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DECLARATION OF JEFFREY FRANKLIN 

ISO PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION FOR CLASS 

CERTIFICATION 

 Case No. 4:09 CV 05796 CW 

 

   JULES LOBEL (pro hac vice) 

Email:  jll3@pitt.edu 

ALEXIS AGATHOCLEOUS (pro hac vice) 

Email:  aagathocleous@ccrjustice.org 

RACHEL MEEROPOL (pro hac vice) 

Email:  rachelm@ccrjustice.org 

CENTER FOR CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS 

666 Broadway, 7th Floor 

New York, NY  10012 

Tel:  (212) 614-6478 

Fax:  (212) 614-6499 

 

GREGORY D. HULL (Bar No. 57367) 

Email:  greg.hull@weil.com 

BAMBO OBARO (Bar No. 267683) 

Email:  bambo.obaro@weil.com 

WEIL, GOTSHAL & MANGES LLP 

201 Redwood Shores Parkway 

Redwood Shores, CA  94065-1134 

Tel:  (650) 802-3000 

Fax:  (650) 802-3100 

 

Attorneys for Plaintiffs 

(Additional counsel listed on attached page) 

 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

OAKLAND DIVISION 

   TODD ASHKER, DANNY TROXELL, GEORGE 

RUIZ, JEFFREY FRANKLIN, GEORGE FRANCO, 

GABRIEL REYES, RICHARD JOHNSON, PAUL 

REDD, LUIS ESQUIVEL, and RONNIE 

DEWBERRY, on their own behalf, and on behalf of 

a class of similarly situated prisoners, 

Plaintiffs, 

v. 

EDMUND G. BROWN, JR., Governor of the State 

of California, MATTHEW CATE, Secretary, 

California Department of Corrections and 

Rehabilitation (CDCR); ANTHONY CHAUS, 

Chief, Office of Correctional Safety, CDCR; and 

G.D. LEWIS, Warden, Pelican Bay State Prison, 

Defendants. 
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DECLARATION OF JEFFREY 

FRANKLIN IN SUPPORT OF 

PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION FOR CLASS 

CERTIFICATION 

 

Honorable Claudia Wilken 
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DECLARATION OF JEFFREY FRANKLIN  

ISO PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION FOR CLASS 

CERTIFICATION 

 Case No. 4:09 CV 05796 CW 

 

I, Jeffrey Franklin, declare under penalty of perjury that: 

1. I am a 52-year-old prisoner who has spent the last 23 years in solitary confinement in a 

windowless cell at the Pelican Bay SHU. 

2. The conditions at the Pelican Bay SHU are so harsh that in 2011 I requested to be 

transferred to any of the other three SHUs in California, where I would have a window in 

my cell.  That request was denied.  

3. I have been eligible for parole since 2000.  Although the parole board has characterized 

my disciplinary history at Pelican Bay as minimal, it has repeatedly denied me parole.  In 

2001, I was explicitly told that, in order to expect a parole release date, I need to get out 

of the SHU.   

4. My prolonged solitary confinement in Pelican Bay has caused me serious harm.  I have 

described and discussed this harm with the experts who have been retained by my 

lawyers in this case.   

5. In 2006, I was denied inactive status because I was listed as a board member of George 

Jackson University and because my name appeared on lists confiscated from other 

prisoners.   

6. I had another inactive review in 2012.  I was again found to be an active gang member, 

this time solely because my name appeared on a list in another prisoner’s cell.  Initially, I 

was also accused of having communicated with someone in another pod by yelling out to 

them, but the item was later discounted, as I was never housed in the relevant cell (nor 

was the other prisoner).  True and correct copies of my 2012 inactive review documents 

can be found at Exhibit J.   
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ADDITIONAL PLAINTIFFS’ COUNSEL  Case No. 4:09 CV 05796 CW 

 

 

ADDITIONAL PLAINTIFFS’ COUNSEL 
 

CHARLES F.A. CARBONE (SBN 206536) 

Email:  charles@charlescarbone.com 

EVAN CHARLES GREENBERG (SBN 271356) 

Email:  evan@charlescarbone.com 

LAW OFFICES OF CHARLES CARBONE 

P.O. Box 2809 

San Francisco, CA  94126 

Tel:  (415) 981-9773 

Fax:  (415) 981-9774 

 

MARILYN S. MCMAHON (SBN 270059) 

Email:  marilyn@prisons.org 

CALIFORNIA PRISON FOCUS 

1904 Franklin Street, Suite 507 

Oakland, CA  94612 

Tel:  (510) 734-3600 

Fax:  (510) 836-7222 

 

ANNE BUTTERFIELD WEILLS (SBN 139845) 

Email:  aweills@aol.com 

SIEGEL & YEE 

499 14TH STREET, SUITE 300 

Oakland, CA  94612 

Tel:  (510) 839-1200 

Fax:  (510) 444-6698 

 

CAROL STRICKMAN (SBN 78341) 

Email:  carol@prisonerswithchildren.org 

LEGAL SERVICES FOR PRISONERS WITH CHILDREN 

1540 Market Street, Suite 490 

San Francisco, CA  94102 

Tel:  (415) 255-7036 

Fax:  (415) 552-3150 
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