we have to keep the American people

. safe is not providing al Qaeda and jihadists recruiting tools for fledgling terrorists.” Closing
Guantanamo will remove a major recruiting too! for al Qaeda and other terrorist organizations,
while also living up to our values, ideals, and principles.

v Many friends and aflies have joined our efforts to close the detention facility, and we continug to
engage with additional foreign partners in pursuit of the detention facility’s closure.

v Toddy, 173 detainees remain at Guantanamo. There were 242 at the facility on January 21, 2009,
(Press Guidance, 12/277/10)

Is the U.S. still committed to closing Guantanamo Bay?

v President Obama remains committed to closing the detention facilities at Guantanamo Bay, which
has served as a recruiting tool for al Qaeda.

v The Administration has instituted the most comprehensive review process ever applied to detainees
at Guantanamo, with significant improvements inciuding halting the “stove-piping” of classified
intelligence and for the first time compiling in a single repository the best information available
relating to Guantanamo detainees.

¥ The Administration has made remarkable progress working with our friends and allies to resettle
many detainees in third countries. Since the beginning of this Administration, the U.S. has
transferred 67 detainees to 24 different destinations, including the transfer of 40 detainees to third
countries. Today, 173 detainees remain at Guantanamo.

v The list of countries resettling detainees continues to grow, and we are encouraged by the
assistance of the international community who continues to support this Administration’s closure
effort. Pursuant to our effort to close Guantanamo, we are in ongoing discussions with a number of
foreign pariners regarding repatriation and resettlement options for detainees approved for transfer.
{Press Guidance, 01/22/11 and 01/06/11) and (White House fact sheet, 05/27/10)

v Secretary Clinton — “In one of his first acts as president, President Obama directed that the
detention facility at Guantanamo be closed, recognizing that Guantanamo had become a symbol of
the wrong way to make America more secure. Now, we had hoped that this task would be
completed within a year, That has proven impossible. But we will close Guantanamo. And we will
close it'in a way that is both responsible and consistent - with basic standards of justice, Our
progress has been slow because this is difficult. It depends in part on the willingness of other
nations to take in detainees, and we are very gratefu} to those nations that have already dene so,

‘ and wé ask others to please considering doing so, in order to help us expedite the closing of

Guantaname.” (02/14/10) (read transcript)

The content contained here is also available on the PD Briefing Book site.
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ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE CHANGE

| Climate Change Q&A
Cou!d you éxplain the purpose.of the engeing Ninth:Segsion of. UN.Forum 06 Fﬁrests?L_'_
¥ Deputy Assistant Secretary for Envxronment and Sustagnable Devciopmeqt Danjet Rmfsnyder 36t will

ead the U.S. delegation to-tlie pinthsegsion,of the N Foruni on'Forests (UNFF9) in New Yor

__which takes place from January 23 1o Rebruiary 3
g The delégation will mcludc officials and experis ffor the Départent of State, U9, Forest Seryice}
! SAID, and the Na‘aonal Association of State Forbst&rs lDepufy Agsistant Sccmta:y Rexfsnyd

jli also modergte 8 Ministerial-level roundiable ‘discussion on “Forests and Rio+20" dusing thy
“Leve} Segmend

‘Z;;l:gg_j,mg;ggg ings.will officiafly launch 2011 as the International Year of Forests, with the
theine “Celebrating Forests for- People.” The theme for the UNFF9 mestings will be “Forests fo?

Peopie, Livelikoods, and-Poverty Eradication.” The meetings provide the oppottunity fo:
g govetnments to discuss the cultural and social values of forests, governance, and enhanced
i qpooperahun among all stakeholders|_
' The U.S. will highlight its forest-relafed activities and initiatives over the ¢ course of the fwo weeks]
}gxdmg a January 31 side event.on "Urban Greenihg in America.” This event will featurg expert:

the private sectormd*gowmmem to discuss city.and state-levél gréening initiatives
~ USAID spends $110 mﬂhbn}mnually in developing countriésin,siippott of the UNFF 9stl-zeme‘s‘ 0
) L_-tormnunity forest mann'gement and improved livelihoods, F orest-related issues have been apHgHLY
on the international policy.and political agendas since the 199?UN Conference on Environmen|
and Development in Rio de Janeiro, The UN Forum on Forests| was established in Octabenzoom
romote arid, strengthen long-term commitments to' the managemem, conséryation and sistainable
forests.

What was accomplished at the recent climate talks in Cancun?

¥ On November 29, the U.S. joined the nations of the world in Cancun for a new round of talks
aimed at mobilizing cornmon action to meet the shared gicbal challenge of climate change.

¥ The meeting resulted in the Cancun Agreement, a set of balanced international decisions under the

w United Mations Framgwork Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) which represent
meaningful progress in our global response to climate change.

v" This result was fundamentally consistent with U).S. objectives. Throughout the year, our strategic
vision was to consolidate and elaborate on the progress made last year in Copenhagen and to have
the outcome fully endorsed by all the nations to the Climate Treaty.

v" The Cancun Agreement advances each of the core elements of the Copenhagen Accord,
Specifically, it anchors the accord's mitigation pledges by both developed and developing
countries in a parallel manner. It outlines a system of transparency with substantial detail and
content, including international consultations and analysis; that was the negotiated phrase from the
Copenhagen Accord. This will provide confidence that a country’s pledges are being carried out
and help the world keep track of the track that we're on in terms of reducing emissions.

v The agreement in Cancun also launches a new Green Climate Fund with a process for setting it up;
creates a framework to reduce deforestation in developing countries; establishes a so-called
technology mechanism, which will include a new technelogy executive committee and a climate .
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technology center and network; and sets up a framework and committee to promote international
cooperation and action on adaptation.

¥ The Cancun Agreement represents a balanced and significant step forward. The United States will
continue 10 work with our friends and partners to keep the world focused on this urgent chalienge
and to continue building on this progress. (Staiement by Secretary Clinton, 12/11/10) and (Briefing
by Special Envoy Stern)

How does the U.S, intend to address global climate change? _

v" President Obama has made it clear that we must take bold action to reduce our dependence on
foreign oil, address the growing threat of global warming challenges, and to create clean energy
jobs and technologies. The Administration has already taken unprecedented steps to address these
problems - through Recovery Act investments in clean energy, through tough new fuel economy

. standards for cars and light trucks, and through many cther actions.

‘ ¥ The President remains committed to the broad clean energy vision that he has put forward, and the

Administration will continue to use the tools that we have to make progress. We will continue to

' work with Congress to achieve the comprehensive legislation that the President has called for,

¥ Moreover, the U.S is not backing away from the commilments made during international climate
change negotiations in Copenhagen. As the administration works with Congress to pass
comprehensive legislation, we will use the administrative authorities we have to reduce emissions.

¥ The U.S. will continue to work with partners around the world to build on the progress made in
Copenhagen and Cancun toward meeting the climate and clean energy challenge. (Press Guidance,

07/23/10)

The content contzined here is also available on the PD Briefing Book slte.

[PUBLIC mIPLGMACY

IBriefing

Book ;

Content drawn from guidance materials previously cleared by the State Department 23
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE » PD BRIEFING BOOK « PDBRIEFINGBOOK@S3TATE.GOV

UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED U.3. Department of State Case No. F-2011-08841 Doc Ne. C18761293 Date: 068/14/2012

StateDept01854




-

e

rELEASl:D o Pnnred 1»-!'. e s "

- L
b . L e

iy f}i

I L
€ Product
{l“l! “.t’ﬁ‘&

Websltes lncluded in OSINT products are subject to, monltorlng by U S..and forelgn government. . .
agenmes and should not-be viewed on U.S, government or personal computers . ’
; Author OSINT Open Source Intelllgence (CCJz-JOwW0o) -,

‘e . . '
e - . . . [ ‘ . .
. " . Y ] 1, - - ¥

LV

‘,-_n

FO

i
e

L

-

. e -'*.- 4 J Tl B 4 | . L ' - !
uil W

On Tuesday. one of the owners of the Amalthea Sald that the crew would unload its humamtanan goods

" atE- Ansh if refused permlssmn lo reaoh Gaza. , o

i this is lhe only optlon put forward by lhe Israell aulhorltles rwe wnl choose to 5a|l to the port of EI-Ansh
and fransferthe assistance by ground.to Gaza,” Greek businessman Aleksei Angeolopoulos said in an

. |nterv|ew with lhe London based Arabic newspeperAeharq Alawsat. - ‘ S . S S

li ! .

Angeolopoulos said lhe sth was carrylng humanltanan ald and food and there are no weapons or’
proh|b|ted malenals as clalrned by lsrael S L s Co -

- v
T

He added “If lsrael wants, the Israell navy is mwted to board the shlp and to search it so that they can
see with thelr own eyes that lt is only carrylng food and allow itto conllnue to the pori of Gaza

A spokesman in the. ane Mlmslers Offce sald that If indeed the shlp was’ carrylng only Cl\‘lllal'l cergo ' .
there should be no problem with. lt docklng at the Ashdod porl T .

' "We Wlll guerentee that all cw:lran goods w1ll be all owad m[to Gaza] lhe ofﬁcual sald e

However the informatron put out by the ane Mmlster ] Off ice on Tuesday pamted a plcture of a vessel
that was interested in far more than just the delivery of rice and corn oil. The packet sent by email
included a link to an Al Jazeera report from Saturday in which a.Moroczan.volunteer an the ship, said,

“We as Musllms are not afrald of dealh On the contrary, we love martyrdom \ N

The packet lncluded a remlnder that leya s |nvolvement ln terronsm was somethlng weII known :
Ty "
Everyone remembers the Lockerble tragedy, where 270 people were Killed when a Pan Ari plane . ‘
exploded fover) southern Scot/and in 1988. An international investigation found a direct link between the L
" Libyan govemment and ihe lerronsl lncldent end it even extradlted two suspec:ts for plarning the attack " S

The mformatron |ncluded reference to. Hamas chlef Khaled Mashaal 5 wew of the blockade busting shlps ,
Sasan lmportant bnck in brmgmg about Israef's delegltrmlzatlon . ) . : .

w

Breakmg the srege |s ‘a pnonty and we must compel it by all means mcludlng new ﬂotlllas whlch will be
organized in the coming weeks and months W|th ihe help of Alleh Mashaal sald in a speechin ’
Damascus on June. 28 S , L o _ .' -

. a .
2 . [

h “I caEI on the Arab and Musllm people and other lovers of freedom in the world to multlply lhe number of
parhcrpants he said. ’ oy " )

oo ‘n e " G . B " "

“Togelher wnth us alt freedom lowng people around the world have begun to understand how much of & e

-+ curse Israe! is to the wofld, to its secunly and anterests and to what extent |l is’ a heavy burden on the

inlerests of both West and. Easl RRTS

; The mformatlon sent out by the Prime Minlsters Office also included the cabinet decision last ménth to ' .

o~ VL TR L . ! . .
. M R S . - .

ease restrictions on what is aliowed jnto Gaza, the Quartet's positive reaction to this step, ahd statements

* " A n N . ! o
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from the US State Department and EU forelgn pollcy chlef Cathenne Ashton expressrng concern about

futher ships. . - .+ " ! .

IThe Foreign Min_istry’s legal advlser. meanwh'ile, has recomrnendeo to the IDF that for public diplomacy
c reasons, it would be preferable to commandeer the ship once it enters Israel's territorial waters, though
L _mterceptlng it out-of that 20-km. zone would be legal ifig were clear that the shlp was headed for Gaza

RS A simitar recommendatlon was made prior to the May flotilia’s arrival, but that recommendatlon -
according ta government sources ~ was not heeded because of operatlonal reasons. The IDF's argument
in May, according to the sources, was that since that flotilla included six ships, the navy would need '
« sufficient time to commandeer all ef them and asa result needed to begin the jOb outsrde the country s

temtonal waters L wn b S
42 Jl.lly 2010 Lt ‘ . " o - n . :‘ n - T, M . . v
Jerusalem Post . “ I : U -
Bishara reportediy meets Gaddaﬁ ' : e, o T

Committee debates suspending former MK's penslon beneﬁts

o . Former MK Dr. Azmi Bishara (Balad} was reported on Sunday to have arrived Saturday night in leya for "
a meeting wzth leyan dlctator Muammar Gacldat’ Co . .

a .
e

The two were sald to have discussed issues pertarnmg to the Arab world and the Palestinian struggle
. Whlle Bishara was reportedly in Libya, the l(nesset's Mlmstenal Committee for Leg[slatlon approved a bill
on Sunday that would suspend hig govemment pensmn benef ts . \
The proposed bill- will suspend any pensaon or salary payments normally due to Knesset members if they R
v . are-under investigation or indicted for a felony, punishable by five years imprisonment or more, committed ' .
n durlng their tenure and they seek to evade justice by refusrng {o appear before a court or |nvestrgators .

Knesset and former Knesset members payments wouid only be reinstated: upon then’ appearance in
court or compliance with the mvesttgators requests oo oo :

| ‘ - The passing of the blll commonly known as the 'Blshara Law ! would stnp former MK Brshara (Balad) of
! the pension paymenls he currently receives Whlle living outsrde Israel :

Bishara was under mvestlgatlon for allegedly a|d|ng Hezbollah whlle serving as an lsraell MK when he
fled the country in 2007 . .

¥
"

The blll was sponsored by MK Yarlv Levln (leucl) and MK Yisrael Hasson (Kadama)

4 want to end this sntuatlon where betraylng the Stata of Israel has become a prof table busrness that.
supports the traitor Blshara to the tune of thousands of shekels a month,” sard Levin. ; - :

1

The bill wrll now have to be brought !o avote in front of the entlre Knesset before |t can 'become law

. . e et . . : i . Co
3
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Osmawh, Amany A

Fromy Diayton, ¥io {istanbol) |

Sent: Mondary, day 31,2010 708 AN :

Yo B3 OTHER |
Subjech: RE: Fron Gaga Updais Monday

Turkich telavision {guoting israeli aredia) iy répartiog 10 dead and ovore wended in thi Brsell Defense forces®
wiercegtion and boarding of the fiolifla. Film lips purporiing o be From e Totils depict shaotic scenes from e deck
of one ship 2nd apparent wounded Sulliaes. We are trying 10 contatt IHR reps i tganbul far comment, Including on
statws of US citlaens orboard.

Tuikish TW i3 showiag 3 lve Feed 61 crows of hundreds la &t of the tseaclt consubste is dstdnbul. Rarller reponts
Tndinated soms stone {hiowing thore but corrent videos shive & peacelol crowd with Palestinian fizgs dod 3 bulthoem of
.

e 0 v e o e 3 4y i At = iaw we = e i @ 5 e e a e e w o B S p e Gy £

Fren: Marwahy, Brianne C
Sentz Sy, May 30, 30109102 PR

B3 OTHER <

HF &l - plousé ser thi bslow e-mail {r’am[j 13 phile 10 respdnd intelligantly reparding the sasisancs & g6
Armnirican Dtifens if they ore detsiptd.. howevor, o thay zep LS. owenad boats, does NEA or DOD Rnow what we can
mxpect will hispen with thelr Broperty?

; Thinks, [REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewet]
' Hriaiire: }
’ c:x?bgwwm Dty Officer '

UNCLASSIFIED .S, Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751072 Date: 09/05/2012

StateDept01859



UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Departrnent of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No.

Frow: Macrs, Gragery P

Tz CA-Siatfers Malhon; CA-OCS-Outy-Frincipsly; Horwatn, Bcidane € Scott; Pameta F
St Sun May 30 131302 7010

Subject; F¥; Asslstance for american Humanitarians,

€A colleagues - hoplag you could take a erack at rspondiog. Greg Maeris, SWO

From:| i
Sant: Sanday, Hay 35, 7050 1304 BH

P Opeseations Centey

Sabieck: Assistance for Aanerican Himanisang

State Beprrimont Operations Ceniters

“This moraing § offered & prayer in my Bapiist Church for thesafe landing of the hemenitarian foilla

bringing seeded gonds fo the refugees in Gurs, Severndsf my Baptist colfeagues asked kow sur Searg

Bepartment wounld sid of Américsn sitboiis on Ameritat-avned byt shiveld the Tavkell nrmied forces
miake sreests andfer sefze prapecty: 1 called:-(202) 6474000 for puswers pad the apivator sggest ] el

you Ior prompl suswers:
{lpwing ibe event by ¢he hovr, your proempt response Is apprecinted:

¥irst Baptist Chured
Hgmiiton ¥V

[ T e [

SGHIEET RES PR (ars Waats uaiay

fetirulating update bétow fron: USDAD Tel Sviv tothis st Also adting somi dditionat US military addressons,
Fibi
et Budy,  SHED B2 AM

Chaferyges I} Greek Tagged, juipating, Chalienges | St VincéniiGrenade agied inost ety
parikipating, ismal Navy assesaes e Eluh‘ﬂa has nor yet started 16 head soUlh, ohee i thes, £XpEcE B-12 olrs for
Istnedition,

21}

18751072 Date: 08/05/2012

B6

BE&

B3 GTHER

B3 OTHER

B3 OTHER

B3 OTHER
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i ........................... . ~l B3 OTHER

' Fromy: Goodman, [hn
' Sent: Friday, My 28, 2010 11:22 AM
Tus: Relsser, Wesiay 1; Amodeo, Saivatore A& (Jstanbul); Goldberghr, Tnomas: H; Holmstrom, Toddd € Sirdle, James My
Struvee, Rgbeers 1y Richter, m 8; Lepalidenies, Wiinda; Berhier-Toth, Michelie; Mendel, Teresa 52 Sievers, Marely
- eviy, Jon; Burpetl, Devid &; Baron, Desliea Az Asamg, Tulle O; Rarker, Andrew C) Greene, Ehsay Zerenbavely, Saadra 5;
. N Schisreth, Prank &; Bomess, Ridied 3 Chere, John E; Waters, John Ry Hogan, Thomas G; Towry, Debel 3; Hananis, Vers
' i WSNIGHE, R 1y Lewds, Glian K7 Beren, Sarah; Greenqrass, S 0; Rapan, Deany Walker, Carolee 8; Finver, Frank
Grezne, David ); Manring, Richiclas 3; Tyson, Paul H; Maggl, Robert W, Froderick; Jeffrey O; Palls, £ricG; Reed, Jufia Gy
Bavison, Keis O Ogle, Karers L Keen, Donle! 67 Howard, Jeremlah evey"; Parta, Yesowdar Ay Dilworth, plison E; Qeman,
Enany A; Hesos, Defperios £ Taylor, Vidiors J; Rlitey, Robeet 3; Daytan, Win {ismabat); Marsh, Ceniss M; Boly, s
Tomllnson, Christina (Istanbul); Abeyin, Susan & {Istanbul); Gisvoxd, Lisa T {Istanbul); Farkar, Andrew € Sifimian;
Douglas A Rosenstock, Matthew S;Dattaey, Jumnifer 3; Mansaha, Brinnse G Flancy . Jessepdi By Glaaguey Jeffiey 6
Frefizh, Karlene H ]
Subfects B One Hore Free G Updste

e sdded my contact purabers, In case § need tobe reached.

fai: Goodsug
EU/SE
: Coa13-530-1358
BB; 2024852307

Trits emai iz UNCLASSIFIED.

From: Retsser, Westey J _ -

Sents Friday, Moy 28, 1010 211:05 AM , .

o Atwtian, Sstvature A iy Goldh Thoras, Hy He i, Todd £ Sindle, James M; Sinve, Rébecoa L;

Rick&ar, Koy B; Lngotilawics, Wiktoris) Bermidr Tot, Mickafie] Mendel, Tt 5) Sitvpss, Mone J; Lewin, Jan; Bumett,
David R; Baron, Desiee A: Adams, Tulie ; Pavker, Andeew C; Greros, Elsa; Zemubavely, Sandra & Schieselly, Frabk G;
Burgess, Richasd §; Chare, John E; Watess, Jdbn 1 Rogah, Thwras 6; Towry; Debra ); Hanunle, Vers Y; Weisfeld, RET;
Liwiis, Glenn K; Bersn, Saral; Greengrass, Saa U} Kaplan, Dean; Walker, Carples B Faver, Fraok 3; Geesre, Dovid J;

: wansing, hichoias J; Tysen, Paut H; Maga, Robiert W; Frederick, Jeffrey 0, Fails, fric G; Reed, Julla G; Davison, Koes C;
Oghe, Kaeir L5 Kpan, Damie} 5] Howvid, Janimiah Jeny’; Par, Yolanda A7 Dilweath, Alfson E; O, Amary A Nels,
Eletthacios £; Tayloe, Victndta J; Ritey, Robert 1 Dayton, Win (Istanbul}; Marsh, Detise M; Bairy, Jess g Tomdineon,
Chiristine {istanbidy; Abeyts, Susan K (Istandat); Ghvelt, Usa C (fslanbul); Packer, ndrow O Satan, Dowglas A7
Roresistock, Matthew Sy Goadrman, Hen Az Darovier, Jenbiler 3} sha, Brianpe Cr i st Pr (augue;
Jeftrey ;. Frokch, Hardene H

Subjert: RE- One Mors Froe Gaga Updale:

Alsss, please note hst weskend POCs are limved in the spreadsheet a5 well, bwill e sut of s and ooty reachutle via
Stiste Dps; Karkena Frefich sod Jelt Glaunue will be i wwn and also can be reathed with-any NEA veluled eoreers.
Wes

from: Helsser, Wedley 3
serst: friday, May 28, 200 1029 AN . )
Tur Armocke, Salvitora A (Tstantud): Goliberger, Thimits 1y, HORRSom, Yotk G Sindie, James M; Sinawe, Rebeca L
Ricker; ¥im B; Lopatidesics, Viktoria; Berrdzr-Tath, Michelle; Merded, Teress 5; Sigvers, #re J; Levin, Jan: Buriets,

3
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Praviil R; Baron, Desiree A; Adsms; Jihe B Parker, Andrinw (; Giegae, Elisa; Zeraobavely, Savdim S; Schlereth, Frank 67
Burgess, Richard 3 Chere, Jofn £; Waters, Jobn R; Rexan, Thomas G; Towry, Dibrs ; Hananks, Ve W; Welnfald, BT
Fewits, Glenn K; Berary, Sarab; Sreengrass, Sava ) Hoplan, Desr; Walker, Carples B Finr; Frodk 3 Graens, Dawd X
Hanrng, Michoas 1) Tyson, Foul H Magof, Robert W, Fredero:, Jeftrey D) Falls Eic 6; Reet, Julia G} Davisn, Kees (G
Ogle, Karen. L Keen, Baniel G; Howaed, Jenemuah }em! Poera, Tolsids A; Cibwrorth, ﬁdmn E; Osman, Amany A7 Netos,
Elcftherios & Tayk:f, Vitloria J; Rikey, Rebert J; Daytod, \Mﬂ {Istanbull; Marsh, Denise b Balty, Jess 5 Toetlinson,
Chyisting {Istantul; Abdyta, Sesan K (i&ianbul), Gisvold, 1isa C {Istanbul); Parker, Andrew C; Sliman, Douglhs &;
Reosensiock, Matthew 5) Goodmén, Ton A Dénover, Jeerlier I; Marwaba, Bianns € Harsigan, Josuph #; Glaue,
Reffeey G Frefich, Kartere N

Subsfert: Give Mors Fres Gars Update

Evarytria-« Herg Is o Tast upﬁam s wet mowe. into Lhe holidoy weekend, Em3. Tel Avivis stinding by aad the duty
atticers In DT have besn riefed 10 st ave on Thix message, | have oncé pgain pssted the link 10 Bhe sprepdshees, which
1 e 44 updatid as possitsie, i & ink fo press puidance as well foryour refdrance. Thenks 10 o or your sssistance
an thid big eHort)

Wes

AR IR0 Gk

Woeileg J. Reisser, PR .
Drask.Offichr - NEAJIFA

{Hfice 1% ol & Prlostinian AlfRYS

Phoms (202) B47-2847

Fas (207 TIE446

T issege 15 VAN I tecndivg 23 the eefninns provided by .0, 12050,
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Law, Rosemary © _ , / L/é’
From: Reisser, Wesioy J [RELEASED IN PART B5,B8)

Sent: Friday, May 28, 2010 8:31 AM

To: Fralich, Karlene M

Suhject: RE: Israe! Navy on Free Gaza

Attachiments: 0524 410-Israsl-Palestinians - srael Blockade of Gaza.doox

From: Frelich, Kardene H

Sent: Friday, May 28, 2010 8:31 AM
ot Reisser, Wesley J

Subject: RE: Israel Navy on Free Gaza

‘Can you send me the press guidance too? Thanks.

Frosm: Relsser, Weslay ]

Sent: Friday, May 28, 2010 8:26 AM

To: Goldberger, Thomas H; Hokmstrom, Tedd C

Ce: Sindle, James M; Frelich, Karlene H; Giaugue, Jeffrey G; Schiereth, Frank G; Sievers, Marc J; Levin, Jan; Parker,
Andrew C; Greene, Elisa; Baumert, Kevia &

Subiects FW! Isrecl Navy on Free Gaza

The Greeks finally passed the shif info for the Amcits. The Chaflenger 1 and 2 are U.S. flagged vessels per Greek port
authorities. L has alerted the Coast Guard 1o #is fact.

Fron: Frowick, George H

Sent: Friday, May 28, 2010 7:31 AM

Te: Netos, Eleftherios E; Goodman, fan A; Reisser, Wesley J; Baurnert, Kevin A; Braunschweig, John 1

Ce: 'OPALKA, SCOTT 1) Cockrell, John [ McKeever, Matthew X; Scaratelli; Adam W; Mendel, Teresa 5; MicCarthy,
Debaral A

Subject: RE: Israel Navy on Free Gara

Attached are crew/passenger manifests for three additional véssels we recaived {via Cons sections’ persistent calls) from
the Port of Pirasus,

It skiows a number of Amcits (Inzluding the retired Ambassador} are cn MV Svendond flagged int Lome, Togo.

it also shows the two US flagged boats (60 ft. MVs) owned by “Western Mediterranean Trips ALU, LLC” based in

Wilmington DE, Challenger | is captained by a UK citizan,[m ___w; Challenger Il is Captained by a Greek citizB6

8By
This emall is UNCLASSIFIED.

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Charles Daris, Senior Reviewer]

From: Metos, Fleftherios E

Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2010 11:13 PM

To: Goodman, Ban A; Relsser; Wesley 3; Bawmest, Kevin A

oz 'OPALKA, SCOTT 3 Frowick, George H; Cockrell, John D; McKeaver, Matthew X; Scarlatelll, Adam W; Mendel, Teresa
1
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o
Stilject: RE: Isracl Navy on Free Gaza

Wes,

Thanks for this important update. I'm looping in Teresa Mendel in CA regarding the w/w. {(We've
already discussed by phone and shell be in touch with Nicosia’s consular section separately.)

Terty

sy
This emall is BNCLASSIFIED,

From: Goodman, Han A

Senk: Thursday, May 27, 2010 4:10 PM

To: Ressser, Wesley 1; Netos, Hleftherios E; Baumert, Kevin A _
Cez ‘OPALKA, SCOTT J; Frowick, George H; Cockrell, John D; McKeever, Matthew X; Scaratelli, Adam W.
Subject: RE: Israet Navy ov Free Guza

Looping in Embassy Athens.

SBU
This emadl is UNCLASSIFIED.

Feom: Relsser, Wesley J

Sapt: Thursday, May 27, 2010 4:08 PM

Tot Netos, Eleftherios F; Goadman, llan A; Baumert, Kevin A
Subject: FW: Israel Havy on Free Gaza

£¥1 - Quit naveal folis are sure the Challenger boats are not 1.5, flageed. Would still appreciate congurrence by Emb
Athens if at all possible. Terry, this means we would nat need anything other than potential w/w if they stop In Cyprus.

From; Schlereth, Frank G

Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2010 3:58 PM

To: Reisser, Wesley J , _
e Slevers, Mare 3; Levin, Jan; Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C; Birgess; Richard
Sulsject: Re: Isragl Navy on Frec Gaza

Ol and Sixih Fiset are ver confident that the boals are not lsgitimately US flagged.
1343

L CDR Frank Schilefeth

Assistant Naval Attache

USDAC Tel Aviv

E-mall: schlerethfg@state.gov

QOffice: 872-03-513-7486

Cell: 872-50-645-2288

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Gase No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. O1 8760264 Date: DY/OS/2042
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From? Reisser, Wesley J

T Schiereth, Frank G ,
Cer Sievers, Marc J; Levin, Jan; Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmistrom, Todd €
Sent: Thy May 27 18:16:56 2010

Subject: FW! Isragt Navy on Free Gaza

Frank ~ Doss the Isfaeli Navy have any more info beyond the ship’s names? If 50 we gan tolch base with the Coast
Guard to see I they are American registered and can let us know mare about their position en what happens if they are
boarded etc.

Wes

From: Baumert, Kevin A

Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2010 11:15 &M

Tor Baumert, Kevin A; Reisser, Wesley J

€e: Dolan, JoAnn; Goodman, Tlan A; Scarlateill, Adam W; Helmstrom, Todd Goldberger, Thomas H; Netos, Elefthedios

E
Subjecty RE: Israé! Navy on Free Gaza

lust eonnected with Coast Guard. If we can provide more facts on the vessels in guestion, they can assist with
idantifying options. Thanks, Kevin

From: Baumert, Kevin A

Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2010 11:00 AM
Tor Reisser, Wesley J -

i Dolan, JoAnn; Goodman, Han A; Scaratelli, Adan W; Halmstrom, Todd C; Goldberger, Thomas H; Netos, Eleftherios

E

Subjact: RE: Israsl Navy on Free Gaza BE

Someone neads to identify the vessels. That is a central fact here that | don’t believe thera is darity on.

Thanks,
Kevin

Brom: Refsser, Wesley ]

Sants Thursday, May 27, 2010 10:56 AM

Tz Baumert, Kevin A

Cex Dolan, JoAnn; Goodman, lan &; Scarlatelli, Adam W; Halmstrom, Todd C; Goldberger, Thomas H; Netos, Eleftherios

E
Subject: RE: Istael Navy on Frée Gaza

Kevin ~J

Wes

From: Relsser, Wesley J
Bent; Thurdday, May 27, 2010 10:36 AM
Te: Baumert, Kevin A

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No, F-2010-04183 Doc No. C18750264 Date: 08/06/2012
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Tz Dolan, JoAnn; Goodman, Han A; Scarlatelli, Adam W; Holmstrom, Fodd C; Goldberger, Thomas
Subject: RE! Isrgel Navy on Free Gaza

Kevin — We are still trying to get confirmation from Greece on the 2 ships. They are yachts and may actuafly be LS.
registereé._i 85

Wes

From: Baumnert, Kevin A

Sent: Wednesday, May 26, 2D10 3:41 PM

To: Reisser; Wesley J

¢ Dolan, Iosnn; Goodman, Ilan A; Scarfatelli, Adam W; Holmstrom, Todd C
Subject: RE: Ysrael Navy on Free Gaza

Was - it is definitely worth pursuing more factual information as to which vessels are actually doing what. { suspect they
are not US flagged vessels, and might not even be Greek flagged {may just be Greek.owned, but wha kriows).

Thanks,
Kevin

From: Reisser, Wesley J

Sent: Wednesday, May 26, 2010 3:00 PM

To: Baumert, Kevin A _

e Dolan, Joknn; Goodman, Ilan A Scaratedll, Adam W, Holmstrom, Togdd C
Subject: PW: Israel Navy on Free Gaza

Kevin - We have 2 whele bunch of ships headed towards Gaza right now ta “break the Israeli blockade.” The lsraeli Navy
will probably interdict them this weekend, board the ships, haul them to port and deport all of the foreign nationals
(they did this fast suminer). However, we have a slight hitch this time In that two of the boats, after leaving Greece, are
now supposedly fiying American flags rather than Greek ones. Embassy Athens islooking into this o find out of the
boats are registerad in Gragee or the LS. )

The [sraell Embassy has contacted us about this, and they have been contacted by the Greek Ambassador here, whe has
stated these ships are flying 1.5, flags {although he did not tell the Istaelis if the boats are American or Greek registered}.

Thanksl
Wes

Freams Schlersth, Frank G

Sent: Wednesday, May 26, 2010 11:06 AM

Fo: Schiereth, Frank G) Sievers, Marc 3; Levin, Jan; Burnett, David R; Baron, Desiree A; Parker, Andrew C; Greene, Elisa;
Burgess, Richard J; Chere, John E

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. ©18750264 Date: D9/06/2012
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£ Refsser, Wesley 3; Goldberger, Thomas H
Sabject: RE: Israel Navy on Free Gaza

Vessels departed Gieecs and are currently on the way to Cyprus,
V/R,

LCDR Frank Schlereth

fAgsistdnt Naval Attaché

178 pefense Attaché& Office

U8 Bmbagsy, Tal Aviv

Tel: 972 3 518 T4BE

Br#il: schlerethfg@state.gov

Correction from isragl Nawy —
}

From: Schiereth, Frank G

Sent: Wednesday, May 26; 2010 5:51 PM

Fo: Sievers, Marc J; Levin, Jan; Burnett, David Ry Baron, Desirer A; Parker, Andrew C; Greene, Elisa; Burgess, Richard 1;
Chere, John E

e Reisser, Wesley J; Goldberger, Thomas H

Subject: RE: Isracl Navy on Free Gaza

The Israel Navy Is inquiring about two vessels ~Challenger | and Challenger il thiat they believe have daparted Cyprus asa
part of the Flotiliz and reportedly are now flying Americsn Flags. They have asked  there is any way to confirm this. 1
will reach out to cur POCs in Cyprus, but appreciate any insight folks may have on this topie. | have trouble believing
they would be legitimately safling under an American Flag, but If so for some reason, potentially complicates the.
situation more. Thanks.

B/

LCPR Frank Schlereth

Assistant Naval Attaché

U8 Defense Attaché Office

U8 Embassy, Tel Aviv

Tal: 972 3 S1% 7485

Email: schlevethfg@state.gov

From: Reisser, Waslay 3

Sent: Wednesday, May 26, 2010 5:06 PM.

To: Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul); Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C; Sindle, James M; Striwe, Rebecea 1;
Hichter, Kim B; Lopatidewicz, Vikloria; Bernter-Toth, Michelle; Mendel, Teresa 5; Slevers, Mare J; Levin, Jan; Buraett,
David R; Baron, Desiree A; Adams, Julie D; Parker, Andrew C; Greene, Elisa; Zercubavely, Sandra 5; Schlereth, Frank G;
Burgess, Richard 3; Chere, John E; Waters, John Ry Rogan, Thomas Gy Towry, Debra J; Hananla, Vera V; Weinfeld, NIl L.
Lewis, Glenn K Berary, Sarah; Greengrass, Sama D; Kaplan, Dean; Walker, Carolee B; Finver, Frank ¥; Greene, David J;
Manririg, Nichﬁi& I; Tyson, Paut H; Maggi, Robert W; Frederick, Jeffrey U Falls, Eric G; Reed, Jufia G; Bavison, Kees
Cgle, Karen L; Keen, Daniel G; E—foward Jeremiah "lerry™; Parra, Yolanda A; Difworth, Alison E; Osman, Amany A; Netos,
Eleftherios E; Tayicr, Yictoria J ; Riley, Robert J; Dayton, Win (Istanbul); Marsl‘:, Denise M; Bally, Jess L; Tornlinson,
Christina {Estanbul); Abeyta, Susan K (Istanbul); Gisvold, Usa C (Istanbul); Parker, Andrew C; Siliiman, Douglas 4;
Resenstock, Matthew S

Subject: Tsraet Navy on Free Gaza

1 {SBU) Courtesy Ernbassy Tel Aviv, 3 message on how the mavy intends to handle this:

"The Israel Navy has expressed to me that they hitend fo respond to this situgtion os peacefuf a3 possibie; however they
hgve been directed by the GO! to prevent the vessels from arriving in Goza. Their intention is (g ensure the ships orrive in
Ashdod, process the individials to be deported and dellver oay legitimate bumanitarion ofde to Goza via fand. ¥ should
be roted, that GO has made 7t clecr that although they have directed & pecceful response, those porticipating are
viewed s individuals deliberately attempting t0 provoke the Broel Navy and uppripiriote action ta prevent ardval i
Gozg will be token.”
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Westey J. Reisser, Ph.D

Desk Officer - NEAAPA

Office of Israel & Palestinian Affairs
Phone {202) B47-2647F

Fax {202 73644861

This a6 is UNCLASSHEIEDSOL seetrding (o the definiions provided by E.0. 12908,
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